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Course Overview

Session Organization

+ A Community Responsibility: Taking Care of the Poor

« Cries for Reform: Quincy and Yates Reports

« Growth of Organized Settings: Systems of Care from 1850 forward
Groups highlighted

«Poor (widows, elderly and infirm, jobless)

 Mentally ill

«Orphans

* NOT COVERED - prisoners

Sample records covered

* Town records

o Overseers of the Poor

« Church records

* Probate

« Almshouses/poorhouses -
« Orphanages

* Court records

Session Roadmap

Types of Relief

Elizabethan poor

Records
laws Outdoor relief
Colonial laws and | |ndentures Town and county
attitudes .
Pauper auctions Church
Jurisdictions for K K
relief Apprenticeships Probate and other
T court records
Institutions
Institutions
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Legal Context for Colonial

Poor Relief

* Colonial America adopted language
of Elizabethan Poor Laws

* “Worthy” poor
— Orphans
— Widows
— Frail elderly
— Disabled

* “Unworthy” poor

- Vagrants Library of Congress Elizabeth I,
Queen of England, 1533-1603
— Drunk https://lcen.loc.gov/2005688185

6/12/2023

7
.
English Poor Act of 1601
* Three categories
— Idle poor
— Able-bodied or deserving poor
— Helpless due to age or illness
* Each parish:
— Elect two Overseers of poor relief
— Set and collect poor relief tax from property owners
— Distribute either outdoor or indoor relief
— Parents responsible for children and grandchildren and
vis versa
— Orphaned children to be apprenticed
8
o
English Settlement Act 1662
¢ Purpose:
— Establish the parish to which a person belonged
— Clarify which parish was responsible for person needing Poor Relief
 Settlement proved by:
— Born into a parish where the parents had a settlement
— Hired continually by a settled resident for more than a year and a day
— Reside in parish for 40 days without complaint being made to church
officials
— Rent property worth more than £10 p.a.
— Married into the parish
— Received poor relief in parish in past
— Served a full seven-year apprenticeship to a settled resident
9
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Colonial Poor Laws -
Reluctant Public Charity

* Mirrored existing British law

* Strong Puritan influence, even in the southern
colonies

— Religious responsibility to help poor

— But not the “idle poor”
— And not individuals from outside the community

10

Representative Attitudes

* Idle poor characterized as vagabonds, beggars,
drunkards

* 1645 - Virginia - Binding out of children of
unemployed to prevent “sloath and idlenesse
wherewith such young children are easily
corrupted”

* 1727- Connecticut — “diverse idle and disorderly
person” choose to “stroll from one country to
another, neglecting labor”

Raymond A. Mohl, “Three Centuries of American Public Welfare: 1600-1932" Current History, Vol. 65, No. 383
(JULY, 1973), pp. 6-10,38-39

11

Who Were the Poor?

¢ Children, orphaned or in pauper families

e Sick

* Aged
* Blind or had a crippling injury

* Also seasonally employed, day laborers, immigrants,
widows, runaway enslaved, abandoned families,
social misfits, refugees, mentally ill

12
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General Principles
Adopted by Colonies

* Family first - Three generations of family required
to care for person

* Needy person must be a resident and eligible for
relief

— Three-month residency
* Persons capable of work must do so

* Pauper and orphaned children could be apprenticed

6/12/2023

13

Responsible
Jurisdictions

Jurisdictions for Relief

* Public
— Towns
— Counties
— State supported Anglican Parishes

¢ Private

— Charitable organizations

15
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* Towns
— Appointed Overseers of the Poor
— Levied taxes to raise funds
— Identified those in need and supplied relief

* Found in New England colonies

» Middle colony cities (e.g., Philadelphia)

6/12/2023

16

Who Were the Overseers
of the Poor?
* Appointed by town or city or county

* Responsibilities of Overseers

— Assessing needs
— Providing services
— Warning out

— Determining eligibility for services (e.g., residency)

* In the latter part of the 18 century would establish
a network of merchants to supply food and clothing

