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* Brief History of Institutions in America
* Records to examine for clues
* How to get around restricted collections
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Brief History of
Institutions in
America
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Colonial Period thru 1850s

* Community home
* Jails
* Almshouse or Poorhouse
— First an extension of the church, later the town/city, or
state (Boston first in 1622)
— All persons who lived in poverty:
* widows
* orphans
« alcoholics
* persons with physical or mental disabilities
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Mid-19th Century

* Huge effort to categorize and arrange individuals,
with a focus on rehabilitation:
— Penitentiaries (1829, Philadelphia, Penn.)
— Public schools (1839, Lexington, Mass.)
— Orphanage (1729, Natchez, Miss.)
— School for the deaf (1817, Hartford, Conn.)
— School for the blind (1829, Watertown, Mass.)
— Asylum for mentally-ill (1752, Philadelphia, Penn.)
— Hospitals (1736, New York City)

Early 20t Century

* Placement became more permeant

— Rehabilitation is less-possible

* Eugenics on the rise

* Xenophobia on the rise
— Immigration act of 1907 and 1924

¢ Binet-Simon test

— Precursor to IQ test

Immigration Act of 1907

* Idiots, imbeciles, and * Persons afflicted with
feeble-minded persons tuberculosis or “with a

loathsome or dangerous

contagious disease”

* Epileptics

* Insane persons * Persons who have been

convicted of a felony or
crime or “misdemeanor
* Professional beggars involving moral
turpitude”

¢ Paupers

* Polygamists

¢ Anarchists
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Henry Goddard
+ 1866-1957 gl

* Head of research at the
Vineland Training School in
New Jersey

* Translated the Binet-Simon
test

— “idiots” had a mental age equal
to or less than 2 years old

— “imbeciles” had a mental age of
3-7 years

— “morons” had a mental age of
8-12 years

6/27/2023

10

Mid/Late 20" Century

* Deinstitutionalization
— Return to home care
— Parole

* Education
— Public perception
— Specialized fields

* Parent groups demanded change

— Rehabilitation
— Improved conditions and better staffing

11

Some records to
examine for clues
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Two Approaches
* What you know * What you've discovered
— Family Lore — Research
— Family papers * Sudden appearance
* Photographs * Sudden disappearance or
absence

« Diaries/Journals
* Something fishy

* Right place, right time

* Postcards and letters
* Heirlooms

6/27/2023

13

If Your Ancestor Was...

* Physically disabled (birth, veteran, on the job)
— School for the blind
— Schools for the deaf
— Homes for wounded veterans
— State schools (originally “for the feebleminded”)
— State hospitals

* Intellectual or mental disability
— Insane asylum
— State schools (originally “for the feebleminded”)

* Financially disadvantaged
— Orphanage or Orphan Trains
— State schools (originally “for the feebleminded”)
— State reform school
— Prisons -NOT COVERED IN THIS COURSE

14

Federal Census
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U.S. Federal Census

* Authorized by Article 1, Section 2, of the U.S.
Constitution to make an accurate count of the U.S.
population for representative purposes (1787)

* Population Schedule is taken every ten years-
— lst enumeration- 2 August 1790
— The 1950 census (last available census)-1 April 1950
— The last census- 1 April 2020
— Next census to become available- 1 April 2032

* Began under the jurisdiction of U.S. State Department
(1790-1840). Currently, under the U.S. Census Bureau.

16

Census Records

1830-Free persons and enslaved persons who are deaf/dumb;
free persons and enslaved persons who are blind

* 1840-Free persons who are insane/idiots (public charge or
private charge)

* 1880-1950 (except 1920)- Unemployment status
¢ 1850-1910 (except 1900)- Deaf/dumb, blind, insane, idiotic

* 1850-1860- Pauper or convict
* 1870- Crippled

* 1880- Person sick on enumeration day (name sickness)

¢ 1910 and 1930- Veteran status

17

18
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Always look at the
record before and after!
1840 Charleston, SC- pg. 2
20
21
7

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Researching Impoverished Ancestors in North America

6/27/2023
22
Look for Context Clues
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Historical Context Clues
24
8
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Orphan Trains

* Orphan Train Movement placed
more than 120,000 orphaned
children with families across the
country between 1853 and the
early 1900s.

.

Charles Loring Brace
conceptualized the “emigration
plan” to resettle poor and
orphaned children living in New
York City with farm families in the
West.

¢ “Orphan Trains” stopﬂed at more
than 45 states across the country,
as well as Canada and Mexico.

