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History

Chronology

* 1650 - “Quaker” first used

* 1652 - George Fox meets Margaret Fell and
Swarthmore Hall becomes headquarters of the
movement

* 1655-56 — First Quaker missionaries reach North
America

* 1672-73 — George Fox visits America

* 1681 — William Penn receives charter for
Pennsylvania

Chronology

* 1689 - Act of Toleration ends religious
persecution

* 1691 - Death of George Fox

* 1758 - Philadelphia Yearly Meeting orders
members to stop buying and selling slaves

* 1775-83 - Friends persecuted during American
Revolution

* 1784 - Virginia Yearly Meeting bans slaveholding
by members
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Chronology

1795-1830 - Friends move in large numbers to
northern New England, western New York, Ohio
and Indiana

1827-28 - Hicksite Separation

1840-55 — Congregational Friends separate from
Hicksite meetings

1844-54 - Wilburite and Gurneyite Friends
separate from each other

7/10/2023

Chronology

1850-65 — Renewal movement among Gurneyites
ca. 1870 - Revival movement among Gurneyites

1877-83 — Conservative Friends separate from
revivalists

1880s - Pastoral system begins
1887 - Richmond Conference

1902 - First sessions of Five Years Meeting; first
Quaker missionaries arrive in Kenya

Chronology

1902-25 - Fundamentalist/Modernist schism
among Five Years Meeting

1910-40s - Independent meetings become
common

1943-68 - Reunification in eastern yearly
meetings

1965 - Five Years Meeting becomes Friends
United Meeting
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Quaker Origins

* A reaction against the Protestant Reformation

¢ Grew out of Puritanism

* Trace back to George Fox in London in 1650s

10
George Fox
* b. 1624, Drayton-in-the-
Clay, Leicestershire,
England (strongly
Puritan village)
* Eldest of four
* Son of Christopher and
Mary (Lago) Fox
* Pursued a “simplicity”
of life
11
JOURNAL
GEORGE FOX;
- JOURKAL
HISTORICAL ACCOUNT .
s e, o e GEORGE FOX;
’ HueroesnWicecus
T —
S ——— SRR
e e
L T
Journal of George Fox
12
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JOURNAL OF GEORGE FOX. [

much opened to him), insomuch that he said, * bis colonel
was 12 blind as Nebuchadnezzar, to cast 1

Lord into prison.” Upon this his colonel © Tho Buglish oalion b Ll

him; and at Worcestor fight, the year aft ﬁ“ﬂ."‘"f‘;"n;:lgﬂ"_ﬁ““.ﬁj:u

armies were Iying near one anothor, two espocially Oliver Cromwell

king's army, and challenged sny two on npiritial matiars ko the minds. el g i day

army 1o fght with them ; his colonel mal commoaly wnited, wih dnrmlmn of arms, the profession also o

and another to answer the challengs. An{ Christiaaity. Tho unsetued stato of the country caused them to be sta-
tioned in considerable numbers in most of the’ pr: ipal towns of the

countor bis companion waa slin, be drov

orgo Fux
i protaod in ba Favour
o of bis rolesso drew near,

Lo
.;pmu of Hhcir captain.

within musket-shot o3t of the town, withd
at them. This, when be returned, be told]
mouth. Bat, when the Bght was over,
and bypocrisy of the olficers ; and being
derfully the Lord kad preserved him, aud seeing also to the
end of Bghting, he loid down his arms.

Now the tme of my commitment (o the house of corres-
tion being nearly ended, and thers being many new soldiers
raised, the commissionees would have made me captain over
them ; and the eoldiers said they wonld have none but me.*
8o the keeper of the houss of correction was commanded (o
bring e bofors the commissioners and soldiers in. the mar-
ket-place ; and there they offered me thal praferment, o
they callod it, asking mo, if 1 would not take up arms for
the Commonwealth against Charles Stuart ? 1 told thew, I
know from whence all wars aroso, even from the lust, nc-
conding to James's doctrine ; and that I lived in the virtas
of that lifs and power that took away the occasion of all

Journal of George Fox — 1650 entry

13

THE JOURNAL

OF

GEORGE FOX THE JOURNAL OF GEORGE FOX

“Afier this 1 was moved o go into Derbyshire, where the
nighiy Poer of ol s amang friends. dnd I went to

val. | Chestrfild where one Britland s Pris. I wus one
s beyon O commen st of Pricss for e b
EDITED FROM THE MsS Theean oo whon s "o tes? & had

