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Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Class 3: Reading and Understanding 
Quaker Records

Research in 
Quaker Records

Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Quaker dating
• Understanding records
• Case study
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Quaker Dating

Quaker Dating
• Does not use the names of the days of the week

• Does not usually use the names of the months of 
the year

• Usually arranged (in order):
1. Date (number of the day in the month)
2. Month (number of the month in the year)
3. Year (written in digits usually)

• 16th 4th month 1892

• 3rd 12th month 1730/31

• 13th 7th month 1700

• 16 April 1892

• 3 Feb. 1730 (O.S.)/1731 
(N.S.)

• 13 Sept. 1700

Calendar DateQuaker Date

Quaker Dating
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1752 Calendar Change

1752 Calendar Change

1752 Calendar Change
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https://www.timeanddate.com/calendar/

Quaker Records

Quaker Records
Marriage Records

Birth, Death, Misc. Registers

Miscellaneous Volumes

Meeting Minutes
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Types of Events

Marriages

Life Events

Removals

Disownments

Marriages

Original Marriage Certificate

13

14

15

Class 3: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



7/24/2023

6

Original Marriage

Original Marriage

Copy of the Marriage
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Joseph Rotch & Love Macy Marriage

Marriage Record

Joseph Rotch & Love Macy Marriage
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Tip
Marriage dates not 

recorded in Meeting 
Minutes

Marriages in Meeting Minutes
• The couple will declare their intentions to marry

• Committees (one each for the groom and bride) 
will be assigned

• The committees will determine the “clearness” of 
the couple to marry and report such

• Additional individuals will be assigned to attend 
the wedding to ensure it adheres to Quaker 
standards

Marriage Intention - 1736

Nantucket Monthly Meeting, 27th 10th month 1736:
• Francis Swain and Mary Paddack declare intentions to 

marry
• Richard Worth and Barnabus Gardner appointed to 

inspect clearness
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Committee Report

Nantucket Monthly Meeting, 31st 11th month 1736:
• Committee reports on clearness for marriage
• Find disorder, as a result that Mary Paddack is pregnant

Confession

Nantucket Monthly Meeting, 31st 11th month 1736:
• Includes confession of Francis Swain and Mary 

Paddack, dated 27th 11th month 1736
• Are allowed to marry

Marriage

Nantucket Monthly Meeting, 31st 
11th month 1736

• Francis Swain, son of John Swain 
& Mary his wife

and
• Mary Paddack, daughter of 

Nathaniel Paddack and Ann his 
wife

25

26

27

Class 3: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



7/24/2023

10

Tip
Look at all available 

records

QUESTIONS?

Birth, Death, Misc. 
Registers
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Birth, Death, Misc. Registers
• Offer information on where a family may have gone

• Indicate where the family came from

• Offer dates of removals, disownments, etc.

• Children may be cross-referenced for children who 
have their own families

• Should be used in conjunction with meeting 
minutes

Nantucket Monthly Meeting

See p. 166

Nantucket Monthly Meeting

Removed:
Canterbury M.M.
England
28.4.1788

Removed:
N.B. Dartmouth M.M.
28.4.1788
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Dartmouth Monthly Meeting

Birth Register

Pembrokeshire Quaker M.M.

West Wales Historical Records vol. XII –
available on TheGenealogist.com
(subscription service).

34

35

36

Class 3: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



7/24/2023

13

Birth, Death, Misc. Register

Register Pages

Francis Rotch Family
• Francis and Ann Waln (Morgan) Rotch rec’d from 

Philadelphia, 5th month 1820

• Francis disowned 9th month 1825

• Ann Waln (Morgan) Rotch disowned 12th month 
1826

• Son Francis Morgan Rotch removed 3rd month 
1842

• Son Charles Morgan Rotch d. Cooperstown, 28th 
1st month 1840
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Certificates of Removal

Philadelphia Monthly Meeting, 
27th 4th month 1820
Certificates of Removal

New Bedford Monthly Meeting, 
25th 5th month 1820
Men’s Meeting Minutes

Francis Rotch Disownment

New Bedford Monthly Meeting, 
28th 4th month 1825
Men’s Minutes
Complaint against Francis Rotch

New Bedford Monthly Meeting, 
22nd 9th month 1825
Men’s Minutes
Disownment decision about 
Francis Rotch

Ann Waln Rotch’s Disownment

New Bedford Monthly Meeting, 
28th 12th month 1826
Women’s Minutes
Disownment decision about Ann 
Waln Rotch

New Bedford Monthly 
Meeting, 
27th 7th month 1826
Women’s Minutes
Complaint against Ann 
Waln Rotch
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Francis Morgan Rotch Removal

