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ONLINE COURSE

Pennsylvania Research:
Four Centuries of
History and Genealogy

May 10, 17,24 & 31, 2023

6—7:30 p.m. (ET) - Cost: $115, members save 10%
Presented by Kyle Hurst, Hallie Kirchner,

Ann Lawthers, and Kimberly Mannisto

From colony to statehood, Pennsylvania has always played
an important role in the formation and development of
our nation. It has been a haven for Quakers, the birthplace
of American independence, the site of defining Civil

War battles, a leader in industry, and a port of entry

for many immigrants. This four-week online seminar

will provide a century-by-century look at the records,
resources, repositories, and research strategies essential
to exploring Pennsylvania roots. We will also discuss the
historical context of changes and events that transformed
the state and influenced the lives of your ancestors.

AmericanAncestors.org/Events

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
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After many years of development, we are about to break ground to expand our Boston
headquarters into a larger, multifaceted facility. This “Cornerstone Project”is a momen-
tous milestone in the history of our institution and in the fields of genealogy and local
history in America.

This ambitious project will connect our existing building to an adjacent five-story
structure. In the new complex we will engage members and the public in unparalleled
learning experiences. Our facility will serve both American and international audiences
by making available the finest work of our expert genealogists, historians, educa-

tors, curators, and museum professionals. We will cater to both in-person and online
audiences.

©PIERCE HARMAN 2022

Our renovated and expanded headquarters will feature dynamic interactive learning
spaces; activity areas for visitors, families, and children; collaborative workspaces; and
a lively and attractive retail shop with a wide range of gene-
alogical and historical books and products. Linking our two
buildings will create an expanded campus with a new elevator
and a staircase connecting all floors of both buildings. Essential
fire suppression and critical safety technologies will also be
installed.

While our library will be temporarily closed to visitors during
these renovations, we will continue actively serving you online,
by phone, and by mail, as well as through research and Heritage
Tours and conferences around the United States and abroad.
We will provide you with enhanced remote services, including
online access to chat, databases, online programs, archived
webinars, and personalized services.

We need your continued support to realize these ambitious goals. Your generous
donation helps us in all the work we do. Please consider a gift today to support our
Annual Fund. Contact Stacie Madden, our Director of Advancement, by phone at
617-226-1217, or by email at Stacie.Madden@nehgs.org.

In closing, | look forward to seeing
many of you at conferences and
events and on Zoom over the next
few months. This is an exciting time
to be a part of the great work going
on—with your continued help—at
American Ancestors/NEHGS!

Warmest regards,
D. Brenton Simons
President and CEO
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Americas story . . .

one family at a time.

Your gift makes
all the difference!

Please support the Annual Fund.

Visit AmericanAncestors.org/Give or make your check
payable to New England Historic Genealogical Society and
mail it to NEHGS Advancement, 99-101 Newbury Street,
Boston, MA 02116.

Questions? Call us at 617-226-1217
or email advancement@nehgs.org.
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From our
. readers

We want to hear from you! Email magazine@nehgs.org or address letters to American
Ancestors magazine, 99—101 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116. Letters will be edited for
clarity and length. We regret that we cannot reply to every letter.

How exciting it was to read the article about “The Surprising Or-
igins of the Coryell Family of Colonial New Jersey” [AMERICAN
ANCESTORS (2022) 4:27-31]! My great-grandmother Alice Coriell
(1859-1928) was a descendant of this New Jersey family. While I had
heard and read of their supposed French Huguenot connections, I
never found anything to support this. Finding out more of this fami-
ly’s origins thrilled me. It’s always exciting to see one’s family written
about in a widely respected publication. At the time I read the article,
I was also taking an online course at American Ancestors called
“DNA in Practice” The course and the article dovetailed nicely since
I could follow along with what I read without stopping to puzzle out
what I was learning. Thanks for making my month!

Charlene Van Tassell Dean, Frederick, Maryland

Joan DeJean’s article “A Shipload of Women: When French Convicts
Were Deported to the Gulf Coast” [AMERICAN ANCESTORS (2022)
4:32-37] took me to unexpected places. Early 18th-century European
immigration to America—but not to New England, New York, or
anywhere on the Eastern Seaboard? A shipload of French passen-
gers—but all women? All French women—but only supposed con-
victs? What fascinating history! The telling of the tale is wonderfully
punctuated by its final paragraph, which describes the geographic
reach of the dynasties founded by five of the women of La Mutine.
Michael Bosworth, Brattleboro, Vermont

I was most interested to read Jean Powers’s interview with Patricia
O’Malley on her fascinating new book, So Far from Home: Letters from
Ireland to Family in America [AMERICAN ANCESTORS (2022) 4:54-57].
How fortunate Pat O’Malley was to have found so many family letters
and photographs and be able to discuss it all with her mother. The
correspondence of the Donovans and McCarthys confirm so much
that we have long known, but also adds detail and texture to those
stories. So Far from Home—which I have read—is a great treasure for
scholars and students and for anyone wanting to learn what life was
like for immigrants to this country and for those who stayed behind.
Donald Friary, Salem, Massachusetts
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£2 Weekly Genealogist
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genealogy-related tweets from our staff.