Heo had gott yo parsor
w i g, v v Sl i S ey
NORMAN PENNEY, F.S.A. yo peogle, T 3 great love of G, & hee s not abl o
J oppose, & ou they had meo before yo Maior & sant. e
i"u' some othens} to ye Hnm ot cumuw, but ye
dgments! of ye Lord ‘sume on y' preist soone after &
hee was cutt off & dyed. Aml in] 3. Nq{hl they putt b,
st of Towme with Watch men, Lt thee were o
WITH AN INTRODUCTION BY e o F e o o Bomer oo™
oo ighipty & bia Trath ‘wp amd dovne o these
T. EDMUND HARVEY, M.A. & then 7' Dreist Stevens® of Drayton ray Nativs
L A S lace, bea Preached & tould my Relations y 1 was

art up with & whyrlewind Into Heaven, & after I
SV i ol & dille, & o8 1y Haletions
wrobe & Jobkec th tmee 1o come & hew mysal, & dos T
Answered letter, & they shewed itt To ye Preist, &
waif Amoy ane might, wiite & Latiar—but whare
was yo Man! & soe my Relations did conclude itt was
w06, for waid They whon Hes went froaa Us beo had & greate
dealo of gould £ sillver about him, oleass they sent
oeo againe, & aher | want. horsewsctin

& one or two

*..% From the frat Ellwood editicn 1694, page 30.

Taken from his manuscript i

14

William Penn

* Best known for founding
Pennsylvania

* Converted to Quakerism
at age 22 (1667)

* Disowned by his father
for choosing to join the
Quakers

15
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c e e It
17 Pustil .
LI

. "’éz //,/ Goresadls /
Gofiret oy o 7Y
L o o s,

['HE PAPERS OF

WILLIAM

Woer s PENN
T 4d ¢ ifter e aa-1ey
wficard o4y fhit 8 v
%

ety

Papers of William Penn

16

Quakers in America

* First American Friends meeting was the New
England Yearly Meeting in Rhode Island in 1661

* Were prevalent in Pennsylvania and the
MidAtlantic

* An early split took place about the time of the
American Revolution when some Friends showed
support for the war.

* Biggest splits came in the 1800s

17

Dominant Regions

18
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Southern Quakers

Began migrating south to escape persecution in the
northern colonies

New Garden (N.C.) officially settled in 1748 by
Thomas Beals

Beals came first to Cane Creek (N.C.) from Virginia
New Garden Monthly Meeting approved in 1754

7/10/2023

19

Southern Quakers

* 1672 George Fox visits Quakers in North Carolina
* 1698 North Carolina Yearly Meeting established
* 1751 Cane Creek (N.C.) Monthly Meeting

¢ 1752 Quakers allowed to meet at Beals’ home in

New Garden

* 1754 New Garden Monthly Meeting

¢ 1771-1775 Quakers from Nantucket arrive

20

Battle of Guilford Courthouse

* Forty minutes of the
battle took place on the
Meeting House property

¢ Quakers cared for 250
wounded British &
American soldiers

New Garden Meeting House

¢ Buried British &
American soldiers in
New Garden cemetery

21

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 1: Research in Quaker Records
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Map from The Quakers by Hugh Barbour
and J. William Frost (1988)

22

; . Map fr Th kers by Hugh Barbe
erican Quaker Meetings 1840 i b oy & Careor

23

Religious
Society of
Friends

1845

Friends ’

| 1836
.

Beaconite ’

Wilburite

General

Gurneyite
Conference

I
)

l_l_|
) )
uc‘";:g;;;"e u Gureyite ]U Evangelical ] 1947
|Friendsuni|ed | E";‘r'i‘eg:::"
Mesting International
Evolution of Quaker Faith

24
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Hicksites
* Named for Elias Hicks

* His teachings caused doctrinal
tensions as early as 1808

* 1824 — referred to as a “radical
eccentric”

* His influence caused much
turmoil in Philadelphia

7/10/2023

25

Quakers in Canada

¢ Earliest Quakers from Nantucket in 1762 to
Barrington Township, Nova Scotia

* Pennfield, New Brunswick settled by what were
known as “Loyalist” Quakers in 1783

¢ Dartmouth, Nova Scotia sees Nantucket Quakers
awarded lands in 1786

* Larger influx of Quakers appear as the Loyalists
migrate north in search of lands, etc.

