Class 5: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

Massachusetts
Research

Class 5: Planning Your Personal
Research Tour to Massachusetts

£ American Ancestors,
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Lots of Options!
* Archives (private and government)
* Libraries (private and municipal)
* Cemeteries
» County Record offices
* Town Clerk offices
* Visit a homesite
4
Best Practices
1. Get organized!
2. Define your objective \
3. Find the resources and
repositories \ DOWN!
4. Research
5. Draw a conclusion
5
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Step #l
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Get Organized!
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Research Plan Template

Research Plan Template
ey

7/7/2023
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Define Your Objective
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Lots of Research Options

£3 American Ancestors
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Work From the Known

to the Unknown

Define what you are looking for:

* Birth date/place * Parent’s names

* Marriage date/place * Parent’s place of birth
* Death date/place * Immigration year

* Maiden name * Naturalization status
* Military service * Sibling’s names

* Education * Children’s names

15
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What information is needed

7/7/2023

INaturalization Records, Vital Records, Census

information

Search These Records First Then Search These Records
Needed
lage [census, vital Records, Cemeteries Military Records, Taxation
Birth date and
bince tal Records Cemeteries, Newspapers, Census
Icountry of Military Records, Vital Records

Newspapers

Maiden name Vital Records, Newspapers

peath date emeteries, Probate Records Newspapers, Bible Records, Military
nd place Records

Foreign birth ublished Genealogies, Biographies, Vital Records, Newspapers, History,

focation INaturalization, Immigration, Census Emigration and Immigration
Immigration

binte (Census, Immigration, Naturalization Newspapers, Biographies

[cemeteries, Military Recoy
Records

robate

Marriage date
tal Records, Census, Newspapers

nd place
parents /ital Records, Census, Probate Records, Newspapers,
names Published Genealogies
Places family

¥ lcensus, Land, Local Histories, Directories
lhas lived

cemeteries, Military Records, Probate
Records, Naturalization, Land

Emigration

Military Records, Taxation, Obituaries

16

Set up your research log

Toggle Between Sheets
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Find the Resources
and Repositories

“It’s All Online”

* There is a lot online—true

* However, it is NOT all online

* Many libraries with digitized offerings still have
many resources that are not online

21
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'lly
Tip
Exhaust All Online

Resources

Home + Seach ~

S WorldCat’

Use WorldCat tools Build a bibliography,
worldcat.org
23
eBooks

* https://www.hathitrust.org/

* https://books.google.com/

* https://archive.org/index.php

* https://openlibrary.org/
* https://books.familysearch.org

* http://library.si.edu/digital-library

24
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Familysearch.org

25

How to Find Libraries
and Archives to Visit
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£2 American Ancestors

WM DB | ' m|
1Z._Chaed, NG

A3 Tound), WA

Jowes, DEAN
1 Tomhiod, MA

25 Panbduld, T

. legnoc_ e
Mattaniz) DEAN (Gt chad, NG
was o (33 Tounkwt MA |,

Jan s ASHER.

i TISORE
1 Saain TISORLE

ey
1225 Plinfd,cT

Seiah WALKER

27

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 5: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

7/7/2023
EER ARCHIVEGRID
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researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
28
EEE ARCHIVEGRID =
133 dean taunton massachusetts
o :
Deed, 1693 June 2, Taunton, Bristol Co., Mass., to Philip King
Joseph Fremont Dean correspondence 1887-1888
e
Papers, 1687-1825
Dean Family
researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
29
Add relevant records to your
10
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How to Find County or
Town Clerks

7/7/2023

Massachusetts
Town Level County Level
* Vital Records * Land Records
— Deeds
* Town Records — Mortgages
¢ Probate Records
* Cemetery Records — Wills

— Inventories
— Guardianships
— Divorce

* Voting Records

* Court Records
— Civil and criminal

32
——
New England
RESEArCH
6th Edition
33
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County Offices

7/7/2023

34

Lincoln County

35

FamilySearch Research Wiki

familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

36
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familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

Boston, Suffolk County, Massachusetts Genealogy

familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

39

13
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Locating Cemeteries

7/7/2023

2, Find a (Rave

findagrave.com/

41

Find A Grave-Memorials

-2 finda (pave  we

42
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7/7/2023

Find A Grave-Cemetery

Cemeteries - Map View
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ACTON (1736)

from Concord

Town Hall
472 Mainst.
Acton, Mass. 01720
Tel: 978-264-9615

‘Cemetery Department
472 Main st.

