
Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Getting the Most from 
FamilySearch.org

Genealogy Boot Camp

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 1



https://familysearch.org

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 2



https://familysearch.org

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 3



https://familysearch.org

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 4



https://familysearch.org

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 5



Records
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Tip
Compare number of 
records & number of 
images for complete-

ness of indexing
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Tip
Blind searching could find a 

maiden name or more 
children

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 18



Blind Searching

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 19



Blind Searching

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20



Tip
Don’t Forget to Check  

the Broad Categories like
“United States” 
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“United States”
• United States Census, 1790-1940

• Pension and Muster/Enlistment Rolls

• Freedmen’s Bureau, 1865-1872
– Land and Property Records
– Marriages (1861-1872)

• Cancelled, Relinquished, or Rejected Land Entry 
Case Files, 1861-1932

• U.S. Social Security Death Index 1962-2014 (Feb)
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Tip
Find Early New England 

Naturalizations 
without going to Waltham 
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Catalog
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Understanding Catalog Icons
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Surname Search
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Tip
Not all images may be 

indexed.

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 48



https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/426698

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 49



https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/426698

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 50



https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/426698

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 51



https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/426698

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 52



Images

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 53



https://familysearch.org

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 54



Images

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 55



Images

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



Wiki
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Tip
Foreign language 

crash course available
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Word Lists
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Letter Writing Guides
• Croatia

• Czechia

• Finland

• French

• Germany

• Hungary

• Italy

• Montenegro

• Poland

• Portuguese

• Romania

• Russian

• Serbia

• Slovakia

• Slovenia

• Spanish

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 67



Letter Writing Guide

Class 3, Session 4: Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 68



Letter Writing Guide
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Review
1. Understand the origins of the site
2. Search for places in the catalog, 

not just people in the records 
3. Utilize the catalog for unindexed 

record collections
4. Explore wiki articles for 

contextual or resource 
information.

5. Every record has a permanent 
link, but remember to date it 
(“Accessed on :”)!
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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