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Why use court records?

* Puts your ancestor at a certain place and a certain
time

* Provides information about family connections
and relations not found in other records (ex. may

explain paternity or even disappearance of
ancestor)

* Overlooked source in early published genealogies

* Adds to the life story of your ancestor
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Guides for further study
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Types of Court Files

to Research

Various Types of Court Cases
o Name Changes

o Adoptions

o Separate Support

« Divorce Records

o Naturalization Records

o Court Appearances for Family & Criminal Issues

« Court Appearances for Financial Issues

=

Check catalogs for

Transcribed and Published
Court Records
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Original vs. Typed

7

Name Changes

LIST OF PERSONS

WHOSE

NAMES HAVE BEEN CHANGED

MASSACHUSETTS.

1780—1885.

Massachusetts 1780-1883

9
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el
Not all Name Changes

are Adoptions

. CHANGE OF NAMES. (7.

A% ACT 10 change the name of Mosca Porter Phelpa, o the Name of
‘Charies Porier Phelpa.
et o e
“That from aae aties 1
Tt conny o Bofil in of Caic Pip of ||.4uy m
oy o Hasmpihite bebad e ety b ashorised ad o 1
o Charlea Porier

o 15, 17
A At cange the Nam of Fyiraim Fare, 1o the Nome of Jokn
fih

B it enacted, ., as foloes
Tt rom ed afef the pasiog of i s, Epbrai Farar of W
er 3t ety ol Worcrne e of
i the cou conter
..:

Tore: Cawa aad calid bn. 43 preeepts aad reconds
e e 5, 1796

Ax Ack liring e san of Toomes Amvey, 1o the Name of Thooas
pr=
B it enacted, stc., ”

"Tat from and afia? the Feming of e s, Toomas Amosy of Hosce,
ip B eyl Sutolly bt v of the i Thowss Abery,

Ax Act o ster tbe Name of Sumoel liewes.
Pt emactnd, ety s follmen

Toat from the paming o ie e, Samnc Hleme,of Bomicn i the
county of Suflok. o ame

pasithif et op i rghetums gl Jh il
S i v ot b b e e Koows Uy i e st 41
tmes bereatier. [ November 4, 1753.

Names Changed Massachusetts 1780-1883

11

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

1838,

- erﬁg « | Stukely ‘escott,

- G ine Tinkln.m Griunell . Clmllrle Grlnnell Smith,

- Michael Gibbs, jun , . . | Melville Shields Gibbs, .

- George Thomas Gillett, . . | George Thomas Phinney,

- Mary McOregor, « | Gertrude Eleanor Baker,

- | Newell Campbell nngu- +| Newell Rogers Clmplmli .

- Hinman Stevens, . .| Hiram Stevens, N

- Minnie Stall, . . . .|Nellie Florine Barton, . .

- Celia Marin Sawyer, . . .| Celia Maria Hamilton, . .

- Harriet Ann Webber, . .| Hattie Tarbox, .

- Cbarles Forbush Warren, . .| Jonatban Charles Wmn . |

ESSEX COUNTY.
|
Feb. 2, | Mary Noonan,' « | Ella Dole, - . . | Rowley.
2, | Albert Knight, .. « | EN Vickery !!lrﬂm. . « | Marblehead.

Mar. 6, | Amos Abbott,2d, . . .| Amos Chandler Abbott, ‘Andover.

- * Changed by reason of adopion.

List of persons whose names have been

changed in Massachusetts (1858)

12
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Maine Name Change Records

1820-1891

13

Maine Name Change Records
18201891

susha Viie ot Wlie Parker

14

Maine Name Change Records
1820-1891

Name Change Record for John R. Lisherness

Source: Marquss g, 16201895 (1901), 37

Frances Littleda,

MaineGenealogy.net

15
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Adoption Records

Adoptions Before 1851

+ Akin to the fostering system. Parents retained the legal rights
over their children if a guardianship was established.

