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Crown copyright, 
NRS, RHP6082/7

Detail of ‘Elevation of the South Front of a Building for the Register Office in Scotland.' By 
[Robert Adam, architect], 30 July 1772.

‘A Proper Repository’



General Register House today

Crown copyright, NRS



What we hold

• Government records
• Church records
• Courts of law and legal registers
• Local authorities
• Private and corporate bodies
• Maps and plans
• Nationalised industries and transport

80 kms (49.7 miles) of records, from the 12th 
to the 21st century



Brieve by King David I that grants to St Cuthbert's Church near the castle [of Edinburgh] lands beneath the 
castle, [1127]

NRS, GD45/13/216

Our earliest record



GOVERNMENT RECORDS

Records created by the Scottish Government from the 12th century 
to the present day; records of the Scottish census and post-1855 
civil registration system



www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk



www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
search-our-records



www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
help-and-guidance



www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
advanced-search



Searching for a birth record for Arthur 
Conan Doyle



Search results for Arthur Doyle



Birth entry for Arthur Conan Doyle

Birth entry for Arthur Conan Doyle, Statutory Register of 
Births, Edinburgh, 22 May 1859 Crown copyright, NRS, 1859/2/367



Birth entry for Jemima Boyd

Birth entry for Jemima Boyd, Statutory Register of Births, 
Perth, 20 August 1856 Crown copyright, NRS, 1857/342/76



Death during construction of Forth Bridge

Entry for David Clark Russell’s death in the statutory 
register of Inverkeithing, 13 September 1888 Crown copyright, NRS, 1888/432/73, page 25



Register of Corrected Entries

Entry for David Clark Russell’s death in the statutory 
Register of Corrected Entries, 24 September 1888 Crown copyright, NRS, 1888/000/001, page 149



Agatha Christie’s 2nd marriage

Entry for Agatha Christie in the statutory register of St Giles, 
11 September 1930 Crown copyright, NRS, 1930/685-4/938



Unusual names



1901 census return
Charles Rennie Mackintosh

Detail from 1901 census return for Charles Rennie Mackintosh Crown copyright, NRS, 1901/644-7/23, page 28



CHURCH RECORDS

Records of the Church of Scotland, Free Church and other
protestant churches. Copies of the records of baptisms, marriages 
and burials for Roman Catholics before 1855



Our oldest register on 
ScotlandsPeople

NRS, OPR 351/10, page 3Baptism record for Christane Hay, 27 December 1553



Example of poor record keeping

‘Something George Something lawful son to What-ye-
call-him in Mains of Barskimming was baptised April 
9th 1704.’



Baptism for James Clerk Maxwell

Baptism entry for James Clerk Maxwell in the OPR
for Edinburgh, 29 July 1831 NRS, OPR 685-1/56, page 341



Death entry for Jean Mcfarlan[e]



Spellings of forenames and surnames



Search options



Kirk session and other church court records



Virtual Volumes
www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/virtual-

volumes



Church court records

Detail of first page of Borthwick kirk session, 1690 NRS, CH2/38/1, page 1



Anti-social behaviour

Extract from Lanark kirk session minutes, 1724 NRS, CH2/1529/1/3, page 1 



Creiff Kirk Session minutes

NRS, CH2/545/6, p. 322

Extract from Crieff kirk session 
minutes, 9 Mar 1857.



NRS, CH2/1129/2, page 25

Dallas kirk session - List of 
population of parish, June 1811.

List of population of parish



COURTS OF LAW AND LEGAL 
REGISTERS

Records of the Crown Office, Court of Session, High Court of 
Justiciary, Sheriff Courts, commissary courts, registers of sasines
and deeds



Indictment of Hellen McGrigor
for the crime of child murder, 
or concealment of pregnancy,  
on or at the bank of the river 
Falloch, Killin parish, 
Perthshire, 1847. 

