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Jutroduction

Americans tend to enjoy rags-to-riches stories and the idea of the self-made man, but as a famous
philosophy thesis posits, nothing comes from nothing. A successful person who overcame hard-
ships still came from a web of families that passed on their talents, values, and work ethic. This
book, Ancestors of Albert James Zdenek, Sr. and Rose Marie Mildred Prince, shows how a diverse
background led to the many accomplishments of Albert J. Zdenek, Jr.

These woven-together families came from different places. The ancestors of Albert James
Zdenek, Sr. and Rose Marie Mildred Prince emigrated from four European countries: Czech
Republic, Germany, Ireland, and England. Two families—Zdenek and Janousek—hailed from South
Bohemia; four—Prince, Molitor, Hitt, and Huber—came from Germany, the regions of Trier, perhaps
Westphalia, and Swabia, respectively. The English families included Bailey, Fletcher, and Wine/Wines,
while the Irish contingency included the Kennedy, Johnston, Grew, McGinnis, and Hagerty families.
-————-' met and blended loge(h-er m the America “melting pot” Having afrrived i.n
Ew York, Delaware, and Virginia, the descendants eventually made Philadelphia
ly (in Delaware by 1790), the Huber family (in
[ew York by 1790 and probably as early as 1661) all

o and then to Indiana. In Illinois, a Kennedy bride

Voice of

Kyle Hurst

Senior Genealogist
in 1909. During the Great Depression, the couple
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American
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Components

* Family = genealogical sketches

* History = context

* Story = combine genealogical, biographical,

contextual facts

Justice Bayless/Bailey was
born probably in New York,
about 1760, and died after
1850. He married by 1788,
Sarah , born in New
York, about 1766.

+

Orange County, New York
was just over the river from
Upper Smithfield Township.
Originally, the township was
in Wayne County, then in
Pike County when that
divided, and finally in
Monroe County.

Justice Bailey, like many who
lived through the formation of
the United States of America,
was quite mobile. As new
lands and new transportation
options opened up, Justice
continually moved westward
across his new country.

Get organized!
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Base decisions on:

Deadlines Audience
* When do you want to * Who are you writing
finish? for?

* Limits depth of coverage ¢ Determines style & tone

Organize ideas then data

* Table of contents/outline
— What in each chapter/section?
— Who to discuss?
— What to say about them? et

e Structure
— Thesis

— Examples to support

Trombete Prejct

— Genealogical formats vs narrative

oATTRwe———— Y

Incorporating narrative into
genealogy

Insert after birth-death-marriage info, within a
genealogical sketch.

}a

Include narrative chapters before and/or after the
genealogical presentation.

((

Insert narrative or explanatory information in features /
sidebars / boxed inserts.

Provide transcriptions of wills, interviews, or letters in
one or more appendixes.
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CHAPTER ONE

1516

Mach 1816, and was buried 3¢ S
Swithin s¢ Walco, 12 Mar -

b 1816,

BuiLpinG AND HOLDING
A NaTiON TOGETHER

Half a Century in Boston
In 1754, John married Maria Cathaina Shi
) M

bughee of Gov. Willam

oW

ALL FIVE ANCESTRAL FAMILIES discused in tis book ha

T —
il whi
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Narrative chapters and within sketches

10

THADDEUS CARTER, W 128

Narrative then genealogy

11

Incorporating genealogy
into narrative -

Make the main body of your texta
|E narrative and include the genealogy —
Register style or AT — as end matter.

- Provide genealogical information in
: -: +  chartform.

12
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CHAPTER

Narrative with genealogy in back

13

el
Use the genealogical
numbering systems!

Writing narrative
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Storytelling

Novel Genealogy
E5 Plot Themes
% Conflict w”? Tensions
MM Transition between scenes v__"l‘? Move times/locations
ﬂ" Characters ,ﬂ, Ancestors
B3 Dialogue ¢« Quotes

16
Story Structure
v Table of contents
MIDDLE v’ Genealogy
l v/ Within narrative
END
17
Eventful Events
Arrival
Originating Resolution
Event
Boards ship Purchas ‘; housel
18
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Getting started

Just start typing.

(B

Later, reread and look for patterns.

Include only what is of interest; omit
n information that the reader can easily
find elsewhere.

