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20t Century
Immigration

Immigration in the 20th Century

* By the 1900s, immigration was running at an all-
time high

* The influx of those who looked and dressed
differently from the Anglo-Saxons was beginning
to cause concerns among some

* Settlement patterns were suggesting a sense of
isolation among certain ethnicities
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Why Head to America?

Unskilled laborers could find many types of jobs
in a growing urban community

* Abject poverty in certain countries

* Chain migration of families

* Improved methods of travel, faster ships

* Pogroms against the Jewish continued to escalate

“New” Immigrants

* Appeared less likely to assimilate into American
life, preferring to congregate together apart from
others in America

» Came from southern and eastern Europe with
new religions, manners, style of dress

* Unskilled men who often came, not to settle, but
to work a few months to make money

* Concentrated in industrial centers

Too Many Immigrants

* A closing of the Golden Door” has begun:
— Immigration Act of 1882
— Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882
— Alien Contract Labor Laws of 1885, 1887

* Third Major Immigration Wave, 1890-1914

* Inception of INS Service in 1906

* Dillingham Commission, 1907-1910
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Dillingham Commission

* Act of Congress, 20 February 1907, created a
commission, headed by William P. Dillingham, to
examine the “immigrant question.”

* The commission consisted of three senators
appointed by the President of the Senate; three
members of the House of Representatives
appointed by the Speaker of the House; and three
persons appointed by the President of the United
States.

7
Dillingham Commission
* Senators: * House of Representatives:
— William P. Dillingham, — Benjamin E Howell
chairman — William S. Bennett
— Henry Cabot Lodge — John L. Burnett
— Asbury C. Latimer (d. 20 Feb.
1908) *  Appt. by President:
— Anselm J. McLaurin (appt. 25 — Charles P. Neill
Feb. 1908; d. 22 Dec. 1908) — Jeremiah W. Jenks
— Le Roy Percy (appt. 16 March — William R. Wheeler
1910)
8
William Paul Dillingham Henry Cabot Lodge
Dillingham Commiss
9
3
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REPORTS, OF THE DINIGRATION CONMISSION l . Ofﬁqally Submitted to
1 | the Committee on
STATISTICAL REVIEW OF INMIGRATION : .
PALS | Immigration - December
; - ( 5,1910
DISTRIBUTION OF IMMIGRANTS

* Printed in 1911

CONTENTS.

1850-1900

OF IMMIGRATION, 1820-1910,
20 o 1900...

Dillingham Commission Report

10

TapLE 38.—Number of immigrants whose passage was paid by self or

vears 1908, 1909, and 1910, by

Raco or peopls.
selt. |Relative,

Dillingham Commission Report

11

Immigrant Restriction League

* Founded in 1894 in Boston by Charles Warren,

Robert DeCourcy Ward, and Prescott F. Hall

¢ All three were Boston Brahmin Harvard alumni of the
class of 1889

* Warren & DeCourcy Ward were Mayflower
descendants while Hall’s ancestors arrived from
England in the 1600s

Believed that immigrants from southern and eastern
Europe were ethnically inferior to Anglo-Saxons

12
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* 27 Sep 1868 — 28 May
1921

* Also served as general
secretary of the National
Association of
Immigration Restriction

Prescott F. Hall

4/24/2023

Leagues
¢ The IRL disbanded after
his death
13
merican Public Prablems 346 ‘Appendix

IMMIGRATION

AND ITS EFFECTS UPON
THE UNITED STATES

[
PRESCOTT F. HALL, AR, LLE.

