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Presentation Overview

Importance of Occupation

Records for Specific
Occupations

Everyone is Unique
* Establishing identity

— Name
— Date of birth
— Places lived

— Spouse and children

— Siblings
— Occupation
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Massachusetts Settlers
1620-1650

6/9/2023

Occupations of Early Massachusetts Settlers
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Pope, Charles Henry, Pioneers of Massachusetts 1620-1650 (Boston: NEHGS 2016 ~ reprint)
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Location Clues Provided
by Occupation
Farm and Village Town and City
* Farmer * Textile mill worker
* Blacksmith ¢ Shoemaker
* Cooper * Tailor

* Wheelwright

Associate Clues

* Know your ancestor’s FAN club - friends and
family, associates, neighbors

» Some occupations can be clustered
— Grocers, wholesalers, shipping agents
— Blacksmith, cooper, wheelwright, harness maker
— Mariner, sailmaker, ship builder, ropemaker
— Engineer, fire tender, conductor (railroads)
— Miller, baker
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Migration Clues

* Miner from Ireland seeks mining locations in
America

* Weaver from Yorkshire seeks settled areas or mill
towns

* Baker from Germany looks for towns

6/9/2023

Presentation Overview

Importance of Occupation

Records for Specific
Occupations

Source of Occupation Information

* Census

* City Directories
* Vital Records

* Passenger Lists

* Passport Applications
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Occupation since 1850
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Special schedules 1850-1880
— Agriculture

— Manufacture

— Mortality

1880 US Federal Census, Cook County, lllinois, Chicago
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Manufacturing Schedule - Census
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1850 U.S. Federal
Census, Geauga
County, Ohio
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Manufacturing Schedule Detail
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1850 U.S. Federal Census, Geauga County, Ohio, Manufacturing and Industry Schedule
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City Directories

* Gives occupation, address
s of business and address of
fth. s

or, res 40 P av. z ome
=

Philadelphia since 1785

eker v 1 rim 407 | k
& and oo, 325 Water, b 407

Hagel.

(Emma E.), h 20 Elm. _

* New York since 1786

* Boston since 1789

1, res do.
maker, res 44 Pennsylvania av.

Struthers Hose . :
STRUTHERS HOUSE, Liberty, cor Water, George H. Leonhart,

B T T * See Ancestry, Fold3, local
“WYN N ¢ Warre . . . .
WIMAN & O, Rt e historical associations
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Vital Records

Twentieth century birth, marriage and death
certificates usually include occupation

19t century records by town clerks usually include a

column for occupation

+ 18t century town records may also capture an

occupation

* Church records of baptism, marriage and burials do

not usually include occupation, EXCEPT Quebec
church records which often mention the

father/groom/deceased person’s occupation

14

CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

5t Dasrioty 7 oo il
i) {[[@{T/&fm 324524/

th Century Death Certificate

15
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Massachusetts, Marriage Records, 1840-1915 for Wm Bartlett
_UpThrough1910 > 1856

6/9/2023
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Passenger Lists

* Passenger lists since 1820 include occupation
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Newspapers

* Obituaries from the late 19 century forward may
include occupation

Mr. Thomas A. Robbina, whodled in Selew
Banday, was barn In Danvers {n 1817, He con.
ducted an M”’%’%'ﬂ?’ for many
years, and was one of iho crew of the famous old
gau:t ship George, from Salem to Caleatta fn

85

Mre Marie Elizabeih Ualahan, ex Suurlnuu

of tho order of Bisters of Mercy, disY o
York Sundar, at thasze of 73. She !mndcd

the conventof St. Ann, at Worcester, Alase
Riotnar Eiizadein was & nauve of Ireland.

Mr. Terrance J._Emiith. s weil-known business
| mmap 2t 89 Harbor street, Balem, d/od oo Banday
from boars failure. He was taken il co Thars
4ay. Mr Smilh was 36 years of age.

Mr. Potor Pray, sqed about 65 years, a eltizen
of Portsmouth, N. H,, dled very suddenly Bune
daymomning. Ho bad cloaned a lgbs fall of
&30w from bis mdewalk, and wpon entering the
housesat down In & chelr snd exciesd For
many Fears he was s member of tha volics force,
HeW actvived by b1Is WITOW KOQ (WO CHTIUTON

19

Newspaper Advertisement

» Newspapers are also a source of advertisements
for tradespeople who need to advertise their
wares.