£2 Instagram
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In this issue

When I visited downtown Salem,
Massachusetts, on a chilly day in
March, I was struck by the num-
ber of people flocking to witch-
craft-related attractions. I noticed
a particularly large crowd in front
of the Salem Witch Museum.

I was surprised to see so much
interest in witchcraft history in
the late winter, since Salem’s peak
visitation season happens in the
weeks leading up to Halloween.
Of course, historically speaking,
visitors have no reason to confine
their visits to October. The con-
nection between so-called witch-
es and Halloween doesn't actually
fit with the Salem witchcraft
timeline. The initial whispers of
suspicion began in January 1692;
by spring, the accusations had
spun out of control. The first
executions took place that June,
the last in September. The tragic
events of 1692 can be examined
any time of the year.

My recent experience in
Salem is one indication of our
culture’s continued fascination
with colonial-era witchcraft
episodes. Although the Salem
trials happened very long ago in
our national memory, interest in
witchcraft-related historic sites,
ancestral connections, stories,
and scholarship might well be at
an all-time high.

We are pleased to present
some of this recent scholarship,
beginning with several Salem-
focused articles. The first, by
Rachel Christ-Doane, shares
new details about the life of
Dorothy Good, who at age four
was accused and imprisoned
with her mother in 1692.

AmericanAncestors.org/american-ancestors-magazine « Do not reproducg

Marilynne K. Roach writes about
the Salem and Boston jails where
accused witches were held, and
compares those structures to
colonial-era jails that survive in
Barnstable, Massachusetts, and
York, Maine. David Allen Lambert
provides useful resources in
“Researching Salem’s Witchcraft
Victims.”

Moving beyond Salem, we
feature an excerpt from Malcolm
Gaskill’s recent book, The Ruin of
All Witches: Life and Death in the
New World, which delves into the
case of a mid-seventeenth centu-
ry couple accused in Springfield,
Massachusetts. A brief account
of a 1680s witchcraft episode
in Boston is summarized from
D. Brenton Simons’s Witches,
Rakes, and Rogues: True Stories
of Scam, Scandal, Murder, and
Mayhem in Boston, 1630-1775.
And Kimberly Mannisto offers
historical context on witchcraft
persecution in England and
Europe, and examines the story
of Grace Sherwood, who was
tried (and “ducked”) in colonial
Virginia.

In our columns, Miriam Mora
compares and contrasts the
experiences of a father and son
who served, respectively, in the
First and Second World Wars;
and Michael E. Dwyer describes
the Irish research that connected
him to a wide network of rela-
tives in Kerry and Cork.

Finally, we invite you to
peruse our comprehensive 2022
annual report, which is included
with this issue.

Lynn Betlock
Managing Editor
magazine@nehgs.org

To advance the study
of family history

in America and
beyond, we educate,
inspire, and connect
people through

our scholarship,
collections, and
expertise.
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branches of our family

Sarah Gunderson
“A passion for family history”

My father was more than a history buff—he was an
over-the-top history fanatic. Historic relics and con-
versation pieces adorned our home, including a suit
of armor, a cannon, a statue of a saint with his face
chopped off (referred to as Saint What’s-His-Face), a
Chinese altar, Navajo rugs, Lakota trinkets, and a statue
of Hotei (the Japanese god of happiness). A certificate
naming my great-grandfather as governor of South
Dakota shared a wall with several generations of pic-
tures. History was a frequent topic at the dinner table,
but I knew little about my own family history.

Every summer, my mother took us to visit relatives
in South Bend, Indiana, and Columbus, Ohio. On what
turned out to be my last visit with her, my great-grand-
mother showed me a Laughter genealogy that traced her
grandfather’s side of the family back to the Revolution. I
scoured through that book. I was sixteen and hooked.

I began researching through the mail and learning by
trial and error—mostly error. In my twenties, I took my
tirst course: Beginning Genealogy with Lloyd Bock-
struck. I didn’t know at the time that Lloyd was a giant
in the genealogy community.

Although it was my passion from a young age, gene-
alogical research often took a back seat to work and the
demands of life. But there were frequent reminders of
its importance. During a family visit, my father casually
mentioned that my mother was adopted. My mother
had found out by accident as an adult, but never told
me. As far as I knew, she was an only child. Through my
research, I learned that my mother was the oldest of 10
siblings, and I had 25 first cousins!