&

NEW YORE
HENRY HOLT AND COMPANY
1986

Book by Prescott F. Hall

BACIAL GOMIOSITION OF CITY SLUMS

wenth Special Report of the Commissoner
60-164)

Bavmion
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The comparative degree of > of foregoing clements 6f
shums is 25 Toilows {of the bove-mertioned TooF i

14

PUSLICATIONS OF THE IMIGRATION BESTRICTION LELSEE do. 31,

Immigga(lqn Figures for 1908.

homparisen.of. the Fiscal Years ending June 30, 1902 and 1803,

Immigration
Restriction League:

* Attracted prominent
scholars and philanthropists
predominantly from New

England
Used books, pamphlets,
meetings, newspaper and
journal articles to campaign
Promoted alienist and
xenophobic ideas

* Also promoted eugenics

15
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PUBLICATIONS OF THE IMMIGRATION RESTRICTION LEASUE Mo, 38,

Immigration Figures for 1803,

al of I

\.ﬂpumphrisun of. the Fiscal Years ending June 30, 1902 and 1903,

o 1oz, 002
Total i 64B.743 857,046
32

33 76

108 175

. 183 274
51429 9,316

ol L1

165,105 189,008
83 ;5.0

is year aver last,
sd

Immigration Restriction League
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16

— gew

from countries
[ See

138700 203,689
2.4 23.8

480.331 610,813

74.0 713
22,271 20,966
P 34 3.8
n s . . . 16 19
Per cent. of mts who have been in the
United States before . . ., . 95 8g
Per cent. of total immigration having no occupa-
tion, including women and children . .. 23.6 23.3
Per cent. of t n who were farm-labor-
ers, vants P 60.6 575
Per cent. of total im n destined for the four
States of Ill., N.Y., and Pa. . . 67.8 65.4

Immigration Restriction League

17

Chinese Exclusion Acts

Act of 5 July 1884: excluded all Chinese regardless
of which country they emigrated from

» Actof 1 Oct 1888: Denied re-entry to Chinese
laborers who had not returned by that date

* Act of 5 May 1892: Extended all previous Chinese
exclusion laws by 10 years

Act of 29 April 1902: Again extended previous
Chinese exclusion laws for another 10 years

18
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Angel Island (San Francisco)
* Opened in 1910

S ImmigrationStation. Angel Islond, Cal.

* Approximately
175,000 Chinese

came through here

* Average detention
was 2-3 weeks

* Some were held for
a few months

A few were forced to
remain here for

nearly 2 years

19

Chinese Exclusion Acts

The exclusion acts
prompted Chinese to
create “paper sons.”

Strict and detailed
interrogations resulted

in the “paper sons”
having to study

complete family trees,
information about
hometowns, and more.

20

Asiatic Barred Zone
ion Act of 1917

Asiatic Barred Zone

Moder tamatina!

21
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European vs Asian Immigration

00000
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200000

20th Century Immigration

22

Beginning of Quota System

* Act of May 19, 1921

* Set the annual quota for each nationality group at
3% of the number of foreign-born persons of that
national origin as enumerated in the 1910 census

* Asiatic barred zone immigrants still denied

* Exempted certain classes of alien

23

Act of May 19, 1921

* Was intended to:

— Limit immigration of people from Northern and
Western Europe

— Stop the “growing hordes” from Southern and
Eastern Europe

* Was a temporary measure, set to expire on 30 June
1924

24
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Act of May 19, 1921

* Did not apply to:
— Government officials & their households
— Aliens in transit through U.S.

— Lawfully admitted aliens going through foreign
contiguous territory en route to another part of U.S.

— Alien visitors for business or pleasure

— Aliens whose immigration regulated by immigration
treaty

— Aliens who resided continuously for at least 1 year in a
Western Hemisphere country

— Aliens under 18, who are children of citizens

25

Act of May 19, 1921

* Three provisos:

— Total allowed per month limited to 20% of annual
quota

— Quota exemption to those:
 Temporarily visiting abroad

« Certain professional classes

* Domestic servants

— Granted preference “so far as possible” to wives,
parents, brothers, sisters, children under 18, and
fiancées of citizens

26

National Quota Act of 1924

* Reduced total immigration to 150,000

* Adjusted the formula for calculating the quotas:
— From 3% of 1910 nationality
— To 2% of 1890 nationality
— Minimum of 100 immigrants

* Quota preference up to 50% of each country to
unmarried children under 21, parents and spouses of
citizens