Copartnership Notice,

TBE uandersigned have formed a copartnership un-

der the firm of Ring & Thaxter, and occupy the
premices No 11 Temple street, where may be tound
a geoeral assortment of

HARNESSES, TRUSKE.SVALISES »yTRAVELING

JoserPH RING. J. B. TRAXTER.
hN tB.—Carriage Tﬂmming and repairing done at
ehort no

Portland, May 19, 1863. Sweod&w

20

Passport Application

by . . wasnan o
Pt S e,
Wsniagos v
Form 06,

o 19008 ——
- %LED)IEES Cl-AJERICA.
oo /

e o Ninve aw Lovar Cmmmx
or mun u.mn sé.‘ do hereby -pply to the Department of Stato at Washington for &
‘passport for myvelf sad

T

Tn sppport gf the above application, I do solemnly %m 1 was born at.
&)w , in the State of, on or about

i s
the, /7 day of. f% ,1#87.; that my father is 8, /u‘-é‘/ citizen of

the United States; $hat I ai fciled in the United States, my w% reeidence being
/ , in the Btate of e

-hm 1 follow the occupation u{ Ma&—«:_/ Cesg gmeer; that T um wbout to go -hmld

tomporarily; and that T intend to return to the United States. 42"
£ &Awa—__with the purpose of residing and porforming the dutles of citizenship

therein.

QATH OF ALLEGIANCE.

21
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Less Well Known Source of
Occupation Information

The_first physicians who practiced in Sharon were Drs. Elijah Flower
and John Miteheltree. Flower lived in Brookfield, and Mitcheltree on a farm
about three miles south of town. The latter was the brother-in-law of Dr.
J. M. Irvine, who subsequently became one of the prominent business men of

Sharon, and whose sketch will be found in the Medieal Chapter.
e A e R S e "

You May Have to
Decode the Occupation

Decoding the Occupation

Cooper One who makes or repairs vessels made of staves & hoops,
such as casks, barrels, tubs, etc

Cordwainer Shoemaker, originally any leather worker using leather from
Cordova/Cordoba in Spain

Costermonger Peddler of fruits and vegetables

Crocker Potter

Crowner Coroner

Farrier Specialized blacksmith, one who shoes horses

Fuller One who fulls cloth; one who shrinks and thickens woolen

cloth by moistening, heating and pressing; one who cleans
and finishes cloth

24
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Grinder
Hooker

Joiner

Mason

Pigman

More Old Occupations

Maintained carding machine at a textile mill
Reaper

Skilled carpenter

Journeyman One who had served his apprenticeship and mastered his craft,

but hired by the day.
Bricklayer

Crockery dealer

6/9/2023

25

Decoding the Occupation

* Books

— Twining, Andrew and Twining, Sandra Dictionary of
old trades and occupations. (Kogarah, NSW, 1993).

— Schlebecker, John T. The many names of country people:
an historical dictionary from the twelfth century
onwards (New York: Greenwood Press, 1989).

* Online

— Cyndi’s List - Occupations
— Roots Web
— Your favorite search engine

26

Presentation Overview

Importance of Occupation

Finding the Occupation

Records for Specific
Occupations

27
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Occupations with Records

* Railroad Workers * Merchants
* Apprentices * Sailors

* Craftsmen s Clergy

* Physicians * Farmers

* Tavern Keepers

6/9/2023

28

Railroad Records
¢ Which railroad did he or she work for?

— Note year and location

* Specific railway companies may have online
digital images
— Milwaukee Public Library

Caltection 02: Chicage, Mitwaukee, St Paul & Pacific Rairosd Personnel Records, 1856-1845

29

Records at the California
Railroad Museum

* Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Railway
* Central Pacific/Southern Pacific Railroads

¢ Southern Pacific Railroad

30
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ARCHIVEGRID

238 "Southern Pacific Railroad" AND employee

Southern Pacific Railroad Employee Blacklists 1887-1902

Luis M. Estrada membership cards and pins 1923, 1962
c sto Rinoad Mseum and Cotlet

) (e

Estraca. 3 Southern Pacific Rairaad Mairtenance of Way employee.