* Children could be "bound out" as indentured servants
until adulthood

* Relatives often adopted extended family members
= Single mother stigma

= Widowed parents

= Financial difficulties

17

Adoption of Children Act (1851)

* First modern adoption law - passed in Massachusetts and
copied in other states

* Passed to ensure adoptions were "fit and proper”

* The legal rights of the biological parents is terminated

* Adopted children were given right to inherit from their
adoptive parents

* Children aged 14 and over cannot be adopted without
their consent

18
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Orphan Trains

+ Between 1854 and 1929, ‘BEp &

the New York Children's WANTED
Aid Society transported -
250,000 cfl}illdren If?rom ﬂoﬂf LChlJCh'ﬂ
New York, Boston and
other Eastern cities out by
train to the Midwest and
western states

; Tﬁﬂ‘f, MO, ON FRIDAY, FEB. 25th, 1916

* Families showed up to
train stations to "look
over" the children

19

Searching the
FamilySearch
Catalog for
Adoption Case
Dockets

\ Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

s Fomily Tree Genealogies | Catalog Books Wik

FamilySearch Catalog
Search the catalog of genealogical materials (Including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made avallable by FamilySearch online and in libraries and
centers worldwide.

eam more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:
Place | Sumames | Titles | Author | Subfects | Keywords

United States, Massachusatts, Suffolk

Search for:

Call Number | Film/Fiche Number

Availability

FamilySearch.org

21
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United States, Massachusetts, Suffolk - Probate records - Indexes ( 8 )

Index of probate records County of Suffolk, Mass. Add

Author:  George, Elifah
Index to the probate records of the county of Suffolk, Massachusetts Add

from the year Add

Author:  Sullivan, Arthur W.; Massachusetts. Probate Court (Suffolk
County); Massachusetts. Court of Insalvency (Suffolk County)

Index to the probate records of the county of Suffolk, Massachusetts, from the year 1636 Add
to and including the year 1893

Author:  George, Elifah

Index to the
to and including the year 1509

2 records of the co

bat: olk, Massachusetts, from the year 1894 Add

Author:  Dolan, Arthur W.

Miscellaneous docket index, Suffolk County, Mass., probate records 1639-1866 Add
Author:  Sanbern, Melinde Lutz, 1956~

Probate indices, Suffalk Co.,

Mass, 1636

Suffolk County, Massachusetts, probate and deed indexes, ca. 1640-1

United States, Massachusetts, Suffolk - Vital records ( 5

FamilySearch.org

22

R e S — @ B 0 H e rcons|

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

e probate records of the county of Suffolk, Massach
r 1910 to and including the year 1922

Notes

23

Subjects
Locality
Unieed

Famiy W

ubrary .

Note Location Collection/Shell OGS Format

o 4u—

Vol 15 A=K Vol 2: L~ Z Family History Library United States & Canada Fim |

FamilySearch.org

24
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TEAR. NANE | oase .
mu'

1921 Joseph W. . 198669

1922 Ruby B 204601

{1922 | Raymand, Jr. . 201578
Armeour |

1918 | Edward C. . . 185024

1918 EvaM. . . .| 185024

1018 | Joseph . . . 185024

1018 | Josephine C. . 185024

1918 | Robert . . .| 185024

918 | Wiliam C. . .| 185024

1918 William J. . . administration . | 185023

1922 | Ctrust ... 204118
Armstead, sec also Armistesd

1922 | Raymond . .| administration . | 201578
| Armstrong |

194 Alexander B. ‘.dmiuhm 165480
| (Am

1019 | anAM }‘-m c | 188700

| ME) |

MM Arthur . . . | guardianship . | 204796

1916 Arthur W. . . | ndministration . | 173358

‘ 1911 BeatriceE. . . | adoption, ete. . | 151610
1906 | Bridget . . . will . . . .| 176048

Suffolk County, Massachusetts Probate
22)