17

Three months
established

warned out

residency if not

Family first
line of
support

1692 Massachusetts Law

AN

First priority,
prevent
vagrancy

Poor children
could be
bound out -
apprenticed

18

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 1: Researching Impoverished Ancestors

40 Pounds to
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Support of Poor
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19

Districts and Counties

* Delaware required Overseers for

each “hundreds” (districts) in
the county

New York delegated authority to
counties and manors

* Pennsylvania gave authority to

justices of the peace and the
county courts

s Map Collection
Delaware Map of Hundreds 1700-1800

20

Vi
And be it further enafied by the auth
oforfaid, Thit ic hall and may be lawul &

overfeer or overfeers of 1l1e poor fo no-
inated and appointed

or affeffment after the rate of one penny per
pound, clear value of the real and perfonal
cltates of all and cvery the freeholders and

ho

inhabitants within their refpective townthips,
to be employed for the relicf of poor, indi-
gent and impotent perfons inhabiting within
the faid townthips, in fuch a manncr as by this
a is dircéted and appointed; and four fhil-

lings per head on all freemen not otherwife
rated.

nd be it further enafled by the authority
afarefaid, That the faid overfeers, before they
ed to the colls f the faid rate, fhall

r be allowed by three or
more jullices of the peace of the county
Wherein the Tud tax is made. _And if any
perfon or perfons fo rated or affeflcd, fhall
refufe to pay the fum or fums on them charg.

¢ the fame to

ed, thac it thall and may be lawfl 1o and for
id overfeer or ovcrlccrs, having firft ob.
tained a warrant under the hands and feals of
two juftices of the peace of the county where

PA Act for the Relief of Poor 1705 A compilation of the poor laws of the State of
Pennsylvania, InternetArchive, p. 4

21
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Anglican Parishes

* Virginia, Carolinas, and Georgia

* Responsibility of Anglican Parishes to appoint
Overseers of the Poor

* Supported by parish taxes

6/12/2023

22

11. And be it further enacted by the authority aforessid, That the
:’::"':l':.:;""' overscers of the poor so nominated and appointed as aforesaid, together
war with the churchwardens of the parish, shall have the oversight, ordering
aveth rlet and re ng of the poor of the , and shall have power to dema

= ;:'.,,:";:;,‘, and re p all such gifts and le and all such fines and forfertures,
and any other money or things whatsoever, as are given to the use of the
poor, and in caso of refusal to deliver or pay the same, 1o commence and

prosecute any lawful suit or action for the recovery thereof.

SC Statutes at Large 1712 p. 594

23

Private Charities

* Religious
— Episcopal Charitable Society of Boston (1724)
— South Carolina Society (founded 1737 by
Huguenots)
* Ethnic
— The Scots Charitable Society (Boston, 1657)
— Charitable Irish Society of Boston (1737)

* Other
— Fellowship Society of Charleston (founded 1762)

24
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About Member Section

Founded in 1762, by Edward Weyman and friends were largely responsible for the founding of the
Fellowship Society. Upon the creation of this Society they also became the first officers of this
benevolent organization, composed of mechanics and dedicated to charitable works and the building ofa
hospital for distressed and indigent persons. During the 1770's the Society admitted members of the

other two classes, the planters and the mechanics. It maintained for many years both male and female
schools and elected teachers annually until 1858, after which date an arrangement was entered into with
the public school system. Edward served as the first President of the Society. Sometime in 1762 Edward
was appointed Commissioner for Indian Affairs. The core of artisans responsible for founding the
fellowship Society was also actively involved in the Charles Town Fire Company and was regarded as the
more vocal of the group defending American rights.

Fellowship Society of Charleston

QUESTIONS?

