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Mining the Treasures 
in Newspapers
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Why Use Newspapers?
• Newspapers record the fine print of our daily lives.

• Start search locally; expand to larger cities, 
counties, state, regional and finally national levels
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Voice of 
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What Can You Find?
• Births, marriages, deaths

• Anniversaries, obituaries, memorials

• Legal notices, court notices, police blotter

• Gossip, society news, social events

• Biographical and historical pieces

• Church, fraternal, ethnic group news

• ANYTHING!
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Vital Record 
Alternative
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Vital Record Alternative
• Newspapers may supply you with news of births, 

marriages and deaths when vital records were not 
recorded.

• Wedding anniversaries, obituaries, memorials, 
and funeral notices may give you more about an 
individual and other family members.
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Hatched

The Daily American, Nashville, Tennessee 7 December 1884
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Not What You Expected

• Discovering that the 
father was 
incarcerated for 
murder and that the 
baby died just after 
birth.

The Atlanta Constitution, 2 Sep 1910
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Matched
• Marriages Announcements
• Marriage License Applications
• Engagements
• Wedding Anniversaries
• 25th and 50th anniversaries often list children, 

their spouses and where they live
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The Atlanta Constitution, 2 Sep 1910

Engagements
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Marriage 
Licenses

Courier-Journal
Louisville, Kentucky

27 Nov 1880
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Wedding Anniversary
Stratford, Oct. 27. — Mr. and Mrs. Harry Curtis, of this town, celebrated 
their sixtieth wedding anniversary last evening in the house in which Mr. 
Curtis was born 89 years ago. Although the old gentleman has been totally 
blind for over 20 years he skipped around among his guests last night in 
quite a lively manner. Mrs. Curtis is 80 years old, and for some time has 
been an invalid. The celebration was in the shape of a surprise by a few 
friends and relatives. Refreshments were served by three children, three 
grand-children, and one great-grandchild of the couple. No death has 
occurred in Mr. Curtis’s family since his marriage, three-score years ago. 
On that occasion one of the guests of the anniversary was present. The 
aged couple who have lived so long together received many earnest 
congratulations, and the party was brought to a close by the singing of 
“Old Hundred.” These two people are said to be the oldest couple in town.

The New York Times, October 28, 1883
New York City
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Dispatched
• Obituaries: Name, date of death, age and 

biography of deceased, family information and 
where they then resided

• Funeral Notices: Brief. Name, date of death, 
funeral home and burial information

• Traditional death notices.

• Lists of dead

• Health reports
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Death Notice
• Place of birth mentioned, along with when he 

came to San Francisco

The Weekly Standard, Portland, Oregon 17 June 1881
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Memoriam
In Memoriam

Death of Mr. Edward P. Rudd.

The brother of sleep, as the ancients termed death, has suddenly taken 
from us a young man of great energy of character, of wide and extended 
influence, and what is still more important in these days of private and 
public profligacy, a truly good, honest and Christian man. We allude to 
Edward P. Rudd, the late head of the well-known publishing house of 
Rudd & Carleton. Having known Mr. R. intimately, I desire to pay a 
passing tribute to his memory. He was the son of Rev. Mr. Rudd, of Lyons, 
in this State. At the early age of 15 he entered the book-house of J.C. 
Derby, at Auburn, where he remained three years. Thinking New-York 
offered a wider sphere for him, he came here at 18 with strong letters to A. 
S. Barnes & Co. . . . 

The New York Times, 28 Nov 1861
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Other 
Announcements
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Legal Notices
• In addition to legal notices, court notices and 

police blotters, you may also find mention tax 
lists, jury lists and more.

• Some of the items will be news stories, whereas 
others may appear as recurring columns.
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Divorce

The Democratic Pharos, 24 Feb 1858
Logansport, Indiana
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Elopement
Whereas Elizabeth Burtonstand alias Ashton, the wife of 
Benjamin Ashton of Gloucester County, in the Province 
of West New Jersey, Weaver, hath lately eloped from me 
her said Husband, without any Manner of Provocation: 
Now in order to prevent her the said Elizabeth 
contracting Debts in my Name. I give this publick
Notice, that I will not pay any Debts whatsoever, which 
she shall or may, after the Date hereof, contract. Given 
under my Hand, this first Day of July, 1758.

Benjamin Ashton

The Pennsylvania Gazette, July 6, 1758
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Court Notices

The Courier-Journal, 
22 Dec 1880
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Jury Lists
• May be lists of those to serve 

for a given term

Anti Masonic Star, 
18 Aug 1830
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Voter Lists and Tax Lists
• May help you in determining when your ancestor 

came of age.