Southern Pacific Railroad collection circa 1868-1987

ArchiveGrid for Southern Pacific

::E ARCHIVEGRID
Q

<h

150 "Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe" AND employee

vEW B

recorss 11000t 150ff] 2 3 4 5 » smew 0 v

Walter Saunders collection 1899-1922

Santa Fe Pacific Railroad Company and t
5 aibwav asses. 3 danes card 1San Mareial Harvey Hos

The Charles "Bud" Goebel collection, 1871-1976
Goebel, Charles (Charles J.), 1898-1987

Kansas State Historical Society

e Railway

stations, and agents: and train dispatcher rosters. In addi
17 maps & bl and 1 foider of Santa fe embie

e e oy s

ArchiveGrid — Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe

32

ARCHIVEGRID

The Charles “Bud"” Goebel collection, 1871-1976
Goebel, Charles (Charles 1), 1898-1987

Kansas State Historical Saciety &M Like This

: -

® Topies

Kansas Historical Society Finding Aid

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 11
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Everyihing Archivesgov Presidential Libraries ~ Images
47 resuts

"atchison, topeka and santa fe” = n

Robert Anderson Papers

hiips for ymuse i asp
American Rairoads Box 120 Atchison, Topeka and Santa Fe Raiway Co. Atiyeh, Victor

Railread Maps in the Cartographic Research Room | Mational Archives
hitps:/iwww.archives. goviresearchi/cartographicirailroad-maps

..system indexes for the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad: hitps:/icatalog

Records Relating to Railroads in the Cartographic Section

hitps:iwww.archives. fo-paper.pdf
Records Relating to the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railroad (ARC 1662800)..reports relaing
1o the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Railway, Datos .

Records of the Bureau of Indian Affairs [BIA]
f

P archives o 075 htm
..cerlificates issued to the Atchison, Topeka, and Santa Fe Rairoad Co., 1868; and

Robert Anderson Papers

fordlibrarym g 9 asp

National Archives

6/9/2023

34

More Railroads

* Biographical Directory of Railway Officials of
America issued between 1885 and 1922 - gave a
listing of mid to senior employees in the railroad
industry

* Followed by Whos Who &

;
ﬁw i

in Railroading which
continues today

35

Apprenticeship Records

* American Apprenticeship system

— Boy aged 12-15 although orphans were apprenticed at
younger ages

— Based on English system but lacked guild structure so
was a local institution

— Indentures - a contract between master and apprentice,
often including room and board and possibly clothing
for apprentice. Parent or guardian transferred legal
authority for child to master.

* Records of indentures
— Books
— Manuscripts

36
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Apprentice Lists at NEHGS
[state___________[Timeperiod |

Maryland, Carroll County ~ 1837-1927
Illinois, Madison County 1813-1817
Pennsylvania, Philadelphia 1771-1773
Maryland, Harford County 1801-1830

6/9/2023

Virginia 1623-1800
Connecticut 1637-1900
New York, New York 1800-1899
Tennessee 1821-1889 (west), 1784-1902
(middle), 1778-1911 (east)
Canada (from Britain) 1869-1924
Quebec 1660-1815
37
BOUND OUT AS APPRENTICES, SERVANTS, ETC.
'ﬂ'ﬂ‘;"l;mn co..| Ser
, to read and wri
i e
Servant .. el
Servant .. oe| £
Servant, to be taught the art and |
mystery of a mariner and navi- |
4 yrs. from|
23d Aug...| £14.
.................. Servant, to be taught the art, trade | 4 yrs., 8 mo.
and mystery of a spinning
wheel maker, and have three
quarters schooling and be taught
38
Craftsmen
* Typically “graduated” from an apprenticeship
— a skilled worker =
* Crafts:
— Blacksmith
— Wheelwright
— Cooper
— Carpenter
— Cordwainer/shoemaker
— Weaver
39
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Records Left by Craftsmen

e Account books
— Search by surname or by location
Diaries, journals and letters

— Search by surname, location, or occupation

— You may have to read a lot of prose to find the
information you seek

6/9/2023

40

Elijah Fox, Blacksmith

* Accounting of what he made and for whom

SESo e

| ‘}y’,w/ w Ayl I QD @, R
‘ /92 ——== 1

A5
83
20
-

-2

> 3 - <=
abice madewen 4 o

Account Book Elijah Fox, 1802-1807, Mss C 4861, NEHGS

41

Finding Manuscripts

* In the beginning, there was NUCMC (1959) -
National Union Catalog Manuscript Collections

42
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Finding Manuscripts (cont.)

* Local Historical Societies

* https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/

EE8 ARCHIVEGRID

.
L) * =

43

Physicians

Surgeon, apothecary, barber

* Look for “Day Books,” “Account Books,” and Diaries

* Diary of Dr. Hill - 1867

Wed., 27 Feb.: Mrs. Burlingame fell downstairs at Whetstone. Insensible for three hours.
Bruised head and eye, and vomited blood.

