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Voice of
Christopher C. Child &
Senior Genealogist

General Considerations

* You may not find one “smoking-gun” record

* You may need to rely on several records to build
a case

* Some records may be less reliable than others

* “A” may lead to “B,” which might lead to “C” and
then back to “A” (or more)

* May have working several working theories

Ti
7
ip

Stay organized!

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 2



Class 5: Basics of Early New England Research 3/27/2023

Using Onomastic

Evidence

Onomastic Evidence

* Some cultures may have defined naming patterns,
while others may be less rigid

* Surnames as first names or less common first
names can be clues of earlier kinships and origins

¢ Can be circumstantial evidence, but can be a
starting point or provide a working theory

Jonathan Pinney of Plymouth, VT

* Was he really born in England?

308 EARLY FAMILIES OF PLYMOUTH, VERMONT

* Evaluate names from
wife’s family

JONATHAN! PINNEY

\ England; . 1812, Plym-
supposed o have

* Disregard very common
names (usually)

hey had eleven children, all
with their parents to Plym-
ary War.

* Had sons John and
Jonathan

¢ Sons Solomon, Amial,
and “Deline”

10. Josk Pinney
11, Deline: Pinney, d. young.
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Delano Pinney

'
Full Name of Deceased Ko 0 benea. \.b;ovm‘uz

Age 2. d Y. Mos. Days
Date of Bith |
— - = = Al I" v
Names of Parents ) s alFs oau  + | e Punsasz.y
Name of Husband or wife, if married ¢
Date of Death

7 g ) _—
Name of Cemetery Ty i a ittt Pialele ]
Remarks J

°\tmcm

A True Copy .
; &l 1AL
9 ® Attest

‘ \

10

John Penney and Elizabeth Delano

PENNEY, John [int. Penny] of Harwich and Elizab:th Delano
[int. Deleno], Oct. 15, 1747, [Penny of Harwick and Eliz-

aibeth] Dellano, p.c.r.]

11

NYGBR, 2002

John Penny had a nephew named Amial

Elizabeth Delano was the daughter and sister of a Jonathan Delano

* Moved to Dutchess Co., **
N.Y. in 1750s, John died i J

soon after

* Moved back to Mass.;

Elizabeth married
(2) David Ayres
(who had son Solomon)

* Moved with married
Penny daughters to
Plymouth, Vt.!

12
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Jonathan Pinney of Plymouth, Vermont;
only one still named Penney/Pinney

2009] Ideniifying Jonathan Pinney 101
PENNY/PINNEY FAMILY

— 1741 1757
William Penny ~ John Penny m. Elizabeth Delano = David Ayres
m. Deborah Weeks  (d. 1756/7) (b. 1725)

Amiel  John Judith Elizabeth  Jonathan

Penny  Penny Penny Penny Pinney
(b.1742) (b ca 1753) (b. ca. 1754)
m. Barnabas  m. Abel m. Priscilla
Russell Whitney Grover

eleven children,
including Dellano
and Amial

13

Caswell & Shaw Families of CT
* Ebenezer Rogers of Norwich, CT & Albion, NY

gbeneser Rogers Bibie

Town of Albion, W.Y.
Printed 1623

Present Owner: Mrs. Burt Griswold
West 3tete Bt., Albion, H,Y,

Ebenesex Romers b Qct 3, 1769

Betsey Lymen b Wov 15, 1771 (wife
Bbene gex* Rogers m ﬂllvh'nobert. °‘x§3 i‘.efu{li:g' i
Loose pmge, very old paper:;
Benjamiri 8hew Rogers b Apr 22, 1766
Kbenexex Rogers b Oot B, 1769 ' @ Jan 28, 1085
Hathan Ciaewell Rogers b 0ot 11, 1770 £
Elisha Merick " b " 16
Margret Rogers [3
Daniel "" b Jan 16, 1761

b Apr 3. 1784

3/27/2023

14

Rogers, Merrick, Shaw, and Caswell
Families of Norwich, CT

Daniel Rogers = Grace Willams Benjamin Shaw = Margaret Dean

Grace (b. 1703) Daniel ~ Ebenezer (other sons) Hannah = Nathan Caswell (1712-1800)