6/27/2023

25
You Guessed It!
58 ARCHIVEGRID S —
14 orphan trains  Orphan trains
) afll >
North Dakota orphan train riders collection, 1905-2000
26

Non-Population
Schedules
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1880-Population Schedule
) enumerated by me on the L,rﬁ‘-mil-" day of June, 1580,
b o o7 Plrsiodoneee _ . ,f{ ff.r.f/z;“
28

Non-Population schedules and
special censuses

 Agricultural Schedules * Union Veterans and Widows
Schedules
* Defective, Dependent, and
Delinquent Classes * Indian Census Rolls, 1885-
1940
¢ Industry and Manufacturing
Schedules * Special Census on Deaf Family
Marriages and Hearing
* Mortality Schedules Relatives, 1888-1895
* Slave Schedules * And many others...

 Social Statistics Schedules

* Business Census (1935)

29

1880- Defective, Dependent, and
Delinquent Classes

¢ This schedule included different forms to
enumerate the following classes of individuals:
— Insane
— Idiots
— Deaf-mutes
— Blind
— Paupers and indigent persons
— Homeless children

— Prisoners

30
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Insane

* Name of person

* Residence when at home (city and county)

* Paying or ward of state

» Form of disease (diagnosed by medical professional)

* Mental history (duration, number of attacks, age at
first attack)

* Restraint or seclusion (date of discharge)

* Ever institutionalized? If so, where?

32

THE PORTABLE GENEALOGIST
Using the Federal Census: 1790-1840

Resources

H

The Federal Census
Moving Beyond the Population Schedule

BLE GENEALOGIST  ©
Census: 1850-1950

THE PoRTAl
u

£2 American Ancestor

33
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The Federal Census: Moving Beyond the Population Schedule

The Federal Census:

Moving Beyond the
Population Scie¥ule

AmericanAncestors.org/video-library

34

QUESTIONS?

Immigration Records

12
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20t Century Passenger Lists

» U.S. Government printed blank passenger lists
and distributed to ships companies

» Completed at port of departure

* Headings in English, but
remainder could be in
native tongue (especially
names)

* Ship’s purser would
complete

6/27/2023

37

Ambrosi Family-S.S. Verona, 1914
(first page)
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38
Information included
* Name * Literacy
e Age * Nationality
* Sex * Race or people (1903)
* Martial status * Last permanent address
* Occupation * Name and complete
address of nearest relative
or friend in country
whence alien came (1907)
39
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Ambrosi Family-S.S. Verona, 1914
(second page)
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Information included

* Destination (state and *  Whether going to join a
city/town) relative, the relative’s name,
address and relationship

¢ Whether in possession of a

ticket to final destination *  Whether the passenger had
ever been in prison,
* By whom was the passage paid almshouse, or institution for
the insane, or was a polygamist
* Amount of money passenger or anarchists
carried
*  State of health

¢ Whether ever before in the
United States (years, place) * Place of birth (county/town)
(1906)

Physical Description (1906)

41

Special Inquiry
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Resources
THE PorTaABLE GENEALOGIST '
43
Military Records
¢ Pensions
* Tombstone records
* Enlistment or discharge records
* Draft cards and records
— Civil War, WWI, and WWII
44
Civil War Pension Files
* Held at National Archives
45
15
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Invalid Pension
47
Mother or Father’s Pension
V504
48
16
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Invalid, Widow, and Minor Child

49

cal Pension file papers

 Declaration for pension and pension
application

Typi

* Certificate of disability

* Surgeonss certificate with disability
description (form and sketch)

* Questionnaires (Form 3-447 used before
1902; Form 3-389; widow questionnaire)

« Affidavits (for and against the pensioner)

¢ Correspondence

* Bills and receipts

50

Surgeon’s certificate

* Includes a form and sketch describing
disability

* Form provides:

— Date of examination
\ — Name and rank of claimant
/ \ ., — Claimant’s post office address
£, 9 A By i — Cause of disability
b — If a pensioner, the amount

of pension

— Claimant’s statement
— Full description of disabilities

51

17
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Draft Cards

« WWI-
— 1917-1918 (men born between 1873 and 1900)
« WWII-

— 1940-1947 (men born between 1898-1929)
— 1942 (men born between 1877 and 1897)

6/27/2023

52
WWI Draft Card
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54
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Resources

HOW-TO GUIDES

DRAFT REGISTRATION CARDS AND ENLISTMENTS
World War |

AmericanAncestors.org/tools/research-guides

QUESTIONS?

Private Institutions

19
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Private Institutions

* Church or non-profit?
e Is it still functional?

