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• Overview of databases 
• How to search our databases
• Advanced search techniques
• Other online resources on AmericanAncestors.org

Today’s Topics:
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Overview of 
Databases
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Online Database Scope

492 Databases492 Databases

1.42B Names1.42B Names
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Across Many Countries
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Unique Databases
222 Unique Databases. Highlights include

• Genealogical Journals
– NEHGR, TAG, Mayflower Descendant, Vermont Genealogy

• Massachusetts Probate File Papers
– Berkshire, Bristol, Essex, Franklin, Hampshire, Middlesex, 

Norfolk, Plymouth, Suffolk

• Archdiocese of Boston – Records and Cemeteries
– Browsable and searchable – weekly updates

• Lineage Societies & Membership Applications
– Society of Colonial Wars in Massachusetts, General Society of 

Mayflower Descendants, NEHGS Membership Applications

Class 3, Session 2: Virtual Geneaogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 6



Most Popular!
1. General Society Of Mayflower Descendants Membership 

Applications, 1620-1920
2. Mayflower Families Fifth Generation Descendants, 1700-1880
3. Great Migration Study Project
4. Massachusetts: Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston Records, 

1789-1900
5. Massachusetts: Catholic Cemetery Association Records, 1833-1940
6. Connecticut Nutmegger
7. American Genealogist
8. Massachusetts Vital Records 1620-1850
9. Mayflower Descendant
10. New England Historical and Genealogical Register
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www.americanancestors.org
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www.americanancestors.org
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Brow se
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https://www.americanancestors.org/browse-all-databases
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Database Search
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Database Search
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Tip
Database Search returns more 
results than Advanced Search
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Category Search
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Tip
Category Search returns more 
results than Advanced Search
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Advanced Search
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Tip
Start with very few search fields 

and then add incrementally!
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Tip
Use caution when 

searching by 
relationship!
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More Advanced 
Techniques
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Exact Search Locations
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Keyword Searching
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Using Wildcards (*)
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Using Wildcards (*)
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Using Wildcards (?)
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Best Fit vs. Must Fit Searches

Amount of 
Records

Search Criteria AmericanAnce
stors.org 
Search

Characteristics

Best Fit Many Will match to 
at least one

Database 
Search, 
Category 
Search

Flexible, broad

Must Fit Few‐Average Will match to 
all exactly

Advanced 
Search

Narrow, 
specific
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Federated Search
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What is Federated Search?
• A search technique that involves indexing 

multiple data sources at once

• Results are presented to end users in one unified 
interface

• This is akin to using the search box on 
Amazon.com and searching across all categories 
and sellers
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https://www.americanancestors.org/search-content-topic
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Federated SearchAdvanced Search and 
Category Search

Advanced Search 
and Category Search

Database Search
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Helpful Features
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Report an Error
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Comment/Question Box
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Annotations
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Print Page Range

Class 3, Session 2: Virtual Geneaogical Skills Bootcamp

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 74



Print Page Range
• All pages include 

reference information

• Most Browsers have 
print to PDF option

• Enable popups

• Allow time for many 
pages
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Where to look next?
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Chat with a Genealogist
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Accessing Learning Resources 
under Tools
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Video Library
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View Upcoming Past Events and 
Videos
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Digital Library & Archive
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https://digital.americanancestors.org
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https://americanancestors.org/tools/using-americanancestors.org
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dbnews.americanancestors.org
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Review
1. Over 1.4 Billion searchable 

names in our databases!
2. Start broad and incrementally 

refine your search
3. Check database Search Tips
4. Email webmaster@nehgs.org

with any questions!
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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