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Overview

History

Major Record Sets

Common Challenges

L b B K

Research Strategies

Settlement

* 1718 - Five or six ships of Scots-Irish settlers
arrived in Boston; settling Worcester, Sutton,
Dracut, Lowell, Coleraine, and Casco Bay (Maine)

.

Between 1742 and 1753, an estimated 1,000
Germans settled in Broad Bay (now Waldoboro,
Maine)

* 1750s — A planned community called Germantown
was started in Quincy, Massachusetts; the land was
to be settled by glassmakers and weavers from
Germany
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Settlement

* 1763 - French and Indian Wars hamper efforts for
interior settlement until conflict ends

* 1775-1783 - After the Revolutionary War Loyalists
to Canada, UK & Caribbean

New England

Settlement. New England

1677

Just after

Settlement.
Coans
|

APPROXIMATE ORIGINAL TOWN BOUNDARIES
1620 - 1870
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Pre-Revolution

¢ French and Indian War

* Period of Salutary Neglect

* Boston Tea Party

¢ Coercive Acts

10

Revolutionary War

* April 19, 1775 - Fighting began in Lexington and
Concord, Siege of Boston

¢ June 17, 1775 - Battle of Bunker Hill
* March 17, 1776 — Evacuation Day

* War ended on September 3, 1783

11

12
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Revolutionary War Statistics

In June 1775, out of the 37,363 soldiers who enlisted in the
Continental Army, over 16,000 were from Massachusetts.

In 1777, out of the 68,720 enlisted troops enlisted, nearly
13,000 were from Massachusetts. This number was larger
than any other state that contributed.

In 1782, Massachusetts had over 4,000 men in the field, out
of over 18,000 in the Continental Army.

Source: Spofford, Ainsworth R. Massachusetts In the
American Revolution. Washington D.C.: District of Columbia
Society of the Sons of the American Revolution, 1895

7/5/2023

13

Post-Revolution

\' * 1786 and 1787 - Shay's
1 Rebellion

* 1788 - Ratification of
the U.S. Constitution

14

Changing Boundaries

Norfolk County was founded in 1793 from Suffolk
County

The newly formed county consisted of 21

towns: Bellingham, Braintree, Brookline,
Cohasset, Dedham, Dorchester, District of Dover
(part of Dedham), Foxborough, Franklin,
Medfield, Medway, Milton, Needham, Quincy,
Randolph, Roxbury, Sharon, Stoughton, Walpole,
Weymouth, and Wrentham

15

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 2: Massachusetts Research, July 2023
7/5/2023

Major Record Sets

Types of Records

17

Vital Record Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org
¢ Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850

¢ Boston, MA: Births, 1700-1800

* Boston, MA: Marriages, 1700-1809

¢ Boston, MA: Deaths, 1700-1799

* And other individual towns can be found on
AmericanAncestors.org

18
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Vital Record Law Changes

* On 1 Dec. 1716, "Every town clerk was ordered to
give in a list of marriages to the clerk of the
Sessions of the Peace annually in April, and every
clerk of the court was to record the same."

Prov. Laws, Vol. IL, p. 60

19

b igho & Rebockah Warren, Mo
Sameel Wheslock of Bhewmsbary & Dorcas Perry,

April 1, 1154
Dusiel Greenwosd, o, of Sutton & Jerveba Eates,

James Cartyie & Mary
Durid Peires of Walthasm & Tisidad larrington,

an o, 178
Sobomon Rixby & Rasthar Clark, Aprid 3 argy
Charles Davenpart, Jr, & Mary Hart of Leicester,
Apeil 8, 1135
Apei 3, 1735
Dinah Harringicn,
May 8 1r5s
i, May 15 1135
Rarud Cook,  June sa, o155
e 13, o135

Early Massachusetts Marriages Prior to 1800 by
Frederic W. Bailey (HathiTrust.org)