19

The year after they wed, they lived at 1 Waverly Place in Chelsea. Thomas worked as a stevedore at

Mystic Wharf in Charlestown.!

When Mabel was bom in 1892, the Jameson family resided at 19 Medford in Boston. Her father was
from England and her mother from Ireland. He was a longshoreman.*

Thomas and Nora had at least five children baptized at $t. Catherine of Siena in Charlestown by
1895, They had at least five more baptized at Immaculate Conception in Revere between 1897 and 1902.
However, two of died as infints, ir nearly d died in 1903, Nora then had a

llbom daughter in 1904 who was buried at Bunker Hill in Boston.!

Near Halloween 1895, Th d Nora borrowed $1270 from Benjarmin Hadley (of Somerville) to
purchase (from Jacob E. Anthony of Everett) 2250 square feet in Lot 2 with a five-foot-wide strip of Lot
on Olive Street cast of Elwood Place in Revere. The mortgage was for ten years, and they had paid by
late 19044

As of 1899, Thomas worked as a foreman in Charlestown but also sold groeeries from his home at 10
Olive Street, Revere. As of 1902/3, his oscupations hadn't changed., but the address was 22 Olive Street,

In 1911, he was 8 foreman living at 28 Olive Street

In 1900, the Jameson family mortgaged s house st 10 Olive Street in Revere. Seven of their nine
children stlllived. Thomas was a supsriniendant at Mystic Wharf, He had immigrated in about 1880 and
since naturalized, and Nora had immigrated about 1883, Their houschold also featured Daniel O'Brien,
bom in Ireland, January 1846, who had been married 23 years and had immigrated in 1897 and ot yet
naturalized*

Rough draft/Notes

20

"Athome, the Jameson family fesided in four Tocations wi
‘mile area just north of Boston. Shortly after they wed, Thor
| i Waverly Place, which used to be by the bridge over the My

Chelse: the birth of
(Mary) in March 1887
baptism seemed to be the only time the Jamesons held a sacramental event at
Chelsea's St. Rose of Lima church, which was straight down Broadway from

Tn 3 two-square.
ind Nor
River at the

nd mourned her death from croup that October. Her

The year afier they wed, they lived at 1 Waverty Fiace In Chelses Thomas worked as » seveckre st
Mystic Whart in Chasesionn et home

Wb Mabel s bocn in 1492, the Jamesce fansly resdedat 19 Medford i Boston. Her fber was
R . Dauring the first half of the 18905, the coupl

N b et v e btz St Cotherlnef S fn € N ey proceeded to have five more children. Several apartments they rented
iy o e e e Baprssd 1 Cuberineg e S~ on Medford Street were located behind Mystic Playground (now Barry
1898, They had 1902

N I Playground), right by the Chelsea Street Bridge that crossed the Inner Channel

d in Charlestown where

e to Mystic Wharf. The Jameson family lived the longest at 19 Medford Street,
ai ghtse i 1904 who was buried st Basker Hill in Bosten.”

o daghter I 1584 wh i brid st Bl il i B which was a “thoroughly well built” three-story house with three tenements
Neat Halloweea 1595,

et | | 2t ten oo cven
pschase {fom Jocct : t o the buildings owner could expect o re

‘water closets on each floor” Al the time,

e about $504in rents cach year.

Revere. T 1en yoar, asd they hod peid by ) .
I five of Thomas and Nora's Charlestown-born children—Frances Ellen,

hte 1904
R 1o | | Robert\gabel, Daniel and James john-
N at the base of Bunker Hill on the side near their rental

O St B A o W20 s b 3l 0 o v 2 ORI || e Ty his was he poors Cthlc parish i he v ecuse

in 1911, e was focggzan living at treet. tended to have large Irish families among its mostly working-class parishioners.

JA— - " " :

. L ged with St Mary',

What, oo 350 md which 2 re-created St. Catherine of Siena Chapel within its lower

\”"“\ Jevel. For the first of these five baptisms, Noras fther Daniel and sister Ellen

boen in Ineland, Junuary 1846, who had been married 23 yearTand had imenigrated i 1897 and pot yet the second."”
it

lived to adulthood. They were baptized

Near Halloween in 1895, Thomas’s promotion o foreman allowed him to
purchase property on Olive Street in Revere. Although this was the farthest

he ever lived from Mystic Wharf, it would have been a straight shot down

X “The address for this property was 10 Olive Strcct until about 1901 or 1902,
Notes to manuscri pt when it was renumbered as 22 Olive

a bath “piped for hot and cold water” While Thomas still worked at My
Whart, Nora sold groceri

1. The house had seven rooms and

21
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A
Cite as you write!