26

No Slave Master Admitted

Signed by Quaker Loyalists
fleeing the American Revolution

Traveled to Beaver
Harbour/Pennfield

First group arrived on the Camel
in September 1783

27
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Quakers in Canada
* Published in 1927

A HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY
OF FRIENDS (QUAKERS)

N CANADA * 345 pages
umgmenns s Traces the history up through
the separation of 1881

&

ERRREA LD, 4T 1 MAKRTIN ROCHE

7/10/2023

28

e
R CANADA (oxms)
Canadian Friends’ Settlements

29

APPENDIX (b)
CHART 1

Earliest Canadian Meetings

MEETINGS ESTABLISHED BY THE SOCIETY OF FRIENDS IN CANADA PRIOR TO THE “GREAT SEPARATION™ OF 1828

30
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Canadian Friends Historical
ABOUTUS - WHATWEDO - BLOG DONATE
Association

Who Are The Quakers?

Harbour

i

https://cfha.info/about-quakers-in-canada/

QUESTIONS?

Beliefs

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 11
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Children of the Light

* Known as this because of their meditation when
they “listened to the Light of God” within

* No traditional preachers

— Many would share a message, prayer, song, or
thought based on the inward feeling

— Did appoint Elders, a position of leadership

* Sought truth

34

Beliefs

Positive testimonies

.

* Living in honesty

.

Abstaining from debt

Represented an appearance and life of simplicity

.

Avoid individualism

* Sought unity in decisions

35

Denied

¢ Creeds

¢ Sacraments

¢ Priesthood

* Paid ministry

* Violence

36
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Meeting Arrangement

* Yearly Meeting

— Quarterly Meeting
* Monthly Meeting
— Particular (aka Preparative) Meeting

* New England Yearly Meeting

— Rhode Island Quarterly Meeting (1699-1788)
* Dartmouth Monthly Meeting (est. 1699)

— Sandwich Quarterly Meeting (aft. 4th 10 mo 1788)
 Dartmouth Monthly Meeting (est. 1699)

7/10/2023

37

Meetings

* Worship Meetings

— First Day (aka Sunday)
— Fourth Day (aka Wednesday)

* Business Meetings

— Preparative Meeting (business side of the Worship
meeting)

— Monthly Meeting (met once a month to discuss
business)

38

New England Yearly Meeting 1850

39
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40

WerERENCES .

41

CODE:

* No Meeting
*  Worship

Preparative
Monthly

Quarterly

Meetings - Sandwich QM

42
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Persecution

Persecution

* The earliest followers known by extravagant
disturbances

* Quakers were subjected to fines and incarceration

¢ This persecution followed them as they
immigrated to the American Colonies

* Referred to by Friends as the “sufferings”

A result of specific Quaker beliefs

44
FRIENDS SUFFERINGS—
COLLECTED AND RECOLLECTED
By Ricuarp T, Vann*

The early Friends were as notable for their zeal in describing their
sufferings as for their cc in undergoing them. S ly had
the first persecution befallen them than the first broadside rang out
in response, and published accounts of sufferings continued to
appear at frequent intervals for more than half a century, with
an intensity shown in the following table:*

YEARS PUBLICATIONS

1653-1659 66
1660-1666 71
1667-1673 20
1674-1680 29
1681-1687 33
1688-1709 30

249

Publication of Sufferings
45
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¢« Lowpon, the 2d of the Firft Month
< called March 168 4-5.
¢ An Account of the Number of the faid Prifoners called Quakers
¢ in the feveral Counties, wviz.

BeDFORDSHIRE 30 Brought up 622
Berksuire 37 LEICESTERSHIRE 37
BrisToL 103 LINCOLNSHIRE 12
BuCKINGHAMSHIRE 1 Loxpon and MippLesex 66
CAMBRIDGESHIRE g NorroLk 52
CHESHIRE 9 NoRTHAMPTONSHIRE 59

Cornwarr 3z NoTTINGHAMSHIRE
CUMBERLAND 22 Oxon 17
Derpysning x Savop 18
Devonsuire 104 SOMERSETSHIRE 36
DorseTsHIRE 13 SoUTHAMPTONSHIRE 15
DuriaM 39 STAFFORDSHIRE 1
Evy I SuFFoLK 79
Essex 10 SoRRY 29
‘GLOUCESTERSHIRE 66 Sussex 17
HARTFORDSHIRE 18 Wares 30
HererorosHire 1 WARWICKSHIRE 31
HUNTINGTONSHIRE 10 ‘WESTMORLAND 5
Kent 6 WiTsiims 3
LaxcasHIRe 73 ‘WORCESTERSHIRE 15
—_— Yorksuire 279
Carried up 622 [
Total 1460

Prisoners as of 2d 1st mo 1684/5

46

Reasons

* Refusal to pay tithes  * Publishing the “truth”

f what th li
. Refusal to pay of what they believe

assessments ¢ Refusal to use
established

* Refusing to swear Priest/Ministers for

¢ Refusal to doff hat in marriage, etc.