20

Massachusetts Probate Records on
AmericanAncestors.org

Middlesex 1648-1871

Norfolk 1793-1900

Plymouth 1686-1881

Suffolk 1630-1878 *

Worcester 1731-1881

Later years to come
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@) Mass.gov ! Q

Acts and Resolves Volumes: 1692 to 1959

Digitized Massachusetts Acts and Resolves volumes in the Internet Archive

TABLE OF CONTENTS

0000000000

mass.goV/lists/acts-and-resolves-volumes-1692-to-1959

22

Acts and Resolves: 1692 to 1779/1780

Resolves: 1692 to 1779/1780

Resolves: 1692-1702

‘ Resolves: 17031707

Resolves: 1708-1719

Resolves: 1720-1725

Resolves: 1726-1733

Resolves: 1734-1740

Resolves: 1741-1746

esolves-volumes-169.

M0 wrerner akemve B 80 5 B B &

ACTS AND

Provisce oF Tie Massacesgrms Bay

T CHAKITS 0F TIE FOFISCE

masasa 4 b JIBOQAQT

archives.org

24
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CHAPTER 889,

7/5/2023

RESOLVE FOR

RING HARVARD COLLEGE.

paiting Harvard College, Chapter 889,
Ives (Archive.org)

25

1754 Slave Schedule

* Governor William Shirley ordered that an
enumeration of all slaves over the age of sixteen be
completed by each town

* Includes Maine since it was part of Massachusetts

* The records of 119 towns have been preserved
» Note: There were no surviving records for the town

of Dracut

26

| PRIMARY RESEARCH

PR0NETS W s

bk

1754 Massachusetts Slave Census
AR chutod WKL S5 3 pre o DOCUMENTING A
TRt SLavi

https://primaryresearch.org/slave-census

27
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1754 Slave Schedule Example
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‘From the Massachusetts State Archives
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28
Census Records
* 1790 U.S. Census
» First federal census of the United States
» Head of household named
» All other household members broken down by sex
and age
29
City Directories
* First Boston directory e
of 1789 Bofton Direttory.
) DAMS Samoel, Hon. Wmm-‘!lrg: A
¢ Available on the Boston ceper G,
Athenaeum web site i ty "“'"'"’:' ol
bt
i e ‘
'3;'!";'#:‘?.? 365 Loogomiadl
A s N e iy
Adamr & Molieux, aaétfoniers, No.g, Merchants-row,
Al
el
Ar(!b)ld Az G. 3
Adlm ib’lllh{lm lesther. Jr(%ru\dikﬂhn»mlhh
30
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Newspapers
* The first issue of the Boston News-Letter was published on April
24, 1704, by postmaster John Campbell.
* Published weekly until 1776
* On December 21, 1719, the Boston Gazette was published
* Newspaper Indexes:
* Index of Obituaries in Boston Newspapers, 1704-1800;
Boston Athenaeum
* Index to Deaths in the Massachusetts Centinel and the
Columbian Centinel, 1784-1840
* Index to Marriages in the Massachusetts Centinel and the
Columbian Centinel, 1784-1840
31
2 American Ancestors
Search Events Give
External Databases From Home
32
3 American Ancestors BN - o -]
Search  Events Membership  Give ks Gapert il Toh.  Signanars Projects  Cornars & insuasees
Newspaper
AmericanAncestors.org
33
11
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Early American Newspapers
(1690-1876)

America's Historical Newspapers

Explore th

nprecedented ways

34

Newspaper Publications in the Early
American Newspapers Series

35

Boston News-Letter

Boston News-Letter

36

12
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Boston News-Letter
37
French and Indian War
* Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England,
1620-1775 database on AmericanAncestors.org
* Muster Roll Index Cards on FamilySearch
* Massachusetts State Archives Collection, Colonial
Period, 1622-1788, on FamilySearch
38
3 American Ancestors. AN e o Fr e e
Search Database _
=
B
===
39
13
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£ American Ancestors. setarie My Accou

Colonial Soldiers and Officers in New England, 1620-1775

Nolume " - < Page taoe 3

OB & @ rwarcms

i [ ot Pt i (0
I

Note Location CollactionShelt Flm  DGS  Formal
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familysearch.

