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Nova Scotia

5 and a half million acres
of land granted with no

History

Land grants were
paused, and land was
sold

First contingent of
Loyalists arrived from
United States

more than 13,000 people Land grant system 30,000 Loyalists entered
living in the colony resumed the Colony
1774 Mar. 1776
1760-1773 1775 1783
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Nova Scotia Land Papers

* Petitions for crown land made between 1765 and
1800 by individuals or groups of people

* Petitions include their name(s), country of origin,
and date of arrival in Nova Scotia

* Database is online on Nova Scotia Archives
website with a searchable index and contains over
11,000 names!

Nova Scotia Land Papers 1765-1800

8

I‘AI Mova Scotia Archives Visit Services Genealogy Virual Holdings Shop

Nova Scotia Land Papers 1765-1800

Results 1to 20 of 20 from your search: johnson

8

archives.novascotia.ca

9
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Nova Scotia Land Papers 1765-1800

Johnson, John and others ~ 1786 - Halitax County

unlap, Jobe Dunlap James Duniap . Jame Mo 5cot Land Papes 1765-1000

8/29/2023
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«}_\f Nova Scotia Archives Visit  Services

License to Occupy, 1786, Halifax County

11

Cape Breton Island Petitions

* Online database on Nova Scotia Archives web site
* Petitions for crown land grants to settle on Cape Breton Island
* Covers 1787-1843

* Index only. The petitions can be ordered from the Nova Scotia
Archives.

* The papers are also digitized on FamilySearch (Affiliate or
FamilySearch Center access)

* Some Cape Breton content can be found in the Nova Scotia
Land Papers database.

12
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i’t Nova Scotia Archives Visit Services Genealogy Virtual Holdings Shop

Cape Breton Island Petitions 1787-1843
Resuilts 1to 4 of 4 from your search: Lambert, Cape Breton

Cape Breton number: 87
Microfilm: 15788

1803

Lambert, George

archives.novascotia.ca

14

P00 @B L

4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS. @ PRINT [B) Catalog Print List (0

Cape Breton land papers and index, 1767-1843 and misc. land papers, =3

1820-1864

of rvamess and Richmons

8/29/2023
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{PFamilySearct Family Tree  Search Memories  Indexing Osvi Lot v

4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS @ pRINT [B) Catalog print List (0)

Nova Scotia land grants, 1732-1864

‘Add to print List
Manuscript/Manuscript on Film

Engiish

Ottawa, Ontario : Central Microfiim Unit, Public
Archives of Canada, 1965

on 1 microfiim reel ; 35 mm.

Notes
Microreproduction of typescript in possession of the Public Archives of Canad.

PAC 0.5 1.G. 9, 85,
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Land Grants of Nova Scotia, Guysboro
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h Family Tree  Search Memories  Indexing Onid Lambart

4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS & pRINT [B) Catalog print List (0)

Crown land grants for Cape Breton County 1786-1949, 1969

(oram mtber)

Books/Monographs/Book on Fim

English

Sslt Lake City, Utsh & Filmed by the Geneslogical
Society of Utah, 1965-1953

on 16 microfilm reels ; 35 mm.

Notes
wicrofim of original records in possession of the Cape Breton County Courthause, Sydney, Nova Scotia

Index to grants (soth fimings) i flmed with: Grantor-grantee indes, 1786-1865

The dates listed for the grant books are registration dates which may vary greaty from the date of grant.

