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Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Early Passenger Lists

Navigating Passenger 
Lists: Arrivals to the 
United States

1600s

1600s
• The earliest of 

immigrants to what 
would become America:
– St. Augustine, Florida

– 1565
– Jamestown, Virginia 

– 1607
– Plymouth, 

Massachusetts –
1620

– New Amsterdam,
New York – 1626 
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Why did they come?
Some came for religious reasons

Some were motivated from a wanderlust

Some looked forward to a great adventure

Some were looking for a better life

Some weren’t given the choice, but were sent as a penalty for their 
crimes in England

Show Me the Lists
• There are no passenger manifests, as we know 

them, in existence for this early period.

• There may be compiled records that show lists of
individuals who immigrated to these early 
settlements and others.

The Mayflower Compact
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Published Lists

Show Me the Lists
• Volumes such as this 

one compiled by John 
Camden Hotten offer 
some lists for the early 
arrivals to the American 
Colonies.

Show Me the Lists
• With few exceptions, the lists that are used for 

those arriving before 1820 are compiled in books.

• In most instances they have been taken from 
records located in the old country.

• The records in question could be court records, 
emigration lists, newspapers and more that have 
allowed the author to create the list.
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Where to Find Published Lists
• Most comprehensive publication of lists in books 

would be P. William Filby’s Passenger and 
Immigration Lists Index

• Originally published in 1981 with annual 
supplements

• Now on Ancestry.com

Ancestry.com

Filby on Ancestry.com
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Entry from Filby

Hotten

Thomas Carter, age 25

Tip
Most published lists 

are indexed in P. 
William Filby’s
compilation

13

14

15

Class 2: Passenger Lists

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



4/10/2023

6

Filby on Ancestry.com

Entry from Filby

Great Migration
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Great Migration

Hotten

Where Did Hotten Find His 
Info?
• As mentioned in A History 

of Newfoundland from the 
English, Colonial, and 
Foreign Records

• Charles I suspected New 
England’s loyalty and 
compelled people heading 
to the American colonies to 
sign oaths of allegiance
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A History of Newfoundland

Tip
See if you can locate 
the original records

discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/browse/r/h/C6602
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E157 Exchequer Records

www.findmypast.co.uk

www.findmypast.co.uk
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www.findmypast.co.uk

TNA E157 on FindMyPast

This is the Thomas Carter found in Hotten’s volume.

Thomas Carter - Transcript
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Thomas Carter, Original Image

Thomas Carter – Ship Info

The Great Migration, 1620-1640

A directory of identified 
immigrants 1620-1640

Resulted in 10 volumes of 
sketches from 1620 to 1635

A study project
• 3-volume The Great 

Migration Begins
– Covers 1620-1633

• 7-volume The Great 
Migration: Immigrants 
to New England 1634-
1635

• The Great Migration 
Directory
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AmericanAncestors.org

Sources Used in Great 
Migration

• Passenger Lists

• Lists of Freemen

• Colony and Court 
Records

• Notarial Records

• Town Records

• Vital Records

• Land Records

• Church Records

• Journals and Letters

• Miscellaneous

QUESTIONS?
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The Complete Book of Emigrants
• Uses English sources

• Identifies individuals 
going to all colonies of 
the “New World”

The Complete Book of Emigrants

FindMyPast.co.uk
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The Complete Book of Emigrants

https://www.bl.uk/subjects/manuscripts-and-archives

https://www.bl.uk/subjects/manuscripts-and-archives
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Barrington Papers

New Amsterdam

Dutch West India Company
• Helped populate the Dutch colony

• Brought:
– Germans
– English
– Walloons (French speakers from present day 

Belgium)

• Sephardic Jews arrived from Brazil in 1654
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Ancestry.com

Ancestry

Holland Society of New York, 
1902
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Holland Society Year Book, 1902

1700s

Germans in Pennsylvania
• Pennsylvania’s earliest settlers worried that the 

heavy influx of Germans would form their own 
colony within Pennsylvania.

• In 1727, the Pennsylvania Assembly required 
newly arriving Germans to take an “oath of 
allegiance to the king and of fidelity to the 
proprietors and the provincial constitution.”
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Printed Source
• Pennsylvania German 

Pioneers by Strassburger
and Hinke, in 3 volumes.

• Vol. 1 – 1727-1775; 
Vol. 3 – 1785-1808

• Volume 2 contains 
facsimiles of the signatures.

Strassburger and Hinke
• Took information from three lists:

– Captain’s lists, created on board
– Lists of oaths of allegiance to the king of Great 

Britain (males 16 & older, signed at courthouse)
– Lists of signers of the oath of fidelity and 

abjuration (males 16 & older, signed at 
courthouse)

• Estimated that only 2 out of 5 males recorded on 
the signed lists

Original List – Oaths of 
Allegiance

• Signatures of those taking 
the oath of the families 
arriving on the Harle, 
1 Sept 1736.

