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Course Overview

Part 1 ‐ Basics

B1: Principles of 
Genealogical 
Research
B2:  Learning About 
Records

Part 2 ‐ Researching

R1: Planning for 
Research
R2: How to 
Research
R3: Organizing for 
Family Historians

Part 3 ‐ Analyzing

A1: Citations
A2: Critically 
evaluating your 
findings
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Module Roadmap

Key records for genealogical 
research
Key records for genealogical 
research

Spotlight on selected recordsSpotlight on selected records

How to use the records in 
Family History research
How to use the records in 
Family History research
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A Focus on Step Three

Step 1 • Identify what you know

Step 2 • Decide what you want to learn (Research goal)

Step 3 • Identify and locate your sources

Step 4 • Research!

Step 5 • Analyze
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How can we 
locate missing 
information?
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Tip
Educate Yourself About 

Records and Sources
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Key Records for Genealogical 
Research

• Vital records

• Vital record substitutes
– Religious records
– Cemetery records
– Newspapers
– Probate

• Census

• Census substitutes
– Taxation
– City Directories

• Immigration and 
citizenship

• Military

• Probate

• Land

• Newspapers

• Published resources
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Vital Records
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Vital Records – post 1906
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Vital Records – pre 1906
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Vital Records – Town Clerk’s list
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Vital Records – published town 
records
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Vital Records Caveats
• Birth, marriage, and death records

• Often provide the names of the individual's  
parents and/or spouse

• Depending on the state, records may be held on 
the state, county, and/or town/city level

• Privacy restrictions may limit access
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Vital record substitutes
• VRs are not widely available until late-19th/20th

century records
– Exceptions: New England, NYC, New Orleans

• Use substitute records when VRs don’t exist
– Church records (baptism, marriage, burial)
– Cemetery transcriptions and records (birth, 

death/burial)
– Newspapers (birth and marriage announcements, 

obituaries)
– Probate records (death)
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Church Records
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Cemetery and Burial Records
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Newspaper Obituary
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Census Records
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Tip
Use Census to Anchor Your 

Ancestor to a Place and 
Time
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1840 Census Record
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1840 Census Key
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1850 U.S. Federal Census
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1900 Federal Census Record
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Tips about 
the census
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Census Taker
• Didn’t have to talk to anyone in the house

• Could talk to a neighbor if no one home

• What we view are copies of originals

• Families were not asked to spell their name
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Knowing the Family
• 1790–1840: lists only the name of the head 

of the household

• 1850–1870: lists everyone in household, 
but not how they are related

Generally, can assume people in same household are 
family

• 1880–1940: relationships listed
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Using Census Records
• Try and locate the family in each census record, 

working backwards in to (1940 to 1930 to 1920, etc.)

• Mistakes/errors are relatively common
– Give leeway when it comes to ages and spellings

• Use occupation to help confirm the identity

• Look at surrounding families as possible relatives and 
associates

• Blank census forms available from NARA at 
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-
forms
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Census Substitutes
• Censuses are typically every 10 years

• Use the following in-between census years
– Tax records
– City directories
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Tax Records Warren County, Georgia, 1801
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City Directories 1866 NYC Directory
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Immigration and 
Citizenship Records
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Ship Passenger  Records
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Naturalization Index– 19th c
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Naturalization Records – 20th c
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Military Records
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Military Records – Draft Card

Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 36



Military Records - Pension
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Probate and Land
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Probate Records - Will
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Land Records
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Dower Release on Land Record

Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 41



Other Sources of Information

• Published genealogies
• Town and county histories

Finding Aids

Town records

And more!
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Family Genealogy Books
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County Histories
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Town Records
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Coming Up Next –
Module 3 

Research Planning
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