Index (191

25

(el
Scanned or transcribed

indexes are searchable by
docket number

- A National Certter for Family
£7 American Ancestors, " Eistor, Herfiage & Cuftr
Search WSUEHEN Membership Give Publications  Expe

L]
Worcester County, MA: Index to Probate Records, 1731-1881

s

First Name Last Name

First/Migale/[Maigen] name a5t Name

Years Record Type

—

Location

3. Boston, Ma:

Case Number Place of Last Residence

AmericanAncestors.o

27
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{}AmericanAncestors‘ A National Certi

History, H Bookstare n

& Culture

Search n Membership  Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Tools  Signature Projects

Search Results

SEARCH FILTERS v Relationship

sonT v

Comment or ‘ i

Question

Adah H, FISHER B

AmericanAncestors.org

28

: A National Center for Family
€3 American Ancestors. e, oo & e
Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Toof
<Back to Result Worcester County, MA: Index to Probate Records,
1731-1881
< Page 17636 of 142533 ¥ Comme
print c
Adoption 1865
Neo Image — Index only database
Location Worcester, Massachusetts,

United States @

Original Text

Case Number 51617 -

Place of Last Residence Boston
Page 17636

AmericanAncestors.o

29

£7 American Ancestors. A o, eage & cuure

Search Events Membership Give Publications  Exper

Search Database

B Worcester County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1731-1881

Exact Search O Soundex

First Name Last Name
First/Middle/[Maiden] names Last Name

Years Location O Exact Location
From To eg. Boston, Massachusetts

Volume Page

Case Number

‘ 51617

AmericanAncestors.org

30
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£7 American Ancestors.

Search  Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHelp Tools  Signature Projects  Cel

Search Results

Resutsperpsge 20 50 100

Name Events Relationship

Comment or
Question

AmericanAncestors.o

31

£7 American Ancestors,

Search Membership  Give Publications  xpert Help  Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & Initiatives.

7 AmericanAncestors. o
Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expert Holp.  Tools  Signature Projects  Canters & inftlatives
Ceackio Worcester County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1731-1881 < >

Volume  Wercester Case 1099

>

AmericanAncestors.org

33
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£7 American Ancestors. i L < - |
Search Events Membership Give Publicstions  ExpertWelp  Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & lnitistives
< Page 626451 19920 >

34

| 2 American Ancestors

Search  Events Membership ~ Give Publcations  ExpartHelp  Tools  SIONAturs Projects  Centers & intisthves

To the Honorable the Judge of the Probate Court in and for the County of Worcester;

Reseecrrviiy e e

V)

Domestic Relation

Cases

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Separate Support

; ~ Nou 88556 ((dad/m/,ﬂy/m/ﬂfw Vo vagh .

R

P

707145[.5‘ Pottston for % ﬂumjl»oéw tv(j v _.
7+3“ nrlc/a%:z‘w H‘.J.*

6/7/2023

37

tv%wm vrw-\aaww— SMMg—”WUW

@Nmoﬁuem ﬂ waf_ ﬁm'
M M/em%
'Lw'wn.L/av
ZM Tl LTl
aww(— LoNt,
Jﬁ; M,LWW,UAW% Wﬂw T
DL u@,«,u. M/Ptvu_ aonde BeliTon Bon "’

| . I
) B 5 S R A

e T

1891 Suffolk Co. Sep. Support

o Hne ook TR

38

Divorce Records

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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el
Divorces did occur in

the Colonial era

£ American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expert Holp  Tools  Signature Projects  Centers & Inflatives
,. Rocord
Koo n Connecticut; Minutes of the Court of Assistants, 1669-1711 « . e

AmericanAncestors.org

41

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpartHels  Tools  Signawss Projects  Conters & inftatives

A court of Assistants held at Hartford October 17, 1674

John Winthrop esq’ Gou', W™ Leet Esq’ dept Gou', M" Samuel
Willys, Majo" John Tallcott, M Henry Woolcot, M" W™ Joanes,
M’ James Bishop, Capt" Thos. Topping