= Elisha Merrick

3 unaccounted other children, and possibly more  Daniel
erandsons

Benjamin Shaw Rogers Ebenczer Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha Merick Rogers  Margaret Rogers  Danicl Rogers  Amy Rogers
(. 1766) (©.1769) ®.1770) ©.1776) (@ 1776) ©.1781) . 1784)

15
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George Rogers of Whatley, MA

T T T '[mwv;raut
Z %MW Ve lompar . Sor
- mem ﬁ.ﬁ;ﬂ@f@

v s b Aoticre. dwint. Lo Bt & i
o 2 ] " Py
n,uu.,q
.‘A.;%A’«M,/ Heoreratiriic

M éMm#ﬁAka‘ 4- A

v W 4

a(.a.. & ‘4}(&& il i spc e $flls g e by
o hrd
;w.‘z.i?uuaé'a..,-» .g‘ Gaer pe omes
‘ﬁ‘e;‘&r& o gy cceare by omny Eicecnti,
et lyamﬁ-'.-, o Hilhin Cposwelt pre welins &
e afla. sriy Heccors iy rroiy Lacoiss. Patos
m:w m..,,... ot Pt oo e s ofonc.
S vty etiasin oy oy scccisdsn . Salos Fonsty

amm‘.w Phatairi sy don Dheie Il B -

o it foile mere wiiit’s Spe Lvoiscs tfhonsaf Fhimess
..::M.a.rwﬁ—m srraenteal, e t.-rm i ppeas abore tiril
S L L Bty

16

George Rogers family

Daniel Rogers = Grace Willams Benjamin Shaw = Margaret Dean
Grace (b. 1703) Daniel ~ Ebenezer Hannzh = Nathan Caswell (1712-1800)
= Elisha Merrick
George Rogers = Caswell Daniel

Benjamin Shaw Rogers  Ebenczer Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha \{mrkR ogers Margaret Rogers Daniel Rogers  Anna Rogers
(. 1766) (. 1769) ®.1770) ©.1776) (@ 1776) ©.1781) ©.1784)

17

@
A 04
Tip

Naming patterns are not

always a guarantee
of kinship.
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Challenge:
Determining maternity

when a father has
two wives

Challenges

* Sometimes a man may be married to two women
with the same first name, two sisters, or even
(rarely) women who have the same full name!

* Researching a complete timeline with probate,
land records, military, pensions, or any possible
record

* Following leads on family members of male
subject and both of his wives

20

Land Records and naming patterns

eorge Rogers (say 1740-1820)

) Caswell (no death datc)

) Ann Brewster (no marriage date, died 1824, aged 83)

Benjamin Shaw Rogers  Ebenczer George Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha Merrick Rogers  Margaret Rogers Daniel Rogers  Anna Rogers|
orn 1766) (bor 1769) (born 1770/1) (born 1776) (died 1776) (bom 1781)  (bom 1784)|

R

21
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Class 5: Basics of Early New England Research

Key Documents

¢ Probate Record of Ann Brewster’s brother Daniel
Brewster in 1779 lists sister Ann as still single

* Lebanon Land Records, 1781, “George and Ann
Rogers,” sell land to Elijah Hyde, Jr.

* 1776 Death date of Margaret: sibling or mother?

George Rogers (say 1740-1820)
= Caswell (ao death date)
= (2) Ann Brewster (no marriage date, died 1824, aged §3)

|
Benjamin Shaw Rogers  Ebenezer George Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha Merrick Rogers  Margaret Rogers  Daniel Rogers  Anna Rogers
(bom 1766) (born 1769) (bom 1770/1) (bomn 1776) (ded1776)  (bom1781)  (bom 1784)

3/27/2023

22

Arranging the two mothers

George Rogers (say 1740-1820)
= (1) Margaret Caswell (died 1776)
=(2) (ca. 1780) Amn Brewster (no marriage date, died 1824, aged §3)

Benjamin Shaw Rogers  Ebenczer George Rogers  Nathan Caswell Rogers  Elisha Merrick Rogers  Dasiel Rogers  Anna Rogers|
(bom 1766) (bom 1769) (born 1770/1) (bom 1776) (bom 1781)  (born 1784)

23

Sally (Rice) Brewer
* Sally Rice married Eliab Brewer in 1782
* Died in 1835, aged 74 (thus born ca. 1760)

* Stated in Rice genealogy as likely the daughter of
Bezaleel Rice and his first wife Susanna Jennings