I've had many genealogy adventures. On a research
trip to Hendricks County, Indiana, I searched for the
burial site of an ancestor. After driving up and down the

road, I asked for directions at a nearby golf course. A staff
member pointed to a spot with six-foot-high grass and

recommended I visit in the winter. Later that year, I re-
turned with family. I borrowed a golf cart, and, after some
searching, we located my ancestor’s four-sided monument
tombstone broken on the ground. With my brothers help,
we were able to turn the stone to find the dates of the wife
on the other side. She was invisible no more!

I joined NEHGS in 2006 to access internet resources.
Several years later, former CEO Ralph Crandall asked
me to join the Council. I served on the Council and the
Board of Trustees, “termed out” in 2022, and was then
appointed to the Finance Committee. I have attended
numerous American Ancestors galas, webinars, and
courses. In November 2022, I joined Curt DiCamillo’s
tour of Shropshire and had a fabulous time.

Genealogy can be a lonely hobby if your family does
not share your interest. I am sparing about sharing my
findings with my family so their eyes don't roll back in
their heads. I love finding scandalous things to tell them
because it grabs their attention, if only for a few mo-
ments. It’s nice being part of a genealogy community like
American Ancestors, where people share your interests
and celebrate your triumphs. I'm starting to see some
interest in the subject with a niece—someone I could
potentially bequeath my research. Cross your fingers! &

Sarah Gunderson of Dallas, Texas, is a community volunteer and retired business professional in the multifamily industry.
She serves on the boards of Austin College and North Texas Basset Hound Rescue, and she is an officer in her Daughters
of the American Revolution and Daughters of the Republic of Texas chapters. Sarah joined American Ancestors/NEHGS in
2006. She served on our Board and Council and is a Life Benefactor.
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Our Member Services team
is here to help you!

How do | view my membership status and update my account information?

On AmericanAncestors.org, click “My Account”in the upper right-hand corner, then select “My Profile” from the
dropdown list. Update your mailing address by scrolling down or selecting “Account Info” on the left-hand side. You
can renew your membership online or by calling our Member Services team at 1-888-296-3447 (choose option 1). You
can also mail a check to Member Services, NEHGS, 99—101 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116.

If I register for a webinar or other online event, do | have to watch the
program live, or will it be available to view afterwards?

All free online programs—including webinars, American Inspiration author events, and more—are available on
our website. To view these archived videos, log into your account on AmericanAncestors.org, click on “Events” on our
homepage menu, and select “View past events and videos.” From that page you can view all videos or filter by subject.
If you registered for an online course or online conference broadcast in September 2021 or later, the recorded
sessions, as well as the course materials, can be accessed under your “My Account” page on the website. To access
them, log into your account, click“My Account”in the upper right-hand corner, and select “Digital Content” from the
left-hand menu. (Please note that if you attended an online course or conference broadcast prior to September 2021,
the recorded sessions are not available.)

I'm having trouble logging into AmericanAncestors.org. What should | do?

On the AmericanAncestors.org homepage, click the “Log In” button in the upper right-hand corner. Use the email
address associated with your American Ancestors account. (If you need to change the email address for your account,
contact the Member Services team at membership@nehgs.org or 1-888-296-3447, option 1.)

If you do not remember your password, click “Forgot password?” on the log-in page or visit AmericanAncestors.org/
locate. You will be prompted to enter the email address associated with your account and click “Email My Information.”
You will receive an email with a link to reset your password. Click the link, and you will be directed to a page where you
can enter a new password. Passwords must include at least six characters and contain at least one uppercase letter, one
number, and one special character (!, @, $, %, /\, &, *). If you require assistance, contact our Member Services team.

How do I track an order that | placed with the bookstore?

Orders typically ship within 1—3 business days. You will receive a confirmation email containing a link to track your
shipment. Your order will be sent via U.S. Postal Service or UPS, depending on which shipping option you selected at
checkout. After your order has shipped, you can contact USPS or UPS and reference the tracking number.

MEMBER SERVICES: 1-888-296-3447, ext. 1 | membership@nehgs.org

Contact Member Services for assistance with your membership, the bookstore, and
education & programs.

Ask a Genealogist: AmericanAncestors.org/ask-a-genealogist

Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center: 617-226-1245 | jhc@nehgs.org
Library: 617-226-1239 | library@nehgs.org

Research Services: research@nehgs.org

Webmaster: webmaster@nehgs.org
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News

Our Summer Benefit honoring
Pulitzer Prize—winning author
and historian Alan Taylor

July 27, 2023

Join us July 27, 2023, as we honor American historian and
scholar AlanTaylor with our Lifetime Achievement Award.
Taylor has twice won the Pulitzer Prize in History, most

recently for The Internal Enemy: Slavery and War in Virginia,
1772-1832, also a National Book Award finalist. Taylor has
written extensively about the colonial history of the United
States, the American Revolution, and the early American Re-
public. In 2020 he was elected to the American Philosophical
Society. He is the Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation
Professor of History at the University of
Virginia. Taylor will speak on the topic of
population and ethnicity in early America.