homage * Refusal to take up arms

* Gathering to worship to fight
per their conscience

47

4 A Collettion of the SurreriNgs .- Vor. L

BEDFORD- creet, fent them to the common Goal till next Quarter Seffions, when they
SHIRE.  were all fent to Bridewell, and kept there one Month. L
1658, Sarab Baker of #Weoburne, for giving fome Chriftian Exhortation to the Peo~

ple there, in the publick Place of Worfhip, wasallp fent to the common Goal 5
and after about two Months Imprifonment, at Midfummer Seffions fent to
Bridewell for one Month, X

Imprifonmens In the fame Year Fobn Impey of Barton, and Aune his Wife, fuffered three
for Marrging. Months Imprifonment, for having taken each other in Marriage, otherwife

TV
S. Baker's
Teprifoinment.

than in ‘the Form appointed by the Direfory.

Sarah Baker — 2 months to common Goal; 1 month at Bridewell for preaching

John Impey and Anne (his wife) — 3 months for having married in the Quaker way

English Punishments

48
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In the year 1655, Michael Richards, for wearing
his hat on in the court of Cork, being fent for thither
as a witnefs about his mafter, who was then at the
bar upon his trial, was by John Byile, then judge,
fined twenty pounds. And for the fame offence, at the
aflizes in New Rofs, was John Rodman, committed
to gaol by judge Louder, kept a prifoner three months,
and then banithed that country.

7/10/2023

Michael Richards - £25 for not removing his hat in deference to the court

John Rodman — sent to goal for 3 months and then banished from Ireland also for not
removing is hat

Fobn Rodman, being— called into the Court at
the Affizes in New-Rofs, was, for not taking off
his Hat, committed to Goal by Judge Lowder,
where he was kept a Prifoner thre¢e Months, and
then banifthed that Country.

John Rodman, after serving his jail sentence, would immigrate to Barbados, where he
would die in 1686. His son Thomas, immigrated to Newport, Rhode Island, in 1675,
where he became a prominent member of the Society of Friends, serving in capacities
for the Monthly, Quarterly and Yearly meetings for 30 years.

John Rodman

50

Mary Dyer
* A Puritan who converted to
Quakerism while in England
for 5 years (1651-1656)
laws

reprieved

of four Quaker martyrs

Massachusetts Punishments

» Fought to repeal anti-Quaker

* Sent to the gallows in 1659, but

{ * Hanged 1 June 1660, the third

51
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.

Puritans vs Quakers

Puritans Quakers
Considered themselves ¢ Believed each individual

— Definers & protectors of could access the spirit of

“Gods law” God
Believed in a strict : F(’ﬂ‘f’“’eg.aﬁ “inner
teaching of scripture ught” which was more
important

Believed in formal male

L * Everyone, even women,
ministers

were equal to a preacher

7/10/2023

52

Persecutions

* Puritans considered the Quakers among the most
dangerous of heretics

* Tried to prevent Quakers from settling in
Massachusetts

¢ Quaker books found in a home were burned and
the residents arrested and punished

* Massachusetts enacted laws against Quakers

53

Massachusetts Persecutions

* In 1656, laws passed to ban Quakers from settling
there

¢ Quakers who defied the ban suffered:
— Whippings
— Extended imprisonments

— Removal of their ears

« Stiffer law, including “pain of death” passed in
1658

54
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King Charles I

* Forbade further executions
of Quakers in 1660

* Suspended the
Massachusetts Charter

* Sent a royal governor to
enforce English law

7/10/2023

55

Massachusetts Response

* Released the Quakers they had in jail in Boston

¢ Forced the released Quakers to leave
Massachusetts

* Cart-whipped them until they crossed the border
into Rhode Island

¢ The travel to Rhode Island was roughly 50 miles

56

Dover Quaker Women - 1662

¢ 3 women: Anne Colman,
Mary Tomkins, Alice
Ambrose

* Sentenced to cart-whipping
(10 stripes each, each town)

* Supposed to go through 11
towns

57
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North Carolina
¢ Levi Coffin, b. 1798 in Guilford Co., N.C.

¢ Son of Levi Coffin, Sr., b. in the 1760s in Nantucket
and part of the migration south in the 1770s

* Age 15 was helping his family assist escaping slaves

* 1821 established a Sunday School to teach slave to
read the Bible

7/10/2023

58

North Carolina

* Quakers who aided the escape of slaves liable to
— Fines

— Imprisonment

* Many Quakers migrated to Ohio and Indiana in
the 1830s

59

American Revolution

* Quakers opposed the Declaration of
Independence

* Believe that “governments were divinely instituted
and that they should only rebel should the
government disobey the laws of God”

* Quakers were and are pacifists

60
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QUESTIONS?