The index to grants does not il by "He" or "Mac” but by the firs letter after the "MC” or "Mac (1. Donald Mc, Bessie)

Cape Breton s
were formed fro

was a separate government from 1764 unti 1820 when t became a county of Nova
part of Cape Breton County and in 1851 Victoria County was 3l

5 the counties of Inveress and Richmond
County

formed from part of Cape Br

View this catalog record in WorldCat o other possible copy locations @

18
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. ) SEARCH RESULTS @ PRINT [ Catalog Print List (0]
Mova Scotia Crown land grant registers, 1732-1501; indexes, 17071999 =
s j_& '

Cornwallis Township
21
7
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Nova Scotia, Halifax County, deed indexes, 1749-1958

Registry Office (Halfax County)

Manuscriot/Manuscript on Digital Images

English

Salt Lake Cty, Utah : Digitized by the Genealogical
S0 h

Notes

Digital images of original records stry Office of Halifax County, Halife

sy

Family Tree  Search Memories  Indexing s Lambert v
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Registry of Deeds

* Post-1910 land deeds can be found in the county's
registry of deeds

25

Township Books

* Like New England Town Records

— Communities adopted New England model of
town record keeping

* Contain vital records

* Town administration
— Land division
— Roads, schools, cattle marks, etc.

* American Ancestors Research Center,
FamilySearch, Nova Scotia Archives

26
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Minutes of Nova Scotia Council

* Also known as His Majesty’s Council
— Advised the Governor

— Minutes contain information on land grants and
petitions

— Can also provide historical context for life in
18th-century Nova Scotia

* Nova Scotia Archives

* Finding aid available from University of New
Brunswick Loyalist Collection

28

“ The Loyalist Collection

Petitions, Reports, Resolutions, and Miscellaneous Papers: 1760-1841

loyalist.lib.unb.ca

29

Crown Land Grant Maps

* A series of 140 maps showing the location of
crown land grants in Nova Scotia between 1750
and 1850.

* Show the layout of original land grants and
townships

* Index sheets updated by government staff

30

10
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NOVA'SCOTIA Caxapa

Lands and Forestry

novascotia.ca/!

A.F. Church & Co. Maps

* Topographical township maps prepared by Ambrose Finson Church
and published by his company

«  These maps track crown land transactions

 Includes names of heads of household as well as prominent citizens
and a list of tradesmen

* Maps available from American Ancestors Research Center in Boston,
Massachusetts as well as Nova Scotia Dept of Natural Resources and
Renewables

33

11
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.
Planters and Pioneers

* Author: Esther Clark

Wright
* Chronicles settlers to

Nova Scotia from 1749

to 1775
* Premier source
* Available on Archive.org

SHAW, MOSES GRANVILLE, 176-.
b. 18 Jan. 1741, Barnstable, Mass., son of Moses Shaw, d. 11 Jan.
1827, ae 86. m. Ann Phinney of Barnstable, d. | Feb. 1780, ac 43;
m. (2) 24 Jan. 178-, Mehitable, dau. of Joseph Patten, who m. (2)
Zachariah Hall of Boston, d. 3 July 1812, ae 74. Ch: Isaiah,
Elizabeth, Moses, Joseph, David, Zebina, Havilah, Mary, (2d)
Susanna, Susannah, Anna.

SHAWE THOMASREI S, Rii v caenivele HALIFAX, 1749.
mariner, Everley, m. Sarah  Ch: John, Mchitabel.

SHEARMAN, CALEB............... CUMBERLAND, 1764.
husbandman, d. Ch: Young, Ring,; relatives; George, Joshua, who
prob. ret. to U.S.A.

SHEED, THOMAS .. PICTOU, 17677
1 man, Scot, 1770.

SHEFFIELD, AMOS ................. CORNWALLIS, 1764.
b. 4 June 1733, Newport, R.L, son of John Sheffield. m. 18 Mar.
1761, Mary, dau. of Stephen Jr. and Elizabeth Spencer
Harrington, of N. Kingston, R.I. and Cornwallis, d. 1821?. Ch:
Ruth, Elizabeth, Stephen, Amos, Jr.

