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Overview
• Finding the occupation
– Exploring YOUR family

• Extracting the fun information from the records
– Agricultural
– Railroads (and maps!!)
– Mariner records
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Finding the 
Occupation
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What Would You Like to Try?
• Census

• City Directories

• Vital Records

• Passenger Lists

• Passport Applications

Need a name, place, year
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My Ancestor Was a 
Farmer – There Is 

Nothing There!
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Finding Details About Your Farmer
• 1850-1885 try the agricultural census

• Look for diaries

• Try newspapers
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Agricultural Schedules
• 1850, 1860, 1870, and 

1880, 1885

• Name of the farmer, 
statistics about livestock 
and produce

• Available digitally on 
Ancestry.com and  
FamilySearch.org 
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Agricultural Schedules 
(1850-1860)

• Limited to farms valued at more than $100

• Name of the farmer, owner, or manager

• Acreage- both improved and unimproved 

• Inventory of livestock (by breed)

• Count of agricultural goods produced in the 
previous year (by crop)

• Cash value of the farm- including machinery, 
livestock, goods produced, etc. 
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Agricultural Schedule 
(1870-1880) 

• Limited to farms valued at more than $500

• Acreage- both improved and unimproved 
(1880 by crop)

• Inventory of poultry and the number of eggs 
produced (1880)
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1870 Agriculture Census Des Moines, Iowa

Improved

Unimproved

Horses, Mules, 
Milch Cows

Working Oxen, 
Sheep

Swine, Total Value

Wheat, Rye, Indian Corn, 
Oats, Barley, Buckweat, 
Rice, Tobacco
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Page 2 of Agriculture Census
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Newspapers
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Railroad Records
• Mostly 20th century, some 19th century
– Payroll
– Pensions 
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ArchiveGrid for railroad personnel
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Northern Pacific Railway – looking 
for personnel records
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Ancestry RRB Pension Index
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First page of Edward Hoff’s 127 page file
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Railroad Maps
• What was the route of your ancestors railroad
– Also useful for tracking migration patterns

• Early maps include canals – migration routes

• Right-of-Way maps 1875-1930

• Railroad valuation maps
– 1913 Valuation Act to set freight rates
– Landowners names
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RG77 – Civil Works Map File 1848
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RG49 – Right of Way 1888
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Index by State to Valuation Maps
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RG64 – Reference Maps 1913
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General Land Office Maps
• Size of sections

• Watercourses

• Some maps include detailed descriptions of the 
quality of the land
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RG49 – Public Land Township Plat 1804
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https://www.loc.gov/maps/collections/?st=gallery
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Place Search – LOC Maps
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Sanborn Maps - LOC
loc.gov/collections/sanborn-maps

Churches in 
Burlington, IA
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Historical Geography
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LOC: MacCouns An historical geography of the United States, 1892

16551640
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Seamen Records
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Seaman’s Protection Certificates
• FamilySearch.org wiki

• Under either Seaman or Seamen
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Research Wiki Search Page
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Wiki Results Page
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Wiki Article
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Browsable Database
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List with Seaman characteristics
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