* Bezaleel Rice’s 1801 will names a daughter Sarah
Brewer

* Bezaleel’s recorded daughter Sarah was born 1750

24
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Sally (Rice) Brewer (ca. 1760-1835)

Susanna Jennings =  Bezaleel Rice =(2) 1751, Sarah Bent
(1722-1750) ‘ (1721-1806) ‘
Bezaleel  Hezekiah Susannah — Sarah Bezaleel  John  Nathan Mary  Samuel

(1744-1748) (b. 1745) (b. 1748) (b 1750) (b.1751) (b 1754) (b. 1756) (b. 1762) (1764)

3/27/2023

25
Sally (Rice) Brewer (ca. 1760-1835)
working theory
Susanna Jemings =  Bezaleel Rice =(2) 1751, Sarah Bent
(1722-1750) (1721-1806) ‘
]
Bezaleel  Hezekiah Susannah  Sarah Bezaleel  John  Nathan  Mary Sally Sarmuel
(1744-1748) (b.1745) (b. 1748)'1(})2;17:’2 , (b.1751) (b. 1754) (b. 1756) (b. 1762) (B. Cﬂm1750°} (1764)
e Eliab Brewer
26
Who is Sally’s Mama?
* Will of Bezaleel Rice, no wife, children treated alike
* Other relatives of Bezaleel Rice?
* Other relatives of Sarah (Bent) Rice?
* Otbher relatives of Susannah (Jennings) Rice?
27
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Stephen Jennings, died 1763

Stephen Jennings

(died 1763)

Susanna Jenmings =  Bezaleel Rice =(2) 1751, Sarah Bent

(1722-1750) (1721-1806) ‘

Bezaleel ~ Hezekish Susannah  Sarah Bezaleel  John  Nathan Mary Sally

died young?

Eliab Brewer

Sammel

(1744-1748) (b.1745) (b. 1748) (b. 1750) (b.1751) (b 1754) (b. 1756) (b. 1762) (b. ca. 17607) (1764)
m,

3/27/2023

28

Stephen Jennings, died 1763

* Item I Give to my Grandchildren the Children of my
Daughter Susanna Rice Deceased as follows viz: to
Hezekiah Rice ..... and to Susanna Rice .....

29
Stephen Jennings, died 1763
Stephen Jennings
(died 1763)
Susanna Jennings = Bezaleel Rice
(1722-1750) (1721-1806)
Bezaleel Hezeldah Susannah — Sarah
(1744-1748) (b. 1745) (b. 1748) (b. 1750)
30
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! h 't be a Jenni

Sally’s mother can’t be a Jennings
Stephen Jennings
(died 1763)
Susanna Jennings =  Beraleel Rice =(2) 1751, Sarah Bent
(1722-1750) (1721-1806)
Bezaleel  Hezekish Susannah  Sarah Bezaleel  John  Nathan  Mary Sally Samuel
(1744-1748) (b.1745) (b. 1748) (b. 1730) (b.1751) (b.1754) (b. 1756) (b.1762) b.ca 1760 (1764)

died young ”
Eliab Brawer

QUESTIONS?

Challenge:
Determining paternity
when a mother has two
husbands or partners

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 11
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An “incidental relative”

* Hugh Williams 1674 will makes a bequest to the
children of his “brother Hilton”

* Hugh's wife Sarah had a legacy from Catherine
Coytmore

* Mehitable (Nowell) Hilton is Catherine’s
granddaughter

3/27/2023

34
a3 H = /4
An “incidental relative
Katherine Myles
= (1) Thomas Gray
=(2) Rowland Coitmore
Parnell Gray
=(1) Parker
2‘ (2) Increase Nowell
| |
Sarah Mehitable Nowell [all children of Increase Nowell
= Hugh Williams = William Hilton accounted for, no child Sarah]
35
.
Follow other relatives
Katherine Myles
= (1) Thomas Gray
= (2) Rowland Coitmore
Thomas Gray Parnell Gray
will dated 1626 =(1) Parker
sister Pamell Parker = (2) Increase Nowell
and her daughter ‘
Sarah Mehitable Nowell [all children of Increase Nowell
= Hugh Williams = William Hilton accounted for, no child Sarah]
36
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Children of
Parnell (Gray) (Parker) Nowell