REI’UBLI(“‘

Our event will be held at the Museum A CONTINENTAL
of the American Revolution. Located just HISTORY OF THE
steps away from Independence Hall, the UNITED STATES,
Museum of the American Revolution 1783-1850

shares compelling stories about the diverse
people and complex events that sparked
America’s ongoing experiment in liberty,
equality, and self-government.

IV TAYLOR

©2015 UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA

To register, visit AmericanAncestors.org/Summer-Dinner-2023, or contact 617-226-1215 or signatureevents@nehgs.org.

Hosted by

D. BRENTON SIMONS, President & CEO of American
Ancestors/NEHGS

RYAN J. WOODS, Executive Vice President & COO
of American Ancestors/NEHGS

Henry S.Tanner, detail of United States of America (1829).
David Rumsey Map Collection.
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© ALLISON SHELLEY/NPR

NPR’s award-winning legal affairs correspondent - Thank you to our

Nina Totenberg featured at our 2023 virtual Winter Benefit event’s sponsors

SILVER BENEFACTORS
On January 26, 2023, American Ancestors welcomed more than 100 attendees to our

. . . . . . Gerry and MaryLee Halpin
virtual Winter Benefit featuring Nina Totenberg. The event was moderated by Rita
) Welch & Forbes LLC
Braver, veteran newscaster and national correspondent for CBS News Sunday Morning.
BENEFACTORS

Totenberg discussed her extraordinary new memoir, Dinners with Ruth: A Mem-
oir on the Power of Friendships, which details her personal successes, struggles, and
life-affirming relationships—including her friendship of nearly fifty years with Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg. Attendees received a signed copy of the book. Rebecca Rogers
Following the discussion, President and CEO D. Brenton Simons and Executive Vice * HelenE. R. Sayles
President and COO Ryan J. Woods presented Totenberg with our Lifetime Achieve- © David M. Trebing
ment Award in Broadcast Journalism and a membership to American Ancestors/New  Nancy and John Webster
England Historic Genealogical Society. '
Best known for her appearances on NPR critically acclaimed news magazines All
Things Considered, Morning Edition, and Weekend Edition, Totenberg’s Supreme Court
and legal coverage has won her every major journalism award in broadcasting. Recog-

Margaret and Stephen H. Case
Sarah E. Gunderson
Ailsie Baker McEnteggart

nized seven times by the American Bar Association for continued excellence in legal Top left: Nina Totenberg.
reporting, she has received more than two dozen honorary degrees. A frequent TV © Top right: Nina Totenberg in
contributor, she writes for major newspapers, magazines, and law reviews. © conversation with Rita Braver.

Tales of the British Crown Jewels at the fifth annual DiCamillo Companion Rendezvous

On January 19, 2023, American Ancestors/New England
Historic Genealogical Society members, guests, and
friends met at the Colony Club in New York City for the
annual DiCamillo Companion Rendezvous, a jovial gath-
ering that, this year, celebrated British bling and history.
The program began with welcome remarks by Steve
Solomon, Assistant Vice President for Advancement. Then
Curt DiCamillo, Curator of Special Collections, interpreted
the British Crown Jewels as never before! Using this most
remarkable collection of jewelry in the world as his starting
point, Curt told the story of the rise and fall of dynasties, of
beheadings, coronations, and history-changing events—all
wrapped up with unparalleled magnificence and a bit of fun.
Curt is an internationally recognized authority on

Christopher Forbes, Curt DiCamillo, and Christina Feicht.

British country houses and decorative arts and the study
leader for our popular Heritage Tours.

Spring 2023 American Ancestors 9
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Staff updates

We are pleased to welcome KELLY NEAGLE as our Special Events Manager. Kelly has several
years of event management experience at various organizations, most recently with Public
Sector Network. She received her BA in History from the University of Georgia. Kelly is
also an enthusiastic family historian who has traced much of her own ancestry. In addition
to managing and assisting on a variety of American Ancestors events, she will oversee
logistics for the 36th International Congress of Genealogical and Heraldic Sciences, which
we are hosting in September 2024.

The Wyner Family Jewish Heritage Center (JHC) welcomed HENRY TREADWELL as its new
Digital Archivist in February. Henry received his MA in History and a Masters of Library
and Information Science, both from the University of Maryland. He has had internships

at the National Archives, Maryland State Archives, Royal Museums Greenwich, and the
Lobkowicz Collections in Prague, and he most recently worked at United Ways of Vermont.
Henry will be working with the JHC’s Collections Management Archivist, Gabrielle Roth,
on updating and maintaining the JHC’s digital library and archive.

