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Historical Context:
Massachusetts in the

20th Century
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Years of Economic Prosperit
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Mill District, Lawrence, 1910
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New Era of
Immigration
Restriction &

|
Passengers waiting to disembark, East Boston, 1923
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Springfield Armory 1777 to 1965
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Massachusetts by Town, 2000
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Accessing
Massachusetts

Civic Records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 4: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

Massachusetts Civic Records

* Civic (government) records —
including vital & probate records
— act as the foundation in our
research

 Often there are levels of
bureaucracy to navigate

* Confidentiality rules limit
accessed & can require court
intervention

* Who created the original record?
— Local, State, or Federal Government?
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Massachusetts Vital Records

.+ No time or legal restrictions
for obtaining vital records
for events that occurred in
the State (exceptions for
amended records)

~ « 20t century Mass Vital
Records are maintained at
two levels:

— By the town clerk where the
event occurred

— Reported to the State where a
second return is kept

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Vital Records at the Massachusetts Archives

Digital Records at the Massachusetts Archives

Vital Records, 1841 to 1930

Index to Births, Marriages, & Deaths, 1841 to 1971 Amended Vital Records, 1841 to 1920
Births, Marriages, and Deaths, 1841 to 1925 Application for Certified Vital Records, 1841-1930 (PDF)
Births, 1921-1925 Search for Vital Record Citations, 1841 to 1910

Marriages, 1921-1925

Deaths, 1921-1925

» Original manuscripts of State vital* Quick reference links available

records for 1841 to 1930 on Archives website:
www.sec.state.ma.us/arc

* Most of these records are * Request certified copies for $3
digitized and available online at : : :
: — Online form submitted via
FamilySearch mail or email:

archives@sec.state.ma.us

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 18
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Vital Records for 1921 to 1925%

browsable as three separate collections:

Births:

www.familysearch.org/search
[catalog/2859768

Marriages:

www.familysearch.org/search/c
atalog/3010705

Deaths:

www.familysearch.org/search/c
atalog/3010706

*exception:
1920 to 1930
Boston

Massachusetts, marriage records, 1921-1924

Authors Massachusetts. Secretary of the
Commonwealth (Main Author)
Massachusetts. State Archives (Repository)

Add to Print List

Manuscript/Manuscript on Digital Images
Language Engllsh

Salt Lake City, Utah : Digitized by
FamilySearch International, 2018

ysica 67 digital folders

Notes
Digital capture of original records at the Massachusetts State Archives.

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Massachusetts - Vital records

Film/Digital Notes

Note Location Collection/Shelf Film DGS Format

Marriages small short volumes state, Vol 001 Abington to  Granite Mountain United States &
107324035 [©]
Andover, 1924 Record Vault Canada Digital

Marriages small short volumes state, Vol 001 Abington- Granite Mountain United States &

106462053 (0]
Amherst, 1923

Record Vault Canada Digital

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 19
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Shift from Registers to Certificates

Before 1903 all births, deaths, & marriages in
Massachusetts were recorded in register format only

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

20



Class 4: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

Introduction of R G, i i

i O WOLSWTERS - CERTIFICATE OF MARRIAGE P
: GE  Ths corshonts et be delierad o § . WP FOTAABE reterns
| PLACE OF MARRIA 01 10 be conracted befers ke pr e mbemmse 120 reme
- o City or Town _UXbridpe 2 Dateof Marrisge__Maz 1 1022 Registered No. 2L
‘ e r I Ica es i v S = oy U % T
: ol cliy or town ) Intention No.
J— GROOM BRIDE
I, . 1B pal.  Aloma Alice Darey
(all towns except Boston) S o T B
8 CoLOR 15 COLOR
p + agn A1 12T :‘.-:. White [ pgeariasr 19 *“White
& RESIDENCE 16 RESIDENCE
ATTIEOF pxbridee MARRIAGE UXDTidze
' Yt q 11‘ L) “““&::‘D"n S 11.“10 17 :(i"ml::l 1,-t " :q-f‘“'mﬂsl,‘;.lo
. Ma 1 30 # OCCUPATION Tinsmith : 19 OCCUPATION e
; ( ) ° s MRTHFLACE 20 BINTHPLACE
Mainville, R. I. Uxbridge
. 0 "R odilom NIRRT wi1fred 4.
12 MAID 22 MAIDEN NAME
ea er 1 lca eS e Margeret Degardin OFMONUR Georgianna Rondeasm
13 THE INTENTION OF MARKIAGE by the sbovensmed pearvons wes duly sntared by me ln the recerds of the .0'-!'3?' —
o« Uxt l‘i\.rﬂ-‘_‘.'r ssssediag te law, this 24 sar of . _ARE i1 we
b e o 1999 . —" ~
| e et AF:‘-"‘J. --1» oy W ——300rRe 1, Hobbs Z. C.
1 8 1 8 o B . t ™ 1 HEREBY CERTIFY bt 1 juined the sbovenamed parsons in marviags st e "...':e. d “M,DMF?L ——
anuar . DIT l ] | veovmrieee - japa. ez
Il %~ G« Fontaine Official station gst —
i iiier 6713 oo s et B,
. ° 0 ] Relence %o Chureh _St. Bt City or vown of _} 1ae .
l /1
arr 1age ertificates T o 2 (7= f'zmzézé&:

oy o 3
] DEATHS REGISTERED in the city of  Norizampion, Mass. for the Year Nineteen Hundred and ¢72¢-.
TR TWO UNEE WWERE NOCTRIARY. ALL NAMES TO B QIVEN IN FULL.
TULL NAME OF THE DOEASED.  SFK) o AT T ey SRS T T T | xATs 40D T
b e 5,7 e [ e R o g . o
- b v s same ol sk et Vet ows Nesthe | 5. Place of Burhl, m-u—uu—-a-u-—.t-‘-a (i) RECORD,
. L — o | !
7 47 4 ’ / /// . (/S (Y 7 / 8. s
208 b(a;—'}ﬁ Aestsces eceets ef / /7 [l bt . wad )4 7 it ¥ ot l/-v v | Sl Sfrmay I-"l'.', f“" Aloud, _,»/'I ,/“
y, b &4
£ ; [ Y/ //?/1, i /,,,/,,,__ )
. v o ‘o ( ’ 19 Aa. W/ - 3
200 - . ,2/ 2200 II' /"('// .5' /AN .’./ { Wif - - drales ) .',..'./;‘ y fl/'-f | . Y e Lo P e e \/I;-;,m“,,,'/, ~
- Py, W ¢, = r vl fh y
.Q/:;t, 2 ’ : erm Y, /H.////v/z/u s by s Ltz 2l % o edes
. e » ( @4\ 4 & 4 e / 3 A » S / Z
210 !’i- e CY0rer ey, /vy M'wf. AUt s 4 / ;//' Ay ~ ,‘,h,.u/r'- 2ir WAEIE z 17/7/'.'/. ,;,fJ-) P
ki s p) A ,/ o / L / .
VO iy freel, 3. e vederrn Sl sl o b Xoolole  Fowbnkh It
o s i | / A (7 7/ 4 Y/ s /4 / /-
200 o S Otoraeel S¥a 7 ( FHears 3 Yewndorns [ or s (ot A A
P 27 ’
|3 4 X o ars X ntaals

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 21



Class 4: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

Boston Vital Records
1904 to 1930

* After 1904, Boston Vital Records inconsistently recorded in
both Register and Certificate formats

e Boston Death Records
— Before 1904: Register
— 1904 to 1914: Certificate
— 1915 to 1918: Register
— 1919 to 1920: Certificate !
— 1921 to 1930: Register (Not Digitized) "Ja\

* Boston Birth & Marriage Records
— Before 1918: Register
— 1919: Certificate
— 1920: Register
— 1921 to 1930: Register (Not Digitized)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Yet to be digitized:
Vital Records 1926 to 1930

* Every 5 years vital records * In late-2022 (delayed by the

over 90 years old transferred pandemic) records for 1926 to

from the Registry of Vital 1930 were moved to the

Records & Statistics to the Archives

State Archives * The process of digitation (just
e Two different branches of completed for 1921 to 1925 in

State government: 2021) will begin again for this

— Registry under the Department new batch of records

of Health

— Archives under the Secretary of
Commonwealth’s Office

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 23
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Registry of Vital Records & Statistics

Maintains State Vital
Records for 1931 to present

Offers only certified copies
of records for purchase:

— In person: $20

— By mail: $32

— Online/Phone: $51

Visit the research room to
view and transcribe records

(photos prohibited)
— Appointment needed

P R e i
’ S A S SN CENNLSENT

Office located:
V 5 150 Mt. Vernon St.
v - Dorchester, MA

G
NT oF pueY
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Amended Records

A “3%” in the Vital Record Index indicates an amended or
corrected record

— Corresponding citation is for the amended volume

* All records amended after 1931 are held at the Registry of
Vital Records & Statistics

* Records amended before 1931 (vols. 1 to 86) are open and
can be accessed at the Massachusetts Archives

* Common amendments for birth certificates:
— Adding a father's information
— Spelling corrections
— Adoptions

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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INDEX TO BIRTHS IN MASSACHUSETTS 1941-1945

NAME TowN YEAR VoL. Pac
Cushman Albert Boston 1942 25 195
Anne Adams < 1944 33 415
" Harriette . 1941 12 64
Arline - 1941 9 89
Arthur Lawrence Lynn 1941 76 206
Bertil Russell Clinton 1941 48 5515
Bonnie lee Helrose 1944 93 130
el 4Carl Herbert Boaton 1942 424 406
Cherrie Vareham 1943 145 336
Corinne Ann Westfield 1943 147 77
Daniel Albert Boston 1942 18 91
David Alan Flymouth 1942 1?1 -92
SRS ANk WE Al DRATE AT
! w DIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS
| County of — WMOLEBBELEET o Tedii A,
| RETURN OF A BIRTH o
Regi o (9]
| Styor  Worcester Noa o By Vlngg at n;sni.‘“""!N
; {11 birth occurred In tal Sty

2. FULL NAME OF CHILD.-

M¥ary F Lynch

institution, give its NAmk instead of strect and nnm‘ﬁﬂ e
{H child §s not yet named, make

|| E—

I report, as directed

I 4, Twin, triplet 4a, Numberin ' 5 B—m i . T
\l.s Sex of - \ e 6. Date of
or other 7 order of birth , stillboy
| ChdFemale | rybe smeretontyin cvento  ATTve" DI o ks > O~ )
| FATHER i
AT FULL LT
AIDEN

e Thow:.: J; Lynch

| 9, RESIDENCE uoﬁ___‘i.@.é,..._f}_h.an.d 21

NAME 17

10. RESIDENCE No.......

'y F Eenrnescay

AS4 Chandlap. o i

e - - Worcester

Worcester

Reminder: the original copy of a record created after 1925 which was

later amended - is restricted

Only those named on the record can access it without a court order
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Massachusetts State