Katherine Myles
= (1) Thomas Gray

=(2) Rowland Coitmore

Thomas Gray Parnell Gray
will dated 1626 =(I) Parker
sister Parnell Paricer = (2) Increase Nowell
and her daughter
Sarah Parker Mehitable Nowell [all children of Increase Nowell
= Hugh Wiliams. = William Hilton accounted for, no child Sarah]
37

An“incidental relative”
* 1764 will of John Morse
¢ Names sons (in birth order)

* Living daughters, with
spouses or indicating
unmarried

* Children of deceased
daughter Priscilla Perrin

* “My grandson Abijah Child”

How is Abijah Child the grandson of
John Morse?
John Morse (1699-1764)
:‘Smh Peake (b. 1702)
Jedidiah John l’n"scilh Sz‘mh Sns‘unnz Rebecca Lydia Hannah Mary Jonathan
(b.1726) (b 1728) (1729/30-1760) (b.173112)  (b.1734) (b.1736) (1738-1754)  (b. 1740) (1742-1754) (1744/5-1749)
1750 m. 1749/50 m 1753 m 1727
John Perrin John Dodge Benj. Bugbee Ezekiel Upham
Ichabod Irene Elizabeth
(b.ca 1751) (b.1756)  (b. 1760)

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Abijah Child in Genealogies??

100
ABIJAH CHILD ¢

(John *2, Benjamin ') b. Woodstock Sept. 17, 1726, d. May 18,
1777, m. (1) (int.) Oct. 29, 1748 Priscilla Morse, b. Woodstock Feb.
2, 1730, d. Sept. 3, 1749, daughter of John Morse and Sarah Peake;
m. (2) (int.) Sept. 18, 1749 Abigail Johnson, b Woodstock Aug. 20,
1727, d. Sept. 9, 1774, daughter of Isaac Johnson and Abigail Peake;
m. (3) Apr. 13, 1775 Elizabeth Perrin (both of Woodstock), b. _Woud-
stock Sept. 23, 1727, d. May 9, 1777, daughter of John Perrin and

Abigail Morris.§

Curoren b. Woopstock; OLpest BY FirsT WIFE:
* 291 ABIjaH® b. Sept. 3, 1749. ; .
292 Eunice® b. May 3, 1750, m. May 17, 1770 Samuel l(ugules_ Cotes ||
(both of Woodstock), b. Pomfret Oct. 22, 1745, son of Pingist Cotes
of Ashford and Pomfret and Rebecca Holmes of Pomfret.

40

Intention to marry, but no marriage

[ MOBSS(R] Pr(i]scilla
‘E1I:'l¢x Jah Child,b.of ondatock, (nt.muckdt

WOODSTOCK
o VITAL RECORDS
Vol. 2. Page 7

{HORSS, Priss i1,
had s7Abi Juh, b, ar. 27,1749

WooDsTOCK
[ ] VITAL RECORDS
Vol. 2 Page L

 Friscilla
Srrimird b of Goodstack, o

1,170
i1

WOODSTOCK:
Y VITAL RECORDS
Vol. 2-LiPage 11

41

Children by different fathers

John Morse (1699-1764)
= Sarah Peake (b. 1702)

\
\ [ ] \

Jedidiah  Jobn Priscilla

Sarah Susanna Rebecea Lydia Hamnah  Mary Jonathan
®.1726) (b. 1728) (1729/30-1760) ©.17312)  6.1734) ©.1736) (731754 (o 1740) (1742-1754) (1744/5-1749)
~ (1748 int. only) Abijah Chid m 174950  m 1753 1727

m
= (m. 1750) John Perrin John Dodge Benj. Bugbee  Ezekiel Upham

Abijah Child  Ichabod  Irene lizabeth
©.1749)  (b.ca 1751) (.1756)  (b.1760)

42
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(2}
?
Tip

Think of kinships in a

very broad sense.

“my father in law Mr. Jervis”

Will of Thomas Bright of Bury St. Edmunds,
Suffolk [grandfather of Henry Bright of Mass.]

