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Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

Course Overview
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Module Roadmap

Key records for genealogical
research

Spotlight on selected records

How to use the records in
Family History research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 3



Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

A Focus on Step Three

e [dentify what you know

.

~N

e Analyze
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Educate Yourself About

Records and Sources
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

Key Records for Genealogical

Resea rch
* Vital records * Immigration and
, . citizenship
* Vital record substitutes
— Religious records * Military
- I(\ZIernetelry records e Probate
— Newspapers
— Probate e Land
* Census * Newspapers
* Census substitutes e Published resources
— Taxation

— City Directories
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Vital Records
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an!

;auOn®*

MARGIN RESERVED FOR BINDING

state CAUSE
See instruc-

PHYSICIANS should

IS A PERMANENT RECORD
Exact Statement of OCCUPATION is very important.

AGE should be stated EXACTLY.

INK—THIS

so that it may be properly classified.

WRITE PLAINLY WITH UNFADING

N. B.—Every item of information should be carefully supplied.

tions on back of certificate.

OF DEATH in plain terms,

HVS-20010—200M—12-45

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH
BUREAU OF VITAL STATISTICS o |

K

i AR 4 CERTIFICATE OF DEATH Registered NK 9/ ..............
1. PLACE OF DEATH: 2. USUAL RESIDENCE OF DECEASED: /
(8) COUNLY oo e @ G RENY.
(b) Township (a) State ..Pennag ... ... () CountyAllegheny....
:1)) I(B}ci):;ugh Pittsburgh (c) City or town Pittsburgh

(e) Name of hospital

)

________ SCHENLEY APARTMENTS

(If not in hospital or inst. write street number or location)

or institution

Length of stay:
In hospital or inst. ... (2) RIn TR IS | COM I U Gy o s it s

(If outside city or town limits, write RURAL)

..4000 Fifth Avenue

(If rural give location)

(d) Street No. ..

(e) If citizen of for niry, name country .. ul o snn e

3.

(a) FULL NAME MAUDE BELL PLOWMAN

3.

(b) If U. S. Veteran, complete

3. (c) Social Security
reverse side of certificate |

Noes

4.
6

George Taylor Plowman

5. Color or 6. (a) Single, wi d, married,
Sex F race... W divor AL AT AR RO, S T
. (b) Name of husband or wife of husband or

it alive . s

... years

7. Birth date of deceased .. May
(Month) (Day) (Year)

8. AGE: Years Months Days If less than one day

T 8 S hr. min
9. Birthplace Turkey

(City, tewn, or county) (State or foreign country)

10. Usual occupation ... Retdrad i et b
11. Industry or business

MOTHER FATHER

—
(=}

117.

18. (a) Signature of funeral director I 7
(b Address Ho. SAMSON, Inc., 537 Neville/St.
rrn ™ HhYy
19, (a) §..§

13. Birthplace Iowa

(City, town, or county) (State or foreign country)

} 14. Maiden name .. Emma. Hall Curtis. .. ..

} 12. Name Rev.Newton Hervey. Bell

15. Birthplace ... New York

(City, town, or@my) ’ (S(ate, foreign country
. (a) Informant’s own signature WJM/ (K
(b) Address S¢henley v..Ap.{;/...,....ﬁ.tt.abmgb,... Pennge.....
@ .Cremation (b) Date thereof 2 "/o_d 7

(Burial, cremation, or removal) (Month) (Day) (Year)

(c) Place Homewood... county .Alle_&%smte. Penne......

R

MEDIC
20. Date of death: Month /¥
year .LZ.¥]..... hour .. /[

21 I hereby certify that I attende e s
|l o A e , 19 9‘7 to 2 O S T R 19,Z...
that I last saw he—... alive on va 2 ol 19"2

and that death occurred on the date and hour
stated above.

Img_ Zdiate gﬁuse of
D:e to A Zp.

Due to . Y2 LGN . ..o

Other conditions /
(Include pregnancy \\'i\hin 8 months of dea}h)

”/'V .:’ __/j:/r

X v

PHYSICIAN
Aol L

i\&ajor findings:

Of operations Underline

S5\ § lhhe cause to
b LA oGy Which death
Of autopsy X /// e should he
/ "4 charged sta-

oo tistically.

22, If death was due to external causes, fill in the following:
(a) (Probably) Accident, suicide, or homicide (specify) ’

(b), Date of oCCUrrence. ol .. i
(c) Where did injury occur? ,Y
(City or town)

(County)”

3 y . S 1
(d) Did injury occur in or about home, on farm, in m(dut;tter),al

place, in public place? . X
(Specify type of place)

CAC R . /A ... B
) isfrars signatura)e e

~~  While at wopk? M&ms of Anjury TS
23. Signatu oA <§5 e (M. D. ohoﬁer)"
P g AL Date signed 274« .