Archives
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Located:
220 Morrissey Blvd,
Dorchester, MA

Collects 20t century

materials produced

by state agencies

— State prisons

— Mental health
facilities

— Public hospitals

Massachusetts law
restrict these records
to preserve privacy

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 28
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Medical Examiner Records 1885 - 1960

* Noted on a death certificate if an .
individual was seen by the Medical
Examiner after their death

* May provide information as to
circumstances of a person’s life and death

rrsnire
{County)

ceand

£ lc\g (1[5.\1"\

The Conmmuncallh of Mussaclarita
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
DIVISION OF VITAL STATISTICS
MEDICAL EXAMINER'S

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

No. O WL U PRI« Ve T o ERRIR PO PO -] 2
NAME. i u"os‘l‘t ug Herrington .

wn' owed or divorced woman,

Provide death record to the
Reference Archivist and they will
send you the Medical Examiner’s
corresponding return

\(' '] I 3
(C. Ly ©f L muking retutig
Registered No......... Y

(If death occurred in a hosuital or iastitutios

give its NAME instead of strect and sz ian

(HU.S.
War Veteran,

specily WAR) oo

- Ward {

za\c ‘also maicen name.)

r
Years 2 Honths ... Days .Hours Minutes
. s1efersi08, OF oarl‘.cular (4-7.-/
t anik done, 335 spicoer, w - ‘RiaY]
sweir, Lao\urpfr LCu oo e eec e rssnmanassnsssnsnss sssvmsenases LATINCE. . .
T,
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State Prison Records
'5./‘

* Prison information is open upon # .
an individual’s death, but medical
& mental health info is redacted

* Request a prison inmate case file
by providing proof of death

* Case files often contain in-depth
family histories

* The years available depend on the prison. Examples:
— State Prison at Charlestown (1910-1941)
— Men’s Reformatory at Concord (1884-1939)
— Prison for Women at Framingham (1913-1973)
— State Prison Colony at Norfolk (1927-1955)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 30
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State Hospital Records

 The Massachusetts Archives maintains records of State
facilities that are no longer in operation

* Many State Hospitals opened in the 1800s & did not
close until the 1990s

* The regulations ruling the access of Hospital records—
no matter their age—are tight

* To learn more about process of unsealing records,
contact the Reference Archivist

".’
/ { {
4 | A 2 1 i
{ | . . ﬁgl (. L1 y g . j
LN /0 Ve N e v e WA NN /Yo TN
. G s e _}.Aac = RS et B e SO \
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il i -; [V} KOO8 i-15g LR i 1 Ly e e
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Massachusetts

Court Records
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Divorce Records

* 1887 to 1922: Divorces overseen by Mass. Superior Court

* After 1922, Probate & Family Courts also granted jurisdiction—
have since heard most divorces in the state

* Probate & Family Courts are broken up into 14 divisions

* Each division keeps own Divorce index:

— Statewide index (1952 to today) available at Registry of Vital
Records and Statistics Otz

— Which Court & Docket Q) anin ot
Number Wi oty @
* Contact courthouse i i @
where divorce occurred =0 e 20 Ry

to request copies
’robate & Family Court @ ’ @B.lrrmt.lhln Probate Court

91
@Dukeg Probate
and Family Court

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 34
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Probate Records

* Where to look for 20" century MA probate records
varies from county to county

* Depending on the record’s age, probate may be at
the Supreme Judicial Court Archives or still at
Probate & Family Court where originally filed

DEigy ] v
[

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 35
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Online Search Tools:

How to find historic court records

QUESTION

What kind of record are you looking
for?

e Naturalization is the process through which citizens of foreign countries become citizens of

the United States.
* Probate is the process of transferring property and ownership after someone has died.
* A will is the document in which someone states their final requests and wishes.

NATURALIZATION RECORD PROBATE RECORD COPY OF A WILL
ANOTHER TYPE OF RECORD

1) Mass.gov - historic court record “decision tree”
www.mass.gov/decision-tree/how-to-find-historic-court-records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 36
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Select your search criteria below. Fields marked with ~ are required.
Court Department *  Probate and Family Court v | Court Division *  Choose One

Barnstable County Probate and Family Court

‘Berkshire County Probate and Family Court

Countv Probat
County Prob

Worcester County Prabate and Family Court

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Naturalization Records at the
Supreme Judicial Court Archives

* Naturalizations records for
anyone naturalized in State
Superior Courts after 26
September 1906

* Majority of Superior Court
naturalizations for 1906-1945
available on FamilySearch

— Not text searchable, use
indexes to locate petitions

— Does not include Suffolk or
Dukes counties

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Naturalization Records at the
Supreme Judicial Court Archives

 Naturalization records filed after 1945 have not been digitized
— Use online index to locate petition number
— Contact Judicial Archivist to get full record

* Declaration of Intent & Petition for Naturalization may include:
— Name, address, occupation, date and place of birth of the applicant
— Information regarding arrival in the US

— Marital status & names of children, with their dates and places of
birth

 Prior to 1922, married women were included on their husband's
petition

e No statewide index to naturalization records at the Judicial
Archives

— Each court was responsible for indexing its own records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 39
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Mass.gov quick links to FamilySearch naturalizations:

www.mass.gov/info-details/find-out-which-historic-naturalization-records-are-available-online

\
¥ Mass.gov Search Mass.gov sEARCH Q

PART OF Accessing Court Archives OFFERED BY Massachusetts Court System Show 1 more

Find out which historic naturalization records are
available online

You can access post-1906 state Superior Court naturalization record holdings
by county on FamilySearch.org. If the historic naturalization record you're
looking for isn't here, please see the links in the sidebar for more information
on how to get other records from the judicial archives.