Will written 20 August 1587

Names wife Margaret

Names several sons, daughters with their spouses

Eldest son’s son; godson (nephew)

“father in law Mr. Jervis, of Whepstead,
supervisor”

44
How can Mr. Jervis be
Thomas Bright’s father-in-law?
* Current wife’s father * Later husband of step-
* Earlier wife’s father mother
¢ Later husband of
* Step-father s
current wife’s step-
* Current wife’s step- mother
father * Later husband of earlier
* Earlier wife’s step-father ~ wifes step-mother
45
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“my father in law Mr. Jervis”

Walter Bright, will 1550 ‘William Paston of Risby, will 1556

= (2) Margaret Elwolde

Thomas Bright, wil 1587 = Margaret Payton

* Chancery proceeding of 1588 identified Margaret Bright as a
daughter of William Payton, late of Risby, and all of William’s
children were by his only wife Johan, who survived him

* Thomas Bright had only wife and his step-mother outlived
Thomas’s father

* M. Jervis is perhaps a later husband of Thomas’s step-mother or
a later husband of Thomas’s mother-in-law

3/27/2023

46

Incidental relatives

*  William Payton’s will of 1556 names a brother-in-law John
Webbe of Risby

* John Webb of Risby, will dated 1586, names Mr. Jervis of
Whepstead, his brother-in-law

* As Margaret (Payton) Bright’s father William Payton called John
‘Webb his brother-in-law, who in turn called Mr. Jervis his
brother-in-law, since Mr. Jervis was Thomas Bright's father-in-
law, then William Payton and Mr. Jervis are married to the same
woman, Johan ( or Webb) (Payton) Jervis

Walter Bright, will 1550 William Payton of Risby. will 1556
= = Johan . who m. (2) Robert Jervis
= (2) Margaret Etwolde

Thomas Bright. will 1587 = Margaret Payton

47

(2}
U
Tip

Sister, Brother, etc. may

not mean any kinship!

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Challenge:
Separating people of the
same name in the same

community

Common families,
common problems

* Even when records are abundant, kinship linkages
may be problematic

* Records in colonial period and early nineteenth
century are often not as detailed as we want

* Try to get additional records when a family name
may be too common to rely on a vital record alone

50

Two Sarah Childs: 1722 and 1724

51
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No will, but a sibling buyout
+ Shubael Child bought %ﬁ %

out his siblings

* Sarah was born in
1724, daughter of
John

* What happened to
Benjamin’s daughter
Sarah is unknown

* More problems!

3/27/2023

52

Hannah (Child) Bicknell

Lievr. EBENEZER CHILD*

(Benjamin »1) b. Roxbury Sept. 7, 1692,1 d. Union, Orange Co.,
Vt., 1773, m. Nov. 30, 1720 Elizabeth Bacon, b. Roxbury Ma;
1701, d. Nov. 30, 1768, daughter
Griggs§ He went with his father Benja
Woodstock and later went with his son Ebenezer*, from Woodstock
to Vermont,

Cuioren b, Woostock

96 On.
97 Euu
98

6, m. (int. Apr. 19, 1744)
m. (2) Dec. 30,

'Sept. 6, 1810, son

100 Mary o also m.

Ep
* 99 menk b. Apr.
b. 24,
Marys s
101 Kezian
Apr
102 HANNAR *b. Jan. 13, 1734 0
b o Wondimat 2%

on, b. Woodstock
e Dinah Spalding.

Japheth Bicknell

Freeman, b. Sturbridge
1806, son of Licut. Samuel Free-
104 DEsoran ¢ b. O
Benjamin Fre
105 Onabiait* b, Oct. 33, 1740, d. Apr. 4, 1620 ( (buried East Woo
Yard), unm. i oniag
06 MARGARET * d. July 15, 1742

8, d. Mar. 8, 1805, m. June 10, 1764 Col.

53

7

)
When a surname is very common,
plan to use more than vital records,

even if they all seem to be there.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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The use of Suffixes Moses Lyon 3rd

Tohn Lyon (1647-1702/3)

Toha Lyon (1673-1724/5) William Lyon (1673-1741)
Caleb Lyon (1709-1792) = Margaret Lyon (1708-1781) Ebenezer Lyon (1703-1767) Asron Lyon (1706/7-1745)
| |
William Lyon (1741/2-1805) Amos Lyon (1732-1812) Tonathan Lyon (1741-1830)
Moses Lyon "3d" (1793-1865) Moses Lyon (1769-1839) Moses Lyon "2d" (1780-1862)
55

The use of suffixes: William Orcutt, Jr.

