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History

Atlantic Ocean

f "LoNG‘S‘)\ND, g .
Indian Settlement in SE New England

5
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ANew England
Native American
eader

Dictionary of
American-Indian

Place and Proper Names
inNew E

A Nartonal Center for Famiy

History, Heritege & Culture

Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects. Centers & Initiatives.

Introduction

AmericanAncestors.org/tools/native-nations-new-england

Plymouth Colony

* Established 1620

* Encompasses SE Mass., Cape & Islands

* Core group were Separatists who had first fled to
Leiden, Holland

* Small in population and grew slowly

* Friendly relations with Mass. Bay

* Emigration to Berkshire Co., MA;
Dutchess Co., NY; Cape May, NJ; coastal Maine
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Massachusetts Bay Colony

* 1620s scattered settlements on Cape Ann
* 1628 Endicott group to Salem

* 1630 Winthrop Fleet to Boston

¢ Established and led by Puritans

* By far the most populous and influential colony in
New England

¢ Dissidents soon founded NH, Providence, Conn,
and New Haven Colonies

11

3000

2000

1500

1000

Immigrants to NE, 1620-1640
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History of Colonization

* Always the largest and most influential New
England colony

* Plymouth Colony and Massachusetts Bay Colony
merge in 1691

* Maine part of Mass. until 1820

* Major location point for migration north, west,
and south

14

Histories and Genealogies

= LR A

: GENEALOGIES AND ESTATES

¢ PLIMOTH

| PLANTATION
by William Bradford

CHARLESTOWN,

15

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Massachusetts Research, July 2023 7/7/2023

Published Guides

and Resources

Types of Published Resources

* How-to guides

* Finding aids

* Study projects

* Record compilations

* Genealogies

¢ Local histories

* Journals and periodicals

17

Genealogist's Handbook for
New England Research

Town and County Lists

Detailed Maps

Court Houses

Library and Archives

6th Edition

18
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NGS Research in the States:

Massachusetts
* Bibliography of resources
for various topics
MASSACHUSETTS

* Websites and databases of
primary resources for
Massachusetts

2

s

7/7/2023

19

New England Marriages Prior to 1700

* Enumerates approximately 99% of all pre-1700
marriages of New Englanders

— includes marriages in Europe prior to migrating

AmericanAncestors.org -
 New Exgnd

* * Searchable database On s st it ottty
k Sl

20

Torrey’s New England Marriages
prior to 1700

husband’s name wife's name other spouse & date
/ of that marriage
ABBY, Samuel (ca 1648-1698) & Mary KNOWLTON (1654-), m/2 Abraham place(s) of
MITCH] 90 1 1672; Wenk leny/Windham, CT Yy 10; residence
Knowlton Supp. 3:21; Tingley-Meyers 793; EINIC 1:33; DePew 47; Hale (1952) 660; Granberry 139,
267,268} sources
within {}

marriage
date

AD. . Peter (71622, 71621-1690+) & Rachel |?’NEWCOMB]|, ?dau Francjs; ca
1650/2; Medficld {NYGBR 12:10; Reg. 48:191, 85:383; Brainerd Anc. 7, McIntire Ame 282,
w,\umm 79 Adams (1898) 7: Sv. 1:14; Hill (1) 40, 43; Vinton Mem. 297, 299: WN_ gyher tamity
Catke Gen. (ms) 14; Fellowes-Davis Anc. 88} 4 member.
place(s) of sources
residence within { }

21
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New Englanders
in the 1600s

enealogical Research
tween 1980 and 2010

EXPANDED EDITION

CaLL, THOMAS, b. ca. 1597, d. Malden, Mass., May 1676. Goodman, pp.
139-45.

CaLLENDER, Erus, b. ca. 1639, d. Boston, Mass., 18 May 1728. NEHGR
144:195.210, 319-30, 145:31-43 (fve generation study); NEHGR
145:373 (correction).

CALLUM, JouN, d. Haverhill, Mass., 25 February 1693/4. TAG 70:1-8,
10411

CALLUM, MACKUM, d. Lynn, Mass, after 26 February 1677. TAG 70:1-8,
104-11

Camr, EowarD, b. ca. 1603, d. New Haven, Conn., before 22 September
1659. CA 32:140-44.

CANE, CHRISTOPHER, b. ca. 1613, d. Cambridge, Mass., 9 December 1653.
GM2 11:2:6; son Jonathan? at Sex, pp. 87-88.

CANEDY, ALEXANDER, d. Plymouth, Mass., after 1688. Jessup. pp. 251-53.

CANNEY, THOMAS, b. ca. 1600, d. Dover, N.H., afier June 1681. NHGR
19:1-7; Jessup. pp. 253-57.

CaPEN, BERNARD, b. ca. 1562, d. Dorchester, Mass., 8 November 1638. GMB
1:309-11; NEHGR 158:110-11 (Hannah? John?): M) 17:25-27.

CaRD, JOHN, b. ca. 1620, d. York, Me., 25 Janaury 1691/2. Probable English

ns e MG 19:22-30.

Carp, RIcHARD, d. Jamestown, R.1., before 1 July 1674, John? at TAG
58:40-42.

CARDER, RICHARD. b. ca. 1615, d. Newport or Warwick, R, not long after
29 November 1675. GM2 11:6-10; Johnson, pp. 66-68; TAG 79:100-8
(Richard® John?).

Canc

SEE GREGG

0N, EDWARD. b. 1610, of Rowley,d. before 27 November 1678, possi-
blyin England. RDGOO, p. 220; PA, p. 189-90; MCA, p. 173. Wife Fllen
(Newton) at PA, p. 547; RDG0O, pp. 395-96; MCA, p. 624.

CanuistE, Joserh, b. ca. 1663, d. York, Me., 17 March 1717/8. Donald Brad-
ford Macurda, Joseph Calil of York, Me. (York and Lincoln County Descen-
dants) and the Antiquity of the Carlyle Name (n.p., the author, 1986).
Reviews: CN 20:141-42.

Can

22

Founders of

Early American Families

RowERT Born ca 1604, (According to Hale-House) came on “Elizabeth”
1634, Cambridge (Mass.) 163, Hartford 163. d. Hartford by 14 Oct 1648
Freeman. Genealogical appeni o chroice o the Dy family (pamph.) 1900; G

Supplement 1913); cag 29:205 n. 3080 n: Aditions o Robent Day 1972
RowERT  Born ca 1605, (According to Hale-House came on the “Hope-
well1635), Ipswich 1641. . Ipswich b 3. er.Pillbury, v

DAYTON
Rauen Born ca 1588, Adhford, co. Kent,
169, East Hampron 1650. d. East Hampton by

1618, New Haven(Com.)
epe 1658, Shocmaker. Sc-

(pamph.) 1931; Early Daytons 195.
DEAN,DEANE _For brothers Johnand Walter: Genealogy of he Desne anily
1903; Supploment 1957: Register S1:432, 6093 (anc). Sce also DANE.

