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Research in Northern Ireland

• Making the most of online 
records 
• Archives and 

library materials online
• Genealogy websites 

• Other records for research

• Planning a future visit 

• Unable to visit? 
• Hiring a researcher A cabin at Glencolumbkill, 

County Donegal, PRONI Flickr
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Northern Ireland vs. Ulster
• Northern Ireland
– Formed in 1922
– Six Counties

• Ulster Province
– Nine Counties
– Includes three in 

Republic of Ireland
• Cavan
• Donegal
• Monaghan
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General tips for Ulster research
• Know the place
– Parish name is good enough
– Townland is better

• Religion of ancestor

• Parents names

• Time period plays significant role 
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Discovery of the ancestral place

The remnants of the ancestral home 
at Cloonainra, Co. Mayo (2014)

Where is my ancestor from? 
Road signs, County Sligo. 
Photo by Judy Lucey
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Identify Administrative Divisions
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Placenamesni.org

Townland of 
Ballycassidy, 

County 
Fermanagh
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Ballycassidy search results
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Researching Donegal, 
Cavan, and 

Monaghan ancestors
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Where to research?
• Depends on religion and types of records

• Irish Catholic ancestry
– In Republic
• Church records
• Civil registration
• Griffith’s Primary Valuation and its records

• When to turn to Belfast
– Protestant ancestry including non-conformists
– Estate records
– PRONI has a lot of County Monaghan records
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Researching 17th and 
18th century ancestors
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Works by William Roulston

Class 5: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 14



Record sets
• 17th century records

– Records related to Plantation
• Records of Denization and 

Naturalization
– Name lists

• Hearth Money Roll
• 1659 Census
• Online at PRONI - Name 

Database

• 18th century records
– Census substitutes
– Records related to the United 

Irishmen and the 1798 
Rebellion 17th Century Barony Maps c.1609 - Parte of the 

Baronie of Knockninnie.(From collection of maps of 
escheated counties of Ireland) PRONI Ref: T1652/5
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Genealogical records
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Works by David Dobson
• Books on the Ulster 

Plantations, 1600-1699
– Lanarkshire
– Dumfries and Galloway
– Ayrshire
– Renfrewshire

• Lists of names
– Extracted from primary 

and secondary sources
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Dobson book on Lanarkshire
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Genealogical research collections
• Irish genealogists 

– Tenison Groves
– Gertrude Thrift
– Dr. Francis Crossle and son Philip

• Newry, County Down
• On FindMyPast.com

• Extracts of records prior to 1922
– Wills and other legal documents

• Rev. David Stewart
– Focus on Presbyterian families in 

Down, transcripts of Presbyterian 
records

– Papers at PRONI (and on 
microfilm)

Four Courts Fire, Dublin, 1922
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Tenison Groves Collection, c.1650-
1920

• PRONI has
– 27 boxes, 20,000 copies of documents
– Database for pre-1858 wills online at PRONI

• What will you find?
– Muster rolls, militia lists, protestant householders' 

survey, gravestone inscriptions and more!

• Microfilmed by Family History Library and 
browseable online access at FamilySearch.org
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Catalog record results, FamilySearch.org 
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County Tyrone extract of Juries lists 1600s, Tenison 
Groves Collection
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Registry of Deeds
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Registry of Deeds
• Records date from 1708

• Two indexes
– Grantor index (names)

• Pre-1832 no placename
• After 1832 includes placename

– Land index

• Type of records
– Leases
– Conveyances
– Mortgages
– Wills
– Marriage contracts

• Abstract books

Class 5: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 24



• Documents Irish 
property history

• Not just for landed 
gentry

• General Grantor 
Indexes are best to use 
for research

• Not required to record 
land transactions

• No Grantee index

• Not all leases filed with 
Registry
– May be with estate 

records

WeaknessesStrengths

Using the records
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Grantor – Surname Wilson, 
1758-1796

Land - Barony Castlerahan, County 
Cavan, 1828-1832

Indexes
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https://irishdeedsindex.net/
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Registry of Deeds records, Family 
History Library

Can access 
digital records 
remotely from 

home
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Other records for 
research
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Don’t overlook these records
• National School records