SHEPHERD, ANDREW .......c.cccevuennn HALIFAX, 1749.
baker, Wilmington, m. | boy, | girl. Shepperd, 1752, 2 males, |
female above 16, | female under 16. George Shippard m. 20 July
1756, Jane Donly, widow.
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Whereabouts of Some American Refugees,
1784-1800: The Nova Scotian Land Grants

Author: Clifford Neal
Smith

Biographical directory of
Americans who pursued
land petitions in Nova
Scotia between 1784 and
1800

* 8 Volumes arranged by
Surname

Comay 117117
Compazy i 1787 a0
e Ceuksbank, Bopal

37

CLARK, John. Signer (twice) of Appendix B
[(a) A cordwainer of this name listed in Wright,
Pp-269.
(b) A merchant of this name listed in Wright, p.
269.

(c) A man of this name received land in P74,
Queens County, New Brunswick; see Wright,
p.269,

A painter of this name veceived land in

P1140, New Brunswick; see Wright, p.269.

(e) A man of this nawe, from the 70th [British
Regiment] received land in Charlotte County,
New Brunswick; see Wright, p.269.

(£) A man named John Hunter Clark received land

in St. Andrews, Charlotte County, New

Brunswick; see Wright, p.269.

A John Clark, Jr., received land at Long

Reach, Kimgs County, New Brunswick; see

Wright, p.269.

(h) A John Wright Clark received land in Queens
County, New Brunswick; see Wright, p.269.

(1) A John Clarke, private in the Znd battalion
of tha King's Royal Regiment of New York as
of 2 Jul 1781; see Cruikshank, Royal Regi-
ment, p.181.

(j) A man named James CLERK/CLARK/CLARKE, born in
Scotland in 1757, listed as a sergeant in the
1st battalion of the King's Royal Regiment of
New York; he enlisted on 25 Oct 1777 and was
corporal in Munro's Company 1777-1781 and in
Al. McDfonald's?] Company in 1782 and a ser-
geant therein in 1783; see Cruikshank, Royal
Regiment, p.182.]

(k) See also John CLARKE below]

(d

(g

38

QUESTIONS?

13
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New Brunswick
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History

1710 - Region ceded to Great Britain

1784 — Areas north of the Bay of Fundy established as the Province of
New Brunswick (separated from Nova Scotia)

1785 - Charter granted for City of St. John in response to the large
number of Loyalist refugees that landed and settled at the mouth of the
St. John River

1836 — Colonial government gained control over crown lands

1842 — Webster-Ashburton Treaty settled boundary between New
Brunswick and Maine

1866 — United States cancelled the Canadian-American Reciprocity
Treaty

1867 — New Brunswick entered Canadian Confederation

41

Black Loyalists

In 1783, 3,000 free blacks or former slaves arrived in 1783 in
Nova Scotia.

In this same group, 1,232 enslaved persons came with their
enslavers as well.

The initial lots given to Black Loyalists were too small to farm
on.

By 1785, blocks of 50 acres surveyed and given to 100 families
— Loch Lomond
— Kingston Peninsula
— Westfield

1792 - Exodus to Sierra Leone

42
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- 3 American Ancestors " iy, Hefoge 3 € B < - |
Search Events Membership Give 10 Millon Names.  Publications  Expert Help  Tools  Sigratuse Projects  Centers  intatives
« - Black Loyalist Directory, 1783-1788
< Page 70
vewewe - The Black Loyalist Directors
Ladson, Charlestown, South 0 John Dobbins, Black river,
Carolina. South Carolina; [left him] 4

as per Bill of
Sale] from Jeremiah Savage, y
[Charlestown, South Carolinal.  Brunswick Landing. GBCF.
Beriamin, 21, stout fellow Mr._ Lissey bis wife, 24, s1out

AmericanAncestors.org

45
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Black Refugees

* Between 1813 and 1816, 2,000 black refugees arrived in the
Maritimes.

* Most were primarily from Virginia and Maryland and had
previously sided with the British during War of 1812.

* 400-500 settled in New Brunswick
— Willow Grove near Loch Lomond

* Given licenses for occupation of 50 acres in 1817

* In 1825, 99-year leases were granted to those that lived on the
land.

* In 1836, residents were allowed to buy land for 20 shillings.

