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Massachusetts 
Research
Class 5: Planning Your Personal 
Research Tour to Massachusetts

Meet today’s presenter

Lindsay Fulton
VP of Research & Library Services

Shipping Up to 
Boston? 

(Massachusetts) 
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Lots of Options!
• Archives (private and government)

• Libraries (private and municipal)

• Cemeteries

• County Record offices 

• Town Clerk offices

• Visit a homesite

Best Practices
1. Get organized!

2. Define your objective

3. Find the resources and 
repositories

4. Research

5. Draw a conclusion

Step

Get Organized!

#1
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Pick a Format (or two)

Five Generation Chart

Research Log
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Research Plan Template

Annotated Research Log

Step
Define Your Objective

#2
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Lots of Research Options

Tip
Work From the Known 

to the Unknown

Define what you are looking for:
• Birth date/place

• Marriage date/place

• Death date/place

• Maiden name

• Military service

• Education

• Parent’s names

• Parent’s place of birth

• Immigration year

• Naturalization status

• Sibling’s names

• Children’s names 
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What information is needed

Set up your research log

Tip
Toggle Between Sheets
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Almost unlimited sheets

Step
Find the Resources 

and Repositories 

#3

“It’s All Online”
• There is a lot online—true

• However, it is NOT all online

• Many libraries with digitized offerings still have 
many resources that are not online
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Tip
Exhaust All Online 

Resources

worldcat.org

eBooks
• https://www.hathitrust.org/

• https://books.google.com/

• https://archive.org/index.php

• https://openlibrary.org/

• https://books.familysearch.org

• http://library.si.edu/digital-library
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Familysearch.org

How to Find Libraries 
and Archives to Visit

Dean Family of Taunton
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researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

Add relevant records to your 
research log
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How to Find County or 
Town Clerks

• Vital Records

• Town Records

• Cemetery Records

• Voting Records

• Land Records
– Deeds
– Mortgages 

• Probate Records
– Wills
– Inventories
– Guardianships
– Divorce 

• Court Records
– Civil and criminal 

County LevelTown Level

Massachusetts
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familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
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familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

Update Your Research Log
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Locating Cemeteries

findagrave.com/

Find A Grave-Memorials
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Find A Grave-Cemetery

Update Research Log
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Locating a Location

Records with an Address
• Census Records (federal and state)

• City Directories

• Vital Records (birth, marriage, and death)

• Church Records (baptism and marriage records)

• Deeds 

• Newspaper articles

• And many, many more

mapjunction.com
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10 Loring Ave.

Watch This Webinar!

Update Your Research Log
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Step

Research

#4

Before you go . . . 
1. Check the opening hours, transportation, parking, hotel 

accommodations, meal options, access, etc.

2. Review and exhaust their online resources beforehand

3. Review their online catalog and create a research log specific to  
this research trip

4. Call ahead to request special collections that are housed off-site

5. Review rules and guidelines (ex: pencils, photography, 
computer access, etc.)

6. Fees

7. Schedule a consultation

Update findings
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Step
Draw a Conclusion

#5

Know When to Stop
• Set Limits 

• Stay Organized 

• Trust Your Research

• Be Creative, Not Crazy

• Set Realistic Goals

Some Other 
Massachusetts 

Repositories 
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New England Historic
Genealogical Society

• Vital Records, deeds, 
probate, and church 
records

• Maps and atlases

• Large collection of original 
family history research 
materials 
– Published (including Rare 

Books)
– Special Collections
– Fine Art

Massachusetts Historical Society
• Photographs

• Books and pamphlets

• Maps

• Newspapers

• Broadsides 

• Manuscripts 
– John Adams papers
– James Savage genealogical papers 
– Phillis Wheatley poems and letters

Boston Public Library
• Top 10 Special Collections 

collection

• Leventhal Map Center

• Published books and 
journals

• Extensive newspaper 
collection

• City directories and phone 
books
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Phillips Library
Peabody Essex Museum

• Located in Rowley, MA

• Incredible Essex County collection

• Large print and manuscript collections focused on 
pre-1860 material, including 
– court records
– customhouse records
– maritime records

State Library of Massachusetts
• Massachusetts state and municipal publications 

and histories

• Historical Photographs

• Legal and Legislative Documents

• Atlases and Maps

• Historic Newspapers

• Bradford’s “Of Plimouth Plantation”

Springfield History 
Library and Archives

• Holdings focus on Springfield, but include a large 
French-Canadian collection

• Records of Western Massachusetts

• 1.3 million archival 
documents: 
diaries, deeds, 
account books, & 
photographs
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American Antiquarian Society
• Located in Worcester

• Largest collection of U.S. printed material to 1876 
in the United States

• Newspapers

• Manuscripts

• Strong genealogical 
collection 

• University Special Collections & Archives 
– Unique collections of local historical manuscripts, 

publications, photographs, oral histories & the 
personal papers of notable individuals & businesses. 

Review the Steps
1. Get organized!

2. Define your objective

3. Find the resources and 
repositories

4. Research

5. Draw a conclusion
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright ©2023
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