42

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

7/5/2023

14



Class 2: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

Joseph Bass, Muster Roll Index Card (1762),
French and Indian War (FamilySearch)

7/5/2023

43

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Massachusetts State Archi 4, 1622-1788

familysearch.org

45
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Famor Tee SeMeh Mamones Ingeing  Actvies @ B 8 @ rewercem
1
d €d olge
46
47
Revolutionary War Pensions
* 1776 - Half pay for officers and men disabled in
the service and were incapable of earning a living
* 1780 - Half pay for 7 yrs. to widows and orphans
of officers
* Pensions are available online on Fold3.com
48
16
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Fowmen

Pension, Aaron Fairchild (Fold3.com)

e i
Sne. Sredutos Lansw f £2579 3

52

Loyalist Databases
* Divided Hearts, Massachusetts Loyalists, 1765-1790

* United Empire Loyalists' Association of Canada
(UELAC) database

53

£ American Ancestors

searn [ siemvecti e

Search Dat:

Soarch Tips

AmericanAncestors.org

54
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3 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give

Massachusetts: Divided Hearts, Massachusetts
Loyalists, 1765-1790

s R [ e | i
=
-
(Ehailon =3

AmericanAncestors.org

55

! L | '
United Empire Loyalists’ 7 e
-l Association of Canada
e INFORVMATION ON THE LOYALISTS
ELAC Braeches. Phease Note - Disclaimer

fusaa Conterenee
FLAC Catabge

This Diectory i fo be 1 mot proot

o -

Information on Individual Loyalists

H_“ P~ United Empire Loyalists’ —
71 [N .Illnd:ﬂnllln::hnlh Eilal e

FLAC Home

uelac.org

57

19
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Tax Records
* Massachusetts Tax Valuation List of 1771

* Massachusetts and Maine Direct Tax Census of 1798
» Not all Massachusetts and Maine towns survived

» They were in the process of being burned at
the Boston Customs House. An alert clerk contacted
NEHGS to rescue this valuable record set

7/5/2023

58

1771 Massachusetts Tax Inventory

e
e
o Lt L s
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5 G

Search Enumerations
B s o o i v sl e e

I
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i

i
!

o

zrnn-nrg-mg

e

sites.fas.harvard.edu

59

1771 Massachusetts Tax Inventory

sites.fas.harvard.edu
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(RDANS, THOMAS of Bostor, Suftol Gourty
[ADAMS, JOHN of Baston. Suffolk County
[ADAMS, THOMAS JR of Boston, Suffolk County
[ADAMS, JONATHAN of Boston, Suffolk County
[ADALIS, JAMES of Baston, Sufolk County
[ADAMS, ELLIAH of Boston, Suffoik County
[ADAMS, WILLIAN of Boston, Sufioic County
[ADANS, JOHN JR of Bston, Suffolk County
[ADAMS, JOHN of Bosion, Suflolk County
[ADAMS, DAVID of Boston, Suffok County
[ADAMS, PHILLIP of Baston, Suffolk Caunty
[ADANS, JOHN JR of Bston, Suffolk County
[ADAMSON, ROBERT of Boston, Suffolk County
[ADANS, JOHN of Boston, Suffoik County
[ADAMS, SETH of Boston, Suffolk County
[ADANS, NEHEMIAH of Gloucester, Essex County
[ADAMS, DANIEL of Ipsisch, Essex County
[ADANS, MATHEW of ipswich, Essex Gounty
[ADAMS, ISAAC of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, STEPHEN of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, THOMAS of Ipswich, Essex County
ADAMS. EZEKIEL of Ipswich, Essox

