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Research in Northern Ireland

3/10/2023

* Making the most of online
records

* Archives and
library materials online

* Genealogy websites
* Other records for research

* Planning a future visit

* Unable to visit? .
+ Hiring a researcher A cabin at Glencolumbkill,

County Donegal, PRONI Flickr

Northern Ireland vs. Ulster

* Northern Ireland paF -
— Formed in 1922
— Six Counties

¢ Ulster Province
— Nine Counties

— Includes three in
Republic of Ireland

* Cavan

* Donegal
* Monaghan

General tips for Ulster research

* Know the place
— Parish name is good enough
— Townland is better

* Religion of ancestor
* Parents names

* Time period plays significant role
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Discovery of the ancestral place
WhereAis Ly AL from? The remnants of the ancestral home
Road signs, County Sligo. at Cloonainra, Co. Mayo (2014)
Photo by Judy Lucey
7
ldentify Administrative Divisions
C 0 u nty Daneou et | N
Baronies i >
Parishes = ..«.:.;,'m =
(civil and church) -
Townland
8
Placenamesni.org
Discover the origin of our local place-names
&
[ =]
Townland of
Ballycassidy,
County
@ Fermanagh @
Language Land Units Map View
9
3
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Ballycassidy, County Fermanagh
Sovvaiy | t—

Background Trory

Lower Lough Erne s

References

Additional Information

Historical name form g—

old Form Rk Date Refarance

Ballycassidy search results

3/10/2023

10

Researching Donegal,
Cavan, and

Monaghan ancestors

Where to research?

* Depends on religion and types of records

* Irish Catholic ancestry
— In Republic
* Church records
* Civil registration
* Griffith’s Primary Valuation and its records
* When to turn to Belfast
— Protestant ancestry including non-conformists
— Estate records
— PRONI has a lot of County Monaghan records

12
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Researching 17t and
18th century ancestors

3/10/2023

Works by William Roulston

Researching Researching
Presbyterian ScotsIrish/Ancestors
Ancestors in Ireland 2 ehealogical Guide'to

n'Ulster, 1600-1800

Witiam J. Rouiston

14

Record sets

17 century records

— Records related to Plantation ==

* Records of Denization and
Naturalization

— Name lists
* Hearth Money Roll
* 1659 Census

* Online at PRONI - Name
Database

18t century records
— Census substitutes

— Records related to the United
Irishmen and the 1798
Rebellion

17th Century Barony Maps ¢.1609 - Parte of the
Baronie of Knockninnie.(From collection of maps of
escheated counties of Ireland) PRONT Ref: T1652/5

15
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Genealogical records

3/10/2023

Works by David Dobson

* Books on the Ulster SCOTLAND DURING THE
Plantations, 1600-1699 oy
— Lanarkshire
— Dumfries and Galloway

The People of Lanarkshire
1600-1699

— Ayrshire
— Renfrewshire

 Lists of names

— Extracted from primary
and secondary sources

17

Dobson book on Lanarkshire

LAWSON, JAMES, nCovington,husband ofBesie Aken, testamen, 1621, ‘
Comm, tanark.

LAWSON, IAMES, bon 1650, n Clveril, e 1728 (Wakton i
LAWSON, JAMES born 1654,

i Deanhesd, died 1725, Wakston ]

bom 1654, died 722. Watston Ml LECKIE, WILLIAM,

5 April 1660, by right of his wife Marie, daughter of James Duncan a

e in 1678. [RPCS.X1.136]

testament, 161, Comm. Glasgow.

LeEs, WiLLAM,
McMath, sasines from 1690, [NAS.RS42.1X.305, etc]; deed, 1696.
(NAS RD4.79.1060)

LEGGAT, WILLIAM, in Mains of Hill ington, testament, 1625, Comm.
n iasgow,a
Glasgow
i 1678, (PGS X1136) .
LeES, ALEXANDER, a burges of Glsgow, tstamen, 1661, Comm. Glasgow LEIPER, GAVIN, in Newton o Strathaven, sasines from 1633.