Mary Browne the wife of John Browne late of New Hauen
desired this court to be freed from her conjugall Tye to the Sayd
John Browne because he hath broken his matrimoniall Bond by
unlawfull companying with another woman as with his wife &
totally forsakeing & deserting her./

Upon the complaynt & application of Mary Browne to this
court for a release from her husband John Browne formerly of
New Haven which hath voluntarily desserted & for some yeares
past absented himselfe from the Sayd Mary his Lawfull wife
wholly neglecting all dutys of a Husband towards her both as 1o
cohabitation & supply of mayntenance for her the sayd Mary &
fower smale children left to theire shifts & the charety of freinds &
neighbours for her owne & childrens livelyhood he the Sayd
SR 2 i Piniimuind

R s B

AmericanAncestors.org

42
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e

R it
SUFFOLX PAOBATE cogpy { SUFFOLE PAOSATE cougy

SUFFOLK PROBATE
cauRr

DOMESTIC | DOMESTIC | poussmic
RELATIONS | RELATIONS |eLamioss

1972 - 1983 | 19841992 [1993.1907

Domestic Relations Cases

43

2e1gy, _—
sufolk probate Court Richard lannella, Register Dom. Rel Index, 1972-1983
%‘"‘ | j023 DONAHUE PAMELA DONAHUE WILLIAM 1000577
g%"” 95663 DONAHUE EOBERT g DONAHUE SHARON L 110775
i 157 DONAHUE THERESA M. DONAHUE MICHAEL P. 01728174
b, ’;us DONALD MARIE V. DONALD VINCENT J. 0512077
Qi | 60 DONALDSON DONNA M DONALDSON JEFFREY H 12/02/80
Sy | DONALDSON LOUISE A DONALDSON WILLIAM D. Jr. 08128774
ey, 04700 DONALDSON ROSEMARY E DONALDSON SAKDA AMORNYARD  06/11/79
iy | gz DONATELLI CLAIRE DONATELLI FREDERICK 09/12/83
Gos | ggsr DONATELLI MARY J DONATELLI VINCENT G 05102177
09257 ¢ gez64 DONATI DANNIE S DONATI JOHN T 02125/76
gy 12694 DONATO ANTHONY DONATO DOROTHY 11/26/82
62 | s DONATO JOSEPH A DONATO ROSEMARIE oTnesy
05a8m 3 DONATO SUSAN M DONATO ROBERT J. 02005775
021 o DONIA FRANK A. Jr. DONIA MARY ANN 05/18/82
j il ER JEAN D. DONIGER WILLIAM A 09/21/76
O e 0 DONKO-HANSON  PETER 12027778
oifsi | ez DONKO-HANSON  COMPORY Do BE 12aire
19‘,,1“:,5 o Sorcee DONLAN FRANCIS J 08/02173
“‘W,,m Bt JOPHLEEN M. DONLAN MARTIN E. Il 0200575
o ol ¢ NLAN EDWARD T. 10/02/74
11187 92886 DONLAN MARILYN T. Dot FRs bl
AR R N
BRE 2ot oonon o DONNARUMMA  MARY A. 08/11176
(987 | 97451 DONNARUMMA MARIO A. DONNELLY ELIZABETH 01126176
ol | 96082 DONNELLY ALBERT R. i QaltarT
M‘ 92149 DONNELLY ANNE M. DONNELLY 3 Qure
104602 NISE M. DONNELLY JOHN J. pchiid
ot 5 DONNELLY DE! . DONNELLY ROBERT P. o5/
| 1229 DONNELLY DONNA R MCHAELW.  Oo4RsT2
Divorce Index: Suffolk Co. Mass.

44

Connecticut Divorce Records

* Divorce records are usually kept in the files at the
Superior court where the divorce was granted.