46

Land Petitions

Pre-1783 land records are found in the Nova
Scotia records

1783-1918 land petitions index on Provincial
Archives web site

* Land petitions are digitized and available on
FamilySearch

Petitions detail place of origin, arrival in the
colony, military service, etc.

47

Home | Finance and Treasury Board | Minister | Contacts | Frangais

Brtinswick

AN AD A

Index to Land Pﬂinolcriginal Series, 1783-1918 (RS108)

Introduetion | i scks | @8 Indigenous People | £ Military Units

1TLE: INDEX TO RS108 LAND PETITIONS: ORIGINAL SERIES

DATES:

B

linear meters

INDEX: alindex fallow

RESTRICTIONS: Use on micsofilm anly

RELATED SERIES RS272 LAND PETITIONS: CURRENT SERIES

MATERIAL

archives.gnb.ca

48

16
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Provincial Archives of New Brunswick
S | b s

oduction | G Mame Index | [] Blacks | 28 digenous Pespi

Page [1 T

Showing 116 50,61 234 names found

archives.gnb.ca

49

Bruinswick

Provincial Archives of New Brunswick

Index to Land Petitions: Original Series, 1783-1918 (R$108)

| & Nome index | J] Blscks | &8 Indigencous People | &2 Miktary Uit

Family Tree Search Memares roe®d

SFRINT @ Cat

Land petitions, 1783-1857

FamilySearch.org

51
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Tmage Group Number

note. Location Cottection/ sna (o

Aikeimein, & Corhelics

FamilySearch.org

54

18
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New Brunswick Land Petition of Cornelius
Ackarman, 1823, FamilySearch
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New Brunswick Land Petition of Cornelius
Ackarman, 1823, FamilySearch

56

Deed Registry Books

* 1780-1930 deed registry books are on
FamilySearch, AmericanAncestors.org and
Ancestry.com

* Indexes cover 1784-1993

57
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Search Events Membership Give O O e L p——

Search Database _

B New Brunswick: Land Records, 1760-1930 Saved Searches

Location Browse This Database

Volume Page

AmericanAncestors.org

58

|3 American Ancestors. A

Search Events Membership Give -

Search Database

Location &

Volume Page

59

E 2 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give

AmericanAncestors.org

20
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Search Events Membership Give 10Millon Mames  Publications  Expert Help  Tooks  Signature Prajects  Canters 8 infathves

s
« New Brunswick: Land Records, 1780-1930
< page > :

AmericanAncestors.org

61

E7 American Ancestors

Search  Events Membership Give
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New Brunswick: Land Records, 1780-1930
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Kings, New Brunswick Land Deed to John
Morrissey, Lease, 1873

63
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archives.gnb.ca

67

archives.gnb.ca

68

Adamsville Cadastral Map

69
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**WILLIAM CAMPBELL Efgr.

MAYOR of the City of SaINT Jouy.

St. John Freeman Certificate, FamilySearch

72
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73

Quit Rent Returns 1832-1833, Queens
County, New Brunswick FamilySearch

74

QUESTIONS?
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Prince Edward Island

History

o

1763 — France ceded the Island of St. John to Great Britain

[

1767 — Land lottery was held

¥

1769 — Island separated from Nova Scotia

23

1799 — Island renamed to Prince Edward Island

1853 - Land Purchase Act

1873 — PEl joins Confederation of Canada

H 1 N

1875 - Second Land Purchase Act

77

Island of St. John - Surveyed by

Capt. Holland in 1765

/ 7l
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1767 Land Lottery

* Lottery in London held on July 23, 1767

* Land divided into 67 lots of about 20,000 acres each

* The British Government's Board of Trade and Plantation
drew lots and assigned them to high-ranking British
citizens.

* The proprietors who won the lottery would pay annual
quitrent lands to the Crown to finance the land and bring
in colonists to live on the land.

* Most of the proprietors never settled on the land and left
their requirements to the Crown unfulfilled.