Education
* 1833: Haverford College (Haverford, Penn.)
* 1837: Guildford College (Greensboro, N.C.)
* 1847: Earlham College (Richmond, Ind.)

* 1864: Swarthmore College (Swarthmore, Penn.)

* 1870: Wilmington College (Wilmington, Ohio)

* 1873: William Penn University (Oskaloosa, Iowa —
as Penn College)

63
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Education
* 1885: Bryn Mawr College (Bryn Mawr, Penn.)
* 1887: Whittier College (Whittier, Calif.)
* 1891: George Fox University (Newburg, Ore.)
* 1892: Malone University (Canton, Ohio)
* 1898: Friends University (Wichita, Kans.)

* 1903: Woodbrooke Study Centre (Selly Oak,
Birmingham, England)

7/10/2023

64

Education

* 1911: Union Bible College and Academy
(Westfield, Ind.)

* 1917: Barclay College (Haviland, Kans.)

* 1942: Friends Theological College (Kaimosi,
Kenya)

* 1958: Pacific Oaks College (Pasadena, Calif.)

* 1965: Long Island University (Brooklyn, N.Y. - as
Friends World College)

65

Social Reform

* Asylum for the Relief of
Persons Deprived of the
Use of Their Reason

* Founded in 1813

* 1t privately run
psychiatric hospital

* Renamed Frankford
Asylum for the Insane

66
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Social Reform

* 1787: Founding of the Philadelphia
Society for Alleviating the Miseries
of Public Prisons

* Established to improve conditions
of sanitation, shelter and treatment

* 1823-36: Eastern State Penitentiary
built

7/10/2023

67

Women's Rights

* Lucretia Coffin Mott and
others, including Elizabeth
Cady Stanton

* 1848 Woman’s Rights
Convention

* Of the 5 women who
planned the convention,
4 had Quaker backgrounds

68

Human Rights

* Abolition was a major issue

MEMOIRS
LiVES among Quakers
BENJAMIN LAY
RAL Sk O, * Levi Coffin unofficially known as

the President of the Underground
Railroad

* Many Quakers active in the
Underground Railroad

69

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

23



Class 1: Research in Quaker Records 7/10/2023

Resources

Resources

» Contains two parts:

— The Quakers: History of
Friends in America

— A Biographical Dictionary of
Former Quaker Leaders in
America

* Includes maps and charts

71

Resources

""""""""""""""""""""""""""" * Thomas D. Hamm’s book

* Examines the origins and
the schisms

THE QUAKERS

AMERICA
gl ° A good history of American

Quakerism

* A chapter on Quaker
‘Women, Marriage, and
Family

72
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Resources

* A good history of
The Carolina Quaker Quakerism in North

E: ience .
xperence Carolina
16651985

* Addresses Quaker issues:
— War
— Slavery

AN INTERPRETATION

— Migration
— Women
— Schisms

7/10/2023

73

Resources
* By Hiram H. Hilty

* A great volume on the history
of New Garden (N.C.)
Monthly Meeting

74

Resources
EJEE:ZJTIONi * 2-volume set by Joseph Besse

SUFFERINGS |« pyblished in 1753

* Deals with persecutions of
Quakers in England

75
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Resources
The Quakers

in

Great Britain and America

* A good overall history
written in 1913

The ¢ Examines:
Religious and Political History of the Society

of Friends from the Seventeenth to — Quakers throughout England

the Twentieth Century

— Quakers in America (some
chapters devoted to regions)

CHARLES FREDERICK HOLDER, LL D
Auar st . psin” L

7/10/2023

76
Resources
) Dotlnig 7527
nyﬂ’%/ “%7 % . published in 1800
HISTORY » Covers Quakers of Ireland
wise a0 proonzss 1653-1751
77

Resources

M * Good introduction to

Thee & Me Quaker research

i Beginner's Guide fo ° InCludeS information on
Early Quaker Records

the meeting structure

* Discusses many aspects
to the faith

78
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

£ American; ncestors: 5

ATTTRAT CRmTeT TOT TaT =
History, Heritage & Culture R At

Search Events Membership Give

Publications Expert Help Teols Signatur Projects Cantars & Initiatives.

The Society of Friends: Research in Quaker Records
2023

The Society of

COURSE SCHEDULE

Class i istory, Beliefs, Per d Legacy.

AmericanAncestors.org/society-friends-research-quaker-records-2023

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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