SARAH QUIAT joined the JHC in March as Programming and Outreach Manager. A graduate
of Vassar College, Sarah has held program development and education positions at the
Yiddish Book Center and Jewish Women’s Archive (JWA), most recently serving as director
of JWA's youth fellowship program. A trained oral historian, Sarah has also been a Fellow at
the Tenement Museum in New York City. Sarah will manage JHC’s programs in a variety of
community and online settings.

Annals of Witchcraft in New England,
And Elsewhere in the United States

Samuel G. Drake, foreword by D. Brenton Simons, 2013; $17.95.

First published in 1869, Annals of Witchcraft outlines each instance of the “alleged
operations of witches” in the American colonies from 1636 through 1728. Using
court records, statutes, and other documents from New England and elsewhere,
Drake shows that anxieties about witchcraft were not confined to Salem or to 1692.

The History and Antiquities of

Every Town in Massachusetts
John Warner Barber, foreword by Alice S. Kane,
2014; $29.95.

Genealogical Dictionary of

. Maine and New Hampshire
Maincand Sybil Noyes, Charles Thornton Libby, and
New Hampshire Walter Goodwin Davis, 2011; $27.95.

Buy now! shop.AmericanAncestors.org
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Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

Journals

The Genealogist—

21 new volumes

This database, a collaboration with
the American Society of Genealogists,
presents fully indexed records

and browsable issues of volumes

1 through 30 (1980-2016) of The
Genealogist. The latest update added
more than 134,000 records. This data-
base is now complete.

Study Projects

Early Vermont Settlers, 1700-
1784—19 new sketches

This study project, researched by
Scott Andrew Bartley, covers heads of
households who lived within the pres-
ent-day borders of Vermont by 1784.
Information on spouses, children,
children’s spouses, and known vital
records accompanies each sketch.

Early New England Families,
1641-1700—1 new sketch

This study project, researched by Alicia
Crane Williams, FASG, focuses on post-
Great Migration immigrants to New
England, using Torrey’s New England
Marriages and its recent successors

as a guide. The most recent sketch

is of John Doane, Jr.,, who settled
primarily in Plymouth and Eastham,
Massachusetts.

Vital Records

Massachusetts: Roman

Catholic Parish Cemetery
Records, 1866-1940

American Ancestors and the Roman
Catholic Archdiocese of Boston are
collaborating to create a searchable
database of select Catholic ceme-
tery records in Massachusetts. These
cemeteries are administrated by local
parishes. Most of the volumes contain
records of lot sales or interments, and

may list lot owners, date of burial,
and burial location. Information is
provided for some individuals who no
longer have, or may never have had,
headstones. Presently, 45 volumes

of cemetery records from the follow-
ing parishes are available to search:
St. Mary (Ayer), St. Mary (Canton),
Annunciation Cemetery (Danvers),
St. Mary (Middleborough), St. Joseph
(Plymouth), St. Mary (Quincy), and St.
Joseph (Roxbury). Additional parish
cemetery records will continue to be
added.

Canadian Headstones: Cemetery
Heritage Records of Canada

This database is the result of a collab-
oration with Canadian Headstones,

a Canadian nonprofit working to
provide access to cemetery heritage
records across Canada. The database
features an expansive searchable
index of names, dates, and cemetery
locations that links to the Canadian
Headstones website for full tran-
scriptions and headstone images.
Currently, the database includes re-
cords from 104 Canadian cemeteries.
Additional records will be announced
throughout 2023.

Cambridge, MA: Wyeth Funeral
Service Records, 1904-1964
This database contains sixty years of
accounting records for the Wyeth
Funeral Service in Cambridge,
Massachusetts. These records provide
vital record information, including
date, location, and cause of death;
cemetery name; funeral location;
and burial date; as well as names of
immediate family members, when
available. In 1904, Benjamin Franklin
Wyeth (1845-1909) assumed sole
ownership of his family funeral home
business. Benjamin’s sons carried on
after his death in 1909, introducing
the name Wyeth Funeral Service. The
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funeral home closed in 1964. The origi-
nal volumes are held by the R. Stanton
Avery Special Collections at NEHGS,
call number Mss 223.

From the Wyner Family Jewish
Heritage Center (JHC)

This new database presents archi-

val collections of the Wyner Family
Jewish Heritage Center (JHC) at New
England Historic Genealogical Society
as searchable databases. The first one
is Lynn, MA: Harry Lipsky Company
Records, 1934-1936. This collection,
from a moving company in Lynn,
Massachusetts, is primarily composed
of residence records that provide both
departure and destination addresses,
and include inventories of belongings
moved.

