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Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Class 4: Records in Northern Ireland: 
Landed Estates

Researching Ulster 
Scots Ancestors

Meet the instructor

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

The Scots in Ulster
• Some Scots received lands from James I

• Lands in 6 “escheated counties” formed part of the 
Plantation

• 9 precincts set aside for Scottish grantees

• 81,000 acres were granted to Scots

• 59 Scottish undertakers

1

2

3

Class 4: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/10/2023

2

Escheated Counties
• Armagh

• Cavan

• Coleraine (later 
renamed Londonderry)

• Donegal

• Fermanagh

• Tyrone

Scottish Precincts
County Armagh – Fews

County Cavan – Clankee, 
Tullyhunco

County Donegal – Boylagh 
and Bannagh, Portlough

County Fermanagh –
Knockninny, Magheraboy

County Tyrone – Strabane, 
Mountjoy

59 Scottish Undetakers

List from The Plantation of Ulster, 
1610‐1630; The Story of the Scots
(Ulster‐Scots Agency)
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Scottish Owners - Surnames

Earliest Settlements
• Sir James Hamilton, Territories in Co. Down:
– Upper Clandeboye
– Great Ardes
– Dufferin

• Sir Hugh Montgomery:
– Great Ardes

Hamilton & Montgomery Lands Image from DiscoverUlsterScots.com
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digital.nls.uk/histories-of-scottish-families/archive/95557473

The Hamilton Manuscripts

The Hamilton Manuscripts
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digital.nls.uk/histories-of-scottish-families/archive/94811202

Landed Estates

What are landed estates?
• Begun with the 17th century Plantation of Ulster

• Cromwellian Restoration and Williamite land 
settlements continued the practice

• System in which a single individual holds title to 
the lands ranging from 1,000 acres to 100,000 
acres and leases to farmers and other tenants

• In effect until the late 1800s, early 1900s when 
Acts of Parliament broke them up
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Landed Estates
• Owners of the larger estates (upwards of 100,000 

acres) were usually members of the aristocracy who 
may have had several estates in Ireland and Britain

• Smaller estates of 1,000 to 3,000 acres were often 
owned by more modest farmers and the records 
may not survive

• Almost all landowners were members of the 
Church of Ireland

Landed Estate System

Landowners
• Entered into leases with individuals/tenants

• May have used agents/middlemen to 
handle the leases 

Lessee/Tenant

• Entered into lease with landowner

• Had to pay set rents – 2x a year

• May have had a specific number of years on 
the lease

• May have then rented some of their land to 
sub‐tenants or cottiers

Hierarchy of an Estate
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Owners

Middlemen or 
Large Farmers

Tenants

Undertenants or Cottiers

Estate Records

What are estate records?
• Documents generated by administration of landed 

estates

• Prior to 20th c. majority land owned by large and 
small estates

• Landowner was a member of nobility, landed 
gentry or Church of Ireland clergy

• Land could be held by others such as the London 
guilds and various companies
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• Excellent resource for 
18th c. and early 19th c. 
ancestors

• Useful source for searching 
poor ancestors

• One of  the few record sets 
that may survive in an area 
where church records start 
late

• Most rental and tenant's 
lists document only major 
tenants

• Limited time periods

• Not all areas of Ireland 
had large landed estates

• Some records destroyed 
or still in private hands

WeaknessesStrengths

Estate records

Types of Records

What do they contain?
• Leases and lease books

• Rentals, rent books and tenant lists

• Maps

• Correspondence

• Emigration lists and eviction records

• Account books

• Manor Court Records
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Tip
Do not assume one 

type of record is all you 
need.

Anatomy of a Lease
• Name of the lessor (the landowner)

• Name of the lessee (the tenant)

• Location of the farm

• Rent to be paid

• Tenure of the lease

• Conditions required of the lessee

3 Nov 1807 Lease – Lessor
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3 Nov 1807 Lease – Lessee

3 Nov 180 Lease – Location of Land

3 Nov 1807 Lease – Rent
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3 Nov 1807 Lease – Tenure

3 Nov 1807 Lease – Conditions

1798 Lease – Co. Armagh
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Rentals, Rent Books & 
Tenant Lists

Earl of Ranfurly (Knox family) estate records, 
Familysearch.org

Estate parishes of Barony Dungannon
Middle
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1830 Rent roll, Killybracken, Clonfeacle parish, 
Co. Tyrone (partial list)

Estate parishes of Barony Dungannon
Middle

Barony of Strabane Lower – Rent 
Account Book 
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Tithe Applotment Book – Parish of Ardstraw

Barony of Strabane Lower – Rent 
Account Book 

Barony of Strabane Lower – Rent 
Account Book 
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Clonbrock Estate, Co. Galway 1881 Rental 
– National Library of Ireland

Courtesy of the National Library of Ireland

Correspondence

Correspondence
• Seldom between the renters and the landed gentry

• May help in identifying middlemen/jobbers

• May be listed in any summary lists simply as 
“letters” or “concerning estate and financial 
affairs”

• Unlikely to be indexed
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Emigration or 
Eviction Records

Emigration or Eviction
• Because the large landed estate collections are 

seldom indexed, you may want to search 
newspapers for such information first.

• Once you have the date, then it may be easier to 
locate your ancestor in the actual records.

• These entries may appear in the rental books.

Manor of Cloghogall – Co. Tyrone
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Clohagall Manor – Rental Book

Account Books

Household account book
William Coppinger estate, 
Cork
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Manor Court Records

Ballymore Manor, Tanderagee
Estate, Court Records 1834

Ballymore Manor, Tanderagee
Estate, Court Records 1834
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Ballymore Manor, Tanderagee
Estate, Court Records 1834

Identifying Estates

Some sources to assist in 
identification

• Published sources
– Local and county histories
– Some Irish genealogy guides

• Griffith's Valuation, 1847-1864

• NUI Galway

• JohnGrenham.com

• 1876 landholders list
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Ulster estate records
• Chapter 6 is devoted to 

Landed Estate Records

• Appendix 1 – Records 
relating to parishes in Ulster

• Appendix 2 – Estate 
Collections

Roulston’s Scots-Irish Ancestors

Estate records 
listed in county 

chapters
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The Big Houses 
and Landed 

Estates of Ireland

NUI Galway website
• Identifies landed estates and their records in the 

Provinces of Connacht and Munster

landedestates.ie
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johngrenham.com

johngrenham.com

failteromhat.com/lo1876.php
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Search result

Original Page

Finding Records
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Next steps
1. Find out if records survived

2. If so, where are they located

3. Seek out possible online or published guides to 
the collection

Griffith’s Valuation, Grange of Muckamore, 
Co. Antrim

sources.nli.ie
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sources.nli.ie

http://catalogue.nli.ie/Collection/vtls000154791

Clonbrock Estate Papers – Finding Aid
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Viscount Massereene Estate
• Viscount Massereene

• Clotworthy and 
Skeffington families

• Records at PRONI per 
JohnGrenham.com

• Search the PRONI 
eCatalogue

https://apps.proni.gov.uk/eCatNI_IE/SearchPage.aspx

https://apps.proni.gov.uk/eCatNI_IE/SearchResults.aspx
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Browse by Call Number

Browse by Call Number

Browse by Sub-Section
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Browse by Sub-Section

Browse by Sub-Section

Tip
Look for types of records 

or parish names in 
addition to names of 

owners
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/catalog/452903

familysearch.org/search/catalog/

Landed Estate Records
• Offer insight into life on the estates

• Include records that list those renting and residing 
on the estates

• Records could be at PRONI or NLI

• Do require patience and perseverance
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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