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Genealogy Boot

Camp

Session 3: Analyzing Information

and Evidence
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E3 American Ancestors,

Overview of the Day

E——

The Basics:

Research process

Forms and
conventions

Standard sources

Analyzing Sources:

Genealogical Proof
Standard (GPS)

Sources vs. records
Citations

Analyzing Records:

Information vs.
evidence

Proof

Session Overview

Evaluating the Evidence

Summing Up
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Principles of Analysis

Source

Information
First-hand .

Evidence
Second-hand

Authored Unknown

8/1/2023

Analyze the Record

Record Analysis

* What is the purpose of the record? Who created
it?

* Is the record legible?

* Is any information missing?

— Is the document ripped, torn, wrinkled, etc.?
— Do I have all the pages?
— Is the digital image complete?
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Information Analysis

What genealogical information is present?

How much time passed between the event and its
recording?

Who provided the information being recorded?
— Who was the informant?

Are there any contradictions within the
information given? Between this record and
others?

It Is All About the Information

¢ Is the Information. . .

First-hand?
— Immediately following the event (best case)

— Long after the event (can introduce bias or be
subject to false memories)

* Second-hand?
— From a non-participant

e Unknown?

— Cannot tell who provided the information
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* Is this an original, derivative, or
authored? ORIGINAL

* Isthe record legible? YES

* Is any information missing? YES

* How much time passed between the
event and its recording? LESS THAN
ONE DAY

Andrews Birth Certificate, Cook *  Who was the informant? ATTENDING
County, IL, 1899 PHYSICIAN
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What Genealogical Information Is
In the Record?

* Name and Residence
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Analysis Questions
* How long after the event was °
the record created?
Record 2
® Record 1
Wedding
12
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How Soon After the Event?
13
Analysis Questions
Who provided the information in the record?
Participant? Someone else?
14
Who Was the Informant?
15
5
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Analysis Questions
Is the information first-hand (primary) or
secondary?
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Analysis:
Document A - 20th

Century Death
Certificate

Original, Derivative, or Authored?
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When Was the Record Created?

Alegheny
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What Genealogical Information Is
On a Death Certificate7

Date of Death
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CERTIFIC

Which Information is Secondary?

Alegheny

Prttsburgh
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