Acton, Mass. 01720
Tel: 978-929-6642

Church of the Good Shapherd Memorial Garden (19805)
164 Newtown Rd.
Tel:978-263-5782

Forest Cemetery, aka North Acton Cemetery (1750)
CarlisleRd

Tel: Woodlawn Cemetery,
975.264.9644
+1G:R. 2 Vical Records f Acton, Massachusetts to the Year
1850(1923).
 NEHGS [Mss/A/303].
+ NSDAR[GRC./S/v. 111}

Mount Hope Cemetery (1848)
150 Central St.. West Acton

44

Update Research Log

P — =

45

15
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7/7/2023

Locating a Location

Records with an Address

* Census Records (federal and state)

* City Directories

* Vital Records (birth, marriage, and death)

* Church Records (baptism and marriage records)

* Deeds

* Newspaper articles

* And many, many more

47

mapjunction.com

48
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10 Loring Ave.
Finding Your Ancestral Homestead
Plat Maps
« o rpey @)
50
Update Your Research Log
51
17
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Step #u

Research

7/7/2023

Beforeyougo...

Check the opening hours, transportation, parking, hotel
accommodations, meal options, access, etc.

Review and exhaust their online resources beforehand

Review their online catalog and create a research log specific to
this research trip

Call ahead to request special collections that are housed off-site

Review rules and guidelines (ex: pencils, photography,
computer access, etc.)

Fees

Schedule a consultation

53

Update findings

54
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2

Step 46

Draw a Conclusion

Know When to Stop

e Set Limits

* Stay Organized

* Trust Your Research

* Be Creative, Not Crazy

* Set Realistic Goals

56

Some Other
Massachusetts

Repositories

19
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New England Historic
Genealogical Society
 Vital Records, deeds,

probate, and church
records

* Maps and atlases

* Large collection of original
family history research
materials

— Published (including Rare
Books)

— Special Collections

— Fine Art

58

Massachusetts Historical Society
* Photographs

* Books and pamphlets

* Maps

¢ Newspapers

¢ Broadsides

* Manuscripts
— John Adams papers
— James Savage genealogical papers
— Phillis Wheatley poems and letters

59

Boston Public Library

Top 10 Special Collections
collection

Leventhal Map Center

Published books and
journals

Extensive newspaper
collection

City directories and phone
books

60

20

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 5: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

7/7/2023

Phillips Library
Peabody Essex Museum

* Located in Rowley, MA

* Incredible Essex County collection

* Large print and manuscript collections focused on
pre-1860 material, including

— court records

— customhouse records

— maritime records

61

State Library of Massachusetts

Massachusetts state and municipal publications
and histories

Historical Photographs

Legal and Legislative Documents

Atlases and Maps

Historic Newspapers

Bradford’s “Of Plimouth Plantation”

62

Springfield History
Library and Archives

* Holdings focus on Springfield, but include a large
French-Canadian collection

Records of Western Massachusetts

* 1.3 million archival
documents:
diaries, deeds,
account books, &
photographs

63

21
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American Antiquarian Society

* Located in Worcester

* Largest collection of U.S. printed material to 1876
in the United States

* Newspapers

* Manuscripts

* Strong genealogical
collection

64

LIBRARY AND
4 CENTER FOR
umass LOWELL HISTORY
LOWELL

MIT
Libraries UMA.SS HSE;/?R%D
AMHERST

LIBRARIES

www.library.umass.edu

* University Special Collections & Archives
— Unique collections of local historical manuscripts,
publications, photographs, oral histories & the
personal papers of notable individuals & businesses.

65

Review the Steps

1. Get organized!

2. Define your objective

3. Find the resources and
repositories

4. Research

5. Draw a conclusion

66

22
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
NEw ENGLAND HiISTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
AmericanAncestors.org
23
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