Sun., 03 Mar: Went to church.” Randilla Burli died. Seventy one, bor in Foster, RI.
Fell down stairs.”

Tues., 05 Mar: Sing at David Clark’s, Putnam.

Wed., 06 Mar: Amputated Alfred Adams” toes. Was assisted by Dr. Samuel L. Hutchins'”.
William Oatley had fit

Thurs., 07 Mar: Snowed. Went to see Judge Daniel C. Frost in connection with Hannah Lewis’
will.

Marcella Houle Pasay, The Diaries of Dr. Hill 1851-1896 (Danielson, CT: Killingly Historical Society, 1995), page 10

44

Account Book of William Brattle,
Cambridge, Massachusetts

45
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Tavern and Inn Keepers

* Also known at the ordinary

* Often located near the town church or meeting

house
— 1646
fy both James Penne hath license graunted him to drawe wyne, so long as he
o keepes entertainment for y* Courte in Boston, either at y* howse where y*

Courte now sitts, or where they shall sitt hereafter.

e
Att the request of the toune of Dedham, Michacl Powell is graunted

M. Powell to
By both.

sep 2o icence to keepe an ordinary, & sell wyne there.

46

Post Revolutionary
War Demand for
Taverns

* Turnpikes

* National Road

e Canals

47

Tavern Keeper Records

* One of the earliest regulated industries
— Selectmen determined men of good character
— In addition to providing liquor...provided suitable
entertainment, e.g. traveling shows
— Accommodations for man and horse

— No gambling

* FamilySearch.org
— Keyword search - Tavern License or Ordinary License

* Books
— Trader and Ordinary Licenses 1830-1832 for Baltimore

County, Maryland (GPC)

48
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General Store Owner

* Bought merchandise from local farmers and
craftspeople

* Sold merchandise to town inhabitants

* Look for “Account Books” or “Day Books” in
published or manuscript collections

49

Daniel Schultz Day Book
for General Store

50

Samuel Townsend’s Oyster Bay
General Store - 1765
— %2
e
-— ;{
B
:'9/£:;g
T JF3 4 p
4  Bmao, 6=
Samuel Townsend, o /f/ ;/,/i;%fw ;C ;«/)47;////@2:(/46 //9Z /; i
Mss 1152, NEHGS L Dot R ik N fe
v/éé{/"-/é/,’)‘f"/(:z'):’ BN SRS 22 2 T
& < ST

51

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 17



6/9/2023

Virtual Spring Stay at Home 2023

Mariner

Newspaper accounts of ship arrivals at port

POAT OF BOSTON.

April 27th-—Arxr brig Clarissa, Perkins, of Kennebunk,
from New Orleans, 23d, and the Balize, 29th March—
Oaklands, Tarbox, Gardiner—Active, Gray, Castine.

28th—Arr brig Samuel, Langdon, of Topsham, from
Belleisle—has stove some of her deck load of molasses.

29th—Arr brig George, Thaxter, New Orleans 27t
and S. W. Pass, 318t March.

80th—Arr brig Eagle, Grows, of Bath, from Basseterre,
Guad. 22 days.

52

Seamen’s Protection Act

* Passed May 1796 to protect American merchant
seamen from British Navy impressment

* Customs agents were required to:

— Issue the protection certificates

— Maintain registers of certificate applications
— Keep accompanying proofs of citizenship on file

* Applications include age, height, coloring

53

Captain’s List of Crew

Lift of Officers and Seamen ‘

¢,k f e £

maller, now

y the port of s 1 bound for Lnin.

FHL Film: 100698583, “Massachusetts, Salem and Beverly Crew Lists and Shipping
Articles, 1797-1934"

54
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Merchant Marines

Seamen assigned to vessels that transport cargo
and passengers during peacetime

During wartime they may become an auxiliary to
the United States Navy and serve military
functions

Pre-1967 Merchant Marine Licensing Files at St.
Louis Archive

1930 U.S. Federal Census — Special Schedule -
Merchant Seamen

6/9/2023

55

Logbooks of United States

Merchant Vessels

Official logbooks held by the National Archives
— Vessel name, homeport, official number

— Master's name

— Names and ratings of the crew

— Inclusive dates and voyage destinations

— Accounts of births, deaths, and marriages

— Infractions of the rules during the voyage
Illnesses

Logbooks from 1872-1941 are found in the Records of the
Bureau of Marine Inspection and Navigation (Record
Group 41) located at the National Archives in Washington,
DC

56

NARA Record Groups
with Logbooks

Logbooks are arranged by port, there either
chronologically, then by name of vessel, or a combination
of both.