* Non-quota Exemptions include U.S. women who
previously lost their citizenship by marriage

27
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National Quota Act of 1924

* Heavily weighted to limit the southern and
eastern Europeans from gaining entry

* The “national origins” system became fully
operational in 1929

* Capped total immigration outside of Western
Hemisphere to 150,000

* Averaged out to 5 northwestern Europeans to 1
southeastern European

28

1924 Act Effect on Immigration

1901-1910

© OL6T-T€6T

29

Displaced Persons Act

June 25, 1948

* Created a non-quota status for certain displaced

person as a result of World War II

* Admitted some 400,000 people over four years

President Truman felt that this act took quota

spaces away from others already on the quota
waiting list

30
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otogesh WAR RELIEF SERVICES-
Idiidcl NATIONAL CATHOLIC WELFARE CONFERENCE
Family Group
(Please Print Name on Back ARRLEATLOMNEOREMIGRATLOM.
of Photo and Clip Photo
to this Form) REQUEST FOR ASSURANCE

NEW YORK COD=Na.  »0 SPONSOR
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Records of the Displaced Persons Commission [DPC]
www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/278.html
34
i )e
www.archives.gov/research/guide-fed-records/groups/278.html
35
Immigration & Naturalization
1952
e Act of June 27, 1952
* Act from which all present-day immigration and
naturalization laws stem
* Vetoed by Pres. Truman, but Congress over-rode
his veto
* Had 407 sections in four titles (compared to 44
sections of 1907 Act)
* Current Immigration & Naturalization Act has
507 sections in five titles
36
12
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Truman’s Veto

« .. that Americans with

English or Irish names

were better people and

better citizens than

Americans with Italian

or Greek or Polish

names... It violates the

great political doctrine

of the Declaration of

Independence that ‘all

men are created equal”

37
r
Truman’s Comments

Alien Act of 1798 Act of 1952

* Gave the Attorney * Gave the President power
General many powers in to depart any alien
determining what deemed “dangerous to the
immigrants could come peace and safety of the
into the country. United States.”

* “Seldom has a bill * “Aliens were ... frightened
exhibited the distrust and citizens much
evidenced here for citizens  disturbed by that threat to
and aliens alike..” liberty”

38
Walter-McCarran Act - 1952
* Established a preference system that determined
which ethnic groups were desirable immigrants
* Placed great importance on labor qualifications
* Defined 3 types of immigrants:
— Immigrants with special skills or relatives who
were U.S. Citizens
— Average immigrants (number not to exceed
270,000)
— Refugees
39
13
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Imm. & Nat. Act of 1965

* October 3, 1965

Eliminated the national-origins quotas that began
in 1924

* Also known as the Hart-Celler Act

Established a new immigration policy based on
reuniting immigrant families and attracting
skilled labor to the U.S.

40

Hart-Celler Act - 1965

Policies put into effect in 1965 would dramatically
change the demographic makeup of the American
population

* Three decades following passage saw more than
18 million legal immigrants enter the U.S.

* That was more than three times the number
admitted the previous 30 years

41

End of the 20t Century

* Hart-Celler Act of 1965 changed the face of the
American population

* In the 1950s more than half of all immigrants
were European and 6% were Asians

* In the 1990s only 16% were European and 31%
were Asian

* Between 1965-2000 highest number of
immigrants (at 4.3 million) came from Mexico

42

14
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Immigration Reform & Control
Act

* Became law 6 November 1986

* Was intended to address illegal immigration

* Made it illegal to hire illegal immigrants

Legalized certain seasonal undocumented
migrants who had entered the U.S. before 1
January 1982

* Did not appear to curb illegal immigration

43

Homeland Security Act of 2002

* Created the Department of Homeland Security
— Immigration and Naturalization Service (INS) fell
under new DHS
— INS became U.S. Citizenship & Immigration
Service (USCIS)

» Still allows two legal methods of immigration:
— Temporary (non-immigrant) admission

— Permanent (immigrant) admission (gets a green
card)

44

QUESTIONS?