TABLE OF CONTENTS |

© Barnstable County
© Berkshire County
° Bristol County
° Essex County

o Franklin County
o Hampden County
° Hampshire County
° Middlesex County
© Nantucket County
© Norfolk County
° Plymouth County
° Worcester County

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 40
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Naturalization Records at the
National Archives

* 27 September 1906: All US

naturalizations transferred from
State to Federal Courts

* The Northeast Regional Branch of
the National Archives in Waltham
houses naturalization filed at
Massachusetts Federal Courts

N AT I O N A L — U.S. District Court
ARCHIVES (1790-1991)

— U.S. Circuit Court
(1845-1911)

BOSTON

* boston.archives@nara.gov

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 42
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Massachusetts Land Records

* Maintained at local level — 21 registry districts

* Registries of Deeds record & maintain every land
transaction in each county/district

* Access most 20™-century land records online!
masslandrecords.com

— |
———— ~ @ North Essex

/ T ‘5* —~ A fe)
/ 9 Y
e NcﬂtlBekahlr @ Franklin | S North 9 SouthESsex
| \ . Middlesex "
J p North ) J P
i 1 i | ) -2
° MlddlIg Berkshire_  ( Worcester /o South // o suffolk
/ L/ '® Hampshire|H <_\ Mqul?"ﬁ )
/ \ ) \ N\
® South Berkshire / Ln\/‘?’jf/“— SAWorcester /(g rlJ;( Ce orfolk (Part)
/ / \- orfol \
= e g (Parﬂf\
9 North Bristol X @ Plymouth
{ < j!
© BristolFall River &\ 7~
- \ .5 | @ Bamnstable — |
2 South aris‘lml o~ f
kes

??????????
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Massachusetts Land Records

Search Options ¥ Search Help&Support ¥ FAQ Basket

m a S S I d re c 0 rd Stcom * Business/Last Name | First Name: Party Type:

ach . Search Resel Advanced
Worcester DistriqiRecorded/Registered Land Both v [ i J{ - L .

Recorded Land Name Search (Dates Available: 01/01/1961-Current) -

Recorded Land Registered Land (Land Court)
Name Search
Book Search

Name Search
Book Search

Document Search Certificate Search
Property Search Document Search '

ting_Tutorial.
the Download Tutorial.

Recorded Date Search Property Search
Unindexed Property Search Recorded Date Search

Pre-1960 Grantor Index -

Pre-1960 Grantee Index

hrch information.

Plans Registered Land Plans

Monday-Friday Name Search

9:00a.m. - 4:00¢

Name Search

Book (Year) Search Book Search y disabled
Document Search Court Case Number Search

Property Search Document Search
Recorded Date Search Property Search

Unindexed Property Search Recorded Date Search
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Search Home Search Criteria ¥ Search Options ¥ Search Help&Support ¥+ FAQ Basket

* Book: Page Number:

maSSIa nd records-com 2045 200 Search | Reset Advanced

Worcester District Recorded/Registered Land

Recorded Land Unindexed Property Search Book: 2045 Page Number: 200 ( Total: 1.69 seconds, | rows)

Select All Invert Selection Deselect All View: 20/Page 50/Page 100/Page View Details

Pageh

Type Desc,
Book Page

02045 200

Print

Document

Click on
“view images” tab
to see an image of
the deed
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Massachusetts

Military Records
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Massachusetts National Guard

 Massachusetts Archives

— Service records of all Massachusetts Army and Air National
Guard personnel discharged before 1940

— Contact the Reference Archivist: archives@sec.state.ma.us

* The Military Records Branch in Milton_

— Service records of all discharged
Massachusetts Army and Air
National Guard personnel

(1947 to present)

— www.massnationalguard.org
* phone: (508) 422-1993
* email: military.records@mass.gov
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National Personnel
Records Center (NPRC)

* Repository of military personnel, health, and
medical records of discharged and deceased 20th
century veterans from all services

* Records from Spanish American War to 2000

* Submit record requests online: vetrecs.archives.gov

- 2

m——

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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National Personnel Records Center Fire
12 July 1973

e Destroyed 1/3 of its 52 million
military personnel files

* There were no duplicate copies
of destroyed records and they
had not been microfilmed

e Difficult to determine what
records were lost
— No index of records made prior

to the fire & many records were
on loan to the VA

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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National Personnel Records Center Fire
12 July 1973

* Losses to Federal military records
collection included:

— Army: 80% record loss for personnel
discharged 1 November 1912 to
1 January 1960

— Air Force: 75% record loss for
personnel discharged 25 September
1947 to 1 January 1964

* names alphabetically after Hubbard,
James E.