[ADAMS, SAMUEL of Ipsunch, Essex County
[ADAMS, NATHEL of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, GEORGE of ipswich, Essex Gounty
[ADAMS, ISAD of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, STEPHEN of Ipswich, Essex County
[ADAMS, JOHN of Marbiehead, Essex County
[ADAMS, JOHN JR of Marblehead, Essex County
[ADAMS. WILL'M of Martiehesd. Essex County = submit

sites.fas.harvard.edu

7/5/2023

61

I ADAMS, EZEKIFL
| Town of Ipswich, Evsex Cousty.
‘Buildings and Bosts
Deling Homes and Shops Adjeining Shops Adjeining Tashomes - o Stlhames
| 1 o
Warehouien Tromworks — st
o [ 0 0
Tons of Vessels
Land and Agricubure
Keep. Acres of Tillage Bushels of Grain Praduced per Year
o " i 100
= Toa af Salt
o0s 7 | 3
o Hay Per Yoar
2 s 6
Horses [T Camy Goat and 51
o 3 1]

sites.fas.harvard.edu

62

Search Events Membership Give bt Gt Tk e Cotes s
Search Database Saved Searches

Browse This Database

First Mame Last Name
veurs Location
Volume Page

AmericanAncestors.o

£ American Ancestors. s - e — e

63
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L Lanvs, Lots, Buildings and Wibarbes
Oria N ) Di

Ou-H pistenant thereto, and tho Lots oo

1798 Direct Tax, District 18, 2nd Division
(Maine)

64

Naturalization Records

* Naturalization is the admittance of a foreigner to
citizenship of a new country

* New England Petitions for Naturalization Index,
1791-1906

* Index cards created for each immigrant that indicate
when they naturalized, what court, what country
they were from, where they live, and the reference
information to find the naturalization records

65

First Naturalization Act (1790)

* Any free, white, adult alien, male or female, who had
resided within the limits and jurisdictions of the U.S. for
a period of 2 years was eligible for citizenship

* Applicant would apply to any court in any one of the
states where they resided at least one year

* Citizenship was granted to those who showed they were
of good moral character and took an oath of allegiance
to the Constitution

* Children under 21 years automatically became citizens
if they had a parent who successfully naturalized

66

22

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

7/5/2023
Naturalization Act of 1795
* Increased period of residence from 2 to 5 years
* Applicants were required to declare publicly their
intention to become citizens of the United States
and to renounce any allegiance to a foreign prince,
monarch, state, or sovereignty 3 years before
admission as citizens
* Immigrants who had any hereditary titles or of the
nobility class were also required to renounce that
status
67
FamiyTres Search Memores Insewing Acttes (o)
United Sta New land Petitions for Naturalization Index, 1791-1906
68
B2Ls3
ly same Given name of names
BARNETT WM. EEYNOLDS
R
Boston
. il v Grvel A g il wed Tcalon of oot
A-18 USDC BOSTON gﬁb,
of birth or alleglance born (or g
Jamaica
| Dato and port of arrival In U, §. Date of naturailzation
First Tues. Dec. 1796
Fmes aad wddrammes o witsonen
T e
New England Petition for Naturalization
Index Card Example
69
23
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Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records Images FomiyTree Geneslogies | Catalog

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Naturalization records (Boston, Massachusetts) : NARA, RG 21, 1790
1946

35 mm.

FaroyTen Samech Memerms Indeing  acnece O B 8 @ reanerecons

72

24
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Naturalization Petition of William
Reynolds Barnett (1796)
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Witness Affidavit for the Naturalization
Petition of William Reynolds Barnett (1796)
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75
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W‘e Civiov

C D i
ol i ndlei L om ~

ﬂ"”“’” e /rﬁ‘—?
e

e
_/5, #_,/g’/r,z&?“"

ey = |

- e
7 e S (~ //4 /

/t;”..ﬂ/d/
.(/ ..,/ /

//f..d.uz/
4,.. LA

parf Fovet, # T
o
Oath of Allegiance of William Reynolds Barnett " =y |
(1796)