Jonx Born ca 1600. OF Chard, co. Somerset, Eng. Dorchester
1637, Taunton 163. d. Taunton by 7 June 1660, Surveyor of
McArthur-Barnes 1964,

swuvet Stamford (Conn.) or Faiefild or Jamaica 1656. Founder s lincage
applicacion #4011

w1k Bapt. Chard, co. Somerset, Eng. 13 May 1612, Came in ship
from Weymouth 1637 with servants. Dorchester (Mass.) 1637, Taunton 1638
d. Tauntonafter 25 Aug 1693, Tanncr. Freeman, Selectman. tag 23174 n, 9:227
(chikdren): Regiser30:336; N.G.5.Q. 71:17e
DEARBORNE, DEARBARNE orig DAREBARNE
Goveaey  Exeter (N.H.) 1639, Hampton 1649, d. Hampton 4 Feb 1635/6.

Mass.)

(anc): Maine & Dow, Hampton.
DEARING, DEERING (For George and Roger sce Maine &)

smwurt Braintree (Mass.) 1647, Block Iland ca 1663, Braintrce 1670. .
1. Planter. 4 line

167
grandson who m in 1736. This line may have dicd out in male linc
DEBLE v. DIBBLE

DECKER

JOUANNESDE  Came over on “Swarte Arent” 1654, Beverwyck (Albany,
N.N.).Living 1670. Governor's council. S. Nicholas Secey genealogical cords 2.
1916

DEE v. DAVOL
DEEBLE v. DIBBLE

23

Perio

... and many more

dicals

New England Historical and Genealogical Register

* .

* * The American Genealogist
* * The Mayflower Descendant
* * The Essex Antiquarian

* * The Essex Genealogist

24
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”l!h"l HIIHHU &lu!mr Baokstore: Avout Us [
Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signaturs Projects Gentrs & Iniaives
1853.] Early Settlers of Essex and Old Norfolk. 83

EARLY SETTLERS OF ESSEX AND OLD NORFOLK.
[Continsed from p. 316, Vol VL]

Leoar.—John, Hampton, 1619.—| ecie—Timothy (Lyndall,) Salem,
Jokn, . m-l Aun mlm,mmu 1677.
—qum and Ei Lln’cﬂﬂl .~ Francis,ae.60, mlﬁGQ
“1 homas, (or Lulford) d. in
673

Lasxtonx— Wil {or Lineola),

I.\emd 1654, as
M |

, in_1666.—Samu
head, 1606, ol
in 1670.—Joks, Mnrmchcud wr Livsry. —cnmrwkr will 10 April,

Efizabeth, 1630, 1609, ch. Eleaser, Jokn o Ne-
Lssgizon, ‘Riclard, Rowley, wil
Ch. Joln, —Llsamv—}\uﬁnlnl, Excier, 1650,
kel Mm and Sarah —Id. 1661 and 1
1665.—Jokn, Jun.,| _Jsawa Exeter,
oot o 1651,
Lexox.—Robert, wi. Mary, \-lll]n‘n.l.uu.t — John, killed with
provd. Junc, 1667 Capt. Lothrop, 18 Sept, 1675,

LaamanHeary, wt, Mary, 1650wy of Hoverbil
—Ienry, so. 40, ia 1660, Locxrn.—Gearge, ac. 36, in 1694,
Thomas, wi. Elizabeth,|]. Seo Bricntn.
1651, Loxc.—See Buaxrono.
Liverics—Caleh, m. Martha, wid: | Loxonorne.— Richard, ae. 45, in
ow of Francis Siais.—Caleb, wl.| ~ 164 i
Martha, of Middicbors', of Loog|Lono.

in 1667,
dert, ne. 57 in 1658.—

AmericanAncestors.org

25

. .. and so many more!

Great Migration
Study Project
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* « Searchable online databases on

3

Great Migration Study Project ,3°

* Directed by Robert Charles Anderson, FASG
* Started in 1988

* Genealogical and biographical sketch for immigrants
to New England from 1620 to 1640

* Thirteen published volumes
¢ Newsletter (bound versions available)

* Tours and other educational programs

AmericanAncestors.org

3

7/7/2023

28

*- The Great Migration Newsletter, vols. 1-25

Great Migration Volumes

*  The Great Migration Begins: Immigrants to New England 1620-1633 (3 vols.)

*' The Great Migration: Immigrants to New England 1634-1635 (7 vols.)

*  The Pilgrim Migration: Immigrants to Plymouth Colony 1620-1633
*  The Winthrop Fleet: Mass. Bay Company Immigrants to NE 1629-1630
*  Puritan Pedigrees

*  The Mayflower Migration

*  The Great Migration Directory, 1620-1640

29

THE

Great

Migration
Directory

NEHGR

ImmigratSto ; . exbury; st ety
New England, s =
1620-1640
A Coxcisr CompeapiuM

Bosson [BTR 1:41, 49, §3; Lochford
01; TAG 40:82-84]

Robert Charles Anderson

Catter, Thomas: Unknowns 1635 o0 7 pswich, Sallsbury (GA
222730

30
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Anentry from The Great Migration Directory

Name English origin Year of arrival in New England

\ New England residences

Norris, Edward: Horsley, Gloucestershire; 1639; Boston, Salem
[BChR 24: WP 4:168: SChR 9; EPR 1:34; MBCR 1:377; WJ
1:197. 2:78: TAG 84:200-11]. (His daughter Mary preceded him
1o New and by 1635 [GM 2:5:266-67].)

Citations: The Records of the First Church in Boston, Additional comment with a citation
1630-1868; Winthrop Papers, 1498-1654; The Records of the to The Great Migration: Immigrants
First Church in Salem, Massachusetts, 1629~1736; The Probate to New England, 1634-1635.

FRecords of Essex County, Massachusetts, 1635-1681; Records
of the Governor and Company of the Massachusetts Bay in
New England, 1628-1686; John Winthrop, The History of New
England from 1630to 1649, James Savage, ed.; and The
American Genealogist

31

Great Migration Series

Who is included?

* If person appeared in a record

* Direct or indirect implication of arrival

* Appearance of an immediate family of a person
known to have arrived

33
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2 The Grest Migration
ALICE ASHBY

“Alice Ashbey,” aged 20, maid servant fo Willim Holman, was envolled at
London on 20 June 1635 as 2 passenger for New England on the Defence
[Hotten 53],

COMMENTS: Not found in any New England record.