Session Roadmap

Types of Relief

|

Elizabethan poor

laws Outdoor relief
Colonial laws and | jndentures Town and county
attitudes )

o Pauper auctions Church
Jurisdictions for ) ) probat doth
relief Apprenticeships robate and other

T court records
Institutions

Institutions

27
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Outdoor Relief

* Non-institutional relief, in a home setting
* Funded by town or city taxes

¢ Methods:

— Direct assistance to person - food, fuel, medicine in their
own home

— Boarding in someone else’s home - host reimbursed by
town

— Pauper Auctions - town auctioned poor to lowest bidder
— Indentures / Apprenticeships for children

6/12/2023
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Town Treasurer, Danville, 1823 FHL Film 8649198, image 44

29

Town of

Stoughton 1758
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Transfer Between Towns

Jean Benoit, his wife, and sons were sent to Brookline

Jean Benoit of Brookline became ill while visiting in
Boston in September 1760 and became a public
charge

the Town Clerk enter in the Minnte Book the fol-

i of Brookline t0 tho Town of Boston D
supply’d John Benoway o Fronch N

ic) said Brookline, while sick at
Tsaac Swith Esq. one of the Overseers of

Boston Overseers later &

billed the Town of ey e 4
. Deonr 859 5
Brookline for firewood e i

and other necessities e
P N0 W
supplied to Jean Benoit Nk :
Fraree
oty el Dextar Ra. st of the
Overseers, Viz'.
e e e e e e e neeeee ,
£4-11. 40

6/12/2023
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Binding Out / Indenture of
Pauper Children

Claude Bourgeois and his
daughters received aid as
indigents in Amesbury

Amesbury Selectman found
employment and subsistence
for the daughters with other
families, i.e., indentured them

When Claude brought his
daughters back to his house, the Selectmen reduced the
amount of aid to the family

Claude petitioned to have the aid restored

32

Mitchell Family of Marshfield

* Joseph Mitchell petitioned General * “The committee are further humbly of

Court because Selectmen of opinion that it would be acting very
Marshfield had forcibly removed two  different from the intention of the
of his sons and indentured them. legislature if any selectman in the province

should cause any of the children of the
French from Nova Scotia to be disposed of
for any sum of money or other
consideration except for the immediate
use & benefit of such child or children and
that where any child or children are able &
willing to support themselves or where
their parents or friends will undertake for
their suppoertsu tid-or-children ought
0 be separated from their paremits-Qr
riends and that the selectmen should as
far as may be consult the inclination of the
parents & children on the service for
which any children may be disposed of -
. Hutchinson 20 April 1756.

33
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Institutional Relief

¢ Almshouse or Poorhouse

* Primarily in cities
— Boston 1685
— Philadelphia 1732
— Charleston 1736
— New York 1736
— Baltimore 1773

6/12/2023

34

‘The following is an exad Numb
in the Alms-Houfe of this City,
1771, to the fult Day of March

On the 10t of March 1971,
Entered fiace, —_

1173,

—

Difcharged, or dead, -

Now remaining in the Houfe, % —

New-York Journal (published as The New-York Journal; or, the General Advertiser.) (New York. New York)

et of the Perfons funported
from the firlt Day of March

——

e . 4%
New York Almshouse 1772
35
o
Session Roadmap
Elizabethan poor
laws Outdoor relief
Colonial laws and Indentures Town and county
attitudes .
Pauper auctions Church
Jurisdictions for K K
relief Apprenticeships Probate and other
T court records
Institutions

Institutions

36
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Types of Records

* Overseers of the Poor
e Town

e Church

e County

* Court

¢ Private

6/12/2023

37

Overseers Records

Finding Overseer Records

» Town Records
— Town Treasurer
— Indentures
— Bonds
— Warning Out
— Warrants for removal

* County Records
— Indentures

* Published Sources

39
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Contents  Volume 69; The Eighteenth-Century Records of the Baston Overseers of the Poor «

Twe Documents

1. Tos Ausseonsc Consus ano Iwsnrosr, 1756.

2. Aussonss Aouessions, Novewats 9, 1758-Drcuuees 31, 1774,
3, Auswoust Aovessions, Jswam 1, 1775-Scorovecs 30, 1763,
. Aunssnonsss Aowessions, Ocroecs 1, 1788-Aucusr 30, 1795,

5, Aussscusse Aoussions, Seerevsee 8, 1795-Decruoes 31, 1800,
6. Musceiuanaus Auvsnouss Bartes ase Diates. 17561771

Bouo OuT, 1756-1790.

