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OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Finding Your Ancestor’s Meeting
• Types of Records
• Published Abstracts
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Meet today’s presenter

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist
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Quaker Records

Finding a Meeting

The Records

Abstracted Records
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Finding a Meeting
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Finding a Meeting
• Compiled sources & Finding Aids

• Search FamilySearch catalog for town and county

• QuakerMeetings.com
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neym.org/sites/default/files/2019-05/GuideToRecordsRSOF_1997.pdf
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NEYM Guide to Records
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https://credo.library.umass.edu/view/collection/mums902
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Thomas Hill’s MM List
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Thomas Hill’s MM List
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog
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https://quakermeetings.com/Plone
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https://quakermeetings.com/Plone/search_form
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Searching for a Meeting

Class 2: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 15



Tip
Keep the various 
schisms in mind
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Searching for a Meeting

Evangelical
Friends Intl.
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Alum Creek (Hicksite)
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Quaker Records
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Quaker Records
Meeting Minutes

Marriage Records

Birth, Death, Misc. Registers

Miscellaneous Volumes
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Meeting Minutes
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
• Monthly Meeting minutes a gold mine

• Seldom indexed

• Arranged chronologically

• Contain the business side of the meeting

• Separated into Men’s and Women’s minutes until 
ca. 1900
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
• Mention information from:
– Preparative Meetings
– Quarterly Meetings
– Yearly Meetings

• May have published material included (or 
transcribed into the pages)

• Include information on many topics
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Monthly Meeting Minutes
• Appoint Elders, clerks, 

overseers

• Appoint attendees to 
other meetings

• Identify those coming to 
or removing from the 
meeting

• Mention couples 
wishing to marry

• Deal with discipline 
issues:
– Marrying outside the 

faith
– Not attending meetings
– Entering into serious 

debt
– Attending parties
– Using vulgar language
– And more
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Meeting Minutes
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Meeting Minutes
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Tip
Always look for the 
date of the Monthly 

Meeting

Class 2: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 27



Class 2: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28



QUESTIONS?
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Marriage Records
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Marriage Records
• Unique document, not the marriage mentions in 

minutes

• Includes:
– Groom: name, location, names of parents (and if 

they are living or deceased)
– Bride: name, location, names of parents (and if 

they are living or deceased)

• Signed by all present at the marriage
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Marriage Records
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Marriage Record
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Marriage Record
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Marriage Record
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Marriage Record - 1813
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Birth, Death, Misc. 
Registers
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Birth, Death, Misc. Registers
• Sometimes arranged alphabetically by first letter 

of the surname

• May be chronological

• May only include birth and/or deaths

• May combine births and deaths with other events

• Traditionally limited to information on members 
of the meeting
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Birth Register
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Birth & Death Register
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Birth & Death Register
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Birth & Death Register
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Birth & Death Register
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Death Book
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Birth, Death, Misc. Register
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Birth, Death, Misc. Register
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QUESTIONS?
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Miscellaneous 
Volumes
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Miscellaneous Volumes
• Certificates of Removal

• List of Members

• Disownments
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Certificate of Removal
• A document created by the monthly meeting from 

which the person or family are leaving

• Indicates the individual(s) are in good standing in 
their current meeting

• Indicates a single person has no marital 
connections, etc.

• Taken to the meeting to which the person or 
family are entering

Class 2: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 50



Certificates of Removal
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List of Members
• Sometimes a simple list of members

• Sometimes more akin to birth/death register
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List of Members
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Disownments
• Usually arranged chronologically

• May only have the date of disownment

• May include an abbreviation as to the offense

• Should be used in conjunction with Meeting 
Minutes

Class 2: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 54



Disownment Register
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Abstracted Records

Class 2: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



Encyclopedia of American Quaker 
Genealogy

• Compiled by William 
Wade Hinshaw

• Covers:
– North Carolina (Vol. 1)
– New Jersey & 

Pennsylvania (Vol. 2)
– New York (Vol. 3)
– Ohio (Vol. 4 & Vol. 5)
– Virginia (Vol. 6)
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Hinshaw’s Encyclopedia
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Hinshaw – Ohio (vol. 4)
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/357909
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/357909
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Hinshaw’s Index to Quaker Records
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Abbreviations
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/357909

Class 2: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 64



Cross Index
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Cross Index vs Published
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/357909
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Abstract Cards
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Abstract Cards

Class 2: Quaker Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 69



Published vs Abstract Cards
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QUESTIONS?
Schedule a consultation

consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org
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AmericanAncestors.org/society-friends-research-quaker-records-2023
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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