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Course Overview

Part 1 ‐ Basics

B1: Principles of 
Genealogical 
Research
B2: Learning About 
Records

Part 2 ‐ Researching

R1: Planning for 
Research
R2: How to 
Research
R3: Organizing for 
Family Historians

Part 3 ‐ Analyzing

A1: Citations
A2: Critically 
evaluating your 
findings
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Module Roadmap

How ResearchHow Research

Researching OnlineResearching Online

What’s Next?What’s Next?
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General Principles
• Consult multiple sources; don’t settle for one 

document

• Track your work

• Seek original documents when feasible

• Understand the records
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Don’t head straight for the 
database search box

• Read the database descriptions
– Places covered
– Time periods covered
– Completeness of records

• Make liberal use of a site’s catalog (if it has one)

• Consult the wikis or help
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Search Terms as Art
• Think first:
– Location
– Event (birth, marriage or death)
– Time period (century, decade)

• Think second:
– Name – use quotes to force the search for the entire 

name
– Occupation (e.g. “soldier,” “minister”)
– One word modifiers
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When Searching a Database
• “Less is More” when searching

• Look at the records before and after your target

• Seek the original; don’t trust the transcription (or 
indexing)

• Don’t expect to find everything for free
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Use Wildcards
• Symbols used to replace or represent one or more 

characters

• ? = 1 character

• * = 1 or more characters

• Ex. To search for ”Lawthers", you can use some of the 
following variations:
– L*w*s
– L*w*r*
– L?wthers
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American Ancestors
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Searching the Databases
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https://americanancestors.org/database-search-advanced-search
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Searching the Databases
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Browse Databases

Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 4: Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 13



Clicking on Camera Icon
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Family Search
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Maximizing Family Search
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Family Search Wiki
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Wiki Search Page
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Wiki Page
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Family Search Catalog
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/
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Using the Family Search Catalog
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Town of Auburn, formerly Danville, Maine at FamilySearch
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Clicking on a Heading
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Clicking on a Listing
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Clicking the Camera
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Clicking on an Image
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FamilySearch 
Database Searching
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Tip
Spelling DOES NOT 
count – Sound does
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Unique Family Search Features
• Alternative names

• Search with relationship

• Search by more than one collection

• Export results to Excel
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FamilySearch Search Page – BASIC SEARCH
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Results Page – Name, Birth, Residence
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Alternate Name
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Alternative Name Results Page
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Filtering by Collection
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Results

Click 
Here
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Tip
Always look at 

the original
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Click Through To Image
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Export search results 
into Excel
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Mazdzer or Masten; New Hampshire or Vermont or New York
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Sample Search Result Export
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Ancestry
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Power Searching at Ancestry
• Use wildcards

• Filter by database type (Categories on Ancestry)

• Use sliders

• Use the card catalog
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Ancestry Results for Michael D*herty, born PEI
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Using Sliders to Focus Search
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Filter on Categories
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Pre-Examination Manifest for Michael Doherty
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Tip
Don’t Forget the Card 

Catalog
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Using the Card Catalog
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Other Research Aids
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Finding Aids
• Genealogist’s Handbook for New England 

Research

• New York Family History Research Guide and 
Gazetteer

• County and town histories
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Digital Book Sources
• https://www.hathitrust.org/

• https://books.google.com/

• https://archive.org/index.php

• https://openlibrary.org/

• https://books.familysearch.org

• http://library.si.edu/digital-library
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Coming Up Next –
Module 5

Organizing
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