How to add the narrative

E Chronologically

ue i
N Thematically

q% One topic per paragraph

23

Quaker Life

Afier banns weze posted on 7 September and § C

Conroc and Elinor Wright
2 October 1730). Iaac, son
or, daughter of Jonathan Wright,

smarricd at the B

the royal governor and

Jersey propri anted

building was ready

Iasc Conro

< (originally the
New York Lighthou

n
Kyle Hurst et al, Selected Ancestors of Nelson McMahon and Property in Burlington
Louise Rathbun (Newbury Street Press, c2020)

ourse of their time in Burlington, New Jorsey; saac and Elinor Wright basically

rty from Elinor’ parents on

Thematically then chronologically

24
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What makes an engaging
family history?

Details about Historic and
people, places, geographic

events context
Photos, charts,

Clear, focused
and other »
. writing
images

25

A
Read your text aloud

Perspective
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Point of View

» Authorial vs. narrative voice
» Third person vs. first person
» Don’t switch viewpoints midstream

» Decide how close is close enough

6/7/2023

28

Hugh Hart Lusk was asked by Justice Foster if he would
defend Louisa Collins in her murder trial, which was
scheduled to begin the following week. The judge said
that there wasn’t any money to pay for his services.

At the height of his career, Hugh took on the
responsibility of representing Louisa Collins pro bono.
‘With only a week remaining until the murder trial,
Justice Foster chose him for the defense.

One week, that’s all he had, one week to prepare a
defence in a murder trial. The prosecution had had a
month. ... What did he have? A request from Justice
Foster that he, Hugh Hart Lusk, should conduct the case
pro bono, which meant no fee, no assistance, no money
for any investigative work . . .

Carol Baxter, Writing and Publishing Gripping Family Histories
(St. Ives, New South Wales: Baxter, c2016), 37.

29

Narrative Voice Styles

* Narrative non-fiction * Encyclopedic

Justice Bailey, like many who lived Between 1790 and 1810, Justice Bailey

through the formation of the United
States of America, was quite mobile.

appeared in N.Y. records for Orange,
Tioga, and Livingston Counties.

* Journey of discovery * Distant voice
By tracing him in census, land, and tax Justice Bailey (1760-aft. 1850) lived in
records, I found that Justice Bailey was New York in 1810 and in Ohio by
quite mobile. 1835.

. Inti : . “Faction”

ntimate voice action
After his 50th birthday, Justice decided In his melancholy, Justice Bailey
to leave New York bound for Ohio. thought, ‘Maybe moving from place to
Would he finally be at home there? place will bring me happiness and
success.

30

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

10

10



Virtual Spring Stay at Home 2023

Truth Matters

Do Don’t
* Be tactful » Withhold “sensitive” data
* Beware bias * Exaggerate

* Maintain impartiality ¢ Judge

6/7/2023

31

1
Anchoring

To America!

Dolor Davis and the Establishment
of the American Colonies

» Location

CHAPTER.
gt
. S
> Timeframe 4 -
» Generation Go Wst. Youne Men :
Albert, Arthur, and Edward e Eumpeas who Jad
> Characters and the Expansion of America e nem e of
poie o iy
. e gy
e gk i of fn
ik hmoew e
e e e K
S ity e
¥ of Delor D,

Since Dolor Dark'y arrival i the {808 e geseratioe of Diviss had e theix
bomes Wilhiin & sewntyomile sl of where he fire made landfall & Baven. Fom.
Cambridge 10 Barastable, from Ceocosd to New Iprwich 10 Hyde Puk, the Darises
bad furmly establinhed themaeboes & with the ary of Boston, reouining

Jenifer Kahn Bakkala, An American Family:
Four Centuries of Labor, Love, and Reward pentued inka neve zesibary e the yeim, puiculily (9 budk i the Amecian vt
that were becoming hatstripening e ciries.