1761
William Orcutt "Jr." = Ruth Cross

56

The use of suffixes: William Orcutt, Jr.

William Orcutt = Martha Lane

Andrew Orcutt = Frances Ward

William Orcutt = Sarah Leonard

William Orcutt (born 1725)

1761
William Orcutt "Jr." = Ruth Cross

57
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3/27/2023

Two William Orcutts of Stafford

‘William Orcutt = Martha Lane
|

| 1
Andrew Orcutt = Frances Ward ‘William Orcutt = Hannah Smith

William Or‘cutt = Sarah Leonard Caleb Orcutt = Mehitable Harvey
William Orcutt (born 1725) William Orcutt (born 1739)

58

Which William is “William Orcutt Jr.”

‘William Orcutt = Martha Lane
!

[ 1
Andrew Orcutt = Frances Ward ‘William Orcutt = Hannah Smith

William Otcutt = Sarah Leonard Caleb Orcutt = Mehitable Harvey
William Orcutt (born 1725) Willizm Orcutt (born 1739)
1761 1748
William Otcutt "Jr.” = Ruth Cross Willizm Orcutt = Mehitable Jones (d. 1766)

59

.
The use of suffixes: William Orcutt, Jr.
‘Wiliam Orcutt = Martha Lane
Andrew Orcutt = Frances Ward ‘William Orcutt = Hannah Smith
‘Wiliam Orcutt = Sarah Leonard Caleb Orcutt = Mehitable Harvey
‘William Orcutt (born 1725) ‘William Orcutt (bom 1739)
William Orcutt "Jr." = Ruth Cross ‘William Orcutt = Mehitable Jones (d. 1766)
| |
Nathan (1762) Jacob (1749)
William (1764) Jobhn (1751)
Oliver (1766) Mary (1752)
Erastus (1767) ‘William (died 1757)
Eldad (1768) Benjamin Jones (1760)
John (1769) Molley (1762)
Harvey (1770) Sarah (1766)
Lemuel (1772)
Ruth (1773)
Meriam (1774)
William (1776)
Amarille (1777)
Hannah (1779)
Caleb (1781)

60
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T .
William Orcutt Jr. is the son of Caleb
Wilizm Oreut = Marta Lane
Andreww Orcutt = Frances Ward Willam Orcutt = Hannah Suith
ew cutt = Frances Warc Viliam cutt = Hanng it
Wiliam D:'Lutt = Sarah Leonard Caleb Orcutt = Mehitable Harvey
| | 1761
William Oreutt (bom 1725) William Orcutt "Jr." ; Ruth Cross
8 A (born 1739)
1748 =
Mehitable Jones (d. 1766) Nathan (1762)
I William (1764)
Jacob (1749) Oliver (1766)
Jon ((117;17)) Erastus (1767)
Mary (1752 Eldad (1768
William (died 1757) o (5769))
Benjarmin Jones (1760) Harvey (1770)
Molley (1762) Lemad (1772)
Sarah (1766) Ruth (1773)
Meriam (1774)
Wittam (1776)
Amarile (1777)
Hannah (1779)
Caleb (1781)

61

QUESTIONS?

Other challenges

* Earlier marriages of both parties

* Reliance on readily available vital records indices
when lesser-known town collections may exist

¢ Probate or land records are found, but still do not
state the needed information

63
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When probate does not work -
Elizabeth Cooper

AMOS GREEN *
(Henry * 2, Thomas !) b. Dec. 30, 1712, bap. as adult July 26, 1747,
m. (1) Apr. 21, 1742 Lydia Johnson; m. (2) Thompson Jan. 3, 1763
Elizabeth Cooper.
CuiLpren b. KiiLingry (Bap. Norta KiLLineLy CHurch,
~Now Purnam HEeiGHTs): *
58 Lucy ® bap. Jan. 17, 1744
59 Hansan ® bap. May 1745
60 Awmos ® bap. July 19, 1746, d. young.
61 HENRY ® bap. Feb. 6 (or Feb. 14), 1
62 Lypia ® bap. Jan. 25, 1750, d. Oct. 15, 1822
James Hosmer, b. Thompson Sept. 10, 17
74, son of Jaazaniah Hosmer and Rachel Pierce.