In the London port book. Alice Ashby's name comes between that of
WILLIAM HOLMAN's wile and his five children. As a resubt the indexer
of Hotten fellinto the error of giving to the five Holman children the
surmame Ashby

JOHN ASTWOOD

ORIGIN: Little Hadham, Hertfordshire
MIGRATION: 1635 o the Hopriel!
FIRST RESIDENCE: Raxbury
REMOVES: Milford by 163

RETURN TRIPS: To England by 1654

GCCUPATION: Husbandman [Hotten 46}
HURCH. ber #132,

among the 1635 arrivals [RCHR 81).
FREEMAN: 3 March 16156 [MBCR 1:371)

EDUCATION: Signed his will [NEHGR 34421, citing PCC Alchin 505},
The inventory of his widow's esate inchuded two Bites vaed 1 1 1.
reel of books® valued 31 £17d. 64 and 3 pair of spectacles.
OFFICES: Deputy for Miford, 27 October 1681, 3 April 164 [NHCR 1:112,

191 Ak £ Ocaber 48 RHCR 42
‘Captain, 1646-53 [NHCR 1:263, 122, 467; NHTR 1:168,
ESTATE: Inthe 104 vty of Mllond bedJobe At b s

pareels: & half acre home ot

at the west fie in creck: shot, twenty-one acres and one rood 1 west
feld in fence shot, ten acrea at Stubby Plain, wenty-three acres at the
Great Meadow and "for his halfdivision fwenty acres . on Eseck Plain”
Meiord LR 178, 82,87, 92,95, 100}

proved 31 August 1654, John
loving wife Sarsh Astwood” all

Joen Adtoosd P

the estate in New England; "of my estate here in England in Abutley” to
“my brother William Astwood ten pounds’; to s 1) g mother e
pounds sterling and the wse of two rooms of m; y
Reert Avrwoed: five paunds Y Johe Futt” Mug sk 1o cocuon
“my son Samuel Astwood” [NEHCR 28:421,citing PCC 505 Akchin).

n her will, dated 9 November 1669 [no date of proving recorded], "Ms.
Sarah Astwvood of Mioed, widow, bequeathed 10 ‘my daughter-in-law
Hannah Freeman wife of Stephen Frecman' a pair of sheets “formerly
Capt. Astwoods; 10 "my grandehikd John Baldwin' livestock, pewter,
houschokd goods; to “my grandchild Mary Woodruffe® her choice of

o "Reverend Pastor Mr. Roger Newton' 2k fo ‘my grandchild

Yy d dau:hwr anumh Baldwin,
0 "my grandchi

grandehild Sarah B
Temperence Baldwi
pedticoat; o ‘my great-grandchi Sarah Burwell s pewter platier;
beloved daughier Mary Plumb’ a book called The Soul's Conflict; “my
beboved brother Richard Fatt & Thomes Wheler” verseers [NHFK
120

The inventory of the estate of "Mrs. Sarah Astwood of Millord" was

ki 108,

real estate: “10 acres of land in the Indian side in the old field” [NHPR
23]

BIRTH: Abwout 1609 (aged 26 in 1635 [Hoticn 36}
DEATH: “Abutley.” England, between 27 June 1654 (date of will and 31
August 1654 (probate of will) [NEHGR 38421 (‘Abutley" has not been
satisactorily identified )

MARRIAGE: (1) I3 February 16334 Missenden, Hertfordshire, Dinis
Stallworth. She was butied at Litle Hadham, Hertfordshire, on 26

(@)By 1635 Martha ___. "Martha Astweod the wite of John Astwood
was adumitted 1o Roxbury church as member #135, among the amivals of
1635, and shortly after the sdmission of her hustwnd [RCAR 1], (Possibly
she was the Martha Carter, aged 27, on the Hopewell with John in 1635
[Hotten 461)

(3 By 2 August 1640 Sarah (___) Bakdwin, widow of Sylvester [TAG
1629, citing Milford Church Records, p. 1}. She was buried at Milford on

7/7/2023

" The Grest Migration Jobn Astwoed =
13 November 1669 [TAG 1629, P 1) Vst since
CHILDREN: will implying he had not changed his residence to"Abutiy.”
With fest wife
i SAMUEL, bp. Little Hadham, Hertfordshire, 19 December NOTE In 1999 Lines
1634 o further record. Jacobus compied a brief account of the family of John Astwood [Parke
With second wife Gidenseeve 71.72).
B HANNARL b doy 114 . () by 2 Stophin o
[Parke Gildenleeve 6, citing Milford church records in

hich Hannah i called “wife of brother Stephen
Freeman and daughter of Capt. Astwood"} m. (2) afker
1675 Roben Porter [Pa dord
LR 1258, 3
1685)); m. (3) after 1689 John?) Clark (on 10 March
163071) Hannah Clark s called “nov widaw formerly the
of Robert Porter” [Mitford LR3S7])
ASSOCIATIONS: Brother James Astwood came & few years later and
settid in Roxbury, leaving a 1653 will boqueathing, £ to "brother John
Astowood” [SPR Case #132].

On the same day and in the same parish, John Astwood married Dinis
Stallworth and William Grace Suliworth, Astwood and
Towles e long ssocated m Now England, and = pparentthat
Parke and Jacobus, who noted this pairing of
they were the New England immigrants, did not see the n;.m T
Astwood's son Samuel or the burial of his first wife Dinis in Little
Hadham [Parke Gidersiceve 71},

COMMENTS: On 3 Apeil 1635, Husbandman Jo: Astwood.” sged 26, was
enrolied at London on the Hepeel 13 3 passenger for New Englind
[Hotten 46]. Encolled at the same time were °
Wutha ot aged s e Bl

Cuptin A peformd the marlgs perween koph Fecke and
Widow Burril at Milford 12 September 1650 and was stll performing
marmiages in 1652 [NHVR 1:2. 103}

©On S July 1653, Susan Clarke, daughter of James, charged Ells Mew
with indecent assault. During the course of the case, Susan's mother
stated “that the girl should have gone to Milford 10 dwell with Capt
Astiwod,” but her good disposition had caused John Jones o keep her in
his service instead (NHTR L1283 I s probabe that John Astwood was
il in Connecticut a4 this date. It seems Ml that he went ko Enghind,

JOHN ATHERSON

“Jofhn] Atherson” was enrolled on 18 April 1635 a1 London a3 a passenger
for New England on the Sucan & Elen [Hotven 63}

COMMENTS: Notseen in any New England recond.