[NASRSA0.VA.192, etc]

Mchtath, sasines rom 1690, [NASRSA2 X305, et dee, 1696.
A5 04.79.1060)

LEGGAT, WILLAM, nMains of Hillgton,Symingio,testamant, 1625, Corn
Glasgow

18
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Genealogical research collections

Irish genealogists
— Tenison Groves
— Gertrude Thrift
— Dr. Francis Crossle and son Philip
* Newry, County Down
* On FindMyPast.com

Extracts of records prior to 1922
— Wills and other legal documents

Rev. David Stewart
— Focus on Presbyterian families in
Down, transcripts of Presbyterian
records
— Papers at PRONI (and on
microfilm)

Four Courts Fire, Dublin, 1922

3/10/2023

19

Tenison Groves Collection, ¢.1650-
1920
* PRONI has
— 27 boxes, 20,000 copies of documents
— Database for pre-1858 wills online at PRONI
* What will you find?
— Muster rolls, militia lists, protestant householders'

survey, gravestone inscriptions and more!

* Microfilmed by Family History Library and
browseable online access at FamilySearch.org

20

Catalog record results, FamilySearch.org

21
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CountyTyrone extract of Juries lists 16005, Tenison
Groves Collection

3/10/2023

22

Registry of Deeds

.

Registry of Deeds

Records date from 1708 N

— e

Two indexes
— Grantor index (names)
+ Pre-1832 no placename
+ After 1832 includes placename
— Land index

Type of records

— Leases

— Conveyances

— Mortgages

— Wills

— Marriage contracts

Abstract books

24
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Using the records
Strengths Weaknesses
* Documents Irish * Not required to record
property history land transactions
* Not just for landed * No Grantee index
entr
gettty * Not all leases filed with
* General Grantor Registry
Indexes are best to use — May be with estate
for research records
25
Indexes
Land - Barony Castlerahan, County Grantor - Surname Wilson,
Cavan, 1828-1832 1758-1796
TR RO o v
& Bt 29 08 i |
o
i
s
s by
i gta:
o et
4 Vo 1y s
:i.‘ - R s
26
https://irishdeedsindex.net/
Registry of Deeds Index Project Ireland
S —————
Keeping In touch with the project
isk i cn Pacatectl
27
9
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scri] m s eeds, conveyances and wills, 1708~
Transcripts of memorials of deeds, conv yance and wills, 1708-1929

\ Can access
Registry of Deeds records, Family el ceemts
N . remotely from
History Librar home

3/10/2023

28

Other records for
research

Don't overlook these records

* National School records

* Occupational records
— Clergymen

* Records of organizations
— The Freemasons
— Orange Order and Lodges

* Local and family history manuscripts

30

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

10



Class 5: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

3/10/2023

National School
Records

School Records

 National school system established 1831

¢ Prior to 1831
— Hedge schools
— Private academies
— Faith based schools
* Presbyterian Day Schools
* Look at history of Congregation

* Attendance not compulsory until 1892

* PRONI has over 1600 school registers for Northern Ireland

* Most records don’t begin until 1860s

32

What will they contain?

* Name and age of child and religion

* Name of townland or street address

* Occupation of father

* Subjects studied and grades

* Sometimes notes on emigration

33

11
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How do you find them?

* Street directories
— Online at PRONI

* Ordnance Survey Maps

— Use PRONI online
Historical Map viewer

* Ordnance Survey
Memoirs
— Six counties of NI
— County Donegal
— South Ulster and its
borders (Cavan,
Monaghan, Sligo, Leitrim)

3/10/2023

34

Belmont-Eden National School, 1899
2 n_@%»&//%;mm@ SOHOOL.

) L) [ 1] G, Selool. ‘q,.
//fl/? 3 l/!/Mj’Mﬂ//A; af = 2
o | g |8 Bedssay daiadl | o fecaotea tltodl
T lzg ‘7/9/4 . 59| s v s
“ 4 ;;nn/é», 24 7 /u. " .
4/.’445 %«ﬁ»ﬂ/ -4, 9 26. //zr{/k WZ.W .
=T T =it
bl i i!!\f':im@\u Jeams
RIS
| [ | |

35

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESATS @ Pt [ Cataieg Print Lst

National school registers of North Irel
Londonderry, Antrim, Armagh, Ferma;

Accessible only at
Family History
Library at Affiliate
P library

Digital Note:

Location Collection/Shell film  DGS Format

Catalog record of NI school records at
Family History Librar

36
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Details

Documents

This document proy
parish in Northern Ireland since 1831.