Transcription Challenge

We're excited to announce the revival
of the Transcription Challenge on our
Database News blog. We will regularly
post samples of difficult-to-read
handwriting that we find in original
sources. We need your help with
interpreting the text so we can add
these names to our online databases.
To take part in the challenge, visit
dbnews.AmericanAncestors.org/
transcription-challenge.
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American Inspiration:

Conversations with literary luminaries

Hosted by Director of Literary Programs
Margaret M. Talcott, our American Inspiration
speaker series presents engaging discussions
on newly published histories, biographies, and
memoirs from renowned authors.

Upcoming lectures & events

Our spring lineup features a May event with Professors
Chad L. Williams (Brandeis) and Kendra Field (Tufts) in
dialogue about Williams’s new book, The Wounded
World: W. E. B. Du Bois and the First World War. This
special hybrid event will be online and at the Boston
Public Library’s Rabb Lecture Hall.

In May we welcome Mark Lee Gardner, award-winning
author of Rough Riders and To Hell on a Fast Horse and
other popular Western histories. He will present his
latest work, The Earth is All That Lasts: Crazy Horse,
Sitting Bull, and the Last Stand of the Great Sioux Nation.
Heralded by True West magazine as Best Nonfiction
Book of the Year, it examines the “Indian Wars” through
the two most legendary and consequential American
Indian leaders, who led Sioux resistance and triumphed
at the Battle of Little Bighorn.

Catch up with American Inspiration!

Visit AmericanAncestors.org/inspire to learn about
upcoming events or view past programs. Recent
highlights include:

o Stacy Schiff on The Revolutionary: Samuel
Adams, with moderator Ryan J. Woods,
Executive VP and COO of American
Ancestors/NEHGS

o Paul Fisher on The Grand Affair: John Singer
Sargent in His World, with moderator Meghan
Weeks

o Malcolm Gaskill on The Ruin of All Witches:
Life and Death in the New World

Our literary programs are often presented in partnership with
other anchor cultural organizations, including the Boston Public
Library, GBH Forum Network, the Museum of African American
History, and the State Library of Massachusetts.

12 AmericanAncestors.org

See American

Inspiration events in
our calendar listings on
page 14
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Alex Prud’homme joins us in August to discuss Din-
ner with the President: Food, Politics, and a History of
Breaking Bread at the White House. Prud’homme, who
previously collaborated with his great-aunt Julia Child
on her memoir My Life in France, brings his familial
love of cuisine to America with this narrative history of

American food, politics, and twenty-six presidents, from
George Washington starving at Valley Forge in 1777 to
Joe Biden’s “performance enhancing” ice cream in 2022.
In August we will host a special event on “Summer
Artist Colonies: Cape Cod and Cape Ann.” John Taylor
Williams, author of The Shores of Bohemia: A Cape Cod
Story, 1910-1960, will be in conversation with Elliot
Bostwick Davis, author and guest curator of the Cape
Ann Museum exhibition “Edward Hopper & Cape Ann’

>
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Brick Walls submitted by our members

We want to hear from you! Send a brief narrative (under 200 words) about your “brick wall” to magazine@nehgs.org or to American
Ancestors magazine, 99—101 Newbury Street, Boston, MA 02116. Please include your member number. We regret that we cannot reply

to every submission. Brick walls will be edited for clarity and length.

I am looking for information on the parents of my
ancestor George Francis Bailey—particularly their
marriage record. Although I've not located George’s
birth record, his marriage record states he was born
October 28, 1857, in Pembroke, New Hampshire, to
John and Sophronia (Chase) Bailey. George immi-
grated to Canada in 1887 and married Henrietta
Buzzell in 1890 in Derby, Orleans County, Vermont.
The couple had ten children and lived in Saint-Jean,
Iberville, and Magog, Quebec. George died in Magog
on March 2, 1924.

Denise Couture, Montreal, Quebec

couden2014@gmail.com

I'm looking for information about the parents of my
grandfather John Fenwick Cullinen/Cullinan, who
was born March 13, 1876. On his 1919 marriage
record, John gave his parents’ names as John Cullinen
and Louisa Baxter; his birthplace as Kittery, Maine;
and his religion as Episcopalian, but I have found no
corresponding documentation. John said his parents
were killed in a horse and buggy accident when he
was six or seven years old and he was raised by an
uncle, Michael J. Cullinan. In 1918, John was living in
Patten, Penobscot County, Maine. He was widowed
prior to marrying my grandmother, Mary (May)
Agnes (Fitzpatrick) Kunzler, on November 3, 1919, in
Woodstock, New Brunswick. I know nothing about his
first marriage. John also lived in Vermont and Massa-
chusetts. He died in Ayer, Mass., on March 9, 1951.
Carol Bernard, Clifton, Virginia
cbzid@aol.com

My ancestor Timothy Conant was born May 31, 1751,
in Bridgewater, Massachusetts, and died March 5,
1826, in Rehoboth, Mass. He served in the Revolu-
tion. Timothy and his wife Sarah Perry (1752-1826)
had five children. Some of their descendants claim