8 To Ovenseess” Fancrs, 1738-1769.

9. Masceuuanacs Finarveus Docusents, 1795-1800.

6/12/2023

1769-1792.

Publications of the Colonial Society of

Massachusetts
Boston Overseers Records 18t ¢ Volume LXIX

40
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Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston Overseers
. of the Poor Records, 1733-1925, II. Almshouse
Boston Children Bound records, 1735-1911, Reel 8, Box 9, Folder 1
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Boston Overseers of Poor 1754

Massachusetts Historical Society, Boston Overseers

of the Poor Records, 1733-1925Reel 1, Box 1, Folder
2, Record of money granted at monthly meetings, 4
April 1738-1 March 1769

42
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Town Records

Types of Town Records

* Types of Records
— Treasurer’s Records
— Town meeting minutes
— Selectmen’s records

— Town clerk records

* What you are looking for
— Reimbursement for services
— Binding out to another person

— Indication of pauper auctions
— Apprenticeships

44

Treasurer’s Records

* Reimbursements to townspeople for services

* May be in a separate volume or interleaved with
other town records

* Best source for finding the poor and women

45

15
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Case Study - Overseers of

Danville Maine
» Who were the parents of Luther Starbird?

* First appears in Greene, Androscoggin County, Maine
in 1850 census with wife Susannah and son Elmer

* 1870 Census, Luther reports his place of birth as
Danville N

E VN e ey

1845 Map of Maine by Sidney E. Morse and Samuel Breese. New York: Published by
Harper & Brothers, 1845) viewed at David Rumsey Map Collection

46
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Town Treasurer, Danville Maine 1826
FHL Film 8649198, image 54
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Town ‘ Care of a Town Member Being Rotated Among Homes ‘
Meeting .
record,

6/12/2023

July 1774
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Town
Meeting
record,

Sep 1774

% % £ el
- s {
Duxbury Town Records, 1774 Records of Duxbury, 1642-1826 FHL Film 7009262, image 98
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‘ Probable Binding Out rather than Auction ‘
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West Greenwich, RI, 1797

50

Pauper Auctions

* System where towns paid community member for
a set period of time to care for indigent, usually a
year to three years

Not all indigent were auctioned

— North Bridgewater only auctioned those persons
who could not find a place with a friend

* Virtually all colonies and later, states, used this
system

51
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Indications of Auctions

| 1L
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West Greenwich, RI
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Town of Framingham 1774

53

Child Apprenticeships

* The Boston Overseers of the Poor records show
that between 1756 and 1806 over 1100 children
were apprenticed .

* Boys had opportunities to learn a number of
trades, although over 40% were bound out to
learn husbandry (farming).

* Girls were overwhelmingly indentured for only
one occupation — domestic servitude .

* Records may be in town records, court records

54

18
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Abstract “procesdings Crphana’
Court, Baltimore County 1
1787=" WB 1 Maryland

ch; Parent, Enoch Bailey: Guardian,

6/12/2023

ng & Andrew Hote: Medsesday aftir Ind.

Banks, Henry, 1 ye ound to, Jacab Mpers, (no trade);

Wednesday atftar 4tn T october 1781, nq-
Bankson Parent, Joseph Bankson, £ Balto. Co
B . Dalten; Becuritios, Johm Sieymsker £ Trase Betost:

same as avove.

Abry (2 sntries) 9 ye
3., Gensral tion; 14 October age 28,
16 jears 13 october next; Bound to George K. Griffith, shoemaker
& faraing busin 13 April 1785, 185,

; Bousd to Dutton Lane (2)

Bannister, Thomas Ca

Bound to John &
185,

Bert cassy, britche

Barret, k o George v

A 0 sne 1702, Fage Th.

fasean. charlas, 14 years Getober next; Bousd to Milliem Bane,
house carpentar & joiner; 1l August 1764.

bess, housework &

16 January next: S %o dein Hillen,
page 285,

Bound to Willias Baker; house-

13
Baus, Barbery, 12
vork; 16 October 1
Baxsor v, 6 yoars: Bound to Isaac Tumer, housevork, 1L
ki L Y

xins & Michasl

Sorehena, tas

Besrd, Joseph; Parent, John Beard, dec 4 Wi Aleqiith, ehen,
Sf estate; Guardian, James Walker: 10 February 1778.