Logbooks from 1872-1941 at Records of the Bureau of
Marine Inspection and Navigation (Record Group 41)

Logbooks beginning in 1939 to the late 20th century are at
Records of the United States Coast Guard (RG 26) (locally
held)

Merchant Marine Ship's logs 1918 to 1941 at Records of
the U.S. Maritime Commission (RG 178, NC-5 Entry 115).

57
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Historic American Merchant Marine Survey Papers, 1912-1937

Historic American Merchant Marine Survey

Historic American Merchant Marine Survey Records 1936-1937.

aih

58

Smithsonian Institution
Smithsonian Online Virtual Archives

Collections
o

Historic American Merchant Marine Survey Records

i

size:

Collection I0:

Repository:  Archives Center, Nations| Muse

59

* Educated

¢ Determine
denomination and
college

* 17t century - Harvard,
Yale, Princeton

60
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Records from Colleges and Universities

* Sibley’s Harvard Graduates

* Dexter’s Biographical Sketches of the Graduates of
Yale College

* Princetonians : a Biographical Dictionary

NEWTON EERVEY BELL,

_Son of Peter Burner and Harriet. (Honaton) Bell, was horn April
99,1841, in Kossuth, Towa. He made a public profession of his
faith in the First Congregational Church of Burlington, Ia., at the
age of eleven. His preparatory studies were pursued in the Yel-
low Springs Academy and the Denmark Academy, Tn., and he
graduated from Amherst College in 1866. Entering the Seminary

at Princeton the same year, he remained almost a year and then
was obliged to leave on account of illness. He subsequently
spent parts of two years in the Theological Seminary at Bangor,
Me. He was licensed by the Penobscot, Me., Congregational
Association, July 30, 1868, and ordained by the Tolland Con-

gregational Association, Conn., Aug. 5, 1868, being at the same
i focionod 2 ; o~

Alumni Association of Princeton Theological Seminary, Necrological Report
(Princeton, NJ: Alumni Association, 1903)

61

Records From Diaries

Sept 3 The burial of John Dickey. Also Oct 18, the infant child of John Philbrick of Allentown.

Sept 31 at Lyndon Centre, the wedding of Simeon L Strant of Conway, NH, and Mary E
Woodruf of Lyadon, VT.

Oct 13 Wm Yeaton and Caroline A. Griffbath of E.

The 23. Auended the burial of Alfred Green 27. May spiritual life spring from this
derrar -

the 27th Funeral of Mary E. daughter of Bro. Wiggins, aged 9 months.

The 31 Preached the funeral sermon of Hannah J. Dickey aged 18,
Nov 11 Thanksgiving Day wedding of Josiah D. Langley Elma J. Louk both of this town.

Dec 12 Interment of Mehitable Barton aged 92.

The: 24th Marriage of John D. Eaton of Pittsficld and Huldah Ann Dow of Seabrook.
1853

Jan 1, 1853 Wedding of Joscph Packard of Canterbury Lucey M. Towle of this town.

Feb. 12, Death is sill doing his fearful work. Funeral of sister Jemina Roby of Chichester.

Moses Quimby, His Diary, 1821-1885, Mss C 4671

62

Farmers

* Probate - goods left behind

* Agricultural Census

¢ Land records

* Tenant farmer records

63
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Farmer’s Estate Inventory
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Inventory for Jacob Hummer, 1778, Frederick County, Maryland
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Agricultural Census
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Resources"

Tenant Farmers

yUab
“Looking for Your * Need to know the landowner

New York Tenant
Farmer: Little-Used Clortiotiy JH66 e,

Livingston, Philipse
* Family papers
* Taxlists
* Court records

* New York State Library

JANE E. WILCOX
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Summary

» Knowing your ancestor’s occupation gives you
clues to his or her uniqueness, FAN club, location,
and maybe even migration pattern

* You may find occupation on the census, city
directories, vital records, passenger lists and
passport applications.

* Before the Revolutionary War, sources such as
freeman lists, town records or county histories
may provide clues

67

Summary (cont.)

* Some early occupations are unknown today so
you may need to decode the job

* Occupations that generated records included:

— Railroad worker

— Apprentice
— Farmer

— Store Keeper
— And others

68

QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
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