* Does the organization have an archives?
— Catholic dioceses
— Jewish Museum of Maryland
— Archive Grid

6/27/2023

58

ARCHDIOCESE
BALTIMORE ABOUTUS PARISHES SCHOOLS MINISTRIES VOCATIONS * GIVING * PROMISETOPROTECT &

Archives of the Archdiocese of Baltimore

ted Archives at St
5400 Roland Avenue
Baltimore, MD 21210

Phone: 410-864-4074.

Fax: 410-864-3690

Email: archives@stmarys.edu

Contact page

59
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Public Institutions

Public Institutions

* State or Federal?

* Is it still functional?

* Was it absorbed by another entity?

* Do they have privacy policy?

62

State Archives

{75 Secretary of the C of Q wrent school

William Francis Galvin

* ata E] @ ] ®

PopularFeatures  Departments News &Events Publications. Services Leaming  AboutUs

Collections

The Massachusatts Archives holds the officla records created by Massachusatts state government. Holdings.
ara organizsd by agancy and date from 1629 to the prasent.

Statement on Potentially Harmful Content in Collections, Cataloging and Archival Deseription Passenger Lists

Milltary Records

Synopsis of Holdings

Collaction Guides

Court -
at the tassachusatts State
Archives

Full taxt copy for printing Summary Gulde of Holdings (PDF) Agency Lt

Records reflecting the structure of state government

Foundation documents

Colonial charters, treaties, compacts, and agreements with Indian tribes and with other states. Procsedings of state constitutional
onventions. Consttution of 1780 and amendments, State legal codes

63

21
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Ti
7
ip

Get around privacy

restrictions using
available records!

Newspapers

22
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Newspapers

¢ Activities at an institution

* Staffing updates

¢ Patient names and information

* Photos

67

Newspaper Databases

* Genealogybank.com

* Newspapers.com

* Newspaper Archive

* 19 Century Newspapers

* Americas Historical Imprints

* Chronicling America (Library of Congress)

68
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SOPHRONIA NORTOXN, minor, o

Hallowell, . Petition for commitment
school for feeblesminded.
JOSEPHINE STEELE, minor, ¢

Hallowell. ~ Petition for’ commitmey

to school for feeble-minded,

ANNIE MABEL HOLLAND, mige
of Hallowell.  Petition for compj,
ment to school for feeble-minded
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23 Dec 1922, Sat - Page 2

69
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Al Digitized Newspapers 1789-1925

US Newspaper Directory, 1690-Present

Pages Avaizble: 12,268,671
Buwavan Gusette, e

S — mrﬂm 100 Years Ago Today: 9/11/1217 (79 issues)
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°

© About the Site and APT Ticntidem iy Boor
© Recommended Topics STFy—
o telp

o
4 - ¢ i
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fitimanities ~ CHRONICLING AMERICA

Search pages [T IR gitized Newspapers 1789-1925

Pages Avalasie: 12,289,671

Sprint Q5o e/sove Qaive
Search U.S. Newspaper Directory, 1690-Present

This directory of newspapers pubahed i th United 5
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US Newspaper Directory, 1690-Present

s since 1690 can help dentfy what ttes existfor a specic plac
. ing keywiorcs ta lotat pechic ttes

e and time, and how to access them. Use:
Ties currently Ieted: 164,205
Browse the Directory by newspaper title:

)8 c|[o][E]F

3] L] m][N (o] P] i@ [R][s [T [u][v]iw]|x[¥]z]0] 1] 2]3]/a]'5]6] 7]8]®

Select where the newspaper was published:
Tlinois .

Efingham v [Select Citss.._v
Select Cies.

Select when the newspaper was published:  Afamont
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Dieterich

Enter keywords:
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Freqvency Langusge: Mason
Seloct v] [Select Nontose 2
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filifatities  CHRONCLING AMER(C

ican Newspapers

All Digit

Py US Newspaper Directory, 1690-Present

Pages Available: 12,269,671

@print W subscribe @Share/Save

US Newspaper Directory Search Results

Results 1 -20 o 23

Sump to peges [T =)
Vour bl sesre retumed 25 resuts

Sort by: | Relevance ¥ |

Resuits per page: [20

1. The Effingham Democret, (Efinghem, 1) 1865-1577

3. Effinghem daily Democrat, (Effingham, I1) 1863177
4. Effingham morning record, (Effngham, 1) 1777-1514
. Effingham evening record. (Effingham, IlL) 1914-1514
6. Effingham record. (Effngham, 1) 19141923

7. Effinahem daily record, (Effinghem, I.) 1523-1572

5. Effingham zeitung. (Effngham, 1. [1L1) 1866-1677 | Langusges: German
5. Effinahem volksblatt, (Effingham, 1IL) 1672-1772 | Languages: German