— U.S. Army Reserve personnel:
some late 1950s to 1964
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Useful Resources:

Finding your Ancestors at Home
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Massachusetts (227 The Boston Post ' [EXTRA

Newspapers HUGE MOLASSES TANK EXPLODES
IN NORTH END; 11 DEAD, 50 HURT

[ Newspapers Offer a Wealth Of Giant Wave of 2,300,000 Gallons of Molasses, 50 Feet High, Sweep

Everything Before It—100 Men, Women and Children Caught in

Sticky Stream uildings, Vehicles an ucture Crushe
information about your STATES 0 [ e o et fr e
il | ms During -
Massachusetts ancestors & DRY“W&ST ’ SR o cecope Fro
their community £ e Saci’

* About 4,500 newspaper titles
have been published in
Massachusetts over the last 300 = - THE BELLINGHAM HERALD [==
years U.S. DECLARES WAR ON JAPAN

3 000 Dead And Woundea’ In Attack On Hawaii S TS

= JAPIHESEHM Aol ext of War Message
* Advancements in printing & =25 T[?5’#'??;“4?5foiin”?ﬂ‘d"' e T

EEe STHTD L e
communication technologies in =~ ==="%¢ " i
late 19 century led toaboom = &
of local newspapers being ot muen
published daily in AP Sy "t

Massachusetts
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Massachusetts

BANKING SUPPORT FAILS 10,
RALLY STOCKS IN NEW YORK Newspapers

SOUTH END ARE  Censure of Bingham by  PRICES SLIMP 10

" o 20w senatorencated o os @ 20th century Massachusetts

s Wany B e wa.

L]} run
Pt Akrrs By (5 Sy POLICIMAN ALMOST e s

NABS TRAFFIC CHIEF M

s newspapers can include
2 ﬂ G genealogical details such as:

— Birth, Death, & Marriage
Announcements

W Astronauts Pros \ — School announcements

nan
pare ForRe- % |
%ﬁ’rcstdenr Is errymg Re o y
eace Message Wi th Him | 3

— Probate & Court proceedings

2 — Town Meeting Minutes

Foes Of Ay Nation Set
Come Up With To Wt'kome
A.l“, Plon Astronguts

— Property Sales

News In Bnef

— Military enlistments & news

te x
1'- A,. w pos — T
= = fot Oy g0 e =

— Everyday comings & goings
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Where to Find 20th-Century Mass. Newspapers

Many historic Massachusetts newspapers digitized & available online
No central online repository for searching Massachusetts newspapers

Check with your local library for microfilms of smaller local newspapers

Popular large national databases:
— Newspapers.com

— Genealogybank.com

— Chroniclingamerica.loc.gov

Useful summary of Massachusetts newspapers accessible online available
at: theancestorhunt.com/blog/massachusetts-online-historical-newspapers-summary
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Massachusetts Ci

=
i

- + 3 : :‘_;.-_'.
. w'%uﬂﬁﬂﬁ

Where to find them online:

Pin your ancestor to an exact
place & time

* Ancestry (www.ancestry.com)

= = « Fold3 (www.fold3.com)
=s=14 ¢ Follow an ancestor from year
— 1. IR« Google Books (www.books.google.com)
to year, filling in the gaps N ST
— between censuses = Internet Archive (www.archive.org) —
% ¥
e Gained more Widespread ':: Where to find them in person:
ES’% popularity in the late 19t L]+ Libraries - Local History Rooms
1 = . o, o '-'1“1.!.'1::_ pr
e century & were being h e Universities (often also online) l;:unﬂﬁ""“
T 1 r L
r ":i: publlShed aS ].ate aS the 198OS o Massachusetts State Library ::':“uu, : W
* ngton, h &
2 h
Sl TR 1 (Mot el TRGUnt Hrom, b
= al Yﬂ W] £~ = Ol 5'!?"1": FA H:lj-ﬂdﬁ"f . o E:}"a‘”'h barber Snow n\'li.l::uﬁpgefﬂg'ﬁ. I!Eﬁ:n
" & Candy Cq, Fapr Ji4 b g ]:p._-.;'ﬂr'h-I'F'!'lE (Katie), real patnte
e, 192 R E Fars Maxine it (1057 00 3 0 17h (g fron{ mrery—Poen
Fon - 4 L - rnﬁha? P- . lJ‘-«.I'I{ImJ- &v, Esfen, E‘mislr‘":"! Fdl':l-l:w{:’tﬁquu IHJ.'HI 1702 Miamj = )

e e e Thes 17k " Mamd ol tor &« 10k
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Massachusetts City Directories

* Published semi-annually

Pepperell
Shirley, Dunstable and Townsend -~

 Served functional purpose:
MASSACHUSETTS
How people found each other DIRECTORY

CONTAINING AN

* Include lists of churches, T e oo oo
hospitals, schools & government —
offices — Point you to other 19171918
family records

* Provide year-to-year local A
history & information on i oot e
prominent citizens .
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* Alphabetically list an individual with
their occupation, work address,
and/or home address

* Wives named in parentheses after

husband

* Reveal dates of marriage and death or
if someone has moved out of town

* Type and amount information
provided evolved over the decades.
— Early directories focused on men with
occupations; would not always include

domestic servants, women, or the
unemployed

— Later, more people were included such
as: students and unmarried women

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

GARDNER DIRECTORY—1957 151
Bidne Sigurd (Alphild) emp H-WCo h Riverside

Parker
Bielak Stanley Paul (Sophie) emp 38 Sand h 25 Mis-
sion
Billie's Diner (Mrs Billie M Viefield) 240 Main
Billings Arthur G (Martha E) mach H-WCo h 87