(Newbury Street Press, 2018). The gppetie for st E setlers le

32

Answering Questions
- ? a
WHO? WHAT? WHEN?
o iy 4]

WHERE? WHY? HOW?

33
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Biography

Adding genealogical content

;I—; Enter data following the chosen format.

=4 Add the key events in the subjects’ lives.

))) Consistency leads to clarity!

35

Vital data

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “FRANK” TAORMINA was born in
Partanna, Trapani, Sicily, Italy, 9 September 1891. He
died in Pompano Beach, Broward County, Florida, 18
November 1982, and was buried at Brookside Cemetery
in Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey. He married
at St. Mary’s Church in St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana,
27 October 1926, JOSEPHINE ACCARDO.

36
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Biographical :
What kind of information?

86 Descendantsof Dr. Nathaniel Salonstal of Haverhil

e Education

Dr. Nathaniel® Saltonstall

‘Bom at Haverhill, Massachusetts 10 February 1746/47
Died there 15 May 1815
Married at Haverhill 21 November 1780, Anna White

* Military service

THE ELDEST SON of his father’ third marriage, Dr. Nathaniel
2 Saltonstall became the head of the Saltonstall family in Essex
inty before his fortieth birthday. Unlike his half-brother
Richard® Saltonstall (1732-1785) or his youngesc
crecet Saltonsll 82), Dr. Saltonsiall did

* Occupations

* Places of residence

* Religious affiliations

 Personal details

37

Biographical: Where to look

Published sources Unpublished sources
*  Census data *  Diaries

«Ship’s registers/immigration records Lethers ‘

+ Family stories
* Wills and probate 4 Y
* Questionnaires |

* . Deeds/land records ¢
*.. Interviews
*  Obituaries/gravestone inscriptions

*  Newspaper articles

* Books/family histories 7

38

F7 American Ancestors,

B image

@Download  #Print  #Print Range I Current View
221" m

me, Kyle my Account | M\ s

Early New England Families, 1641-1700

ript. Volume  Alexander Adams (m. 1644) N ¢ Page 4 of6 »

1663 Boston, "Nathanicl Kamsey servant to Alexander Adams dicd. ™
ESTATE: 29 Jamuary 1677/8]: Administration on the cstate of * Alexander Addams late of@gston. shipwrighDwas
granted to “Mary his Relict in right of her Sclfe and Children.™ 2 February 1677/8]: Inventory on the
estate of * Alexander Addams deced. Jan? 16 1677.” taken by John T meqyood, was
] ams.” The total gz = includ |,<» nthe
ick Strecly£400) a . e ‘chruary

ms,” administr 100 with John Scarlett and Nathanicl

Greemwood

19 August 1684 (signed 28 August 1684): “Samuel Addams, Caleb Stretton, Samuel Sexton & William
Parkman” divided Alexander’s estate. Caleb Stratton in the right of his wife, eldest daughter. received “the
house wherein he (he said Caleb now dwells ... ™ William Parkman received land between Stratton’s house

and hi; Seweneceived “y* Mansion house L d Jand to the cast. Samuel
W cived the land “bein€now Imployed fora building yard .
water mark with the condition that Stratton, Sexton AT P3 T nght “of landing their

wood, provisions & goods for their familics ... unless Samuel paid them twenty shillings cach to forfeit
that right. A memorandum attached 1o the deed and dated the same day stated that they had agreed to
different lincs of division hat Samucl Sexton shal only have the Westward part or end of the
Mansion house. the division (o be made at the middle of y* Maine Stack of Chimnys ... ." the remainder of
the mansion house and all of the land laid out in the original agreement to Sexton and Stratton was to
helana ta William Parkman: 4 Niscamhar 1621 tha aamament wae acknowladasd b all fnr nartioe of the

Biographical details in records

39
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More of the story

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “PMNK T,ummm was bom at home at Corso Maggiore in Partanna, Trapani,
Sicily, Italy, 9 Septembe 2 ) ed of “old age” at Pompano Beach, Broward County,
Florida, 18 Novem lokside Cemetery in Englewood, Bergen County, New
Jersey. He married ard, Louisiana, 27 October 1926, JOSEPHINE ACCARDO.