Howard, Louise Ogier, Trice, Mildred McKenney

Guardianships and indentures involving orphans as
abstracted from proceedings of the Orphans’ Court of
Baltimore County, Vol. 1

Maryland. Orphan's Court (Baltimore County)

Apprenticeship example - Baltimore Orphans’Court

55

RECORD OF SERVANTS AND APPRENTICES BOUND
AND ASSIGNED BEFORE HON. JOHN GIBSON,
MAYOR OF PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER bru, 1772-
MAY 21,1773,

Philip Sewell aged seven years 20* November last, appren-
tice to Francis Springer of Phil* cordwainer, by the Man-
agers of the House of Employment.

Maria Elizabeth Pfeifer last from Rotterdam servant to
Jacob Hiltzheimer of Phil*

Christian Eliz* Pfeifer last from Rotterdam servant to
Charles Lyan of Philad'

January 18,
Salome A r child eleven ren-
tice by Joel Zane and Joseph Thatcher Overseers of the

Poor for the Northern Liberties to Juhn Moyer, Tanner,

Pennsylvania Magazine of History and
Philadelphia Indenture 1772-1777 Biography, vol.33, issue 4, 1909

56

INDENTURE OF APPRENTICESHIP, 1747,
[Communicated by Miss Hammmmr B. Henswaw, Leicester, Mass.]

'HIS Ind made the f h day of 8 ber Anno domi 1747
nd between Luke meln, Ben]‘ Tuckor, Natha® Goodspeed &
John Whittemor all of Leicester in the Covnty of Worcester selectmen of
5! Leicester on the one part, Matthew Scott of Leicester aforsaid yeoman
on the other part Wittnesseth that the nbove % selectmen by virtue of the

Law of this province them lmpowann with the assent of two of his
Majesties Justices of the Peace for s* Covnty hereto annexed do put and
bind out to the s* Matthew Scott & to his lmu Execvtors & Admin™ as an
Apprentice Moses Love a Minor aged two years and Eeight Months with
him & them 1o Live & dwell with as an apprentice dureing the term of

Eighteen years & fovr months (viz) untill he shall arrive to the age of twen-
tyone yeua—l\n being a poor Child b his parants not being well able to
support it. Dureing all which the s* apprentice his s* Master his heirs
Execvtors & Admin™ shall faithfully serve at such Lawfull imployment &

Laborr as he shall from time to time Dureing s* term bo Capable of doing
and performing & not absent himself from his or their service without
VOL. XXXIV.

NEHGR - Vol 34 p 311

Leicester, MA Indenture of 2-year old
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GLOUCESTER (MASS) APPRENTICESHP PAPERS
Bysomc Aoy

wto
sy o sar

THIS mmwsssﬂy that Daniel Witham, Esq., Deacon Sam Griffin, Capt.
Peter Coffin, Mr. Whittemore and John Low, Gentlemen, Overseers of the Poor of

do place and bind out Ezekie! Jumper, son of Ecward Jumper Jr,, Dec’d, unto
Nathaniel Lee of Manchester, Mariner and Elizabeth, his wife as an Apprentice ... and
with them after the Manner of an Apprentice o Dwall and Serve from the Day of the Date
of these Presents, until he Shall Arrive to be full Twenty one Years of Age which will ba on
the Hundred

August nd Eighty

Tty Day o Aogustons Trcusand Seven urded anc EgeySoven.

o sad Aoprnie
Ty shall S, i Sarsts o hat g cos, ot Comarcimart el

d Misess, nr e i 0 50 o by ors, wihou lfing o ghig sessonasl
1

% " Cas, D, i
do... during al the Time or Term aforesaid. And the said Mastor doth hersty Covenant
and Agree to Teach and instruct him to Read and Write and to Cyphor as far as the Rule
of three, also the Mariner's Art.

indl 3 , allow unto, and pr Apprentice,
sificient and wholesome Meat and Drink, with Washing, Lodging, and Physick and other
Necessaries, meet and convenient for such an Apprentice, during ail the Time or Term
orsald; i e

with Two

Ronoa Domi, One
Sy Sovn: Signe Sowed and Davared 1 Prosance of Jacod Parsons, Devl
Flanmer Nl Lo, EveasomnLoo.