• May help you in determining when your ancestor 
might have died or moved.
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Courier-Journal,
16 Dec 1880
Louisville, Kentucky
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Sheriff’s Notice

Gettysburg Compiler,
21 Mar 1821

Gettysburg, Pennsylvania
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Legal Notices: Estates
Administrator’s Notice

Parties indebted to the estate of D.H. Mapother, or 
Hart & Mapother, are requested to come forward 
and settle at once; and parties to whom the estate 
is indebted are requested to have their claims 
properly proven and presented to

Thos. O’Mara, Administrator
The Courier-Journal, 3 Sep 1874

Louisville, Kentucky
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Gossip and Society News
• Never know what you will find in these news 

items.

• In the case of gossip, you may want to follow up in 
other records if possible to verify accuracy.
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Social Events and Society News
• Don’t assume that your ancestor wasn’t mentioned 

in these sections because he wasn’t affluent 
enough.

• Social news may indicate where other family 
members live, as many items about the comings 
and goings of the town’s residents.
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Meetings and Organizations
• Help to identify which organizations were active

• In the case of fraternal groups, just which local 
group existed, which may help you in finding 
other records

• Give insight into the times, especially for things 
like temperance, women’s suffrage, etc.
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Meetings
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Types of 
Newspapers
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Types of Newspapers
• Dailies, Weeklies, Monthlies

• Ethnic Press: German, Polish, 
Welsh, African American

• Religious Press: Roman 
Catholic, Lutheran, Baptist

• Trade Press: Occupation, 
trade union, company, 
association or hobby 
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Ethnic Newspapers
• Gave news of the old country

• Written in the native tongue

• Helped Americanize new 
immigrants

• May indicate where in the old 
country individuals were from

Missions-Vännen, 21 Oct 1880 
Chicago, Illinois 
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• Native 
American 
Newspapers

Iapi Oaye, December, 1871, 
Dakota Mission
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Military Newspaper

Labor Newspaper
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Searching
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Effective Newspaper Search
• Look in the “gossip” portion of the paper for death 

notices and obits, which might be only 1 or 2 lines 
in small type.

• Know the township where your ancestor resided 
as some newspapers published news by township, 
suburb or community.

• Towns often had more than one newspaper.

• Check 10, 20, 25, 50 years after an event for 
reprints of earlier issues
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Effective Newspaper Search
• Some papers published several editions; especially 

in large cities

• Look for: Notices of ship arrivals, passengers, 
naturalizations, hotel guests, unclaimed letters at 
the post office, tax lists, jurors, crimes, moves and 
relocations, orphan trains. 

• Letters to the editor and classified ads were used 
to seek information on missing relatives and 
friends or tell about former residents.
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Identifying Newspapers
• Union lists and bibliographies

• Newspapers on microfilm

• Early American Newspapers Project

• The Internet
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Clarence S. Brigham’s History and Bibliography of American 
Newspapers, 1690-1820
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• Newspapers in 
Microform gives 
researchers 
information about 
what repositories have 
which newspapers in 
microform versions. 
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Finding Newspapers
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Where to find newspapers
• Libraries: public and academic

• State Archives or Libraries

• State or local historical societies

• Newspaper Morgues

• Online

• Printed Sources
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Early American Newspaper 
Project

• Readex Corporation worked to make all 
newspapers mentioned in Brigham’s volume 
available on microfilm

• Check with local (larger) library to see if the 
project is available to you  

• Ask about pre-1820 newspapers that are available 
on microfilm rather

• Now available online through Newsbank.com
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NEHGS Resources
Boston Transcript Obits

Columbian Centinel
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NEHGS Resources
• AmericanAncestors.org 

• 19th Century U.S. Newspapers (remote access)

• Boston Globe (on-site access)

• Missing Friends (database)

• Microfilm:
– Boston Pilot
– Boston Transcript
– Columbian Centinel

• JHC has digitized the Jewish Times
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Digitized Newspapers
• Ancestry.com

• Cyndi’s List www.cyndislist.com/newspapers
• GenealogyBank.com

• Google News news.google.com/newspapers
• Newspapers.com

• Published resources
– Claudia C. Breland’s Searching for Your Ancestors in 

Historic Newspapers
– Ernest Thode’s Historic German Newspapers Online
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www.ancestry.com/search/categories/np_newspapers/
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cyndislist.com/newspapers
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GenealogyBank.com
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news.google.com/newspapers
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Newspapers.com
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Published Resources
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cslib.cdmhost.com/cdm/landingpage/collection/p15019coll9
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Published Resources
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http://anno.onb.ac.at/
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Effective Online Search
• Remember that few of these newspapers have 

been indexed, or they have been OCR’d which 
makes index searching difficult.

• Once a newspaper has been identified, if you have 
the day of an event, go page by page in the issue 
where it is likely to be. 

• Remember when filling in search engines that Less 
is best.
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Review
• Newspapers are a window to the past
• Available in many different formats

• Newspapers
• Microfilm
• Online (free and subscription sites)

• Seldom indexed, requiring patience 
and perseverance that is worth it in 
the end

• Can answer questions and open new 
research avenues
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QUESTIONS?
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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