• Occupational records
– Clergymen

• Records of organizations
– The Freemasons
– Orange Order and Lodges

• Local and family history manuscripts
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National School 
Records
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School Records
• National school system established 1831

• Prior to 1831
– Hedge schools
– Private academies
– Faith based schools

• Presbyterian Day Schools
• Look at history of Congregation

• Attendance not compulsory until 1892

• PRONI has over 1600 school registers for Northern Ireland 

• Most records don’t begin until 1860s
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What will they contain?
• Name and age of child and religion

• Name of townland or street address

• Occupation of father

• Subjects studied and grades

• Sometimes notes on emigration 
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How do you find them?
• Street directories

– Online at PRONI

• Ordnance Survey Maps
– Use PRONI online 

Historical Map viewer

• Ordnance Survey 
Memoirs
– Six counties of NI
– County Donegal
– South Ulster and its 

borders (Cavan, 
Monaghan, Sligo, Leitrim)
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Belmont-Eden National School, 1899
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Catalog record of NI school records at 
Family History Library

Accessible only at 
Family History 

Library at Affiliate 
library
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Guide to School records at PRONI
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Findmypast.com
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Repositories
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Public Record Office of Northern 
Ireland
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PRONI
• Centralized repository for 

Northern Ireland 

• Has more than just 
government records 

• Many family history 
materials

• Comprehensive collection 
of Presbyterian church 
records

PRONI Main Search Room 
(Ulster Historical Foundation photo)
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PRONI website and catalog
• Access website for
– Online records
– Find other material in 

their online catalog

• Use their online catalog
– Identify material not 

online
– Obtain photocopies from 

PRONI staff
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https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
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Online records at PRONI

Class 5: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



Name Search database
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Search terms – Ballymoney, 1700-1825
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Placename search results
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https://www.nidirect.gov.uk/proni
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Consult online guides
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Enquiry Services
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https://www.youtube.com/results?search_query=PRONI+le
ctures
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https://www.presbyterianhistoryireland.com
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Linen Hall Library
• Oldest library in Belfast

• Collection of genealogies 
and local histories

• Presbyterian 
Congregational Histories

• Collections of note:
– Blackwood Pedigrees
– Belfast Newsletter index 

to Marriages and 
Deaths,1737-1863

NEHGS 2012 Belfast trip

Class 5: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 53



Tip
Don’t overlook local 

libraries, archives, and 
museums
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Why visit?
• Many local records not online

• Knowledgeable and helpful staff

• Wealth of records
– Records of the poor law (Workhouse records)
– Small family estate records
– Grand jury records 
– Family and local history materials
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• Each has county library 
or archives

• County Donegal
– Workhouse records
– Railway records
– School records
– Family collections

• No County Archives as 
in the Republic of 
Ireland

• Local public libraries 
may require you to 
create account
– Frequently only available 

to residents of Northern 
Ireland

Northern Ireland
Donegal, Cavan, 

Monaghan

Local repositories in Ulster Province
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https://visitarmagh.com/places-to-explore/armagh-county-museum/
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County Armagh Online Records
• Property records

• Estate records
– Charlemont Estate 1752 

rent roll

• Pedigree notes, family 
charts

• 1821 partial census of 
Kilmore Parish
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Charlemont Estate Rent Roll, 1752, 
ARMCM.38.1942
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TGF Patterson Collection, Armagh County 
Museum Collection ARMCM.9.2014.91
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Hiring a Researcher
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Steps to take before hiring
• Review your research!

– Exhaust all research avenues 
in North America

• Do you have enough 
information?
– Do you know a place?
– Parents of immigrant, at least 

father's name
– Time period? 

• Outline your research goals

• Be realistic in your 
expectations!

Researching at NEHGS, 
Americanancestors.org
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Look for professional services
• Ulster Historical Foundation
– Research Services

• County Genealogy 
Centers
– Descriptions and 

services offered on 
www.rootsireland.ie

– Only research local records!

• Accredited Genealogists Ireland
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Review
• Identify records needed to advance your research

• Make the most of online 
records and guides to 
collections

• Explore repository 
websites
– Contact them for 

additional services
NEHGS Tour to PRONI

Class 5: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 64



THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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