79

80

FamilySearch.org

81
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Index, PElI Land Grants, 1768-1768,
FamilySearch

8/29/2023
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Land Grant to Bingham and
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Escheat Party

* Escheat = unimproved land would revert to the
government for reallocation

* Many residents pushed for land to be allocated to
resident landlords

* The Escheat Party emerged after Roman Catholics
were enfranchised in 1830

* British government opposed escheat without
compensation

* Absentee landlords were eventually replaced when
land was sold to residents

84
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1853 Land Purchase Act

in units up to 300 acres.

8/29/2023

¢ The British government purchased estates over
1,000 acres and sell them to tenants and squatters

85

Prince Edward Island Land
Commission of 1860
* Created by the PEI govt in 1860

The Prince Edward Island
the land by absent proprietors.

* The commission
recommended 100,000 pounds
to repurchase the remaining
land

* Alternative record for the 1851
Census

to settle the final resolution of T Commission of 1560

86

Extract from 1860 PEI Land
Commission

87
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1875 Land Purchase Act

* Proprietors with estates more than 1,000 acres
were compelled to sell to the PEI government

* The government issued crown grants to tenants

8/29/2023
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Conveyance Ledger, PEI, FamilySearch
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Conveyance from Earl of Selkirk to Francis
Dougherty, 1856, PEl, FamilySearch
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Post-1900 Land Registry Deeds
* Registry of Deeds
* Charlottetown location - Kings and Queens
County deeds
* Summerside location - Prince County only
97
% {iriun | IsLANDARCHIVES
WELCOME
islandimagined.ca
98
Browse Maps By Cousry
islandimagined.ca
99
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Newfoundland and

Labrador

102

34

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 5: Researching Atlantic Canadian Ancestors

Legal system

* Most land occupied without legal title

* Crown land grants
— Available on microfilm at the FamilySearch Library in
Salt Lake City, Utah (not digitized yet)
* Registry of Deeds formed 1825

¢ Misc. deeds and wills, 1744-1859 include
— Land transfers
— Marriage settlements

103

LA R

Land records, 1803-1990 [t rmais |

FamilySearch.org
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Land records, 1825-Feb. 1931; indexes, 1825-1938 |

FamilySearch.org
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Land Deed, Newfoundland and Labrador,
FamilySearch
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Keith Matthews Name files:
Jacob Taylor of Port de Grave

TAYLOR
1755 co 199/18 JACOB cleared plant no 75
in Pg stage flake 4 houses 2 gardens

Translation:

In 1755 Jacob Taylor cleared plantation no.
75 in Port de Grave and it had stage, flake,
4 houses 2 gardens Extracted from
Colonial Office records series 199 v. 18 (co
199/18)

Example from the Mardy O’Neil
Papers at NEHGS
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Indian and Inuit

Affairs Program

109

History

« First Nations reserves were considered federal Crown lands

* Patents were first issued in 1763 and were handled by provincial
secretaries

¢ 1840 - Act of Union between Lower and Upper Canada —
established the Office of the Registrar General

« In 1886, land patents were handled by Department of Indian
Affairs

* In 1951, the responsibility of issuing land patents transferred
back to Registrar general's Office

* Last Indian patent issued in 1990

110

The Records

* Held at Library and Archives Canada in Ottawa,
Ontario in several record groups:

— Department of Indigenous and Northern
Affairs (RG10)
* Nova Scotia Vols. 459-461 and 1718

— Registrar General (RG68)

* Some are digitized and found in LAC's Collection
Search or Canadiana

111
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Canadian Research Tour
¢ May5-11,2024
* Repositories:
— BAC-LAC (Library and
Archives Canada)
— Military History Research
Centre in the Canadian War
Museum
— Ontario Genealogical Society
- Ottawa Branch
¢ Travel with American
Ancestors webinar tomorrow,
August 31%, at 3:00 p.m.
114
38

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 5: Researching Atlantic Canadian Ancestors

8/29/2023

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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