THEODORE ATKINSON

ORIGIN: Unknown
MIGRATION: 1634
FIRST RESIDENCE: Boston

OCCUPATION: Feltmaker, hatter, beavermaker [SLR 6:X17:38]. On 17
December 1652, Theodore Atkinson recorded & number of legal
documents, including deeds and debt instruments, mast of which were
probably related to his business activities. In one of these records, on 7
October 1652, “Thomas Webber, master of the good ship called the
Mayflower .. now riding at anchor in the river at Boston” sold to
“Theodore Atk i P

' [SLR 1-258-59
CHURCH MEMBERSHIP: "Thevdorus Atkinson servant to our brother
John Newgate" was admitted to Boston church on 11 January 16343
[BCHR 19
PRI Wity 16 RanCR 3
EDUCATION:

OFFICES. Bone bl V‘Mluh 16489 [BTR 194 Clerk of the
market, 12 March 14545 [BTR 1

ESTATE. On 31 Aot 10, Totor Aknone b ranted bl Gret
Lot for two heads at Mudie River, if it b there v be had after others are
served that had their grants before him” [BTR 155}

35

Sources Used

* Passenger lists
(original, published,
and reconstructed)

¢ Lists of Freemen

* Colony and court
records

* Notarial records

¢ Town records

* Vital records
Land records
* Church records
* Journals and letters

« Citation in brackets
with abbreviated
source; see Key to Titles

36
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Early New England
Families

7/7/2023

* * Searchable at AmericanAncestors.org

Early New England Families
* Directed by Alicia Crane Williams

* Genealogical and biographical sketch for those who
married in New England from 1641 to 1700 (uses
Torrey as guide)

* Grouped by year of marriage

* Two published volumes

* New sketches posted online

38
o . o o
What information is included?
* Name of groom * Married *  Personal
* Migrations/residences = Name of bride * Estate
— Bride’s parentage/family
* Parentage/family — Bride’s death/burial ¢ Children
* Birth/baptism ¢ Church ¢ Resources
* Death/burial « Military ¢ Commentary
e Land ¢ Court
¢ Community ¢ Occupation
39
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7/7/2023

40

41

Mayflower Families 5t Gen. Desc.

» Index of all the 5t Generation descendants,
their spouses and children

* 31 volumes in total
— Over 385,000 searchable names Magy

* * Searchable database
at AmericanAncestors.org

Vo
L

ST gy

M““»'E‘LE‘;,!}_{B |

42
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FAMIL
E FAMILY

. Dy 25Ny 704 LYDIA DELANO, st i . o
ko S A o 1t . 50 Py e o o

(Westom) Delana.
“The wil of datod § Nov. 1762,
Feb. 1764, names wife Lisia Soule; eldest son Joasthan Soul, sons Al 5o -

Jonsthan Soul; my youngest scn Nabaniel Soul: cldest i yousgeq
g Ll Swiors, w1 ko Saone. Ha samed el S s
exccor, with winesses Neheeniah, Thaddevs nd Jorathan Peterson,

Chikdren of ovish aed Lydia (Delano) Soule, b. Duxbery:

i JONATHAN' SOULE, b. 23 Juse 1705; & Ducxbory 4 Ageil 1776 ae 70,
et On 2 July 1768 Jomathan Soal of Duxboro, yeoman, deeded ll |

bis i
MARY SOULE b S Doc. 17064 Dusbury 3 . 1781w M it ™

2 ABISHAI SOULE, b. 25 Nov, 1708

o MICAH SOULE, b. 12 April 1711

o v SOULE, b4 Nov. 1714

EE Eb.20ct 1719

e MD 18 (o, MO 6537, VRDUKURY . 16 . A 13
(b Jonathan, Lycia), 164 (. Mary, Micah, Nathaniel). 312 (m.), 422 (d. Josiah,
Ly Jonstan, vy NEHGR 7147 Py o, PR 18536 (o o)

UA® SOULE. (Jobw', Goorge') Dby 12 00, 1681 . the 29
M-ynﬂxusnmml(plhmﬂld - South Diecber
mm- 15 Feb. 17005 JOANNA STV

LEY, b o (6365 &
mdﬁ:ﬁmwuam S
31 Des. 718 Heory Culier, “Taylour” sold § acres in Dusborough o
Joshan Soude of Duxt twm. coaster; od a Stepben. §
deceased, and Sambel =
Jm&mwummu North Yasmcuth ME 30 D, 1734 and was ctive
 a shighuilder nd rader, On 19 Feb, 17345 Joshua Soade of | ugh, yoomas,
il shares of sl medor, bk 4 Lo 1t sellers were Piaah et
and chaiod Samsen, bt of D
0n26 iy 1764 Joshun vk of Dushorough, 3
kil Soue of Dueoug,comse. o e b 0
On 13 May 1752,

ocadow in Duborough 10 Joshua Soul of Duxborogh, yeoman; witncsses were [ce]
sapn Sout ad Ny S, b S el

GENERAT

T il of b S f gty
e, Joseph and Nthon Sl

. dated 8 My 1767 aod peoved
grandson Saumuel  Soule;

- ok i il of b St G Agal vl of P Drve
demier 2o sole. utor, with
J_,_dhmwmmmm"wlmwm
Chden of b st () S, Dy
w1 ZERUANSOL
% JOMNSOULE,
2 & EzEELso
v JOSHUA SOLLE b, : rob. .y, (ot e i)
g % ABGALSOULER oAmaITS
b 171 g ot et )
6o JOSEPH SOLLE.b 5 haeh
o Sour,
19 i SARAMSOULEb.25Mly 1728
Refirences: MD 9108 (m., 11:133-7 (will). VR DUXBURY pp. 160 b. Nathan,
o 1650

161 gl 162 i 1630 o,
mma.umurm: ) "o, ME LR 17,132 (oshua Souks). Plymosth
T b S Pymoth o LY 1231 ey Calle 324 s

ji 41236237 (Amcs Samson). SAVAGE 1263 (Willam Brooks. GREAT
15 (Willan Brooks).

MIGRATION (1995) 1:407

3 NATHANIELSOULE (Nathsief! George') b Durtmoeth 12 Jan. 1681 &
e 2y 76 (waran o sprse s e,
He 1) Duomossh Portescuh R) 20 July 1708 MERIBAR
CIEVORD i Seabwion 31 O 16874 Dt en. 1755 g o o d
Dekah (Peny) Giffrd
He ma2) Darimouth 13 Feb. 173273 HANNAH MACOMBER, b Dty
o, 1700; & these ater 3 June 1740 s beore 17 Jly 1759; dmugher of Wilam ard
willo 17 1ty
1759 rames dacghrerHannsh Scsl, Bceased, e granscn Weston Soul, 0 of dghter
Haneah

On 30 Jan. 17334 Nathaniel Soule of Darmiouth, yeoman, sold land n|
Do o Bechih Macsnbs of Daroulh,wid, Wi Harnh o siped. On §
St 1738 Natmil Soce of Darimcns, s, ld o Holden|

On 3 huly 1744 Nathasiel Scule of Darmoush,  Gecded
Durmouth t0 son Jonadh Dt G e v st of
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* * The Essex Antiquarian
* * The Essex Genealogist

... and many more

Periodicals
* * New England Historical and Genealogical Register
* * The American Genealogist
* * The Mayflower Descendant

44
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Early Massachusetts Records

* Vital and church records: birth, baptism,
marriage, death, burial, divorce, gravestone

* Land records: grants, deeds, mortgages, gifts

* Probate records: will, inventory, guardianship

¢ Civil records: lawsuits, individual vs individual

* Criminal records: prosecution by authorities

» Military records: Colony, town militia

46

Overview of Colonial Government

* Colony - Records of General Court, laws, appeals,
border disputes, diplomacy, war