Index to School Collections at PRONI

Date published: 24 February 2014

s an easy means of establishing which particular schools operated within any

The index includes the name of schools, arranged by parish, alternative names
for schaols where applicable, the county in which they are situated, PRONI
collection reference number (all beginning with prefix SCH), along with
additional notes if part of a collection is held elsewhere for example on
microfilm. With the SCH reference number, users can browse the descriptions
of any SCH collection via our online catalogue, to determine what records exist
for a particular school. This PDF document is fully word-searchable- click 'Ctrl
and F' to search by school name, parish or county. The original paper records of
over 1,500 national schools in Northern Ireland, mainly from the 1860s to the
1940s, are accessible onsite in our Reading Room.

}: Index to school collections
PDF (957 KB)

Guide to School records at PRONI

3/10/2023

37

Parish

Denomination

School

@D Ireland National School Registers

Parentigusrdian occupation

e

Yo s e Beth yeur

Q Search lreland National School Regist

Findmypast.com

38

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

Repositories

13



Class 5: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

Public Record Office of Northern

3/10/2023

Ireland

40

PRONI

* Centralized repository for
Northern Ireland

* Has more than just
government records

* Many family history
materials

» Comprehensive collectio .
of Presbyterian church PRONI Main Search Room

(Ulster Historical Foundation photo)

records

41

PRONI website and catalog
B e

* Access website for

— Online records

— Find other material in
their online catalog

* Use their online catalog

— Identify material not
online

— Obtain photocopies from
PRONI staff

42
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pr i1 Public Record Office
| of Northern Ireland

The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) is the official
archive for Northern Ireland

Your visit Your research

3/10/2023

43

Search the archives online Popular in search the
archives online

- Search the PRONI Historical
Maps viewer

Iders' records
rry Corporation records -Search PRONI's eCatalogue

- Search will calendars

- Use Name Search tofind early
family history records

rical Maps viewer

« PRONIWeb Archive
- Search Street Directories

ion Revision Baoks

« Will calendars

Online records at PRONI

44

Name Search database

more of the fields below.
[wilson

john

ballymena
® Match ALL words Match ANY words Match Phrase

Select/Deselect All Indexes
& Pre-1858 Wills And AdMONS ¢
1740 Protestant Householders
1766 Religious Census
1775 Dissenters Petitions
10v Sort By : Sumame v

Pseach |49 Resel

45
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Search eCatalogue

wissy  PRONI

Public Record Ofce ofNorty

Search using one or moreof the ildsbelow.

Aoy Tt babymaney St Help
 Descrpionan Tt Descgion Ony. . TileOny
SMahAL  OMachANY  OMaunPrase
worts word
Date Year 1700 o Year 1gz5 | ShowHep®
Morth — v Mot — v
oy v vy v
PRONIRef : Show Help @
ResulsperPage: 19y SortBy : PRONI Reeence v
Pseah |9 Cex

oun Copyright 2007 % Priacy Satement %] Tems & Condiions )
okies &

eys | Speech Enabledt

3/10/2023

Pse ( ? bronse
N

voiseaty  PRONI

Public Record Offce o Northern

h Results

PRONI Reference.

P search P pr

® ® 1100678 Nexi @] Laxi @

Datels) “TitelDescription hem
14 diy 1758] TAfidaut o Alexander Hamion of Salymaney N |View
22 June 1758 IAfidait of Robert Gety of Ballymoney ¥ view
2November 1776 Lesse forthree ves. Ear of Anrim 1o V[ view
26 Mareh 1808 Marriage settement between fstand 2nd ¥ View
19 November 1762 Lease for 25 years fiom 1 November 1762 ¥ view
26 February 1716 Counterparlease of 225 aces for 4 years ¥ view
26 February 1789 Lease of 76 aces Cunn. Meas. for ane year ¥ view
20 Decermber 1785 Lease of 465 acre | P for tree ves ¥ view
e 1805 Lease for 21 years or e of aforesaid ¥ view
7561837 Diary of John Galt N View

o © 1-100678)  Next @] Last @

Placename search results

The Public Record Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI) is the official
archive for Northern Ireland

Search archives online What's on at PRONI? Decadeof Centenaries

Public Record Office
of Northern Ireland

Your visit

<=

https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni

48
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Consult online guides

INO¥d

AN IRISH GENEALOGICAL SOURCE

A GUIDE TO CHURCH RECORDS

49

Enquiry Services

PRONI enquiry service

On this page
The PRONI enquiry service provides free advice and guidance K
about records held and also offers a fee-paying copy and search
service.