76
Passport Applications
* Only issued to U.S. born citizens or persons who
naturalized
* 18th Century passport applications include name,
residence, birthplace, reason for passport.
77

FamiyTres Sesrch  Mamores Indewing  Activites o8

United States Passport Applications, 1795-1925
D

familysearch.org

78
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"The bearer Mr. Benj. Cushing is
a Citizen of the United States
was born in Pembroke near
Boston and wishes a passport to
return home."

g
"
Passport Application of Benjamin Cushing
(1797)

79

Study Projects

* Western Massachusetts Families in 1790

* Worcester, MA: Scots-Irish Settlers, 1700-1850

80

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give

- T

Early New England Rese

AmericanAncestors.org

27
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3 American Ancestors.

[search  Events  Membership ~ Give

7/5/2023

AmericanAncestors.org

82

£ 3 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give

Search Database

Last Name

AmericanAncestors.org

83

£ American Ancestors

Search Events Membership  Give

Western Massachusetts Families in 1790

AmericanAncestors.org

84
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[£3 American Ancestors

7/5/2023

Search  Events  Membership  Give

Search Database

B Worcestes, MA: St uish Seriers. 17001850

First Mame 35t M

AmericanAncestors.org

85

£ American Ancestors

Search  Events Membership Give

Worcester, MA: Scots-Irish Settlers, 1700-1850

Research Strategies

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Common Problems

Vital Record Registration not mandatory until 1841
» Huge gaps in record taking for Boston
> First major census is 1790 and is by head of household
only

Military pension and bounty land warrant applications
destroyed by fire at the War Dept in 1800

Barnstable County Courthouse Fire in 1827
» Most land registry deed volumes destroyed

Portland (Maine) City Hall Fire in 1908
» Cumberland County probate records destroyed

7/5/2023

88

Vital Record Substitutes

Church Records
Land Deeds
Probate Records
Court Records

Tax Records

89

Papers of the War Department
1784-1800

* On November 8, 1800, there was a fire at the War

Department

* Revolutionary War pension applications and

bounty land application files were destroyed

* A project was started to rebuild the War

Department Papers, led by Ted Crackel; the project
team visited more than 200 repositories and about
42,000 documents collected and scanned

90
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##+ —— PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT — ##+
1784 - 1800

Ao Hew N Getde | T Coien \...1\_

Guides

7/5/2023

* Sanbinghe Colection

* Communly used abbreviations
* How to Cite Documents

* Pileograplyroources

wardepartmentpapers.or me/page/Guides

How 10 ust THE PAriRs of THE Wik Dissnaest HisToRcAL CONTIXT
# Browsing Names and Documenns # Resoureesfor the Lue Eighteenih Contury Usited
Gy States.

91

#w» —— PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT —— w#w»
1784 - 1820
About News Gudes Teach Toamscribe Collction  Scasch

Advanced item search

Seareh ulltexe

Search by value JAny Progerty 3| iseuscly
Search by class. Select clas.

Search by item set  Selev e st

(]

DEPARTMENT i
p

beibe  Cal Seanch

search

wardepartmentpapers.org

93
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# %% —— PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT —— ###
1784 - 1800

About News Guides Teach Trnsenbe Collection  Search

Advanced item search

byitem et Selec itemset

94

##» — PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT — ###
1784 - 1800

About News Guides Tesch Tnscnbe Collction  Search

Collection

faily name s cuactly W
Template Repo

oft € > 11efl

ofl € > 1-lofl

wardepartmentpapers.org

95

Bennett Wheeler

Trem

Linked resources

Filer by property

Tile I | Altemaie label Class

Knos discusses naval appointments with Wheeler I | Document

wardepartmentpapers.org

96
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wardepartmentpapers.org

7/5/2023

97

#w#% —— PAPERS OF THE WAR DEPARTMENT —— ###
1784 - 1800
Abour News Guides Teach Tramscribe Collection Search