15
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Passenger Lists
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“ STATES IMMIGRATION OFFICER AT PORT OF ARRIVAL ~ ~ *
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49

s for Genealogists

Start Your Family Research Popular Topics

=

Genealogy News

Nati
Arc

Events Tools for Genealogists

A= ¢ e Washingion,BC &

https://www.archives.gov/research/genealogy

50

1880 Census Supplemental Forms: Defective, Dependent, and Delinquent Classes

Immigration Forms

Passenger Lists

Military Forms

Immigration Forms

51
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War Brides Act
* December 28, 1945

Established brides and children of veterans as
non-quota status immigrants

* For the purpose of the Act established that WWII
began December 7, 1941, and ceased “upon the
termination of hostilities as declared by the
President or by a joint resolution of Congress”

Race could not bar an alien spouse from entry

4/24/2023

52

S.S. Queen Elizabeth - 1947

e 585 Vo

setdhon J‘ S

APR.6. 19,3,
XA,

ks

) 5
y e 657 '
s 0
k= NoldkY | aanons 19:!.6?29’ ‘NoRuaY ‘2);:47"[/

Rep nax
Mo .

)
] WS it aga,

Voion | 2|
mjzm "

| wgoor oy,
138, 4

Austanua | Sypusy

U SA. |commaGn roren /wr/. I

53

et s a4 it gt o s
om e g mt cal hank paces

nealy orgiaciod By whet e aceition i o o 5 e
of sooraions foun n tht space. e amexplanation ofeach. Every empt s hees

- st ko s
1t o exampie. o 1 he oxupiao ol Wate o o caegry e xamples

and o Pt Lt i ot JewishGen EAQ. The

it Margin

[ In the Name
Column

In the Occupation Column.

At
pai ]

Nationality and Citizenship ..

www.jewishgen.org/infofiles/manifests/

54

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

18



Class 4: Passenger Lists

4/24/2023

Requred b th reguitons 5f the

5S /m/n/mu/ sailing /mm /u/n%

""3
W s Ly o s By 2 /4‘1 4

H s
ey

Hlea MY s Ao v)(

Carcp Groee H A borettc i Kumis 2
Sietel Yol |"// ot Al e s //,( «/,&//:.«:.44 A

ot '

55

B L T — Vi

)
STATES IMMIGRA ()X OF AT PORT OF ARRIV,

= ii — -
'/;/’ Bustin &n’nl
2 jo » Aot horm.
PO v Pickneie
. + Sadthova
. s + Pubrika
1 > i . :m.‘
v vy 3 + Duchuimnne
.,7L ,,,»M) MAW.u?uﬂ/& i on
(N A5 Ity 1 =R o o &t Hisrin Ml
a 4~~ ' H frn— Lo e

Ay 4t

] 7& T s T X
ad /»7 = ,»ww.)- 44,1,, 2 e £y Moo
{ } “ Ly P ;/n.,., % I gt R r:/w«./ Bl

56

RECORD OF ALIENS HELD FOR SPECLAL INQUIRY
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RECORD OF ALIENS HELD FOR SPECLAL INQUIRY

s A
TETTEi LG = —

e L
=~ = il

i S

2

= — i
Trirrri = == = 1

12 S aion 5 G

3

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

20



Class 4: Passenger Lists

4/24/2023

RECORD OF ALIENS HELD FOR SPECIAL INGUIRY

RG 85 Case Files

* Often referred to as Entry 9 files

* U.S. Subject Index to Correspondence and Case
Files of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service, 1903-1959

* On microfilm (publication T458)
* On Ancestry.com

* The records generated from detention of,
investigation of, or questions about immigrants.