About PRONI enquiry service

PRONI's enquiry freeadvice and guidance about records held
i written/ email enquiries. PRONI i
including a Search Service.and a Copy Order Service.

Free advice and guidance

PRONI will answer general enquiries about PRONI recards free of charge - for
‘example, if you're asking if PRONI holds records of a particular school, church
orlanded estate. PRONI can al d services and
programme of talks, workshops and events.

and local histery records
NI records

Fee paying services

50

PRONIlonline

nnel of the Public Recard Office of Northern Ireland (PRONI). Here wel

ad recorded talks

PRONI - Your Family Tree - Using Education Records

681 views - 5 yoars ago

& Fronionine

To help you start exploring your genealogy, PRONI ran a ten-week lecture series, exploring some of th

PRONI - Your Family Tree - Using The General Register Office

723 5y

.

To help you start exploring your genealogy. PRONI ran a ten-week lecture series, exploring same of th
you

7https://www.youtube.com/resuIts?searchfquery:PRON I+le

51

17
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Presbyterian Historical
Society of Ireland

Rev Dr William
Campbell, a New Light
Presbyterian

The Workmans of Victorian
Belfast " OF IRELAND

https://www.presbyterianhistoryireland.com

3/10/2023

Membership About Us ¥ OurServices ¥  Collections ¥  Web Resources ¥  Publications * History

52

Linen Hall Library
* Oldest library in Belfast

* Collection of genealogies
and local histories

* Presbyterian
Congregational Histories

* Collections of note:
— Blackwood Pedigrees

— Belfast Newsletter index
to Marriages and
Deaths,1737-1863

NEHGS 2012 Belfast trip

53

Tip
Don't overlook local

libraries, archives, and
museums

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Why visit?

* Many local records not online

* Knowledgeable and helpful staff

* Wealth of records
— Records of the poor law (Workhouse records)

— Small family estate records
— Grand jury records

— Family and local history materials

55

Local repositories in Ulster Province

Donegal, Cavan,
Monaghan

* Each has county library * No County Archives as
or archives in the Republic of
Ireland

Northern Ireland

* County Donegal

— Workhouse records

* Local public libraries
may require you to
create account

— Frequently only available

— Family collections to residents of Northern

Ireland

— Railway records

— School records

56

ARMAGH COUNTY MUSEUM

s

https://visitarmagh.com/places-to-explore/armagh-county-museum/

57

19
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County Armagh Online Records

* Property records

 Estate records

— Charlemont Estate 1752
rent roll

* Pedigree notes, family
charts

* 1821 partial census of
Kilmore Parish

58

Charlemont Estate Rent Roll, 1752,
ARMCM.38.1942

o 159
3 e oE

TGF Patterson Collection, Armagh County
Museum Collection ARMCM.9.2014.91

60
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Hiring a Researcher

3/10/2023

Steps to take before hiring

* Review your research!

— Exhaust all research avenues
in North America

* Do you have enough
information?
— Do you know a place?

— Parents of immigrant, at least
father's name

e /yl /

— Time period? L -
* Outline your research goals _j
* Be realistic in your Researching at NEHGS,

e !
expectations! Americanancestors.org

62

Look for professional services

¢ Ulster Historical Foundation
— Research Services

* County Genealogy
Centers

— Descriptions and
services offered on
www.rootsireland.ie

— Only research local records!

* Accredited Genealogists Ireland

63
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Review

* Identify records needed to advance your research

¢ Make the most of online
records and guides to
collections

* Explore repository
websites

— Contact them for
additional services

NEHGS Tour to PRONI

64

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org

22
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