Advanced item search

Search fulltext . _
Scarch by valuc [Any Property)

wardepartmentpapers.org

Collection
Search full
Template Repo blcation Name Document Imags
N Document
Title D 1 fl € 3 1180018
l Pav.§ N
i Frye e
Dioctor Osbos '

wardepartmentpapers.org

99
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Payment of Sarah Brooks, nurse at Carlisle Pennsylvania

Tnin

7/5/2023

wardepartmentpapers.org

100

Barnstable County

 There was a fire on October 27, 1827, that destroyed the
courthouse

* It housed the Registry of Deeds, which had 94 volumes
of land records going back to 1783; all but one
volume was lost in the fire

* Many deeds were re-recorded, but sadly not all were
identified; many owners did not keep the original deed
once the property was sold off

101
{ FamilySearch Fomily Tree  Search Memories Indexing  Activities

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Original deeds left after fire, vol. 61, 1804-1808

Bamstable County (Massachusetts). Register of Deeds
(Main Author)
Bamstable County

husetts). Register of Deeds
(Repository)

Manuseript/Manuseript on Film
English

Sait Lake City, Utah : Filmed by the Genealogical
Sosiety of Utah, 1570

1 microfilm reel ; 35 mm

Notes

Massachusetts Land Records are available online, click here.

Mierefiim of manuseript housed In Yarmouth, Registry Office, Barnstable, Massachusetts.

View this catalog record in Wos

for other possible copy locations £

familysearch.org

102

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

34



Class 2: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

7/5/2023

et o
PR e v

i A 9/; P

4:74/1_%4 s,

ot trneee ! Gt b,
4.% Plerer rrsi ‘

i Lt ot

» | Flz

e Lo
| il B s | # | e

Barnstable County - Grantee/Grantor Index
(1804-1808)
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Deed Sold by Herman Smith to Edward James
(1806)

106

i RESULTS @ e

Deeds, recopied. 1783-1870 T

iabte s, ik bars.
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Hete Location  Collaction/Shell Film  DGS  Fermat
Town of Barnstaste, Beeds, vo p 0704 @
o, daads, vo Bis0o1 7460705 @
i, ceess, voi Bis002 740706 @
dends, vol. 1-2, 1 B0 7460707 @
Tawn of Chatham, seeds, vel, 1-2, 17 Bis004 7460708 @B
Town of Danvis, deeds, vol. 1-2, 1783-1827. Bis0es 7e07s @
Town of Denni, Seeds, vel, 3, 1783-1827. sis00e 74s0710 @
Town of Faimouth, deeds, vel, 1 Be60a7 T4s0711
sis00s 7s0712 @0
Bi60rs 073 @
sisoi0 70713 @
Bes0i1 7460715 @
m of Truro, deads, vol. 1 1783+ P —
Town of Sandnick, deads, vol 846013 746077
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Alternative Records for
Barnstable County Deeds
Court Records
Probate records
Town Records

Valuation records

7/5/2023

109

Cumberland County, Maine

In July 1866, there was the Great Fire in Portland that
destroyed City Hall

There was another fire on January 24,1908 at Portland
City Hall that destroyed the county records

These include the county probates that were kept in
Portland (county seat). City records were saved from
the fire

110

Alternative Records for Cumberland
County (Maine) Probate Records

* Court Records

* Land Deeds - look for estate sales

* Newspapers — look for obituaries and probate
notices

* Town Records

* Valuation records

111
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Humanities

7/5/2023
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s ® Review
-
- 1. The 18th Century in Massachusetts had
- many large historical milestones, which
g created many records.
= 2. Don't limit research to only census
- records and vital records - seek out as
- many records as you can, including
b browsable collections on FamilySearch.
= ® | 3 Scck out alternative records where records
-~ were destroyed by fire.
e
=
i
ﬂt -
115
THANK YOU!
o
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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