/7
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Ohild's Name //{M : /fcb(.(‘iﬂ[/a/@/
d

lo.uom,;r-

Pather's Name ¢ Q—Zﬁwﬁ

u Blrtl!ylm

“  Qol P 7 SR AR 0, Color No. of Child of Moth
10T .o cvvies wenneeieennns KO e : “’ 2
' : Date of Birth /f::“f Meth Zte~’ py2 6
Maiden Name of Mother Halta : j !
L 0T+ i e cane ave smacnsessancenanbossrvereadiaTaete s : | 4
) °°°“Pf"‘ B> : | Mother's Birthplace M’Cm bt i . T Age

e FR Otz

' SPATE v RIICINR o IOSE BRI () G vua S N b
Father's Birthplace «fi«,q,[/r-i_ :
Father's Occupation : 4/: .8 ‘e
Condition of Child as to Live or Still Birth

&

¥ Still Birth the Cause

Name of Informant

THE STATE OF NEW HAMPSHIRE.

1 hevebycertify that the above birth record isa wrﬂr{ tran:n ipl as

. yfqmrﬂi by Chap. 21, Session Laws, 1905. o

CIEYR Of vovrnensnesnsssnnancasds

i

/

Vital Records - pre 1906
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® /1. : .
BIRTHS REGISTERED i themv\. &:—ré&pub for the Year enghtecn hundrcd ‘md nmetyM. v ‘

#& DATE OF D‘T;E?- NAME AND SURNAME OF THE OHILD, AND lxllll!: FLACE OF BIRTE. NAMES OF PARENTS. RESIDENCE OF OOCUPATION OF FLAOE OF BIRTH 0P PLACE OF BIRTH OF
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M il T - A e '-": - = -' ——--II-—— -I—|l-|—|r|r| - -l.r-u-:- -n —T, - '- -\.r

Rev. Daniel of Grafton and Deborah [d David c.r.] Ha]l May
9, 1776.

GROUT, Betsy of Westborough and Jonas Gale Jr.,, Nov. 1,

17g5. In Westborough.
Jonathan and Sarah De Woli, Nov. 13, 1811,
Martha, resident in Shrewsbury, and Charles Roberts, Nov. 27,

1744. In Shrewsbury.*

GROVER, Almira H. [of Richmond, N.H., in int.] and Caleb
Chase, Sept. 1, 1840.
GROSVENOR, Asa of Pomfret and Hannah Hall, April 24,

1766.%*
Chloe of Pomfret, Ct. and Joseph Hall, int. Sept. 4, 178s.
Rev. Daniel of Grafton and Deborah [d. David c.r.] Hall, May

9, 1776.
Phebe D. and William Newton Jr. of Millbury, int. Aug. 2o,
182%.

GUNN, Samuel H. of Mendon (s. Justin and Saphronia, a. 20)

12
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

Vital Records Caveats

* Birth, marriage, and death records

* Often provide the names of the individual's
parents and/or spouse

* Depending on the state, records may be held on
the state, county, and/or town/city level

* Privacy restrictions may limit access
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

Vital record substitutes

* VRs are not widely available until late-19t%/20t
century records

— Exceptions: New England, NYC, New Orleans

* Use substitute records when VRs don't exist
— Church records (baptism, marriage, burial)
— Cemetery transcriptions and records (birth,

death/burial)

— Newspapers (birth and marriage announcements,
obituaries)

— Probate records (death)
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

Church Records

194 RECORDS OF THE OLD SOUTH CHURCH IN BOSTON

June 10

19
Augt 26
Seper 2

23

Octr 7
21

Novr 4

Febr 10

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Sarah, of Daniel & Mary Haden

Abigail, of Nathan 8 Mary Foster
Jeremiah, of Joseph 8 Sarah Belknap
Abigail, of Josiah & Abigail Waters

Ann, of James 8 Ann, Negroes

Susanna, of Thomas 8 Elisabeth Dawes
William, of Cary 82 Mehatabel Harrig
John, of John 8z Mary Dinsdall
Benjamin-Belcher, of Isaac & Hannah Casno
Nathanael, of Josias & Sarab Motrage
James & Benjamin, of John & Hannah Allen
Mary, of Josiah & Ann Torrey