854 voune.
e 81,f m. June 4, 1767 1

d. Mar. 26, 1807, age

63 Jacos ® bap. June g, 1751
64 EsTHER ® bap. Jan. 13, 1754.
65 Awmos ® bap. Dec. 14, 1755
66 HENRY ® bap. Aug. 28, 17
67 ABraHAM ® bap. '\\h\' 41
R <1 i

3/27/2023
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Do not assume a female’s

name at marriage is her
birth surname.

Children by an earlier husband

CDOPER, COWPER, Aaron, &, John & Phebe, b. fune 15, 1750 1
Abigail, d. Timethy & Barsh, b. Mar. 13, 1730731 1
Abagali]l had 3. Comfort EATON. b. Junc 22. 1750 1 41
Ammi, 5. Joshua & Elisabeth, b. Oct 10, 1735 1
Amn R, m. Sylvanus GLEASON, b. of Killingly, May 17,
1353, by Rev. Sidney Dean 2 »
Calvin, Jr., m. Harriet KIES, Aug 26, 1833, by Rev. John
Whipple 1
Charles, 3. Joshua & Hannah, b, May 4. 1747 1
Debiorsh, d. Joshua & Elisabeth, b. Sept. 2, 1738 1
Dehorah, d. Abraham & Flisebeth, b Aug 16, 1757 1
Ebentezer, 5. Abraham & Elisabeth, b. Dec. 12, 1747 1
Elisabeth, w, Joghua, 4. June 30, 1741 1
Elizabeth, d. Abraham & Eliscbeth, b. Feb. 27, 1755 1 219
Esther, d, Abraham & Elissbeth, b. Dee, 20, 1749 1
John, 3. Joshua & Elissbeth, b. Oct. 23, 1731 1
John, 3. Abraham & Elisebeth, b. Feb. 17, 1753 1
Judeth, & Timothy & Sarah, b, Feb, 14, 1736/7 1
Louisana, m. Ofhniel RUSSELL b. of Killingly, Apr. 5,

1846, by Calvin Cooper, Elder 2 35
Marcella A, m. Fraaces CALAPIAN, b. of Bumrillville, R. L,

Oct. 13, 1842, by Rev. Daniel Williams 2 17
Mary, d. Abraham & Eliseibleth, b. May 15, 1751 1 219
Suses, d Mary LOCK. b. Apr. 26, 1712, at Lexington 1 1
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First marriage record
(not in Barbour or CSL index)

Thompson Congregational Church

T 1785, vieusly ..-“ ds back to 1708,

The Chuarch of 1730, in what was then the North Society of Killingly

and named Parish” i honor of Sir Robert Thompson, &
nobleman, of the “Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign Parts.”

Rev. Marston Ci the first 1730,

67

No probate, but a land distribution

o T

68

@
A 04
Tip

You can have a documented

birth, marriage, and death date
and the lineage can be wrong;
the reverse can also be true.
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Six Towne siblings of Salem, 1834
* No records of their birth

* Stephen Towne [father]
is appointed guardian of
the children to take
custody of the estate
they are in to inherit “in :
right of their deceased . e, end et
mother” T ;

* 1/6 of 1/7 of Land of
Barnabas Herrick

70

Four Generations, Missed in VRs

Barnabas Herrick (1738-1832)
left a particular piece of real estate to the heirs of his deceased son Jonathan

Jonathan Herrick (ca. 1763-1803)

Betsey Herrick (died before 1834) 6 known surviving children
m. Salem 1811 Stephen Towne
(marriage is only known record of Betsey)

Stephen. Jonathan, Susan, Allen. Hannah G.. Samuel (minors in 1834)
all due to inherit 1/6 of 1/7 of land provided "in right of their
deceased mother” of Barnabas Herrick

71

Case Study:
DNA Study
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Basics of mtDNA

* mtDNA is inherited from a person’s mother

* Matrilineal-related people (even several
generations back) share the same mtDNA markers

* People who do not share the same markers are not
matrilinealy related within recorded history (a few
centuries)

* For this problem: three people were solicited and
existing descendants had already participated

3/27/2023
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Esther Dyer of Braintree, Vermont

¢ Born Vermont, about 1790

* Married Braintree, Vermont, 1814, George
Flanders, and moved to New York

* Inlater censuses, Esther lived with Tarrant Dyer, a
grandson of Ichabod Dyer, Sr. of Braintree,
Vermont

* Based on the 1800 censuses, Esther could be a
daughter of Ichabod Dyer, Jr., or his eldest son
Ichabod Dyer, Jr.

