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Course Overview

Part 1 ‐ Basics

B1: Principles of 
Genealogical 
Research
B2: Learning About 
Records

Part 2 ‐ Researching

R1: Planning for 
Research
R2: How to 
Research
R3: Organizing for 
Family Historians

Part 3 ‐ Analyzing

A1: Citations
A2: Critically 
evaluating your 
findings
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Module Roadmap

Evaluating SourcesEvaluating Sources

Evaluating InformationEvaluating Information

Evaluating EvidenceEvaluating Evidence

Analysis ExamplesAnalysis Examples
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Principles of Analysis

Source

Original

Derivative

Authored

Information

First‐hand

Second‐hand

Unknown

Evidence
Direct Indirect Negative
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Analyze the Source
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Analysis – Question 1
• Are you looking at an original or derivative 

source?
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Tip
Citations Help You  

Evaluate the Source
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Original Sources
• Original – From the time period being researched. 

Includes:
– Duplicate original
– Record (Clerk’s) copy
– Image copy

• Digital copies, microfilm, microfiche 
considered original for analysis purposes

• BCG Article  - QuickLesson 10
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Derivative Sources
• Derivative – Written by someone who did not 

experience the events or time period. Includes: 
– Transcripts
– Extracts
– Abstracts

• https://familysearch.org/wiki/en/Primary_sources
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Original Probate Frederick County Maryland Probate 
Records
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Derivative Probate American Ancestors Database: 
New York State Wills
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Derivative Probate
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Original Vital Record Vol 1 Pownal, VT Records, p 238, 
viewed at Family Search
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Original Vital Record Vermont Vital Records 1760‐1954, Family 
Search
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Derivative Vital Record
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Special Class of Sources
• Authored works
– Compiled genealogies
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Analyze the Record
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Principles of Analysis

Source

Original

Derivative

Authored

Information

First‐hand

Second‐hand

Unknown

Evidence
Direct Indirect Negative
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It Is All About the Information
• Is the Information. . .

• First-hand
– Immediately following the event
– Long after the event

• Second-hand
– From a non-participant

• Cannot tell who provided the information
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What Genealogical Information Is 
In the Record?

• Name and Residence

• Date of marriage

• Age, occupation and 
place of birth

• Parent’s names

• Spouse
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Analysis – Question 2
• How long after the event was 

the record created?

Arrival in U.S.

Record 1 –
passenger list

Record 2 –
1900 census

Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 7: Analyzing

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 21



How Soon After the Event?
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Someone else?Participant?

Analysis – Question 3
Who provided the information in the record?
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Who Was the Informant?
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Analysis Question 4
Is the information first-hand (primary) or second-

hand (secondary)?

• Death date – primary

• Birth date - secondary
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Analyze the Evidence
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Principles of Analysis

Source

Original

Derivative

Authored

Information

First‐hand

Second‐hand

Unknown

Evidence
Direct Indirect Negative
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Not All Information Is Evidence
• Identify the genealogical information in the 

record and ask:
– Does this answer my question directly (direct 

evidence)?
– Can this be used with other evidence to answer my 

question (indirect evidence)?

• Most records contain multiple pieces of 
information; only some will be evidence for your 
question
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Date and place of death

Cause of death

Date and place of birth

Names of parents

Name of Spouse

Who are Robert’s parents?

When did Robert die?

Whom did Robert marry?

When was Robert born?

EvidenceInformation

Robert Lawthers’ Death Certificate

Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 7: Analyzing

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 29



Key Analysis Questions
• Are you looking at an original, derivative, or authored 

document? Duplicate originals, clerk’s copies, images 
are all considered original.

• How long after the event was the record created?

• Who provided the information for the record?

• Is the information first-hand, eye-witness (primary) 
or second-hand, non-participant (secondary)?

• Does the information directly answer my question?
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Analysis in Practice:
20th Century Death 

Certificate
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Original, Derivative or Authored?
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When Was the Record Created?
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Who Provided the Information?
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What Genealogical Information Is 
On a Death Certificate?

Name of Spouse

Date of Birth

Parents

Date of Death

Cause of Death
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Which Information Is Primary

Name of Spouse

Date of Birth

Parents

Date of Death

Cause of Death
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Which Information is Secondary?

Name of Spouse

Date of Birth

Parents

Date of Death

Cause of Death
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Analysis in Practice –
Published Genealogy
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Original, Derivative or Authored?
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When Was the Record Created?

Publication Date of Source NOT the same as 
when the individual record was created
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Who Provided the Information?

Author is not the same a person who provided 
information about William Cogswell – Don’t 
know who provided the information. 
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Genealogical Information?
Date of Birth

Wife

Date of death

Children and dates
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Information Primary, Secondary, 
Unknown?

Date of Birth

Wife

Date of death

Children and dates
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Review
1. Analyze the source – original, 

derivative or authored.
2. Analyze the information – first-

hand or second-hand and how 
long after the event was it 
provided.

3. Analyze the evidence – is it 
direct, indirect or negative.
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