10, County review, (Effingham, 1) 35

a6
Effinahem aily review. (Effingham, 11} 1942-1542

+2. Effingham Republican. (Effingham, 11 1872-160

13. Effingham semi weekly Republcan, (Effingham, 1) 1894-1594

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/search/titles/

72
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About County review. (Effingham, I11.) 1915-1946
Effinghem, Il (1915-1346)

about | Libraries that Have It | MARC Record

Title:
County review. : (gffingham, Il 1915-1945

Place of publication:
Effingham, 1.
Geographic coverage:
Effingham, Effingharm, linois | View more titles from this: City County, State

Publisher:
Albert H. Gravenhorst

Dates of publication:
1915-1945

Description:

+ Began in 1915; ceased in 1946,

Frequency:

Language:
« English

Subjects:
+ Effingham (1.)--Newspapers.
+ effingham County (1l.)--Newspapers.

Effingham County.--fast--(OCoLC)fst01214872

« linois—Effingham. -—fast--(0CoLC)fst01217735

Notes:

+ Description based on: Vol. 2, no. 2 (Feb. 3, 1915)

« Latest issue consulted: June 27, 1946.

« Merged with: Effingham Republican (Effingham, Il : 1895), to form: Effingham weekiy

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/
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CHRONICLING AMERICA
Historic Ame

1€s

Pages Available: 12,289,671

Eprint. ) subscribe

Libraries that Have It: County review. (Effingham, I1L.) 1915-1946
ffngham, . (1915-1346)

about | Libraries that Have It | MARC Record

HOLDING: Abraham Lincoln Presidential Libr, Springfield, TL
© View more tiles from this nstitution

Available as: Microfilm Service Copy

. 1915:2:3-1948:6:27>

Last updated: 06/2009

Available as: Microfilm Master
Dates:

« c915:203-1946:6:27>

Last updated: 08/2009

http://chroniclingamerica.loc.gov/

Library Home | Museum Home | Library Catalog | Support us

ABRAHAM LINCOLN =
PRESIDENTIAL K+ AND MUSEUM

K Aboutus o Y Cotlections . " J |Lincoin Rasesrcho. Jr Geneslogy = Programs & Exhbits:

ALPLM > Library » Genealogy
Genealogy

‘Genealogists find the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library essential to their research. Records of interest

GENEALOGY
1o senclogs may o found 1l f e Lvays coerton. 1 adtion s resorie nato rre o0 IR
Canelony, eserears oy o painentmatarie asowhars i o vty 8 Guides

Direct

Beginning Your Search

Catalog Search Strategies

« Oral History Program Genealogy News.
« printed Materials

Other Resources

Requesting Genealogical

,7,”//;«;/ it svaite sree. /{////7, -

Research

lncuc any Hhong off oy gransfithes,

Vnvied Sincoths, Mk 27, 7548

Lrvoo

https://www.illinois.gov/alplm/Pages/default.aspx
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Visit? Maybe you don’t have to...

ABRAHAM LINCOLN  'mm——=

PRESIDENTIAL “7‘",\\11,\[\ SEUM

escarch- W Genealogy = K Programs & Exhibits

rery loan (L) There Lo co b RS ON
e name of the city,

MICROFILM

Holdings
approved interibrary loan request form:

5. PHOTOCOPIES OF FORMS, OR Tnterlibrary Loan of
Microfilm

Allloaned material must be restricted to LIBRARY USE ONLY by the borroving library. The loar
materias s one mant f = sent. A rensul of tuo wasks i available i the materil
requested by another library.

n pariod for
material has not besn

76

Mid/Late 20" Century

* Deinstitutionalization
— Return to home care
— Parole

* Education
— Public perception
— Specialized fields

* Parent groups demanded change
— Rehabilitation

— Improved conditions and better staffing

77

Go-to Records

* Institutional records (public and private)*

* Professional associations
— Meeting minutes

— Reports

* Annual reports

* Journals and diaries

* Newspapers

78

26
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Digitized Books

* https://www.hathitrust.org/

* https://books.google.com/

* https://archive.org/index.php

* https://openlibrary.org/

https://books.familysearch.org

* http://library.si.edu/digital-library

79

S WorldCat

Find items in libraries near you

https://www.worldcat.org/

80

S worldCat

https://www.worldcat.org/

81
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Think outside the box!

Wrentham State School Photos

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Researching Impoverished Ancestors 2023

COURSE SCHEDULE

June 14

lass 1: A Community Responsibillty: Taking Care of the Poor
Ann Lowither:

AmericanAncestors.org/researching-impoverished-ancestors-2023

6/27/2023

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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