Pearl

—RBertha B tel opr TelCo r rear 202 S Main

—May J wid John W h rear 202 S Main

—Roger emp N&SCo r 38 Parker

Bilodeau Albert J (Eva) ins agt 2d f1 21 Pleasant h
37 Oriole

—.Alma housewkr h 120 Monadnock

—Edmond S (Ernestine M) assembler FSSCo h 178
Nichols

—Ernestine M emp 158 Main r 178 Nichols

—Lorraine T finisher FSSCo r 178 Nichols

—Paul S emp OWSCo r 178 Nichols

—Rene R (Marianne 1) foreman H-WCo h 198 Ash

Bilson Taimi L Mrs typist (28) 31 Parker h at West-
minster

Binnall Edward P (Eleanor M) h 180 Greenwood

—James E (Jacqueline) rem to Baldwinville

—Melvin R (Shirley M) trk driver Westminster h 49
Reservoir

—Richard J (Blanche J) pressman 13 Travers h off
Airport rd

> _Thomas H (Anna C) rem to Portland Conn

—Thomas H (Christine) business agt 52 Main h 180

Greenwood \
—William died Nov 9 1955 age 63 F
Birge Jennie E wid C Arthur h 148 Vernon

Biron Alfred J (Laura A) serviceman WCElecCo h
186 Chestnut

__Geraldine D clk H-WCo r 186 Chestnut

—Henry A (Gertrude F) h 40 Birch

—Irene I married James Gettens

Birt James W Jr (Pauline T) clk 86 Parker h £9
Richmond

—Harriet E Mrs atdt GSH r do

—William B (Harriet E) ins {20) 14 Main h 232
Waterford

Bishop Charloite M asst cashier The First National
Bank r 70 Edgell

BISHOP ENOS R (Ethel B) pres The First National
Bank 25 Pleasant h 70 Edgell—See p 32

—Joseph W Sr (Mabel M) foreman H-WCo h 171

Dak

—Joseph W Jr (Virginia) tchr 62 Waterford h 171
Oak

—Lorraine Mrs emp N&SCo h (1) rear 266A Pleas-
ant

—see Levesque
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Don't always skip
straight to name list!

City Directories provide a
wealth of other information.

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

‘‘The Heart of The Commonwealth’
(Courtesy Worcester Area Chamber of Commerce)
Population in 1960186, 559,

Native born population is 84 per cont, The predominating nativnalitics of the city are of English, Irish,
Swedish, [talian, French Canadian and Canadian crigin,

Area=38.41 square miles and elevation is 492 feet above sea level,
There are twenty-five Parks, twenty-one Playgrounds and seven Bathing Beaches, contalning approxi=
mately 1,300 acres, valued at $9,436,280,

The bonded debt of the cityas of June 30, 1960 is $25,570,000, Authorized and unigsved as of June 30,-
1960, §2,200,000. Total authorized and issued, §27,770,000. There are two Nationa) Banks and two trust
companies withtotal assets of $251,746,594.31 as of December 31, 1959, There are eight savings institu-
tions with total deposits as of December 31, 1859 of $518,809,863. 65,

Post Office receipts for calendar year ending December 31, 1958 wore $4,238,813. There were 260,804
money orders issued, equalling $3,978,184,

Church buildings number 130,

Number of huilding permits, 18598-1,022, Value of building permits (n 1958 was $4,103,249 for new
buildlags and §2,754,715 for alterations and additions. Number of real estate deeds registered inthe Wor-
cester Courl House in 1059 was 11,567. An unugually high percentage of the homes are owner vecupied,

Early History

Steady wholesome development with neither boom nor set back has been characteristic of Worcester
from the time of its first permancnt settlement in 1713.

In 1696, & committee of the General Court decided that the tract of land lying on the west shore of
"'Quingigamond”’ and near the outlet of “Nipnap"' might possibly support from 30 to 60 families, Twice
(1674 and 1683) was settlement attempted. Twice (1675 and 1702) were the settlors driven out by the In-
dians, and in 1718 there were probably not over 200 inhabitants in this territory which included not only
the present Worcester but also the towns of Holden and Auburn,

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Detailed local histories

¢a=m Maps or lists of ward, district, and

precincts boundaries can come in
useful when doing census research.
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 Pay attention to the
table of contents or
general index.

* Offer lists of local
churches, banks,
hospitals, schools,
railways, newspapers,
and government
offices.

* Advertisements show
what was important in
a community or vital in
the local economy.

WORCESTER, MASSACHUSETTS

““The Heart of The Commonwealth”

(Courtesy Worcester Area Chamber of Commerce)

Native born population is 84 per cont,

Population in 1960-186,559,

v

Swedish, Italian, French Canadian and

Area—38.41 square miles and elevat
There are twenty-five Parks, twenty-
mately 1,300 acres, valued at $9,436,28(

The bonded debt of the cityas of June
10860, $2,200,000. Total authorized and
companies with lotal assets of $251,746,5
tions with total deposils as of December

Post Office receipts for calendar year
money orders issued, equalling $3,978,1
Church buildings number 130.
Number of building permits, 1950-1
buildings and §2,754,715 for alterations 4
cester Court House in 1959 was 11,567,

Steady wholesome development with
from the time of its firet permancnt gett

In 1696, & commitlce of the Genera
""Quinsigamond” and near the outlet of
(1674 and 1683) was settlement attempte
dians, and in 1718 there were probably n
the present Worcester but also the towng|

LOTHROP'S BRAINTRIR DIRECTORY

Idealized Funeral Service

“E believe that our com-
plete: modern Shuwrooms

at South Weymouth contrib-
nte more lo the convenience
and com?ort of bereaved fam-
ilies than mere worde can ever
toll.