74

Which family does
Esther belong to?

Ichabod Dyer, Sr. (1745-1828)
=‘ Mary Jones (1746-1820)
\ \

= Pheba Nichols (1772-1814) = Betsey Gleason (ca. 1783-bef. 1865) = George Flanders

Tarrant King Dyer (1799-1881)

Ichabod Dyer, Jr_ (ca 1766-1856/7) Samel Dyer (1774-bef 1870) Esther Dyer (ca. 1790-1876)

75
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Margaret
= William Nichols

3 generations

Priscilla Mullins of the MayfTower

= John Alden

3 generations

Mary Jones (1746-1820)

=Ichabod Dyer, Sr. (1745-1828)

Pheba Nichols = Ichabod Dyer, Jr.
(1772-1814)  (ca. 1766-1856/7)

Matrilineal descendants

Esther Dyer (ca. 1790-1876)
= George Flanders

3/27/2023
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Margaret
= Willam Nichols

Mary Nichols Hannah Nichols

Haplogromp 3 gencrations
H27a

Polly Dyer
5 gencrations

Pheba Nichols
mtDNA

Priscilla Mhillins of the Mayflower

Matrilineal descendants

:‘ John Alden
[ T T
Ruth Alden Elizabeth Sarah
|
2 gencrations
Mary Jones mDNA participants
= Ichabod Dyer, Sr. haplo - Héala9

Pheba Nichols = Ichabod Dyer, Jr. Mary Dyer

6 gencrations

Mary Jones
mtDNA

!
Rebecea

Esther Dyer
= Greorge Flanders

5 gencrations

Esther Dyer
mtDNA

77

descendants of

Priscilla Mullins

Expected Conclusions

¢ Matrilineal descendants of Phebe Nichols should match
descendants of Margaret ( ) Nichols

* Matrilineal descendants of Mary Jones should match

* Matrilineal descendants of Esther Dyer should match one
of these two groups

 If Esther’s descendants match the Nichols bunch, she was a
daughter of Phebe Nichols and Ichabod Dyer, Jr.

* If Esther’s descendants match the Mullins/Alden bunch,
she was a daughter of Mary Jones & Ichabod Dyer, Sr.

78
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Results!
Margaret Priscilla Mullins of the Mayflower
= William Nichols =‘ John Alden
[ T T
Mary Nichols Hannah Nichols Ruth Alden Elizabeth Sarah Rebe‘tca
|
2 generations.
Haplogroup 3 generations Mary Jones mtDNA participants
H27a = Ichabod Dyer. Sr. haplo - H6ala9
Pheba Nichols = Ichabod Dyer, Jr. Mary Dyer Esther Dyer
| = George Flanders
Polly Dyer
5 generations 6 generations 5 generations
Pheba Nichols Mary Jones Esther Dyer
miDNA miDNA miDNA
H27a Hé6ala% Héala?

79

.
Esther Dyer is a daughter of
Ichabod Dyer, Sr. and Molly Jones

Margaret Priscilla Mullins of the Mayflower
= William Nichols :‘ John Alden
T
Mary Nichols Hannah Nichols ]‘lut.h Alden Elizabeth Sa‘m.h Rebe}cca
2 generations
Haplogroup 3 generations Mary Jones miDNA participants
H27a :‘ Ichabod Dyer, Sr. haplo - H6ala9
[ T 1
Pheba Nichols = Ichabod Dyer, Jr. Mary Dyer Esther Dyer
| = George Flanders
Polly Dyer
5 gen‘aatmns 6 generations 5 generations
Pheba Nichols Mary Jones Esther Dyer
mDNA mtDNA mtDNA
H27a Héalad Héala9

80

When to “Give Up”?
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When to giveup...

* You've searched all available records—published
and original

* Broadened scope to look at other relatives, inlaws,
friends, and neighbors

* With trial and error, existing theories cannot be
confirmed or refuted

82

... but never give up hope!

* More and more records are being indexed and
digitized everyday

* Follow scholarly journals and database updates

* Your solution could be in a collection not yet
considered by your research

83

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Basics of Early New England Research 2023

Thank you for registering for Basics of Early New Englond Research!
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AmericanAncestors.org/basics-early-new-england-research-2023
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