* County or Jurisdictional Courts — Criminal and
Civil actions

¢ Towns - Selectmen, elected officers (Town Clerk),
vital records, town grants of land

47

Access to 17th century
original records

* Originals not often available to the public

* Microfilm images

* Digital images online - replacing microfilm

— Americanancestors.org
— Familysearch.org

— Ancestry.com

48
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A Guide to Massachusetts Public Records

¢ List all town and church
records available as of 1884

¢ Invaluable tool to
determine when records
were lost or destroyed

Massachusetts

* Reprinted in 2014 Public Records

e CaTTer Jo7 T =
Jﬂmgncquncesgom History, Heritage & Culture. Bockstore (L
Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives

Town Guides

Research towns throughout New England and New York

AmericanAncestors.org/tools/town-guides

£ 3 American Ancestors, Hbtony Herluge & Cultre [y
Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Todls Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives
A
|—— 0 —

Name | Detailedinformation | Established  County | ParentTownfs) = OtherNames Related Database

Abington ™2 Plymowh  Bridgewater

Acton P ™35 Middlesex  Concord

Acushnet f 1860 Brissol Fairhaven

Acushena rmout Dartmouth
Adamns Town 778 Berkshite  EastHoosuck Plantation

Agawam

Alford TownFrofile 1773 Berkshie  Great Barrington

Amesbury " e 1668 Essex Salisbury

ncestors.org/tools/massachusetts-town-guide

51
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Vital Records
Mass. has the most complete set in the nation
Kept by towns beginning in 1620s
Generally are well-kept, but not always complete

VRs up to 1850 published for over 200 towns, the
majority in eastern Massachusetts

For other towns, use the Corbin Collection, Rollin
H. Cooke Collection, Holbrook microfiche, or
manuscripts (all available at NEHGS)

7/7/2023
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Y -

Vital Records to 1850

Systematic History Fund series = “Tan Books”
Births, marriages, deaths arranged alphabetically

May include VRs from
church, cemetery, Bible
or private records

Most online at
AmericanAncestors.org

53

VOLUME ONE.
DEDHAM.

1635 A Bﬂgish;r of the Births,Marriages and Deaths in this Towne,in which
the yeare is accounted to begin the first day of the ﬁrat mo, ealled March,

Mary, Daughter of Jn°. & Hana Dwight, borne 25 of y* b m
1635 John, t,ha Son of John Balden & Joana his wlfa wna borne the 24 of

he 4 m
7 Ruth, t.h Daughter of John & Annis Morse, was borne 3¢ of 4 m¢
Mary, the Dan&ht@r of Joseph & Millecent Kingsbury, was borne the 1 o! 7 me.
88 Sarah,the Daughter of John & Hana Dwight, was borne the 1'1th of yo4 me.
Ellz&beth the Daughter of Joseph & Mllucanu Kingsbury. was borne the 14

y¢7 m
Eliabeth, the hauglmar of Francis & Amy Chickering, was borne the 26% of

Dau; hv,er of Richard & Mal Elle!'ard 'was borne the 28 of thie 7 me.
Buznimm, the D aughter of Thomas & ry Aleock, was borne the 14% of 708 m’.
Son of John & Prudence Fra; y, s borme the 29 of the 10 1
wﬂs Rachell, the Daughler of John & Alice Roper, was borne themﬁ ufthe 1me,

Samuell, the Son ird & Mary Euerard, was borne the 31 of lha 1m¢
Samuell, the Son of John & Joanna’ Gay, was borne the 10% of the 1 m
.Tm ih, ‘the Son u(Wlllmm Barstow &}&An] his wife, was bornet.he ﬂ“‘ nf ihe4 me.

iah, the Son of Dan l&L]dln. orse, borne the 8 of the
.I(ary, the Daughter of E\l ward & Susan Richards, was borne thu D“’ of yo i

all, v.::e Dnughtat of Ferdinando & [Ann] Adams, was borne the 15% of ths

he T m
-John, the Son of John & Annis Morse, was borne the 8 of the 4 me.
Daniell, the Son of Henry & Elizabeth Smith, was borne the 13 of the 8 me.
John, the Son of James & Ann Allen, was borne the 4 of the 10 mo.
Sarah, the Daughter of Thomas & Marger[ecr. Allcock, Was borne the 28™ of

@ 10 me.
Barnabas, t'ha Son of Robt & Ann Hinsdell, was borne the 13 of the
he Son of Ralph & Rebecka Wheelack, was borne the 8 of Hm l{Om'- ]
Samuel, t] a Son of John & Rebecca Bachelor, was borne the 8% of the 11 m
Abxgﬂll the Daughter of Joln & Ablwll Eaton, was borne the 8 of the 11 m"
Bamuell, the Son of Thomas & Alice Wight, was borne the 5 of the 12 m:
Samuell, the Son of Joseph & Hannah Morse, was borne the 10 of the u me.
Eliezer, the Son of John & Prudence Frarv, was borne the 14% of the 12 m

54
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Vital Records to 1850

s caamioss s,

DB BYE, Jobm D, —, 1tus.

of Ther
Mg 15, 1845
e ol Wikl Ape .
DEELEY, Caleh in . 95, .
n‘-as.umm‘éu.ui W ingsi, Aug 6, 81,

ey
Masy A, in England, Jun 3. 1798 axg.

ABBREVIATIONS.

o —age; aged

‘DEARBORN, At Mo (——]. v, of Geoege ¥
¢ rlﬂ‘m‘;.r.?u., T 184 ax
o Colr (1w of Taae, Fe 17, 115 o0
DERLOIS Cle, . of Jen . d L, May o 84t
ol N 8. Z church ocrd, S Peter's Eg

i ey, —, st 2 €. dhurch reced, Tl Methodist Chach, st Com-
el P e, ans €19, —ehurch rcod, Cambeidepont Paih, s wited with

o

regatons
Conbeids, s ot rscs n s of
tional Libeary, Bost
13 mcharch rcond, Sced Bopest Churc, East Com
ks e Ficheda i psiion st Gy of Come

e s dey

Dea. —descon

det.— deceased

. —dplicate entry

8.1.—grave record, cemtery st Harvard Square
s

55

T T American AnCestors ik

Search Events Membership  Give

Search Database

& Massachusatts: Vital Records, 1620-1850

First Name Last Name

This st tuppts the fllowing sesehsble fiekds

AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/190/massachusetts-vital-records-1620-1850

Years Recerd Type

Pubicaions  ExperiHelp oo Sgaacuerojects  Comers & miaties

B oo seorches

Browse This Database

Location ©tsact tocation Keywords.
Comment or Question
Voluma Page
Search Tips

56

[T American Ancestors. o

[Search  Events Membership ~ Give

Search Results

ncestors.org/search/databasesearch/190/massachusetts-vital-records-1620-1850

Nan it
= ohn POORE @

soar

Comment or e

Question oo

o
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&3 AT AT [ ioge & Cultare T i |
search Events Membership Give Pusdcaiens  BpetMes  Test  Sinanes Prests  Contees b intines
< Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850 < »
428 NEWBURY BIKTHS