Gloucester Apprenticeship Papers

58

Guide to New York City Indentures Collection
718-1727, 1792-1915

New York City Indentures

59

Town Cost Avoidance
— Warning Out
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Warnings Out

Practice in New England until early 19% century

* Non-residents of town examined upon arrival to
determine if likely to become a public charges

Inhabitants of a town had the right to be supported by
the town if the inhabitant became unable to support
themselves

* Some towns made it a practice to warn out all
newcomers

0 Warninfs did not always mean that the person was
escorted to the edge of town

6/12/2023
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Warnings Out

-

A = 2

: o e Jruind of [l

O Gl Drain Cofilil be of T 2050 G G
2 ) loe Qrethi
futh Cortiy Altes o, fz.;%—ﬁf.—__

S fornuthw

7 Cority o WP

62

e
1 AP prrs Aoy ey Rl
o horrs 4R 4
L7l K il
VAN K- A et

o K es e
P

Pnared gy f 506y

March a 6%yy 53
9’/../.&-‘7..,.714.7 wridhiipe, A7
. Wilher e Zprsir  Agohans. A1, 5r:

Nasn (“anas

i i

Warning Out - Pownalboro, ME
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QUESTIONS?

Church Records

Vestry Minutes

* Mostly southern colonies where the Anglican
church was the official church

» Will find binding out, child apprenticeship

Ordered That the Churchwarden bind *[ ] Moxom
daughter of Tho* and Eliz2 Moxom to John Murrey and his
wife only 'till she attaine the Age of eighteen years.

Ordered That Joseph Jacobus of the Age of fifteen yeares

May last be bound by the Churchwarden to Matthew Hunt "till
shall attaine the Age of one and twenty yeares,

Vestry Book, Christ Church Parish,
Virginia

66
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378 VESTRY D0OK OF CHRIST CHIURCH PARISH

“Christ Church Parish")—a3,  Petitions (to Grand Assembly).— Poor [The]; Binding out—4, 115,
. 8. 302

5
AT e incicn, Pt {The; Bioding st 11

136
" Medical attention to, and general

tions, and saiary of, et€)—s,  Medica atintion to, and

O e S ] support of—4, 10, 12, 17, 26,
5o 4

- 28, 32, 34, 38, 40, 45, 80, 8,
e e e 8 2010 92, 113, 165 .

Note by copyist—24 ot gy - Proceeds from fines distributed
one e of s e 9 37 e Et5h, 188, 235, 247, 24,
o S 253, 255, 263, 263, 265, 272,

‘Attorney General—

274, 276, 279, 384, 289, 291,

296, 308, 318, 322, 327, 329

hooling of —273, 275, 284
Work House for,—336

189, 338, 245
Governor and Council—8, 10, 11

Christ Church Middlesex, Virginia

67

County and
Court Records

County and Court Records

* Know your ancestor’s location

* FamilySearch.org Research Wiki lists available
record sets

69
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FamilySearch Research Wiki
=)
https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page

70

71

72
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awiesed Haek 1 sinet

State of Novth Oaroting,
B oo

o

e Nundred wad
zlh——-_ rlourt

-rm-.nuv.-- /)
Witnesseth, That the.
suvar,

e, dria ot ek

Indentures, Buncombe County NC

73
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i i Worcester County, MA: Probate File Papers,
Worcester County Guardianship 1731-1881, Case 57562
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Historical Society
of Pennsylvania

Almshouse records

SummaRy INFORMATION

Repository
Historical Sodiaty of Pennsylvania

Creator
Almshouse 8nd House of Employment (Philadelphia, Ps.)