Services of Tady Assistant
Always Available

CC.SHEPHERD

fitneral director

CONTENTS

Abbreviatlons .

Bodntree Genersl Dirssory
Busipss Directary
Cemeteries

wirches

Clube

Pire Departmect

Fire Alarm Doses

Halls, Blocks, Bte.

Irdex to Advertlsers .
Labor OTgunizaslion:
Miscrllunoous Deparumenl
Miscc loneous Ovgenizations
Police Dopartment

Poel Offlees

Schoots ,
Spere: und Benevolent Organlastions
Btrect Dareclory

Thayer Poblic Library
Town Odicers
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Clues found in a City Directory may point you in the right direction.

e e ket sk B S sl Ve S e FEERY AT R R R S R
: .

“ MARRIAGES REGISTERED 'in_thesd;. for the. Year Nineteen Hundred and. Yoot JBEE
o o ST Ny B e R P15 A e, ey P i A Lo SR -k
3 7 ALL NAMES TO BE GIVEN IN FULL. - ¥ oy N e T Teyera il v i s by
;| OATE: AND. PLACE: |17 it 53 EULL NAMES OF GROOM " [y e, What Norage. | RESIOENCE OF EAGHf 0CCUPATION sy PLACE.OF BIRTHC+|-40 3230124 WAWES OF PARENTS OF EACH. ‘MO0 AWE, RESIDENCE AND OFFICIAL STATION
e . e~ J - - W e e B s s il
2 ‘,OF WARSIAGE O e Mk 4 & A L e T s i sy | I Yours, | AGmomer | o (OF, MARRIAGE. -7 85 EACH, Hoa3 OF EACR. .. FIAISTA Full Name of Father, k" | anwMaidon Name of Mother. 3 i B OF -PERSON BY WHOM ‘Wlw"!‘ ol

g P s =1 e
; 1t Tpaae, . (B Dot | 35| Jait | .. Al x| Woviinat bechtis Romiass I~ Bt Qiget™ Gottio Y, 5 11 il S
: %¢Wé MLl ar | it | Mol dd.,,,ﬂ;ze./# Horiass Mol | Mo -l | ol otk Gagpmem

Clergymen.
Bedinger Henry (Epis.), 2 Forrester

Bent Gilbert R,  Dearborn Example:

Brodie James ¥, (Cong.), 136 Federal
Bronson Dillon (M. E.), 349 Lafavette

Buckham John W. (Cong.), 3 Winter If you ancestor

Carey Robert H. (Bap.), 8 Brown
Clark DeWitt S. (Cong.}. 2 Oliver

Davis James W. (Ady. Ch.), 10 Cushing 1
Pamham Kdwin P. (Bap.), 15 Beekford | WWebS married bY a
Franks James P. (Epis,), 6 Hamilton

Gadoury Joseph O. (Fr. Ct}»f)(ll;g Lafayette minister, finding ;/ (,0\)

Gordon Benjamin, 26 Pea
Haley George W. (R. C.), 161 Federal

Haves John A. (Swed.), 3% Northey 1
Hill James L, 225 Lafayette their church may
Hinkley Elmer N. ﬁ&(%;fné].) 2»1’)21;1%1-?:-;,' 1 d h
Knight Frederick II. (M. E.), 121 Federa
[amb Frank M. (Bap.), 18 Cedar ead to other
Larkin E. 'I'. Miss (Friends), res. at Pea d

body
Latimer George]DL (Ig!ni(ti'), 2% I;Ief:gsgnﬁ records.
Levesque Joseph L, M. (Fr. C.}, 1! a

fayette " ‘
‘ MCCﬂlJir Michael J. (R. C.), 181 Federal ‘ McCall 1\-¥1ch‘a({:1 s pastm“..‘z{t. 'James Cath.
McCall Peter F. (R. C.), 161 Federal chureh, b, 181 Federal

McGrath Johu J. (R. C.), 161 Federal Peter F. 1st asst. pastor, St. James
Manshactray .‘Uft-nr(l (Hni)t,.l. 8 Cledar Cath, church, h, 161 Federal

al
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Reverse Directories or
Street Guides

* Sometimes appear within the larger City
Directory; consult the table of contents

* Lists individuals by street address
instead of alphabetically

 Name of the homeowner or head of
household at each address
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POLK’S

SAUGUS

Directory of Householders, Occupants of Office Build-
ings and Other Business Places, Including a
Complete Street and Avenue Guide

1946-47

Copyright, 1947, by R. L. Polk & Co.

the following list the streets are arranged in alphabetical order,
rsecting streets being shown. The number of each building on
is given in numerical order, and opposite the number is placed
of the occupants or houseowner or tenant. In the business
containing oﬂieu the occupants are shown by room numbers
practicable, in apartment homes the number denotes the num-
the apartment. In all streets both sides of the street are included
list. The profession or business of individuals of firms is given

at their respective place of business; to find occupation of others
refer to Alphabetical List of Names.

Numerical Streets are compiled in with Named Streets in their
regular Aphabetical Order.

The symbol @ fonowlu a householder’'s name indicates that we
bave received information during the canvass that the house is owned
by some member of the hmﬂy. but as the publisher cannot and does not
fuarantee the correctness of the information furnished. nor the com-
plete absence of mistakes no responsibility for errors can be or is as
simed, nor can the wbltlher furnish further information than that

)

FER
Bif

H

The symbol & preceding names denotes housebolders and places of
business having telephones.