Foon, Weadel . Jo, . nd Hamnah, . Reding, D 37,

Williv, . Jonsthan o Fotly, Aag. 2
Wiliam, . Joraiban b, g, 1030
o
e Hannab, bp. Des. 9. 1116, .02
og. 17,
iy

oo 33
+ Sum u ooy ‘ms&nlw:l crn)
riin ey 658, [Apr. 5. cr. & acd S. dup.]
Eiriba o Sonalih), i 20 1650
Elizabeth, d. Jobn, Jt July 36, 1674,
Hunnd Jol B2 Lo,

Oce. 14, 1645

Bee
emiah, . y, Jan. \0 1883
-;m [ ;m ,..N 1, 1642
T, & and'S. dup.]hn, 5. thr. Jr, May 27, IG!\B
.w; (e & dup). & Joba i e 25,
Job v it Juse 2

AmericanAncestors.org/search/databasesearch/1 90/massachusetts-vital-records-1620-1850
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Family Tree  Search Memories Indexing  Actiies ® sovim

Records Images FamilyTree Geneslogies | Catalog

FamxlySearch Catalog

Search the

(Including books, online materials, microfiim,

FamilySearch online and in libraries and

Search by,
sce | sumames | Tides | Author | s | Keywords Other Catalogs to

Hace e Consider.

[[onie states, massachus: oy & occ woracar

Newbury
United States, Massachusetts, Essex, Newbury
Newbulypun

States, Massachusetts, Essex, Newburyport

West Newbury

United states, Mass sex, West Newbury

3 Results

on of nearly

two millon archival material
including MARC records
ids

harvested from the we

59

e NTeG TS, MaSSaCUSERE, ESSex, NevELry - Cure RSOy 1
uthor - Crurch racards
subjects
Keywords

Searchfor:
Call Number
FimFiche tumser

mmgv periodicas
iy cistiss - Diectarias ( 1

o War, 2661-36865

01775

United States, Massachusetts, Escex, Newbury - Vit ecords (13

oo ar iy s

s vt rcards v geresoges rotes o famtes aat

Gensslogcal notss on famies from Mazsachusat o i recors i

nvam, Bevery, iavertil famies in

e Vital racorcs from fye Plains,

o, Boxford (Mass.), Chariestonn (Boston,
atns | Hewbury, Wassachusetts death st
Newsury, Massachusetts bih L and Newburyger, Massachusetts births, st
chusetts mariage racords, 1695-1900 sat
incantions, and deathe, 16351915 sat

chsatts). Town Clerk Navibury.

Various vital records from Newbury and West Hewbury, Massachusetts regarding i

60
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o Pt ) cat

Records of births, marriages, intentions, and deaths, 1635-1915

Film/Digital Note

nate Location

FamilySearch.org

61

¢ ySearch fomily Tree Seorch Memaries  Indexing  Activites

~ Recorss | Colections

ch Results from

'08): 1642 - 1642 Flm Number: 7009724

scarehs with a tite event:

with a relationship:

FamiyTree  Search Memones Indexing  Activities

21 3un 1642

FamilySearch.org

63
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428 NEWBURY BIRTHS 'ﬁw@,“w‘é ‘l& f" v ’j -
2 r\nA’MJ Bro s Pows 3% m~7

€ 3, 1805,

\..,‘m.; 11850, E,gm“' K‘Jé.u 1 .,:0- of i
g cn . Q Rocew e
Jay ! e £ f--, 0’44 ¢ X

i B v i

quu.{(‘m o, f/nukf;:]é«ﬂn«"ly

Poow, Wendell, 5. John, jr. and Hannah, at Reading, Dec. 27,
ir99.

William, 5. Jonathan and Polly
wil

A o vv‘

Qs of Fu St b0
ef “"rmfd}.g Y

Published and Manuscript Source |

64

Vital Record Pitfalls

¢ Not all VRs were recorded

* Events may have occurred in one town, but were
recorded in another

* Don't assume that if you can’t find a VR, that the
event must have happened in a different town

 Event may not have been recorded at all

65

Tipe

Can’t find a VR?

Use substitute sources!

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 22



Class 1: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

7/7/2023

Church Records

* Baptisms, deaths, and burials

¢ Admissions of church members

* Disciplinary records

 Letters of dismissal

67

[ vrerner arcuve £ W8 E

Archive.org

69
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For Members Catalog Contact/Directions L¢
Congregational Library & Archives
History Matters Serchine stz

[ toowus | concoman. | et | e coors | Do

Boston, Mass. Old South Church

Collection History

The Old South Church originated when twenty-eight members of the First Church in Boston
separated in 1669 to found the Third Church of Boston. These seperalists disagreed with the
minister's insistence that adults must have "a regeneration experience of God” before their own
children could be baptized. These members instead believed that childhood baptisms assured
young adults they were full members and could baptize their children, a belief consistent with
the Half-way Covenant

BECOME A MEMBER

In 1670, the congregation met for the first time in a building known as the Cedar Meetinghouse,
which soon became known as South Church due to its location in the south end of town. The
"Old" moniker was added in 1717 to distinguish the church from a newly-formed New South
congregation. Prominent members of the Old South congregation included Benjamin Frankin,
who was baptized at Old South in 1706, Phillis Wheatley, the renown black female poet, and
writer Elizabeth Vergoose, better known as Mother Goose for her nursery rhymes.

During the Unitarian Movement of the early 1th century, Old South was the sole
Congregational church in Boston to adhere to the doctrine of Trinitarianism. In 1816 Old South
Church joined with Park Street Church to form the City Mission Society, a social justice mission

CongregationalLibrary.o

70

ZE NEHH

Boston Old Seuth

Callection Information

Admiesions, 16691855 4 5 ; B! & Ldbors ,“1‘ higbion. frarm g A0
A ¥ Jomin Em-;‘ dad .