62

Case Files

U.S. Subject Index to Correspondence and Case Files of the
Immigration and Naturalization Service, 1903-1959

Search 7=

63

21
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Subject Index — T458

Hosp-Treatmt — Diseased - WLLIS ISLAND, New York -

. 53,406-20. INSANE prior authy Miss Yanaga from Gu

melancholia - $1000 b4 Jan.1912 ;
53,293-181 OUPLAINT re food - ¥V comnerta ra tiair
S Angratitude  Tulvil9ll
-53,370-694 ADMITTED immediately on arrival a/c urgent
nature of case hydrophobia - immorul actress

Porto Rico; Al 1) Noy--.
© 54,202-17 {lmruep?l iun-'.l?gf: 138ve mg £9%y 1.‘1'}“ arri-§
b vals including seamen be treated at the EI

3 Hosrital instead of outside hospitals 10-3-19|
54,503-20  Bur to EI re facilities for determining prop.
er test for clonorchiasis. 11/23/2ln.

54,670-674 il re charges ve father of alien Ellen Cotte:

trtd for ringworm of scalps

4/24/2023

64

R4 202.1%

Subject Index

+53,370-694 ADUITTED immediately on arrival a/c urgent

naturs of case hydrophobia - 4mmorul actres
on Torto Rico; Alyna Lina Mov-1911

While Alyna Lina was listed in the
Subject Index because of her Ellis Island
hospital admission, she was detained
for an entirely different reason.

65

Entry 9 Case Files

66
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57 |
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67
Possible Records
* BSI and Detainee lists * Bonds
* Detention Cards * Court records
* Medical certificatesand * Verification of landing
other health records
* Records generated by
* Board of Special Inquiry  county officials
interviews
¢ Arrest warrants
* Correspondence .
* Deportation warrants
* Bills for expenses
69
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Index Card - B Deportations - B -1

Deportations,

= MENU

Name Index, ca. 1893 - €a. 1932

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/4

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/

75
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Border Crossings

Border Crossings

* Canada to the U.S.: Lists begun in 1895

* Mexico to the U.S.: Lists begun in 1903

* Border Patrol established as part of National
Origins Act

77

www.Ancestry.com

78

26
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Canada to US Borders

79
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U.S., Border Crossings from Canada to U.S., 1895-
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ow Mew e [y

Relsted data collections.

80

All U.S., Border Crossings from Canada to U.S., 1895-1960 results
for clarence oulette

Your seareh oo
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Soct st orimages
Canada to US Border Crossing

81
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Related data collections

85

ancestry

i Hama

Ao

Mexico to US Borders
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87

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

4/24/2023

29



Class 4: Passenger Lists

4/24/2023
QUESTIONS?
[ ]
Visa Files
* 1July 1924 - 31 March ~ * Proof of birth, including
1944 the names of parents
* Only retained for * Residence five years
permanent residents preceding
* Not digitized * Medical or personal
+ US. Citizenship and affidavit
Immigration Services * Photograph!
90
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4384214

. Immigration Visas, 1924-1944

91

ICANS

AMER
AND THE HOLOCAUST

What did Refugees Need to Uhialn a
US Visain the 1930s?

As the Nazi regime’s attacks intensified in the late 19305, hundreds of thousands
of Jews in Germany tried to immigrate to the United States. To enter the United
States, each person needed an immigration visa stamped into his or her passport.

It was du‘fcuu o get the e CeIsATy pApEI T leave unrmany, and US
visas t0 obtain. The process could take years.

EXPLORE THE SEVEN STEPS THAT WERE REQUIRED FOR THOSE SEEKING TO
IMMIGRATE TO THE UNITED STATES.

o Register for the Waiting List

Between 1938-1941, US lawallowed only [
27,370 immigration visas per year to be s
issued to people born in Germany or #a .