Eleazer, of Reuben & Hannah Higgins
George, of John & Ruth Roulstone
Clement, of Joseph & Susanna Jackson
Mary, of William & Mary Pitman

Ann, of John & Jane Doane

Mary, of Silas & Hannah Ivory

Ann, of Barcholomew & Elisabech Kenny
John, of John 8 Dorcas Brewer

Joafia, of Prince & Mary Winborn

Hanry, of John & Ann Crumpston
Charlotte, of Benjamin & Margaret (zreen
Baker, Negro Servant to MY Joseph Jackson
Abigail, of Moses & Elisabeth Peck

Mary, of Roberr & Lydia Price

Perer, of Isaac 8 Elisabeth V:

Mary, of Peter & Hannzh Roberes
Susanna, of William & Susanna Breed
Benjamin, of Isaac & Sarah Walker

Robert, of William 8 Rebecca Homes
Sarah, of Michasl & Mary Row

Daniel, of George 3 Abigail Flewes

Moses & Benjamin, of Moses 8¢ Mary Eayres

William, of Abrabam & Mehetabel Tuckerman

Mary, of Luke & Mary Roberts
Jonathan-Clarke, of Ezekiel & Jane Lewis
John, of David & Sarah Jeffries

Sarah, of John & Sarah Hunt

John Hunt Jun?

Mary, of Samue! 3z Mary Hallowell
John, of Thomas & Sarah Foster
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Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

Cemetery and Burial Records

414-3 #291
West St. Mary's Cemetery
Section
Heffernan.

Saunders, Thomas, born Jan. 10, 1831, died June 3, 1916.

Saunders, Julia Sherman, wife of Thomas, dled Sept. 26, 1869.
Clarkin, John, born 1838, died 1882.

Clarkin, Mary McCall, wife of John, born 1837, died 1917.

MeCall, Susan, born 1840, died 1910.

McCarthy, Johannsh Muloehy, wife of James, dled Fov, 11, 1888 age 43
M¢Carthy, Seven Children. =
leMullen, Mary E. born 1872, died 1899,

NeMullen, Michsel, born 1878, died 1898.

McMullen, lichael, born 1842, died 19ll.

McMaullen, Mary Sioore, wife of Michasl, born 1841, died 1911.

Moore, Catherine, born 1844, died 1874.

Moore, John, born 1838, died 191l.

Uriscoll, Jeremiah, born 1865, dled 1927.

Drisceoll, Mary Doyle, wife of Jeremlsh, dled 1922.

Driscoll, Timothy, born 1868, dled 1934.

Driscoll, Mary Enright, wife of Williem, died Mar, 15, 1881 age 60
Farrelly, Jchn J. born Feb. 2, 1855, died Feb. 4, 1925. L
Farrelly, Mary D. born Mar. 25, 1858, dled Usc. 24, 1926.

Magner, Edward F. born 1869, dled 1923.

Sheshan, Danlel, born 1835, dled 1919,

Sheehan, Ellen Buckley, wifs of Danlel, born 1838, died 1208,
Sheehan, Timothy Francls, won of Vaniel & Ellen B, born 1868, died
Sheehan, Cornelius, son of Daniel & Bllen E. horn 1877, dled légg%-
Sheehan, Julla A, daughter of Daniel & Ellen B, dled May 28, 1925,
Fagan, Bernard, dled Sept. 29, 1899 age 74 yrs.

Fagan, Elizabeth, wife of Bernard, dled #pr. 12, 1872 age 43 yrs.

Fagan, Ellen, daughter of Bernard & Elizabeth, died Cct. 16, 1872 age
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PAGE FOUR.

EVENING RECORD, OREENVILLE,

BLAMES COMPANY.

Meadville I'lpu“fTuhil Creston Ac
| cident Due 1o Company's Unrea-

fio Badk, weing ihe recenmt basiler rx
« 0 fext.  Judgme
wisald juslge that
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fne fravel sm 1= L2

Vgivele #takcinsge, that dle bollers werr ;II
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llqmin | redeh g L] ¥
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wl [Jsoanr
o elatm thai
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| fieohive~ nond the engine was oul. 18

Newspaper Obituary
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Mrs. Sarah Stinson.
i, Fraday

hier lesme om

Mirs
peernangg, ai B A e, Bl
North Madn street, aged 51 years and
i muonths, after an llness s @l
Belore her dwath sl
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at the lime
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]
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i wish