Partanna parlsh
records

After the First World War endedsErank again travelled to
America around the time of his blrthday this time about a
month after his 29th. As a healthy laborer from Partanna,
Francesco carried $60 aboard the Logan bound from Naples to

6/7/2023

New York City. Wj

Passenger list

h-himi was his cousin, Giuseppe, and his

final destiration was the New Orleans home of his cousin,
ina. The Taormina family in New Orleans

oon start a food import business that would come to
be known as Progresso.

Family stories;

newspaper articles

40

=

Decide what to omit

aged 27, [occupation illegible], $800 in personal

Whittlesey household at Salem, Connecticut, incl

estate, $16,000 in personal estate, born in Conr
Whittlesey, white female aged 54, born in Conn
Maginnis, white male aged 34, music teacher, $
estate, born in Ireland; E. T. Maginnis, white fen
in Connecticut; O. M. Maginnis, white female ac

Connecticut; E. J. Maginnis, white female aged
Connecticut; G. F. Pratt, white male aged 28, lav
Connecticut; and S. V. Pratt, white female aged
Connecticut.

The 1870 census, taken on 16 July 1870, reportc
household at Norwich, Connecticut consisted o
male aged 37, lawyer, $12,000 in real estate, $6
estate, born in Massachusetts, a male US. citize
Sarah Pratt, white female aged 38, keeping hou
Connecticut; Alice Pratt, white female aged 10,
within the year, born in Connecticut; Oramel Pr
8, at school, has attended school within the yez
Connecticut; Gertrude Pratt, white female aged
attended school within the year, born in Conne
white male aged 3, at home, born in Connectict
white female aged 7 months, born in Nov. [186
Connecticut; Margaret Harrinton, white female a
servant, born in Ireland, parents of foreign birth;
O'Reagan, white female aged 22, domestic serva

Deciding what to omit

According to the 1860 census, on 17 July 1860 the Pratt household
at Norwich, Connecticut, consisted of George Pratt, white male

estate, born in

Massachusetts; and Sarah Pratt, white female aged 28, house
keeper, born in Connecticut. The young couple was also
enumerated in her father's household: on 18 July 1860, the

luded Oramel

Whittlesey, white male aged 58, music teacher, $10,000 in real

At the time of the 1860 census, George, 27, was
living with Sarah, 28, in Norwich with $800 in
personal estate. His occupation is lawyer; she is
listed as a housekeeper. They are also
enumerated in the household of her father,
Oramel Whittlesey in Salem. By 1870, George was
listed as a lawyer with $12,000 in real estate and
$6,000 in personal estate. Sarah was keeping
house. Also living with them were their children
Alice, 10; Oramel, 8; Gertrude, 8; Bela, 3; and
infant Susan, 7 months.

By 1880, Sarah was a widow. A music teacher, she

was living at 11 Union Street in Norwich, with her

daughter "Allce” [Alice] M., 19, also a music

teacher; son Oramel W, 17, daughter Gertrude,

15, and son Minot T, 8, all in school; and niece

tenddaginnis, 16, As a lawyer, George increased his wealth during

pargare the 1860s, which was fortunate as he had to
nt, born in Ireland,

parent offorig i Ara Keley, wht el ged 15, support five young children. After George died
domestic servant, born in Connecticut, parents of foreign birth. during the following decade, his widow Sarah and

their eldest daughter both worked as music
teachers to maintain the family.

42
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=

Don't let missing information
stop you from writing!

During the first year, Thomas sailed out with the 336-ton barque Magdala.
It had been built in Sunderland a decade earlier and was owned by the Watson
145 i, st e e g e st 93] family. The Magdala left for Point de Galle, Sri Lanka, the day after Thomas’s
m——— . . i -
prrmerrrrem I —— . When they returned to the British Isles after about ten days, two
vt i ... T & Compos s v v Crew membersrefused to continue their service (citing “frivolous and ridiculous
s e gt i 10
e 3000 g i Pt of Gl B

excuses;” in the opinion of the magistrates) and were sentenced to six weeks of
hard labor." Perhaps this was enough to show Thomas that life on the sea was
od A -
not for him, because he chose instead to work at a wharf for most of his le.
‘Thomas braved at least one last major sea voyage when he left England for
America. According to his own memory, he arrived in early February 1881 at