* Connecticut Divorce Index, 1968-1997 is an index
of divorces from the Connecticut D.PH. on
Ancestry.com.

45
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)7 o7 state Library AsouT

PARTMENTS  COULECTIONS  RESEARCH NEWS CONTACT  SEARCHTHIS SITE

Divorce Records for Genealogy Research o
o ]
[ [ —

Raterence Unit

libguides.ctstatelibrary.o

46

Maine Divorce Records

* Maine Divorce records pre-1892 can be located at
the Maine State Archives

o After 1892 Divorce records are found in the
District Court where it was granted

* NEHGS: Index of Maine Divorces, 1892-1983

47

igitalmaine

Home  Abcut FAQS My Account

Search

Enter seareh terms:

[ searen "
ot cotecton~ Divorce Index

For Agency Contributors
FAQs

Featured Links.

Maine State Agencies
Dighal Maine Partners

DigitalMaine.com

48
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Maine Divorce Returns, Volume 01, 1892-1893

|
i Office of Data, Ress
i

’— - Maine Divorce Returns, Volume 02, 1894-1895

Office.of Data, Researc s

This velume contains a record of divorces sent to the Vital Records Office for the years

L ————=——= 1884and 1895,

Maine Divorce Returns, Volume 03, 1896-1897

Office of Data, Research, and Vital

I This volume contains 3 record of divorces sent to the Vil Reconds Offce for the years

1896 and 1897,

DigitalMaine.com

49

CLERK OF COURT'S ELANK. Z

Divorces decreed defore the deflome focticeit Court of Auxclionoazpeic  County for the yeur ending Dec. 31, 189%.

Fate Stgnitle Lonentr= * Shactewcs Gomelt S 1371, Tt Dttt Crualh o bk
5 .’%&:‘.25 luer " Siles O Joer Ay 180, b st DostaitiFe s
Al f.Sewls | ik Bt Rt Tobotf: - Crual  obesoios FiaaLinse

= Tl oz g facmten  Sord & Wleeonede r«;,._;. Mhoran  iAncLsg Follgs: - DosmTion .
biate [ Alidn anto ", A 2 Hnne i 08 T8 Crnil V2 ' O Ciras
Fast, lorie & Letire | Banich Gucete M. 00 Kb 15 ,4.!“1?

. | Al A Aatyhro B b Akt st itity 2
i%,:.m ,Ga‘:mu.' e Lok, .v.“.',’ forst labitrg el
2 Pl T TEY 3

Androscoggin County, Maine Divorces
(1894)

6/7/2023

50

Massachusetts Divorce: 1639-
1692

* Divorce petitions filed in a variety of courts,
including the county courts, the General Court,
and the Court of Assistants

* Records of the General Court and the Court of
Assistants have been published

* Original file records are available in the Suffolk
Files Collection, the Massachusetts Archives
Collection, and in the courts of the various
counties

51

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Massachusetts Divorce: 1692-1775

* Divorces heard by the Governor and Council

* 1755 to 1757: six petitions were heard by the
General Court

* Original records are found in the Massachusetts
Archives Collection, Suffolk Files Collection, and
the county courts

6/7/2023

52

Massachusetts Divorce: 1775-
1785

* Governor’s Council oversaw Divorces

* Records are part of the Massachusetts
Archives Collection and the Governor’s Council
records

* 1785: Divorces granted by the Supreme Judicial
Court of Massachusetts

53

Massachusetts Divorces (cont.)

* 1887: Divorces heard in the county Superior
Courts

* 1922: Divorces heard in Probate and family
Courts

* 1952: All divorces are part of a statewide index at
the Registry of Vital Records

54
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letters.

first and third letters.

