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Course Overview

Part 1 ‐ Basics

B1: Principles of 
Genealogical 
Research
B2: Learning About 
Records

Part 2 ‐ Researching

R1: Planning for 
Research
R2: How to 
Research
R3: Organizing for 
Family Historians

Part 3 ‐ Analyzing

A1: Citations
A2: Critically 
evaluating your 
findings
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Module Roadmap

Why bother with citations?Why bother with citations?

General citation principlesGeneral citation principles

Simple citationsSimple citations

Two layer citationsTwo layer citations
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Why Bother With Citations?
1. Knowing the source of a fact allows you, or 

someone else, to go back and find it again 

2. Knowing the source of a fact helps you evaluate 
its credibility

3. Citations are part of the Genealogical Proof 
Standard
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Genealogical Proof Standard
• Reasonably exhaustive research

• Complete, accurate citations to 
the source or sources of each 
information item

• Tests—through processes of 
analysis and correlation—of all 
sources, information items, and 
evidence

• Resolution of conflicts among 
evidence items

• A soundly reasoned, coherently 
written conclusion.

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html
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Citation Principles
• Capture enough information about the source and 

its record so you can find the record a second 
time.

• Thomas W. Jones, noted genealogist, has said, 
– “This idea that there is one way to cite a source is 

false,” [emphasis added] (2015, APG 
Conference)

• Pick a style and stick with it – Consistency is 
important.

*Thomas W. Jones, Mastering Genealogical Proof, Arlington, VA: National Genealogical Society, 2013, pp38‐40.
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Capturing Enough to Find Again
Nesting Doll Principle

Website: Ancestry

Database: Massachusetts Town Clerk and Vital Records

Town: Sutton

Type of Record: 
Death

Item of Interest

Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 6: Analyzing

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 7



Citation is an Art
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Citation Elements
• Who (or what) created the source?
– Author
– Organization

• What is the source?
– Book title
– Database name
– Not the website name – that is the publisher

• When was the source created?
– Date the source was created
– Date the record within the source was created
– Date the record was accessed

Thomas W Jones, Mastering Genealogical Documentation (Arlington, 
VA : National Genealogical Society, 2017), p. 40
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Citation Elements (cont.)
• the source now?
– Publisher
– Geographic location
– Repository
– Web address

• t the source is the item?
– Volume and page number
– NARA roll
– Certificate number
– Person and event
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Documentation Conventions
• Book titles and journal names are italicized

• Database names, article titles are in "quotes"

• Parentheses group publication details (print and 
online)

• Semicolons divide complex citations with two or 
more nested groups
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Simple Citations
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General Citation Format

Who What Where IS Where IN

Velcro Principle – Don’t 
separate items that ought to 
stick together

When
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Source Citations - Books

Martin E. Hollick, New Englanders in the 1600s: 
expanded Edition (Boston: NEHGS, 2012), 125.

What

Title, followed by 
subtitle, in italics

Where IS and When

Location within parentheses (City, 
Publisher, year). When the city is well 
known, you can omit the state.

End with 
a period.

Who

Author (first 
name first)

Where IN

Page number
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Multi-layered 
Citations
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In An Online World – Citations Need 
Two (or more) Parts

Data About Website

Data About Original 
Source
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Layer 1: Website

Who = Omitted

What = Database 
title and type

Where IS = URL

When = 
Search date

Where In = 
Item of 

Interest and 
date
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Website Information
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Website Information – Cont.

AncestryWebsite NameWho

“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 
1917‐1918,” digital Images

Database NameWhat

www.ancestry.comURLWhere IS

20 April 2022Date AccessedWhen

Draft card for Warren Roth Keck, serial no. 
423, order no. 4721, Draft Board Division 2, 
Greenville, Mercer, Pennsylvania

Record of interestWhere IN
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Layer 2: Original Source

Who = Original 
creator

What = Type of 
Record

WhereIS = 
Location

WhereIN = 
Volume and 
Page No.
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Selective Service Information
U.S. Selective Service SystemAuthorWho

TitleWhat

Already captured under item of interestWhere IS

NARA Microfilm M1509DetailsWhere IN

12 September 1918Often omittedWhen
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Citations - Online Database

“U.S., World War I Draft Registration Cards, 1917-
1918,” digital images at Ancestry (www.ancestry.com 
: accessed 20 April 2022), draft card for Warren Roth 
Keck, serial no. 423, order no. 4721, Draft Board 
Division 2, Greenville, Mercer County, PA; citing 
NARA microfilm M1509, no roll number given.

Layer 1: The Website information

Layer 2: The Original RecordLayer 
Divider
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Find A Grave – A Two Layer Source 

Website

Cemetery 
Information
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Layer 1: Website Information 
Find A GraveAuthor/CreatorWho

omittedTitleWhat

www.findagrave.comLocation /Repository 
/Web AddressWhere IS

154008051 for Louisa Thaxter Danielson added by 
Elizabeth on 20 Oct 2015Memorial PageWhere IN

3 January 2018Date AccessedWhen
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Layer 2: Cemetery Information
OmittedWho

Limington Village CemeteryCemetery NameWhat

Limington, York, MaineLocation /Repository 
/Web AddressWhere IS

OmittedWhere IN

OmittedWhen
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Citations – Find A Grave

Find A Grave, digital image (www.findagrave.com : 
viewed 3 January 2018) memorial # 15408051 for 
Louisa Thaxter Danielson, added by “Elizabeth,” 20 
October 2015; citing Limington Village Cemetery, 
Limington, York County, Maine.

Creator information 
velcroed to memorial 

number

Not just a memorial, but a 
tombstone photo – helpful for 

analysis
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Evidence Explained Template
Online Source

• “Name of Database in quotation marks” 

• Type of database (BMD/land, etc)

• Title of Website in Italics (URL : access date)

• specific item of interest

• SOURCE-OF-THE-SOURCE DATA.

QuickLesson 26: Evidence Explained

Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 6: Analyzing

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 27



Review

1. Citations help you find the record again and help 
you evaluate the quality of what you found

2. Capture Who (Author, Organization), What 
(Title), Where IS (Publisher, location), Where 
IN (Record of Interest), When (date – velcroed 
to item)

3. Think of nesting dolls and moving from general 
to specific

4. Remember to velcro dates to appropriate 
element

5. Citations are an art; do not get tied in knots over 
them

Citations
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Coming Up Next –
Module 7

Evaluating What You 
Find
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