“*| Galveston, Texas. The port there had attracted immigrants since around the time
‘Texas joined the United States (in 1845), but it took decades before an official
US. Customs immigration station was set up at its Pier 29. Unfortunately, the

National Archives’ collection is missing the port’s records for 1871-1894. Even
without those documents, we know that from the 1840s through the 1940s,
over 130,000 immigrants arrived at Galveston. With the selection (in 1906) of
Galveston over New Orleans as the official point of entry, by 1915 Galveston
became known as the “Ellis Island of the Wests2

From Texas, Thomas could have traveled by ship or by train to the
he had to stop over in New York before making his
He seems to have settled at Chelsea by 1884, but he was
certainly in the area at the end of 1886 when he declared his desire for U.S.
Qualifying words citizenship. Having petitioned for naturalization two years later, he officially

became a ci

northeastern stat

way to Massachuset

zen on 7 January 1889,

44

Gaps and unsolved problems

Enter what you have and highlight
it for later attention.

Enter what you have -In your preface
and indicate the need  -In the text
for further research. -In reference notes

45
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Timeline

e el sl el
&

gt e : & L
& i Ea £ e
s $§ &5 § EE £ E o
c 2 S 2 EE o S
= © [*] © o0 ) o = o
e = < = T W= Q b z 3 <
£ ) & 2 [ -} o 9 2L o 0
[} £ 2 = 2 =i a a9 = w @
< £ I & a a o a .0
[ [} = o) S g - o o @ L o 3
¥ ¥ §e g §F T v 3T ¥ 9 %
g < 88 &5 Bg S8 = 22 & £ o
i fie L8 £ D0 LE o a £ & o fired
S
1890-1920
Emigration of over 4 million Italians to USA
—_— E—
1914-1918 1941-1945
WWI WWII

47

Noting ideas

FRANCESCO ROSARIO “FRANK"” TAORMINA was bom at home at Corso Maggiore in Partanna,
Trapani, Sicily, Italy, 9 Seprember 1891 (at 3:30 am.). He died of “old age™ at Pompano Beach,
Broward County, Florida, 18 November 1982, and was buried at Brookside Cemetery in
Englewood, Bergen County, New Jersey. Hemarried at St. Mary’s Church in St. Bemard,
Louisiana. 27 October 1926, JOSEPHINE ACCARDO,

Afterthe First World War ended. Frank again ravelled to America around the time of his
birthday — this time about a month after his 29th. As a healthy laborer from Partanna, Francesco

canied $60 fboard the Logan]bound from Naples to New York City. With him wes his cousin, _.~{ Comment [KAI] Bow vouidhssphars
Giuseppe, and his final destination was the New Orleang s cousin, Rosario Taomina
The Taormina family in New Orleans would soon start a food import business that would come
to be known as Progresso)]

pasants in 19017

“*{ Comment [KH2]: Tfths destinstion s
Olezns 2in

burisdin e

*{ Comment [KH3]: Reszach the compery —
especilly s besinrings andhow t chargsd hands

48
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Context: What kind of

6/7/2023

information?

Historical
events/eras/background

THE LIPPITTS OF
OOPERSTOWN

* Geography
* Cultural anma,

beliefs/practices

Christopher C. Child et al, Descendants of John Lippitt
of Providence and Warwick, Rhode Island
(Newbury Street Press, c2021).

49

THE ELEMENTS OF SOCIAL MISTORY

Work fobs, professis labor, schedu'e this
et ks, g e, oo, e e e
e,

mm, mwmm—, rank, sructore, manufacruring

o, lens, ozaoy, sivals,

Mignaion mabily s rasporaton, ash i pull s gicup Lxhay-

eopery, iafhence, b et e e . m_mn- dlwhrul

ol shalarly sy rescarch, bighes cdcacion,
Languape waage i cecatn e, cologuial ol 3 I - . lical
roverte,sigo b Torai, el ok " i i i wonwes's
cation, ol tadi
Literature reading masi, s
e eading mate, Bibles, eligions teses and e, oo idierexperen >

| books, scwapapern, magaiacs, mewsers, panphle, e s

Sor, wrmpors ..m it vie, ook msacs bfcios, nrerias
death, b

il s, cybere

,hand |
s o o jokcs, soegs) |
hobbics,

oreterees, ok

hancta

g, dewing, gy ndkssomig, e

bty 1 ! i Do e, pmbbes, e, v, oo,
e, famly st it scxuaity, group bekavior, it

i, discase, epidemics, wounds, medical ca
i, e, expone, il i oo

Katherine Sturdevant, Bringing Your Family History to
e oo ligernion, e, ot Life Through Social History (Cincinnati, Ohio:

e e Betterway Books, c2000), 18-19.

