
6/7/2023

1

Activity: 
Abstracting a Story

Kyle Hurst, Senior Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press 

Virtual Spring Stay at Home

Step

Extract Data
1

Census 1850
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Census 1880

Civil War Pension

Civil War pension
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Civil War pension

Story Sample

Story Sample
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Newspaper

Court notice in newspaper

Newspaper
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Newspaper

Step

Identify –
differences and patterns

2

Census 1850

13
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Census 1860

John Huber          27 M Laborer 300 Ohio

Census 1870

Census 1880
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City directories

City directories

City directories
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• Civil War pension

Step

Combine Info
3

City directories

22
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Newspaper

Newspaper

Story Sample
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Manuscript

Story Sample
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Manuscript

Story Sample

City directories

31

32

33

Virtual Spring Stay at Home

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



6/7/2023

12

Newspaper

Death record

Story Sample

34
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Review
1. Extract data
2. Identify differences and patterns
3. Combine info into simple, 

compelling story

37
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