§
v

CY

92

Gaftad States of Asrica.
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Visa — Erna Brunell

ATFIOAIE TN LINU G PATIFORT.
evites of Barostons,
e Cite =
Sonduice Gaseraiof the

%, Fros SOBIL, do solemly sveer that:

alant, ersany, and
e ,..m.. et Fetaton Havarso, Gaiie sezon,

2) T was born on April 14, 1893 st Cologae, Germaayi

25 v, 12/2 1ns

B

ST
USEUM
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4/24/2023
Airline Arrivals
95
:
96
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Unitnd States Address

*Airline & Flight No~ or Vessel of Arrival
.,

M wmau PRICA e

Haenship) V«w«n Nv»« 4
6ERran (U5 € =23 Do

uunp- ded At

ermanent Address

Nowv 4 /su
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ER famm y-.ﬁ—- —4
Visa Tnsued Al C\-A- v sC
lh« Vivw MBH — PA ‘ hid ‘
SRR [uv. /961

Airline Arrival

4/24/2023
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\ eENERAL |7
DEC! ATIONS. T

FLIGHT ROUTING |
(“Piace’” Column shways to llet origi.
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Airline Arrival Manifest

i s “&1_..*,:?_'_

DECLARATION OF HEALTH
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100

Alien Registration

4/24/2023

Alien Registration Forms

World War |
1917-1918

Coverage varied by state
Large record loss

Arizona, Kansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana,
Minnesota, North
Carolina, North Dakota
and Nebraska.

AR-2
1940-1944
Federal

All non-citizens of the
United States

Majority born between
1875 and 1910

101

AR-2 Form of Anna Beczkala

102
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Form AR-3 Registration
fumber 1

ALIEN REGISTRATION RECEIPT CARD

On Chin

¢/o Restaurant
35 Pell Street,
New York, Ne Y.

KEEP THIS CARD. Keep a record of the number.

Alien Registration Cards

This Alien Registration Reeeipt
Corl sbould be sent to the Alien
riment
of Justice, Washington, D. C., (1] if
i85 Found ue 13 I the person named
lwreon deperts from the United
States, ar becomes naturalized,
diex.

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JusTICE
IMMIGRATION AND NATURALIZATION SERVICE.
ALIEN REGISTRATION DIVISION

WASHINGTON,D.C.  +

To the Registrant:

Your registration under the Alien Registration Act,
1940, has been received and given the number shown above
your name. This card, is your receipt, and is evidence

only of such registration. In writ the Department
istice about yourself, always the number on

!
' o
hix card,
i
i ( -

ADDRESS REPORTS—Read Carefully

The Allen Registration Act, 1994, requices all resident aliens
hanige of address within § days of ouch change,
Other alieny, far exsmaple: Visitors, seudents, and athers not ad.
‘mitted for permancnt residence in the United States, must repos
their address every 3 months whether they change these address

reports.  Adireas Ietters and reports (0 the Alien Reglatration
Bivislon, Departiment of Justice, Washington, D. C.
When reporting, give bath your number and name.

103

Alien Registration Cards

104

Slectronie Aesding Room

fresclon o formation
2nd Privacy Act PO}

Qntet s 0

Forms  Newsoom  Clzenshp  GreenCard  Laws  Tosls

Topes
Records Genealogy

- About the Genealogy Program

st ot Beuest

How Does the Process Work?

Soch out She a Signin v

Court ot the orthern Diste
20 4588305,

SSN—

m Doyouhsves
s numbi?

www.uscis.gov/records/genealogy

105
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4/24/2023

- Do you havea
file number?

Yes No

N N2

Request Name
You may want to consider 2 q 9 2 (@

Moyt Index Search
an Index Search since one Negative

person may have multiple \1, Response

records and file numbers.

Request File by Positive Response
Q Number & Leterdentifies fles by

o st number with instructions.

oé Receive Copies of
Record of Files

www.uscig.gov/records/genealogy

106

%

Recons Searching the Index

Whose Records and Files Are Indexed? ~
How Do We Search? v
What Should | Expect? ~

www.uscig.gov/records/genealogy

107

Passport

108
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4/24/2023

Passports

* Standardized by
agreement of League of
Nations, latter part of

PASPOORT

1920

* Revised in 1947
* Were in use before 1920

109
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

111
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4/24/2023

AmericanAncestors.org/navigating-
passenger-lists-arrivals-united-states-2023

7 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give

Navigating Passenger Lists: Arrivals to the United States 2023

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

112

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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