Crown copyright, NRS, 
AD14/47/151/1, p. 1

Indictment of Helen McGrigor



A Victorian Valentine

Valentine's card, 1880 NRS, SC58/22/630



Crown copyright, NRS, CC5/6/18, page 74Detail from Robert Burns’ testament, 1796

Robert Burns’ testament



Jean McFarlane’s testament

Crown copyright, NRS, 
CC8/8/131, p. 1723

The Testament dative and inventory of the goods and gear which pertained 
and belonged to umq[uhil]e Jean McFarlane late servant to also deceased 
Mrs. Jean Smollet late of Bonhill, 27 August 1800.



GOVERNMENT RECORDS

Records created by the Scottish Government from the 12th century 
to the present day; records of the Scottish census and post-1855 
civil registration system



www.scotlandsplaces.gov.uk



Crown copyright, 
NRS, E326/6/1, p. 73

Extract from female 
servant tax records, 
Dunbartonshire, 5 Jul 
1785-5 April 1786.

Mrs Smollet and 
Jean McFarlane.

Female servants tax



Crown copyright, NRSE326/1/31, p. 55Extract from Window Tax: Bonhill, Dunbartonshire, 5 Apr 1785 – 5 Apr 1786.

Mrs Smolet Cameron

Window tax



LOCAL AUTHORITIES

Valuation rolls, records of some burghs, county councils, justices of 
the peace and other local authorities



Crown copyright, NRS, VR102/1370, page 61Detail from Glasgow burgh valuation roll, 1925-1926

‘Prince Valler, tattooer’



PRIVATE AND CORPORATE 
BODIES

Family, legal and estate papers; records of businesses, societies 
and institutions 



NRS, GD40/8/429

List of Marquess of Lothian's indoor 
and outdoor servants and their 
wages, pensioners and their 
allowances, horses and carriages, 
1841.

List of servants



www.nrscotland.gov.uk/record-
keeping/national-register-of-archives-

for-scotland



MAPS AND PLANS

Topographical maps and plans, architectural 
and engineering drawings



Crown copyright, NRS, RHP2910
Extract from plan of lands in South Walls, Orkney, showing names of tenants. By Thomas Grainger, surveyor, 1823.

Plan of lands in South Walls, Orkney



NATIONALISED INDUSTRIES 
AND TRANSPORT

Records of the rail and canal systems, coal, gas, electricity, steel 
and shipbuilding industries



NRS, BR/CAL/15/1 
Permission granted for re-use 
by the Department of Transport. 
Reproduced under Open 
Government Licence version 3.0

Entry for John Anderson in the staff 
register for the Caledonian Railway 
company, (Dundee-Aberdeen 
District), 1881-1924

The Caledonian Railway Company



www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/
news-and-features



https://blog.nrscotland.gov.uk



Historical Search Room



Before you visit
• Please consult the visit us and Historical 

Search pages on the NRS website
• Consult the online NRS catalogue and 

research guides
• Contact staff to arrange a visit and order 

records at lsrhe@scotlandspeople.gov.uk
• Reader’s ticket: bring proof of address, 

photographic ID and two passport photos
• Bring pencils and paper and your 

laptop/mobile device



Handling archives
• Please ensure that your hands are clean and 

dry
• Use only pencil when taking notes
• Do not mark the documents in any way
• Take care opening bundles/documents and 

handling the items inside
• Keep the original order
• Use only acid free bookmarks and do not use 

post-it notes as markers
• Do not eat or drink near archives



www.nrscotland.gov.uk



NRS Online Catalogue
www.nrscotland.gov.uk/catalogue

Tutorial: NRS Archives YouTube Channel



www.nrscotland.gov.uk/research/guides/
a-z

Tutorial: NRS Archives YouTube Channel



Handwriting

• www.scottishhandwriting.com/
• www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/guides/

reading-older-handwriting
• www.scotlandspeople.gov.uk/glossary
• https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/ems-

palaeography
• Scottish Handwriting Kit



Dictionaries of the Scots language 
www.dsl.ac.uk



Publications



Keep up-to-date



The Declaration of Arbroath, 6 April 1320

Mike Brooks © Queen’s Printer for Scotland, NRS, SP13/7

Thank you for listening
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