Title
Almshouse records

™
Am.3215

Earrly Philadelphia Almshouse Records
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CONTENTS

« BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Admission records, ca. 1783-1835

o,

Manuseript/Manuseript an Film

Notes

Microfilm of original records at the Philadalphia City Archives

name of the bir

Phitagalphia City Archives: 35.110; 35.111

FamilySea Admission Records

harge, escapes

@ erINT [B) Catalog Print List (0)

nmate is discharged or diss, etc

Add to print List

78
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Admiued Elizabeth Campbell who hath legal residence, and is very
sick with a pain and dissiness in her head. Her husband Charles Camp-
bell and who is a labourer was in the Country, and no person 1o take care
of her, she was sent here to be provided for by Order Isaac Tatem
Hopper. Debit City.

August 16: Admined [sabella Johnson. This Child was bound by the

6/12/2023

Managers the 2nd June last (o John C. Schneeds of this City and the
Mother of said Child, ing to who it was bound, went and took her
away by force. She is now in Jail and the child was brought from there 1o
this House by a Ce m Hopper.
Debit City. [On November 17, Isabella was bound for fourteen years and
one month to a farmer in Delaware.]

August 23: Admitted Mary Duffey a Girl about eleven vears of age, of

stable with an Order signed Isaac

Legal residence. She was under Indenture o One Elizabeth Cathers of
this City who lives in Carters Alley and keeps a boardinghouse, and has
beat, and otherwise abused said Child Mary that complaint thereof was

made 1o the Mavor who obliged the Mistress to give up the Indenture, and

sent her here. Debit City. [Mary was bound again at the end of August.]

Philadelphia Almshouse 1800 Billy Smith, Life in early Philadelphia : documents

from the Revolutionary and early national periods,
p.38

79

Il. AImshouse records, 1735-1911 moaraLcowrent v
This series consists of almshouse records, including admission and discharge registers, lsts of inmates, deaths,

indentures, accounts, and memoranda

 Record book containing admissions and discharges; and list of children bound  Reel® Box3  Folder? i
out, 1756-1790

1 bound volume containing o sets of racords with Indexss 1o each part. Imagas. ppear as ons saquence and
secton.

Records of admissions and discharges, 9 November 1758-27 April 1774 (images 149; see also images 81-93 for index to the
records of admissions and discharges)

List of children born, 17 August 1756- 1 May 1768 (images 53-55)

List of children bound out of the almshouse, 21 April 1756-20 January 170, of what town, names of to whom bound, and
when free. (images 63-78; see also images 57-62 for index to the list of children bound out)

‘Contains age, by whom sent in, and date of death if appropriate.

i Records of Admissions to Almshouse, 14 February 1763-10 May 1771 Reeld Box9 Foder2

1 smalldishound volume.
‘Some entries out of chronological order.
Contains name, date of admission, age, by whom sent in, and date of discharge or death. Also contains,

manuscript notes of d supplies for end of inmates’
possesions).

# Register of Admissions to the Almshouse, 12 December 1768-30 September Reels Box9 Faderd
1788

Massachusetts Historical Society Finding
Aid, Boston Almshouse

Boston Almshouse — MHS Records

80

Summary

* Colonial ancestors who lived on the margins of society were
probably poor, ill, suffering from misfortune, old, or all the
above

* Colonial systems for poor relief grew out of the Elizabethan
Poor Laws

* Colonial poor relief was administered by the Overseers of
the Poor, churches, or private societies and usually took the
form of Outdoor Relief or Binding Out or Pauper Auctions

* At the turn of the 19 century Almshouses and Poorhouses
or farms became the predominant mode of providing relief.
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

T Amercan Ancestors. " History, Herttage & Culture Sommre () Aboais () Cowear

Search Events Membership Give Publcations Expert Help Tools Signature Projects. Centers & Iniiatives

Researching Impoverished Ancestors 2023

in North Americot

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

click 2 join the —_—

COURSE SCHEDULE

June 1: A Community Responsisility: Taking Care of the Poor
Prese n Lwthers

oure

e for Reform: Quincy and Yates Reparts

mericanAncestors.org/researching-impoverished-ancestors-2023
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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