koo, el shogping, cslog, %

tions, equipeen:
oad faod
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Don’t write about big topics that

are beyond the scope of your
family history.

(Please don't try to explain the American

Revolution.)
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Where to obtain background

info for your narrative
Published sources Unpublished sources

* Histories = - "~ « Manuscript collections

¢ Timelines " . * Governmental records

* Maps/Gazetteers e Interviews

* Websites/Publications . * - Presentations

by/about subject matter -

¢ News

52

Story in context

Journal article about

After the First World War ended, Frank again travjlglEhliglyleiy
America around the time of his birthday - thistime about a
month after his 29th. Italian immigrationfo American had
just begun to taper off after the arrival of 4 million of Frank’s
countrymen. As a healthy laborer from Partanna, Francesco
carried $60 aboard the Logan bound from Naples to New York
City. With him was his cousin, Giuseppe, and his final
destination was the New Orleans home of his cousin, Rosario
Taormina. So many Sicilians like them had settled there that
the French Quarter was nicknamed “Little Palermo.” The
Taormina family inew Orleans would soon start a food
import business that would come to be known as Progresso.

New Orleans website
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Dauring the 18605, Shetland

The Scottish branch of the ; According to an 1871
family lived in the Shetland Islands
(also called Zetland) for many
jons. Only seven_ larger

the primary cause was “the system under which

the people have been e plaed” In imploring change, C e
‘Thomas Edmonston explaird:
he

tha the barter or

ht smaller islands of the

are inhabited. The group year for

northeast off ncoast or for the crops does not mean much cash among the people any more than

of Scotland that th top is abad year implis it ‘much deb
Norway: Naturally then, Shetlands do not inger in money one ffteth of their carnings as an average, and three
‘geography and history is a unique of them. y P

blend of Norse and Scoltish family

names and cultures. atleast

Robert grew up. 50 far as he peasantry are concerned.

(formerly Zell), the second-largest
island north of the main island.

Essentially, the barter system arose from the unbalanced relationship
between proprietors and tenants and the proprietors' monopolizing role in the
fishing industry. The commissioners estimated that nearly two thirds of the

Even at the height o ts population

(in 1846), Yell only had 3450 population (essentiallyall a “under truck’—whether

residents. Almostallis settlements
hug the g the center as
what is know as. lds o Yell?”
habitants

perpetuating or being victimized by that system. Throughout the centuries, the
system had added b the Scottish (wh i

those of Norse background (who lost lands and influence to said Scots) #*

Unsurprising

of the Mid parish L

primarily made a living fishing, b = SR

mostly for ling cod. herring. and Uncertain migration

sea trout. Roberts fther Andrew

Jameson (No.56) and srandfather famesfished in additioptofiFming
Robert and Jean wed

In 1860 or 1861, this Jameson family decided to leave the Shetlands to

€ along the northeastern coast of England. As a mariner, Robert chose to
move to Sunderland, a shipping port know
184 ipyards allowed

had two sons and a daughter, only to lose
thomason. The young family remained on

townships held
of Monkwearmouth Shore (making up nearly half of Monkwearmouth's total
acreage), which grew from 15,139 residentsin 1861, 10 16,590 in 187110 17,647
in 18817

Context to fill gaps
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nonfiction
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T American Ancestors

Search Events Membership ~Give

AmericanAncestors.org/tools/writing-publishing-your-family-history
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1. Family:

|ancestor’s life.

2. History:

life in perspective.

®; Story:

R AR AL R L

I

® Review

Make a timeline of significant moments in an
Add contextual info that puts your ancestor’s

[ Combine the biographical and contextual info
using your preferred narrative style.
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QUESTIONS?

Schedule a consultation
consultations@nehgs.org

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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