ABERDEEN AVENUE from 86 ACADIA AVENUE fr 9% Bass

htwdavwcssﬂmnv. 'l::td;vnutoududmd.m
¢

Alih- begins bW t Lillian R Mrs
llﬂsmnney Chas 23 Yeo H®

20Edgecomb Stanley @ 28 Blake Herbert L
1sncwmuml-lm-y'rO 29 LePelley Wm C
18 Paridon Ellen Mrs @ 50 Crossman Jas O @

Alaric av begins
nlluderln‘ndl. ADAMS AVENUE (PH) Ir 393
37 Yurchus Albert Central west to 106 Vine, precincts

| 3 Vacant 48

Saugus 1946-47
“Directory of Householders”

ARLINGTON DIRECTORY. 155
OAKLAND AVENUE, ALl
From .ydeton to Clarcmont .lrenue.
4 Mr. & Mrs. Luther F. Fleming 5 Mr. & Mrs. Stevens Lawrence
18 Nathaniel Swett 21 Mr. & Mrs. Edmund W, Byram
Miss Susan lartley Swertt 23 Mr. & Mrs. Charles 11, Bartlett
Mixs Sophie Swett 77 Mr. & Mre, Edward F. Burns
22 Mpr. & Mrs. John I1. Ober 83 Mp. & Mrs. Nixon Waterman

132 Mr. & Mrs. Georee M. Bacon
178 Mr= Leander Peirce
ORCITARD PLACE.
From 1020 Mussaclinxcll s Ao pne.

24 Mr. & Mrs. Johu Dreselly

PALMER STREET.

Frome 361 Measseelewsclls Jlvenne o Drowdeay.

12 Mr. & Mr=. Walter E. Bowen T Mr. & Mrs. Walter W, (Fllara

14 Mrs. Elizabeth R. Filield 9 Mrs Granville Peirce
Wallace .\. Filield 15 Mr. & Mrs. Arthur A, Lawson

16 Mrs. Hamlin Harding 17 Mr. & Mrs, John 1. Rhoades

Theodore [arding
18 Mr. & Mrs. Willinm A. Me(abe

Arlington 1904-5
“Street Guide”
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Massachusetts City & Town
Annual Reports

* Contain statistics & data for a one-year period

* Published by Massachusetts law by the town or
city government

 Small town directories often list births,
marriages, & deaths

* Large collection of directories at the
Massachusetts State Library

* Check your Local Library’s Local History Room

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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DEATHS

THE ANNUAL REPORTS

RECORDED IN THE TOWN OF ASHBY FOR
OF THE YEAR 1918

NAME BIRTB_I’LACE

i

it

Finland

E
|

TOWN of ASHBY

s
-
r..

Marlboro, N. H.
Finland

§
F i

Ashby
Ashby

i
:
]

MASSACHUSETTS

|
E

2 2 |578.-3 I 2B & 58 B8

For the Year Ending December 31,

Io--aeu - W
2 5 |SBEEE we 28

1948
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Annual Reports give insight into
functioning of the city or town
your ancestors lived in:

Budget Information
Details on the local schools
Cemetery Reports
Vital Statistics & Trends
Road & Public Works
Other town related data

Tabie |
CASES AND DEATHS OF DISEASES DANGEROUS TO THE PUBLIC HEALTH, BY MONTHS

This table includes all cases (with their deaths) ir respective of whether cases were transporied into the city
from elsewhere, or were contracted outside of the city; alsoall deaths of Melrose cases dying in hospitals out of town.
- i ! R r 4 Tuberculosis
- L] _— —
= sl 23 = - =
t g z =3 4 T p g
B g 3 £ P B 3 E S<cd 1 = *
~ . - = € = s s ° EE=S | = cE =
E g 8z b 3 45 3 3 E £ 5
Months a Y [ 2% - - 3 = 3 [ -9 - 0 = =
| ‘-__ 77’ s : "7 | = F_
ke 2 ‘ n | 2 & l = £ e £ E = = « | 2 £ = e | &
3 a1 © a -~ e - = & e |< =4 M a ~ =] & (=] |8 | = =
s s S T N T b ) -1 §77 1 1 14 1
January ’ ‘ : 1 : A
R - 'S I-‘ 1 ; 3 :l |
1 1 9 - 3 3
till:rr\(;h 11 . 1] 16 | 1 1 1 58 1
. » -
May 11 1 4T 14 : i
June i) 2 ‘ 40 4 1 & !r
July 1 3 e 'i ‘ '.. :
August 4 4 - : = |
ptember 1 1 3 1 [
October 1 -
November J 1 :
| mber 25
”Til.‘\: 4 i (B 3 ( 1 ) f an7 “7
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CITY OF MELROSE

MASSACHUSETTS

Annual Reports
1923

WITH

Mayors Inaugural Address

Delivered January 2, 1923

PUBLISHED BRY ORDER OF THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN
UNDER THE DIRECTION OF THE CITY CLERK
AND BPECIAL COMMITTEE

MELROSE HOME SECTOR
Melrose, Mass.
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Summary

 Pay attention to historical
context

* Look beyond vital records

e Ask: Who created the
record?

 Look offline
* Ask for help
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 4: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

NEW ENGLAND HISTORIC
(GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright © 2023

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center