New Bedford Monthly Meeting, 
24th 3rd month 1842
Men’s Minutes
Removal Certificate mention

New Bedford Monthly Meeting, 
24th 3rd month 1842
Certificate of Removals Volume
Certificate for Francis Morgan 
Rotch

QuakerMeetings.com

What Was Learned
• That Francis Morgan Rotch was still a member of the 

Society of Friends in 1842

• That Francis and Ann W. (Morgan) Rotch had 
removed to Otsego County, N.Y. before January 1840
– Their son, Charles Morgan Rotch died in 

Cooperstown, 28th 1st month 1840

• That Francis Morgan Rotch was under 21 in 1842 
(he was called a minor)
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Tip
Children’s records may 
hold clues about the 

parents

QUESTIONS?

Case Study
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Nathan Herendeen
• b. New York, 1813

• m. (1) Eunice Thurston

• father of 7 children 
including Martha L. 
(Herendeen) Sickafus

Old School Research

Old School Research
• Research began in 1987

• Letters sent out to people found in the magazine 
Genealogical Helper

• Contacts made online via old computer service 
GEnie

• Someone doing research at Swarthmore’s Friends 
Historical Library for me
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Sent in a letter 20 Nov 1987

• b. 1813, son of Nathan 
Herendeen & Judith 
Hoag

• m. (2) Permelia
Leonard, 5 Feb. 1852

• d. 12 Aug. 1868

• b. ca. 1812, N.Y.

• m. Eunice Thurston, 23 
Jan. 1834, Marion Co., 
Ohio (d. by 5 Feb. 1852)

• d. aft. 1860 census (liv. 
Macon Co., Illinois in 
1860)

My NathanNathan Herendeen

Was this the same person?

Probate Copies
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Hinshaw – Ohio (vol. 4)

Nathan and Judith Herendeen
• Per Hinshaw, they and their children removed to 

Alum Creek Monthly Meeting 26th 4th month 1832

• Farmington M.M., N.Y., certificate of removal dated 
23rd 2nd month 1832

• Who are Elizabeth and Sarah Herendeen - also 
from Farmington Monthly Meeting?

Nathan, Judith & Children
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Elizabeth & Sarah Herendeen?
• They are accepted by Alum Creek Monthly 

Meeting three months after Nathan’s family

• They are coming from the same Monthly Meeting 
as Nathan’s family

• Are they related?

Elizabeth & Sarah Herendeen

Farmington M.M. 24.3.1831
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Alum Creek Monthly Meeting

THIS IS THE FINAL 
DECISION AND MAY 
NOT TELL YOU WHAT 
HE DID WRONG

Nathan Herendeen, Jr.
• Disowned 20th 3rd month 1834

• According to Hinshaw it was for disunity

• Alum Creek M.M. minute mentions:
– Preparation of the testimony of denial 

(disownment)
– Appointment of men to inform Nathan
– That Nathan has the right to appeal

Tip
Look back among the 

minutes to find first 
mention
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Nathan Herendeen’s Complaint

Alum Creek Monthly Meeting, Men’s Minutes, 23rd 1st month 1834

Questions to ponder:
1. Nathan married Eunice Thurston, 23 Jan. 1834, Marion Co., Ohio, by a 

Justice of the Peace, this was a month before Northern Preparative 
complained about his disunity. Why wasn’t he accused of marrying 
contrary to discipline?

2. He was said to have joined another society. Was this a Hicksite branch of 
the Quakers or a completely different denomination?

Hinshaw – Ohio (vol. 4)

Alum Creek M.M. – 22.9.1836

The initial complaint against 
Joshua Herendeen for marrying 
contrary to discipline was brought 
by the Northern Preparative 
Meeting to Alum Creek Monthly 
Meeting at the meeting held 22nd 
9th month 1836.
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Alum Creek M.M. 20.10.1836

Alum Creek M.M. 24.11.1836

Alum Creek M.M. 25.6.1835
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Alum Creek M.M. 23.7.1835

Alum Creek M.M. 24.9.1835

Alum Creek Monthly Meeting

Men’s Minutes – 22nd 10th month 1835

Men’s Minutes – 26th 11th month 1835
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Alum Creek M.M. 24.12.1835

His acknowledgement was finally accepted, and he 
remained a member of the Society of Friends. 
However, nine months later he was reported for 
marrying contrary to discipline and eventually 
disowned.

Nothing about his use of 
profane language and the 
ongoing visits by a 
committee were 
mentioned in Hinshaw.

QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

AmericanAncestors.org/society-friends-research-quaker-records-2023
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright © 2023
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