AmericanAncestors.org/american-ancestors-magazine -

that Roger Conant—who founded Salem, Mass.—was
Timothy’s ancestor. I would like to believe it, but I
cannot identify Timothy’s father. Timothy’s birth
record in Bridgewater describes him as Timothy
“Conant alias Bassett son of Thankfull Bassett” No
father is listed. Another entry on the page for a
different birth is similar in wording. Does this
language imply something specific, like the father
dying or abandoning the family? Frederick Odell
Conant’s 1887 Conant genealogy lists Timothy in a
section of “Conants Whose Origin is Untraced”
Some online trees appear to confuse our Timothy
with “Timothy II (Blackman) Conant,” b. February
20, 1770, the son of another Timothy (b. 1732 in
Bridgewater) and Hannah Blackman, who were
married in 1754. This latter Timothy also served in
the Revolution but died during the war. I am eager to
resolve this brick wall. Every time I drive by Roger
Conant’s statue in Salem, I'm pretty sure he smirks at me.
Eric Schultz, Boxford, Massachusetts
ericbschultz@gmail.com

I am looking for parents and siblings of my ancestor
John Nokes, who was born about 1750, possibly in
New York. John Nokes was in Rensselaer Manor,
New York, during the Revolutionary War and was a
member of Yates’s Regiment. His wife’s first name was
Clement/Clemente. They had at least five children:
George; Simon (wife Clarissa); Stephen (d. 1820 at
Noyan, Quebec); and two unnamed daughters, one
of whom was the wife of Joseph Summerix. John died
in 1819 in Swanton, Vermont. The mystery of John’s
origins has seriously vexed us for the past 60 years.
We know of Nokes families in New England and New
York during the 17th and 18th centuries, but we have
never been able to make connections with them.
Gary Nokes
nokesg@myfairpoint.net
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BROUGHTTO YOU BY
THE BRUE FAMILY
programs & tOI"S e ~ LEARNING CENTER

Online Learning Opportunities
Members now Our commitment to bringing you quality genealogical, historical, and cultural online program-
save 10%on online | ming continues. From free online lectures to multi-day online seminars, we have something for
seminars! everyone. Mark your calendars and get ready to expand your family history horizons. Registra-
tion for our online programs typically opens one month prior to the broadcast. Learn more at
AmericanAncestors.org/events.

MAY 2023 JULY 2023
5/8. ... AMERICAN INSPIRATION AUTHOR EVENT Chad L. 76 ..., ONLINE LECTURE Researching Black Patriots and
Williams with The Wounded World: W. E. B. Loyalists During the American Revolution, FREE
Du Bois and the First World War, FREE /7 ONLINE LECTURE Villa Astor: Paradise Restored on
Starting 5/10. . . ONLINE SEMINAR Pennsylvania Research: Four the Amalfi Coast, FREE
Centuries of History and Genealogy, 4 weeks, $ /4 ) P AMERICAN INSPIRATION AUTHOR EVENT
Y4 | R ONLINE LECTURE Huguenot Family History Alex Prud’homme with Dinner with the
Resources, FREE President: Food, Politics, and a History of Breaking
518 ..cccean... ONLINE LECTURE “Israel Is We": Jewish Americans Bread at the White House, FREE
and the New Nation State, FREE Starting 7/12 ... ONLINE SEMINAR Quaker Research, 3 weeks, $
5/23........... AMERICAN INSPIRATION AUTHOR EVENT Mark Lee 715 .o ONLINE SEMINAR Massachusetts Research: Four
Gardner with The Earth Is All That Lasts: Crazy Centuries of History and Genealogy, $
Horse, Sitting Bull, and the Last Stand of the Great ~ 7/18 ........... AMERICAN INSPIRATION AUTHOR EVENT Leah Myers
Sioux Nation, $ with Thinning Blood: A Memoir of Family, Myth,
5/25........... ONLINE LECTURE Getting Started in Lithuanian and Identity, FREE
Family History Research, FREE 7/20........... ONLINE LECTURE Getting Started in Ohio
Research, FREE
JUNE 2023
6/5. . i, AMERICAN INSPIRATION VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT AUGUST 2023
Dror Goldberg with Easy Money: American Puritans  Starting 8/2 ... ONLINE SEMINAR Researching Atlantic Canada,
and the Invention of Modern Currency, FREE 5 weeks, $
@Ba00000000000 ONLINE LECTURE What's New at American 8/3-8/5........ ONLINE SEMINAR Genealogical Skills Bootcamp, $
Ancestors, FREE See description on page 15
6/8-6/10....... ONLINE SEMINAR Spring Virtual Stay-at-Home, $ 8/8. i, AMERICAN INSPIRATION VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT
See description on page 15 Elliot Bostwick Davis and John Taylor Williams
6/14........... ONLINE SEMINAR Researching Impoverished with lluminating Summer Art Colonies, FREE
Ancestors, 3 weeks, $ 8/10........... ONLINE LECTURE Stories from the Archives:
6/15........... ONLINE LECTURE Understanding Calendar Scrapbooks, FREE
Systems in Family History Research, FREE 8/24........... ONLINE LECTURE Applying to Revolutionary War
6/20........... AMERICAN INSPIRATION VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT Lineage Societies, FREE
Jonathan Eig with King: A Life, FREE 8/26........... ONLINE SEMINAR Getting the Lay of the Land:
6/29........... ONLINE LECTURE Self-Publishing Your Family Using American Land Deeds in Your Family
History: A Panel Discussion, FREE History Research, $
8/29........... AMERICAN INSPIRATION VIRTUAL AUTHOR EVENT