).h

el ;]
 benont 'Nm*f*"
i i
il
Ufn bk Bubeh i
D A

‘g,_,,@,..; e oo by e B0
iy

CongregationalLibrary.org

G - e
{ FamilySearch Family Tree  Search  Memories Indexing Onid Lambert v
Records  Family Tree  Genealogies | Catalog  Books  Wiki
FamilySearch Catalog
Search the catalog of genealogical materials (Including books, online materlals, microfim,
microfiche, and publications) madie avallable by FamilySearch online and In lioraries and
canters worldwids.
Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.
Search by:
Piace | Sumames | Tities | Author | Subfects | Keywords Other Catalogs to
o P Consider:
[~
[ United States, Massachusetts, Sufflk, Boston ) & ocre wonacat
e WioridCat i the world's
Iargest network of library
Call Number | Film)Fiche Number i
Availability WorldCat lbraries are
Any dedicatad to providing
oniine access to their resources on
el Fistory Gantar the web, where most
people start their search for
i oo
rehiveGrid
[
ArchiveGrd is » collction
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FamilySearch.org

- TR CeTerTor Ty
£ 3 American Ancestors Hitoy, Herage & Clare bokee (D) o
Search Events Membership Give Publications Export Help Tooks Signature Brojects Contors & Initistives
Homo | Browss Database
15 databases Reset fiRer: Results per page
somTay B =ireiiE
Most recent
Ato Z Sort. a a X
DATABASE B ERE
alldatabases
only databases with images Q - s
anly oy favorite databases AR
oty free databases
Locarion e x
United States (98] a L] o
England (&) N el
Barbadas (2)
Qa B #
a a

Town Records

* Comprised of many different
types of records: town meeting,
selectmen’s records, tax rolls,
proprietors’ records, cattle
marks, warnings out, pauper
records, etc.

* Ann Lainhart’s Digging for
Genealogical Treasure in New
England Town Records (1996)

75
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Why are town records important?

* They are one of the most underutilized resource
from 17th to 19th century Town Clerks

¢ Offer clues to when an ancestor arrived in a town
and often when they leave

* Learn about town offices your ancestor held and
military service

¢ Valuable resource for female ancestors

7/7/2023

76

Where are they located?

* Often not indexed and occasionally in print

* Local town & city clerKs offices, or historical
societies have originals

* Some have been imaged on microfilm or digitally
from the FHL Library

77

Freeman Lists

 Lists establish date of residence
¢ Free of indenture

* Church membership required prior to
freemanship in Massachusetts Bay

* Freemen were allowed to vote for colony officers

* Abstracted in Great Migration series

78
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Colonial Freeman Lists

* Massachusetts Bay Colony
— Records started May 19, 1631
— Freeman admitted at the General Court

— You had to be free and clear of indenture
— You had to be a member of the Church

* Plymouth Colony

— Part of Colony Court proceedings

— Surviving lists are from: 1633, 1637, 1639, 1658,
1670, 1684

79

List of Freemen Mass. Bay Colony

80

Proprietors’ Records

o i

17th - 18th century

= * General Court assigns
grants of land to groups
of settlers

¢ These settlers form
Proprietorship
Committees to
distribute land to settle
towns

81

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 27



Class 1: Massachusetts Research, July 2023

Proprietors’ Records

* Proprietors were responsible for the improvement
of the land and were required to enlist settlers and
newcomers, assigning lots, building highways, and
subdividing land/meadow/forest

* Early record of community

* Can include land grants and early deeds

7/7/2023
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Where to locate Proprietor Records

¢ Town Halls: Town clerk, tax office or assessor
* County Registry of Deeds

* Libraries and local historical Societies

* FamilySearch.org microfilm and online

* Published transcriptions of Proprietor records

THE REGISTER BOOK
Lanps AND HousEs IN THE “New Towne”

Tue TowN OF CAMBRIDGE

THE RECORDS OF THE PROPRIETORS OF THE
CCOMMON LANDS.

*The Proprictors’ Records”

PRINTED BY ORDER OF THE CITY COUNCIL UNDER THE
DwecTION OF THE CITY CLERK

CAMBRIDGE, 1996

PROPRIETORS' RECORDS,

Moore Jo Weftend fieild aboute
: three Ackers—
foutheatt the high way to fresh pond fouth weft Gapra HRQE"' Diye
weft the highway to great fwampe north eaft addon oy,

The 5% of Octobr 1635

h hﬁle x‘f’fﬁﬁfﬁi’l’;ﬂ Ii: C{owyard Rowe aboute three Roog
cat the Comon pates o ardlane fouthwet Edvard Stcbinge (e

Moo i
Rlevon “I:Iz;.l? G1[:;:]:::1; l_‘.l::ule two Ackers Daniell Denison north.
mﬁmu s e the gy o2 Heat fouth wet the high vay 1,
oore
o n{:  the necke .bo:‘:ex ﬁv:_l\‘ckers Thomas Dudly Esqr north.
. mp-l: ey et Villiam Weftwood fouth eaft the high
oore Ja the Great Marfy
= R ﬂvh;um fix Ackers Symon Sacket north

“*t:-;!bjnm fpencer northeat Nathanicl
n the Long

0rth eaft and foutt y St ORE acker one Roode Willam
Bradftreet 4 Richard Butler fouth weft Symon

Cambridge, Mass Proprietors’ Records
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Organized by county

multiple deeds registries

* Usually lists occupations

reconstructed)

* Be aware of changing county boundaries

* For married male grantors, wife usually signs as well

Massachusetts Land Deeds

¢ Berkshire, Bristol, Essex, Middlesex, and Worcester have

* NEHGS has microfilm for some counties to 1800s or later

* Barnstable County deeds burned in 1827 (only partially

7/7/2023
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ily Tree  Search Memories  Indexing

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Records of deeds, 1639- eeds, 1639-1920

f Deeds

Manuscript/Manuscript on Film

Engiish

Salt Lake Gty, Utah : Fimed by the Geneslogical
Society of Utah, 1963

1128 mierofim reels ; 35 men.

(Digital Collectio

Notes
Massachusetts, Land Records are available online, click here.

Sign In

Create Account

@ pRinT B Catalog Print List (0

Add to Print List

other than grantors and grantees, 1639-1799.

86

Film/Digital Notes (This family history center has 1128 of 1126 films/fiche.)
Note Location Collection/Shelf

Index-Grantor ABy v. 1+4, 16391799

United States & Canada Film

Index-Grantor Ca-Dy v. 57, 1639-1799 Fomily Histoey Library  United States & Canada Film

Index-Grantor Ea-Gy v. 89, 1639-175% Family History Library  United States & Canada Film

Index-Grantor Ma-Ky v. 10-12 1639-1799 Family

United States & Canada Film

Index-Grantor La-Ox v, 13+15 1629-1799 United States & Canada Film

Index-Grantor Pa-Ry v. 16-18 1639-1793 Family United States & Canads Film
Index-Grantor Sa-Us v. 19-21 1635:1799 Family History Library  United States & Canada Film
Index-Grantor Va-2u v. 22-23 16391799 United States & Canads Film

United States & Canada Film

United States & Canads Film

United States & Canada Film

Index-Grantor Bar-Bea v. 1316 1800-1899 United States & Canada Film

79925

579926

s79927

579928

579029

579930

s79931

79932

579933

bGs

7453721

7as3722

7453723

7453724

7483728

7453726

7453727

7453728

7453729

7453731

7453732

Format

)

® 88 5 8 5 ® & B
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Massachusetts Probate Records

* Proof of death (between date of will and probate)
* Family relationships, widow, legatees
— Personal bequests
* Financial status, land ownership
* Be sure to confirm the accuracy and
completeness of published records

89

Published Abstract

Mayflower Descendant, 5:238

[Governor TroMAs HINckLEY's WiLL.]