Mrs. Sarah Stinson,

VMres, Sarah Stinson died,  Triday
jmorning, at 6 a. m, at her home on
North Main street, aged 71 years and
6 months, after an yness about a
year. Before her death
an unnsual request—that an antopsy
he performed and the exact nalure
of her illness determined,  This wish
was carricidl out and Drs. Maossiman
and Dight fouand the former’s diagno-
correct—cancer the

<he

({3 of

sis he
stomach.
Virs., Stinson’s maiden name  was
Beatty aml she was a danghter of
AMr. and Mrs. Francis  Deatty, and
born near Hadley. In 1857 she was
married to John W. Stinson.  She
was one of the best-known and most
highly respected ladies of
munity.  In religious faith she was
4 member of the Presbyterian churei.
Four daughters survive her: Mrs. De
Ette Taylor, Cambridge Springs;
Anna, Mrs. Charles Austin, Amelda,
Mrs. L. D, Artherholt, of Greenville,
and Mrs Jeonie Homer, of Cleveland;
also a stepson, W. C. Stinson, of Min-
neapolis.
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Census Records
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- Use Census to Anchor Your

Ancestor to a Place and
Time
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CIDoUT

the census

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Building Your Genealogical Skills, Module 2: Basics

Census Taker

* Didn't have to talk to anyone in the house

Could talk to a neighbor if no one home
* What we view are copies of originals

* Families were not asked to spell their name

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Knowing the Family

* 1790-1840: lists only the name of the head
of the household

* 1850-1870: lists everyone in household,
but not how they are related

Generally, can assume people in same household are
family

* 1880-1940: relationships listed

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Using Census Records

* Try and locate the family in each census record,
working backwards in to (1940 to 1930 to 1920, etc.)

* Mistakes/errors are relatively common
— Give leeway when it comes to ages and spellings

* Use occupation to help confirm the identity

* Look at surrounding families as possible relatives and
associates

* Blank census forms available from NARA at
https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy/charts-
forms

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Immigration and

Citizenship Records
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Family Name
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Military Records
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Probate and Land
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Probate Records - Will
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Finding Aids

e Published genealogies

e Town and county histories

Town records
And more!
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THE WILLIAM WARD
GENEALOGY

THE HISTORY OGF
THE DESCENDANTS OF WILLIAM WARD
OF SUDBUARY, MASS., 1638-1925

BY

CHARLES i_\-:.lARTYN
Auther of
Phe Life of Avtemas Ward,
the Bryr Cormnasder-lo-Chisf
af the
American Revahution™

PUBLISHED BY
ARTEMAS WARD

OF THE JEVERTH GENERATION
NEW YORK
B IR

T

Family Genealogy Books

THE THIRD GENERATICON

238. Taomas, borm September 7, 1700, married Margh 29, 1727, Anna Wirson of
Lancaster, Mass. At the time of their marriage he was g resident of Shrews-
bury and they set up their home in the North Parsh.

CHEILppas: Levit* Amariph, Anne, Selomon, Mery., Spmmh.
Opapran, born January §, L1702, morried Asntoar. +  They lived st
Marlborough, later in Bhrewabury, Mosa,

Coarrvaes: Fhiness® Abigail, Marmball, Bulh, Jonas, Jokha.

240. Poeppe, born September I8, 1704, married Juwoe 10, 1729, in Westborough,
Mass,, Stmeonw Winnano of Gralton, Mass.

241, Anwer, born March 21, 1708, died July 30, 1750, in Weatborough, Mass. He
married BMareh 20, 1731, in Wesztborough, VasnTi EAQER.

Cimvomex: Alpbhous® Abner, Sylvmoom,

242. Prase, born Apail 19, 1713, died October 10, 1746, in Weatborough, Mazs.

She married December 23, 1731, in Westboroepgh, Eueazer Rrce.  He survived

in

CrnLnerex - Hephribahf Zervinh, Timathy, Franciy,
243 Davip, born September 26, 1714,

82. OraveEr Wann,* born 1686 in Marlborough, Mass., married Febrouary

Z, 1708, in Budbury, Mass.,, Hanwanw Brreaas, born March 27, 1683,
in Mariborou h, daupghter of John and Sarah Brigham.

They lived for some years in what is now the westerly part of North-
borough, Mass., near the head of “*Cold Harbor® meadow, on the
place afterwards oceupied by Jotham Bartlett. In Massachusetts
Archives, 71:454, iz his damage claim for a horse wounded in a fight
with Indians near Lancaster in August 1708, About 1716 he moved
to the section which became Westbhorough in the following vear, as
noted alzo under Increase Ward (T8). In 1736 he wasz a selectman in
Grafton, Mass,

Children, born in Marlborough:

244, Dxam;' borm December 36, 17040,
245. EXPERIEMCE, born September 25, 1711, married April 26, 1733, in Westborough,
gﬂ:;m..th: JeEsax SuiTe of Lexington, Mass_, borm April 1, 1711, son of John and Mary
i
248, THawkrol, bom May 9, 1713, married January 18, 1730, SEpapial SurTm.
247. DEBORAH

248, Haxwxan tripleta, born January 15, 1715, died in infaney.