New Hampshire Divorce Records

* Registrar of Vital Statistics. Index to Divorces and
Annulments Prior to 1938. The records are
arranged by surname, using the first and third

* Bureau of Vital Records. Divorce Certificates,
1938-47. Records are sorted by surname, using the

6/7/2023

55

Index to divorces and annulments prior to 1938

Film/Digital Notes

Hote Lacation Collection, shelt

New Hampshire Record for Divorce

57

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Rerord for Bivoree

Husband’s name in full .....
William E.Brown

Residence ... BpDANG.

Wife's name in full .

Varguerite I.

Residence .. 3ROV,

Docket Number 2044

Date of Marriage ...Ju1y..80,1919.....
Place of Marriage .PORESMONGR,.. T
Sez of Livelant ... Male.

Was case contested? . Ha..........
Date of Decreo ... AWRY.. %0 2980 . ...
Cause . fbandonment. and. refusal...
s oAby

Number of minor children afected by decreeliane

The State of New Hampshire
Rockingham ..  Superior Court

S

Date ...... 9Ly 5, 1230

19
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Rhode Island Divorce Records

* Early divorces recorded in the Rhode Island
Supreme Court

* Divorce records 1905 to present at Rhode Island
Family Court in Providence

58

Vermont Divorces

* NEHGS: microfilm of Vermont divorces, 1861-
1989

* Divorce Certificates from the last 5 years held
with the State of Vermont Department of Health

59

Searching the
FamilySearch

Catalog for Divorces

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 20
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Farily Tree  Search Memories Indexing  Activities

divorce massachusetts

search for

Famiy Tree

Refine your search

avaitabiiity

Berkshire County, Massa‘:nuseus divorce ﬂc:.ket books 1888-1927

Film/Digital Notes

Hots Locatian Fim  0GS | Format

P

63
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Petition of Divorce

64

Family Cases

Types of Family Cases

* Bastardy Bonds
= Early form of child support

* Paternity cases

* Guardianships

66

22
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E7 American Ancestors.

Search

meantime.
John Rogers of the town of Newlondon applies himselfe to
this Court by appeal from the Judgm' of the Countie Court held at
New London June the 4% 1700: which Judgm' was past upon
Marie R[are?]ford of Newlondon for having a Child bome last
January for which she was Ordercd by
fortie Shillings in money 1o the Cous y
which appeal the Sayd John Rogers did own himselfe to be the
father of the Child. u

AmericanAncestors.org

Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Tools  Signature Projects  Conters 8 intiatives

67

- S -
Robert . . . administratios

ete,
Robert . . . will . Abiel F. . . .| sep. support . | 66335
Robert . . ., will. Abraham. . .| administration| 8349
Samuel P. . . | administration | Alice J. . . .| administration| §9722
Samue! R. . . | administration CelvinS. . .| will. . . .|39758
Samuel K. . . | guardianship Edward P. . . | administration | 76233
Sarah A. . . administration 7 Elizabeth, . . | inventory .
1833 | Sarah A. . . | administration G Giles . . o o fwill, ., .| 4083
1865 |  Spencer . . . administration 40264 Hannoh . . . | guardianship | 13059
1693 | Thomas . . . administration ' j.mivt Hepsibah. . . | administration | 81692
1852 .« . administration | John . . . .| guardianship | 5242
1887 « .| guardianshi Jonathan. . . | guardianship | 7918
1664 > e e | administra ﬂ Jonathan A. . | guardianship | 5243
1774 + + « | administration . 1 Jonathan A. . | guardianship | 7018
1853 . | administration 88§ Jonathan A. . | division . .| 18240
1856 om A, . L Pwill, . L L 400 Maria . . . .| wil .| 86T

William B. . . | administration | 0!
1876 | William E. . . | administration ]
1893 | William F. . . | admistration | 62034

1769 | _Zachariah . .| administration | 14411
—_— i

Mary . . . .| guardianship | 13301
Mary B. . lwill. . ..