[I1 : 192%) In the Name of God Amen

The 16t of october 1700 I Thomas Hinkley Barnstable
in y® County of Barnstable in his Magties province of y® Massa-
thusets bay In new England tho under some bodyly weakness
& Infirmityes yet throw y® Great Goodness of God of disposing
mind & memory Calling to mind the uncertainty of this transi-
tory life and that all flesh must yeild not only to y* decays
of nature but allso to death it self whensoever it shall please
God to send it and being desirous to be in a readiness for y®
same as in greater and higher respect & Cheifest Concerns
s0 also in setting things in order respecting my temporall estate
(according to my duty) as those I leave behind me may with
peace & quietness Endeavor to serve God and one another
in love i do theirfore by these presents make ordeyn & declare
this to be mv last will & testament herbv revoking & adnulling
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Probate Indexes

91

Massachusetts Probate Files Papers
AmericanAncestors.org

e Barnstable 1685-1789 e Middlesex 1648-1871

* Bristol 1686-1880 * Plymouth 1686-1881
* Essex 1638-1881 * Suffolk 1630-1841 *
* Hampshire 1660-1889  * Other counties available
for later years
92
E27imerican Ancestors " Hisory Herioge & Cuture TGP oo -
Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signaturs Projects Centers & Iniiatives

Search Database Saved Searches

Suffolk County, MA: Probate File Papers

Browse This Database

Exact Search  Soundex

First Name Last Name

Years

6% 00

Volume Page
Comment or Question

Case Number

AmericanAncestors.org
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£ 2 American Ancestors. [y
Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers. Initiatives.

Search Results

SEARCH FILTERS. v

Name Events Relationship

John WINTHROP &
e

soRTaY and and
View Image

Comment or
Question

AmericanAncestors.org
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Search Events Membership Give [ | [ s it
o Suffolk County, MA: Probate File Papers « >
< P >

¥ /Arre il

AmericanAncestors.org
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Court Records

* Criminal activity by or against an ancestor
— Infractions against town or colony rules

« Civil actions by or against ancestor
— Property, real, animal
— Relations with neighbors

NEW ENGLAND
(COURT RECORDS

— Social and financial status

* Few images available; FHL Microfilm

DIANE RAPAPORT

96
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Criminal Abstracts

Essex County Quarterly Court
PAUYISIULS, W UT STVELELY WLIPPEU. |
Guido Baly* admonished for beating his wife.}
Thomas Tuck* fined for drunkenness and common tippling.§
John Paach sr * fined 208 for oivino Tinctrum Nalliras annno

Plymouth County court — Warning Out

Constable Edward Hobbs of Bridgwater reported that by warrant from Brantree
selectmen Nicholas Byram, Joseph Hayward and David Perkins he wamed Samuel
Gurney "an inhabitant of the Town of Brantree now being at the house of Goodman
Bayley Intending to Reside there," to depart the town of Brantree, 1 March 1698

7/7/2023
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Civil Abstracts

Plymouth County, Common Pleas

2. Thomas Macomber v. Ephraim Wood, "alias Atwood," Case, for spoiling a pair of‘can whgels
which deft. was hired to repair. Deft. pleaded that "he did the Work to the Utmost of his Capacity,
as well as the Streeks and Wheels...would bear." Jury verdict for pltf,, £3 and costs, taxed at
£4.135.3d. Appealed by deft. [No further record.]

3. Gershom Ewell v. Joseph Green. Debt, on bill for £3. Deft. pleaded not indebted. Jury verdict
for deft., costs, taxed at [blank]. Appealed by pltf. [No further record.]

4. Thomas Jenkins v. Humphrey Turner. Debt, on bill. Default by deft. Judgment for £4.3s. and
£1.15s.5d. costs.

98

Divorce Records

* 1639-92 - county courts, General Court, Court of
Assistants (40 known cases)

¢ 1692-1786 — Governor & Council (229 cases at
Judicial Archives at Mass. State Archives)

99
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Massachusetts Archives Collection

7/7/2023

1629-1799

* 328 volumes about early Massachusetts history (also called the Felt
Collection)

¢ Access the collection at the Massachusetts Archive or browse on

FamilySearch.org

* Some of the volumes pertaining to the 17th century:
— Volume 9: Domestic Relations, 1643-1774

— Volume 10: Ecclesiastical, 1637-1679
— Volume 11: Ecclesiastical, 1679-1739
— Volume 15A: Emigrants, 1651-1774
— Volume 30: Indian, 1603-1705

— Volume 112: Towns, 1632-1693
— Volume 113: Towns, 1693-1729
— Volume 303: Petitions, 1659-1786

100

101

Apr. 14, 1665

. Thomas (A)
documents in controversy between town of Sali

i Robert Ring signed by, including his deposi-

ve 89 ¢ 183-193

FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org

103

Mar.23, 1675/6
tmen and com. of militia, by John

hat ral India living with fam-
removed, and order thereon,

v. 30% 198b

FamilySearch.org
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Military Records

+ Few details for 17 century muster rolls
— Mostly Colony records, originals at State Archives
— Town records - local militia

 Military history chapters
appear in many published
town histories
Soldiers illl I
King Philip’s
War

106
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Earliest Passenger Lists to Mass.

* Mayflower from Bradford's account 30 years later

Fortune (1621), Anne and Little James (1623) from
land records

* Surviving London port book 1632 and 1635

* Post-1636 very
limited coné;:;.ms

* Rely on published

sources

108
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Hotten's, Persons of Quality (1880)
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Common Challenges

* Distinguishing between people of the same name
in the same community

* Determining parentage when multiple marriages
are involved

* Finding women’s maiden names

 Origins

7/7/2023
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General Considerations and
Suggestions

* You may not find one “smoking-gun” record; you
may need to rely on a number of records to build a
case

* Some records may be less reliable than others
* May have several working theories

* Know when your town was established and if
there are any parent/daughter towns that would
affect record keeping

113

General Considerations and
Suggestions

* Create a complete timeline with probate, land
records, military, or any possible record

* While not culturally consistent, some families used
naming patterns

— Surnames as first names or less common first names
can be clues of earlier kinships and origins

* Do not assume a woman’s name at marriage is her
maiden name; could be a first married name

114
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And keep in mind...

* Terms of kinship may have different meanings in
17th-century Massachusetts:

— Nephew and nieces may be referred to as “cousins”

— Sometimes “brother” or “sister” can be indications of
brothers and sisters within a faith

— “Father” and “Mother” could refer to in-laws

* Use of “Jr” and “Sr” don’t necessarily mean kinship

115

Summary

* Don't rely on just one record set

* Don't reinvent the wheel - look at published
sources in combination with originals

* Keep up with scholarly publications

* More and more records are being indexed and
digitized everyday

116

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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