BB, Wmriam Wamp,? born Moy 27, 1680, in Marlborough, Mass., died

January 9, 1767, in Southborough, Mass. He married (1) Jaxs CLEvE-
LAND of Boston, born about 1681, died April 12, 1745, in Southborough,
daughter of Samuel and Jane (Keyes) Cleveland, and granddaughter of
Moges Cleveland, from England about 1635.

He married (2) October 18, 1758, in Westbarough, Mass., Mrs.
Sapan SanaTH.

He was a noted surveyor and was often employved by the propristors
of new townships to lay out their house-lots and subsequent divisions
of common lands, thereby becoming a proprietor in many of the new
towns, and an extensive landholder. He was, further, awarded 1000
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H IST o R Y 16875,  Thev rearm] mghi ebhiliren: Sasiel, Albrabam K., Johe, Marla Linss,
Marvin. Matison sod Sam all residents of lbe sounlr ezcept Samusl. whs
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ried Jume 100 1589 Nirs Barsd Smitl. ser Lawtas, & aalive af Yorkshire,

Englaid, whe ke boras b B ekiblren: SHalis, Uatharhs |# 0 of Oeiar

Brockwari, Pefer. Tanks] sl Lons B, all liviog Pobiiieally Mz Harnst

M ERC ER c O UNT Y , 15 B -1u-'-ll.| |"-';"|--‘lll. snill ome o ihe :ll"lwl native rFesidenis of the (own.

Toroe Husgseova, fnrmer, joss -ofloe Uirsegville, sas born o Ceplre Counir

Pesp . Urister 3. 1683k His growifsiber. Honry Heeoplng, emigraisd

Frosn Livrsans i Aaierics difiap the Hevolulioh, she alier ibhe war maersd &

FENNSYLU:&“HIA' A== .";.I"ll-l:ul_. ol Uemoin Consdy. FPenn His faiber. Jacokh Hiessgphyg, was

fsrrm i B i o LY ]r||:r I, 17%¥ thare prew up anel marmied Amnie Lachir.

i GElEe of he saie dommly.  Thev allsiwidd fefsvel o Usilee Loapty

ITS FAST AND PRESHNT. whsis Jasol ajsfalsl & taposry and brewary I the ladl &f 15 they ie
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Tae Hommer Famrry.—Jacob Hommer, a native of Germany, and a Revo- ==,
lutionary soldier, wag one of the early settlers of West SBalem Township. He -
orew up in Maryland, and was twice married. His first wife was Mary Siler, =

who bore him three sons and four daughters: John, Joseph, Jacob, Polly, ther's
Lena, Susan and Flizabeth. The mother died in Maryland, and he married .
Mrs. Hannah {Booth) Schaffer, and with two sons, John and Jacob, and his &
four daughters, by his first marriage, immigrated to Mercer County in 1509 e
{Joseph remaining in Maryland), where he purchased and settled on a tract of "
land partly lying within the present limits of Greenville. Two daughters, ™"

Hannah and Rachel, were born of his second marriage. IHis cabin stood on

the west side, where Samuel West now lives. The parents both spent the E-;ET
balance of their lives on this farm, upon which they were interred. John, the Tnd
eldest son, married Catharine Harsh, in Maryland, and after coming to Mercer 1w

located at the Big Bend, in Delaware Township, where his father purchased i
him 100 acres. He dled there, and ]115 song still live on the old homestead. e

- = omamiite o s iFres o s ool e wdicn ey eers inserred.  veus, ithe
aldesl son, married Caihasips Hardh. in Marylas:, ‘anel afiar Loo 1R T i Maroer
foented wt the Hig Bend, o Delawsrn Towmship, whene bis falber parchased
hims 1000 mzrme. Mo disd thirs, and his sous atill ive oo the old bomasstend

doseph, ibe secosd som, was born o Slsryiend Mar 15, 1780, toere beired
s shosmaber s brnds, Bod came to Weet Halemn Towmabip abul (9o Tesre
sfter the rest of the fumily. Hs marrie]l Magdalens Everharl. whe was bare
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