Richard . . “ e e
TelzoraF. . . | sep. support . | 66335

Suffolk County, Massachusetts Probate

Index (American Ancestors)
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E!&) € Conpition of this Dbligation 8 fuch, Thae . e
above-bounden el (Llany Nominated and Allowed to be
Guardian unte 7./, 2 ~———— a Minor ‘%'./“{.«'n/f—?
e, o = e Popfecl .
late of iy the County uffﬂﬂ At 2472y _Deceafed,fhall
and do well and truly Perform and Difcharge the Truft and Office of Guardian
unto the faid Minor,” and thac inand by all t?lings according to Law ; And
fhall render a plain and true Accompt of Sfrey faidGuardianfhip upon Qath,
and alland fingular fuch Eftare as fhall cometo £,/ hands and pofieffion by,'
virtue thereof, and of the Profits and Improvements of the fame, fo fac as the
Law will charge /.7 there-with ( when /¢ fhall be thereunto Law-
full r=1ucir:d) and fhall Pay and Deliver what and fo much of the faid Eftate
as fhall found remaining upon /7 ¢/ Accompe, (the fame being firft Ex-
amined and Allowed of by the Judge or Judges,for the time being,of the Probate
of Wills, £ within the County of ./~ Aot aforefaid) untothe faid Minor
when /) fhall arrive ac full Age ; or otherwife as the faid Judge or Judges
by his or their Decree or Sentence purfuant to Law fhall Limit and Appoint
Then this Obligation to be Void, otherwife to remain in full force,

Guardianship of John Fifield - Case

5242 (1726)

69
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Naturalizations

Naturalizations

* Records include Declarations of Intention,
petitions, and Granted and Denied Petitions

* Many are now searchable on FamilySearch, Fold3,
and Ancestry.com

* Most New England Naturalizations prior to 1906
can be located at the National Archives in
Waltham, Massachusetts

71

Various Courts to Petition
Naturalizations before 1906

* Superior Court

* Supreme Judicial Court

* Court of Common Pleas

* District Courts

¢ Police Courts

72

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 24



6/7/2023
Virtual Spring Stay at Home

Searching the
FamilySearch
Catalog for

Naturalization
Petitions

FamiyTres Sesh Memores indexing Actites @ sowm

s, New England Petitions for Natur,

n Index, 1791-1906

FamilySearch.org

74

R500
Family name Given name or names
JAMES
Address
ertificate no: \ar o) and pa
116-94 U
It Whon born {or age)
Mar 17 1847
Date and port of arrival In U, S, Date of naturalization
Oct 16 1878
Names and addresses of witnesses

New England Petition for
Naturalization Index Card

75
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\ySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records Images  Family Tree Genealogies  Catalog Books

FamilySearch Catalog

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (Including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made avallable by FamilySearch online and in libraries and
centers worldwide.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:

Place | Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords

| United States, Massachusetts, sutfolk, Bostor

Search for:

Call Number | Film/Fiche Number
Availability
O any

online

Family History Center

76

United States, Massachusetts, Suffolk, Boston - Naturalization and citizenship ( 9 )

Massachusetts, Suffolk County, Boston Municipal Court, naturalization records, 1806 add
1859
Author:  Massachusatts. Munieipal Court (Suffelk County, Boston);

Massachusetts. Court of Common Pleas (Suffolk County); United

States. Circut Court (Massachusetts District); Massachusetts,

Supreme Judicial Court (Suffolk County); United States. National

Archives and Records Administration. Northaast Region

Massachusetts, Sutfolk County, Boston Municipal Court, naturalization records, 1852 Add
1905

Author:  Massachusetts. Municipal Court (Suffolk County, Boston);
Massachusats. Police Court (Boston); Massachusatts. Justice
Court (Suffolk County); United States. National Archives and
Records Administration, Northeast Region

Massachusetts, Suffolk County, Boston, Municipal Court for Criminal Business, Add
naturalization records, 1885-1905

Author:  Massachusatts. Minicipal Court. Criminal Business Division
(Suffolk); United States, National Archives and Recards
Administration. Northeast Region