• If they were redemptioners, 
they would not have signed.
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Strassburger and Hinke

Printed and Original
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1700s
• The American Colonies were more than just a 

place for individuals to seek new opportunities.

• For many, coming from England, it was the 
colonies or the gaol—convict transportation.

• Many books have been compiled from such 
records.

NEHGS Library Catalog

Peter Wilson Coldham
• Has published many books on British emigrants

• Covers 1600s and 1700s

• Focuses on records from England
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Genealogical.vitalsource.com

Emigrants in Bondage
• Between 1614 and 1775 

approximately 50,000 
Englishmen sentenced to be 
transported to the American 
Colonies.

• A variety of records were 
combed to complete this 
volume.

Emigrants in Bondage

Eastbury, James, Sentenced to transportation for 14 years for 
stealing cloth … 1773. Gloucestershire. 

Easton, Alice, Sentenced for murder of child in Lent, Reprieved 
for transportation, 14 years, Summer 1751. Northamptonshire.  
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David Dobson
• Concentrated on Scottish emigrants

• His volumes cover 1625-1825

• Published in 7 volumes

Dobson’s Scottish Settlers

T.47/12 – Treasury Records, PRO, 
London

LGR – London Guildhall and 
Record Office

JAR – Family of Inglis of 
Auchendinny and Redhall

SA – Scotus Americanus 
(published in 1982)

Ancestry.com
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Donald Whyte
• A Dictionary of Scottish Emigrants to the U.S.A.

• Compiled from records:
– Scotland
– London
– America

• Includes emigrants from 1600s-1800s

Whyte’s Scottish Emigrants

S.P./C – Calendar of State Papers. 
Colonial Series. America and West 
Indies, 1716-17

A.P. – History of the Argyle Patent

S.H.A. – Scottish Highlanders in 
America

D.C. - Dictionary correspondence 
(with compiler)

T.47/12 – Treasury Records, PRO, 
London

American Independence
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United States of America
• The “bosom of America 

is open to receive not 
only the opulent and 
respectable stranger, 
but the oppressed and 
persecuted of all 
nations and religions, 
whom we shall 
welcome to a 
participation of all our 
rights and priviledges…”

Come to America
• European 

governments began 
to impose 
restrictions

• Normal hazards of 
the Atlantic crossing

• War conditions 
prevailing after 
1793.

Alien & Sedition Acts of 1798
• Played on the fears of a 

possible war with 
France

• Required that for 2 
years customs officials 
should record aliens 
coming into the country

• Customs to periodically 
turn over those reports 
to the Department of 
State

• Sadly few survive
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NEHG Register v.106, p. 205

NEHG Register v.106, p. 206

QUESTIONS?
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Early 1800s

But Still They Came
• Ships that carried indentured servants and 

redemptioners were still arriving.

• Vile conditions existed on emigrant vessels.

• It wasn’t until 1818 that Congress decided to do 
something about it.

1783-1815
• Estimate of arrivals for this time period are 

250,000 (no passenger lists were kept until 
1820).

• 1783-1793 averaged about 6,000 immigrants per 
anum.

• 1793-1803 averaged over 10,000 immigrants per 
anum.

• Napoleonic Wars (1803-15) – dropped to about 
3,000 per anum.

• War of 1812 – virtually no immigrants.
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Where Do the Estimates Come 
From?

• Surnames in 1790 census

• Households in 1820 and 1830 with foreigners 
identified

• Compilation volumes

• Scholarly studies

https://www.dippam.ac.uk/ied

Irish Emigration Database
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Genealogical.vitalsource.com

FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org

FamilySearch.org

Engeline Bruer
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Act of March 2, 1819
• “An act regulating passenger ships and 

vessels” was the result of the especially high 
mortality rates on these vessels. Epidemics of 
typhus, cholera, and smallpox motivated 
Congress.

• The act limited the number of passengers a 
ship could carry.

• For those ships leaving the U.S. it outlined the 
provisions required for each passenger.

• It established the manifesting of all passengers 
on board.

The first steps taken…
• These early issues with immigration and 

naturalization were the building blocks for 
subsequent laws.

• Two major steps were created during this time:
– The option to deport an undesirable immigrant
– The requirement to list on a manifest all persons 

on board a ship docking at the United States.

Reference
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Reference
• Published volumes detailing history of 

immigration

• Concentrate on history of your ethnicity

• Turned to scholarly articles for their footnotes 
and bibliography

Published Volumes

Published Volumes
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Published Volumes

Specific Ethnicities

www.jstor.org
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www.jstor.org

JSTOR.org

JSTOR.org
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www.academia.edu

References Used

www.jstor.org
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Lots of Avenues
• Compiled lists

• Published histories

• Ethnic histories

• Online sites

• Scholarly resources

QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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