Dean King with Guardians of the Valley: John Muir

$ indicates a paid program ’ ; )
and the Friendship That Saved Yosemite, FREE
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At-Home Research Programs

VIRTUAL Spring Stay-At-Home
June 8-10, 2023
Cost: $375; Members save 10%

Make real headway in your research! In this three-
day online experience, you will learn about essential
resources and new research strategies through staff lec-
tures, real-time demonstrations, one-on-one consulta-
tions, and other activities. Whether you are an advanced
researcher or a beginner, this virtual program will give
you the necessary skills and knowledge to continue your
family history research online from home.

This program includes:

« Six lectures and access to recordings

o Lecture handouts and materials

+ Two one-on-one consultations

« Demo and activity sessions with our experts and
other participants

VIRTUAL Summer Genealogical Skills Bootcamp
August 3-5, 2023
Cost: $375; Members save 10%

Take your research skills to the next level! With the
sheer number of online resources at your fingertips,
you might be tempted to dive into your family history
research without any formal genealogical training. This
intensive three-day online program will set you on the
right path to getting the most out of your family history
research and teach you how to tackle genealogical prob-
lems like a pro. Topics include strategies for analyzing
records, online research, breaking down genealogical
brick walls, and more.

This program includes:

« Twelve lectures and access to recordings

« Lecture handouts and materials

« Demo and activity sessions with our experts and
other participants

*Schedule is subject to change.

AmericanAncestors.org/american-ancestors-magazine sabi
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Archived webinars, subject guides,
downloads, and more

Missed a past webinar? Want to learn more about
a particular subject at your own pace? Looking
for easy-to-use templates to help keep your
research organized? Discover the hundreds of
resources waiting for you at our Online Learning
Center at AmericanAncestors.org/education/
learning-resources. All of these resources are free
and available to the public. You will need to log
in to your member or guest account to access the
content.

o Watch instructional videos and

archived webinars at our video library:
AmericanAncestors.org/video-library

o Read research guides on a variety of topics:
AmericanAncestors.org/tools/research-guides

» Download charts, family group sheets,

and other organizing templates:
AmericanAncestors.org/tools/research-templates

023 American Ancestors
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BROUGHTTO YOU BY

THE BRUE FAMILY
LEARNING CENTER

AmericanAncestors.org/events

Genealogical Travel Is Back! Upcoming Research Tours & Programs*

Not all records and family history resources are online! Its time to explore the archives, libraries, and other reposito-
ries essential to the success of your family history project. American Ancestors offers a wide variety of guided research
tours and extended programs for family historians at all skill levels. Benefit from special orientations and tutorials, one-
on-one consultations, informative lectures, cultural excursions, and more. Register at AmericanAncestors.org/events.

Upstate New York Research Tour, Albany, NY

May 16-20, 2023

Explore the New York State Library and the New York
State Archives with experts from American Ancestors
by your side. This popular tour includes individual con-
sultations, lectures from experts, and group meals.
Members: Single $1,750; Double $1,500/each; Double with non-researching

guest $1,995; Commuter $950. Nonmember registration: Add $150 to the
above prices.

Scottish Research Tour, Edinburgh, Scotland, UK
June 18-25, 2023

Have you dreamed of visiting Edinburgh to research

your Scottish ancestors? Let American Ancestors be

your guide! Receive research assistance and support as

you comb through 500 years of Scottish history at the

National Archives of Scotland and ScotlandsPeople.
Tour includes:

 Research at National Archives of Scotland and
ScotlandsPeople Centre
o One-on-one consultations with our genealogists
o Lectures from our genealogists and local experts
o Seven-night stay in the heart of Edinburgh
Member registration: Single $3,650; Double $2,950/each; Double

with non-researching guest $3,900; Commuter $1,995. Nonmember
registration: Add $150 to the above prices.

Join us on a genealogic