1ass:

setts, Suffolk County, Boston, naturalization records Add
Massachusetts, Suffolk Caunty, Beston, Superior Court fer Criminal Business, Add
naturalization records, 1860-1906

Author:  Massachusetts. Superior Court for Criminal Business (Suffolk
County); United States. Circuit Court (Massachusetts District);
United States. National Arct s and Records Administration.
Northesst Reglon

77

FamilyTres Sesrch Mamores Incedng Actvites o ® 4

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Naturalization records (Boston, Massachusetts), 1845-1911 : NARA, RG
21

Notes

attharm, M

samy moered folcers were missing ot

The records are in numerical erder. Riecords are from the District Court and the Circult €

FamilySearch.org

78
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FamilySearch.org

80

b, bt B Beoie e tht b i tached e princilo of i

Constion of the ited Siteof Americ
apines of the .

Epp———

of e dmie

iy o
yonr patiion prayn, tat e sy be st 0 bncome  iten
o e it Untod St of A, soculin 10 e o of the st o
cum e nd provided

Do

Pre-1906 Naturalizations i bl =
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Criminal Issues

£2 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give Publicstions  Expertielp  Tools  SiORture PYGECts  Centers & Initistives.

< Plymouth County, MA: Plymouth Court Records, 1686-1859 « >

Volume

“Desire Pequ
f el

i to Captn. Benjamin Warren of Plymouth® appeared o
ling Several things from her said Master, viz: A Gown

Shift, Petticoat, H: chief c, Some he End of October last, prized at £

Some things at the Same time from Josiah Cotton of Plymouth. . Viz: Two aprons and Three Caps
(prized at £175.6d.)." Deft. confessed and was ordered 1o pay £7.95.4d. to Capt. Warren "being with
the Things that were returned and a few not retumed, the Treeble Damages.” and 35s. to Josiah
Cotton "being with the Things Returned the Treeble Damages.” Pequin was also ordered 0 pay
205 fine or be publicly whipped ten stripes, 10 pay fees and charges, and to stand commitied
“Charges and fees Taxed at £3.65" Pequin being unable to pay, “And her said Master chusing 1o

5., And

cestors.org

83

Famey Tree Sewren E ten

Refine your search ¥

Search by

FamilySearch.org

84
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Maine, Franklin County, Supreme Judicial Court, criminal records,
1859-1927

Notes

Film/Digital Notes

Hote

85

St ef H s
'/ % 7 e A it
i
Indictment of John Pillsbury (1859)

86

Financial Issues
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Financial Cases

* Indentured servitude cases

* Landlord/tenant matters

* Repayment of a loan

* Probate cases

* Neighbor issues with adjoining property

* Bankruptcy/insolvency

88

An Inventory of the Estate of Mathew Loomis of

Windsor was Exhibited in Court and oath made by ye
Releit that she made a true p'sentm' of the Estate of

the Deceased to ye Apriz™ of what at p'sent is known,
and if more Come to knowledg she will Cause it to be
added to the Inventory. The Court ord" it to be Re-

corded and yis Court grants admistration to ye Releit
Mary Loomis w® the advice of Nath Loomis, and the
widow, and Nath Loomis, Doe bind themselves in a yis Count

Recognizance of therty five pounds, that they will one day
Rend" a true Acc' of ye Estate to ye Court when it is
Caled for to fix ad ation one Daught Mary: 7 months

old.

Records of the Particular Court of the
Colony of CT, 1687-1688

89

Bankruptcy

* Before the 1898 Federal Uniform Bankruptcy Act,
bankruptcy law was determined state-by-state

* For Massachusetts, the insolvency petitions are
held at the Massachusetts State Archives. They can

be retrieved by the SJC Archivist.

90
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h 0

COMMONWEALTI 0F MASSACHUSETTS,
mampacs, oo,

Hampden County, Mass. Insolvency
Register (FamilySearch)

91
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