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Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

Class 3: Records of Northern Ireland: 
Religious Records

Researching Ulster 
Scots Ancestors

Meet the instructor

Rhonda R. McClure
Senior Genealogist

Religious Records
• Are used to help fill in research

• Loss of civil records from 1922 bombing and fire

• Delayed start to keeping civil registration of
births, marriages and deaths
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Religion in Ireland - 1841
• 8,000,000+ inhabitants 

• 4/5ths were Roman Catholic

• 1/5th were Protestant
– Nearly 1/2 were Presbyterian
– 1/2 were Church of Ireland and Dissenters

• Church of Ireland, established church, supported 
by all

Religious Denominations
• Church of Ireland

• Non-Subscribing Presbyterian

• Presbyterian

• Roman Catholic

• Reformed Presbyterian

• Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)

Religious Denominations - 1860
• Ulster – predominantly 

Presbyterian

• Connacht –
predominantly Roman 
Catholic

• Leinster – partly Church 
of Ireland

• Munster – predominantly 
Roman Catholic
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Province of Ulster
• Northern Ireland:

– Co. Antrim
– Co. Armagh
– Co. Derry
– Co. Down
– Co. Fermanagh
– Co. Tyrone

• Republic of Ireland
– Co. Cavan
– Co. Donegal
– Co. Monaghan

Presbyterians

Presbyterians
• Different groups:
– Seceder
– Non-Subscribing
– Reformed
– Free
– Evangelical

• Have been in Ireland since the 16th century

• First Irish Presbytery founded in 1642
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Seceder Presbyterians
• Largest of the three historic Presbyterian branches

• Followed a conservative evangelicalism

• First Seceder congregation founded at Lylehill, 
County Antrim in 1741

• Reunited with the Synod of Ulster to form General 
Assembly (except for 17 ministers)

• 16 ministers & followers became United Synod of 
Original Seceders

• Ultimately all reunited with General Assembly by 
1955

Seceder Session Book

Seceder Session Book
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Non-Subscribing Presbyterians
• Trace to a dispute among members of the Synod 

of Ulster over subscription to the Westminster 
Confession of Faith

• Those who wouldn’t subscribe to the statement of 
doctrine were referred to as “New Light” 
Presbyterians or “non-subscribers”

• Many disagreements and further schisms

• Finally formed the General Synod of the Non-
Subscribing Presbyterian Church in 1910

Reformed Presbyterians
• Also know as Covenanters because they adhered 

to the Covenants of 1638 and  1643

• These covenants addressed liturgical issues and 
signers were to maintain the religion and oppose 
any changes

• Reformed Presbyterians believed such obligation 
passed from one generation to the next

• Officially formed Synod of the Reformed 
Presbyterian Church of Ireland in 1811

Evolution of the Presbyterian Churches
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Types of Records

Registers of baptism, marriage and burial

Session Books

Visiting Books

Communicants’ lists

Baptism Register - Templepatrick 

Marriage Register - Carnmoney
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www.ancestryireland.ie

Session Book - Aghadowey

Session Book - Aghadowey
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Session Book - Aghadowey

Visitation Book

Communicants’ List - Anaghlone
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Communicants’ List - Anaghlone

Published Communicants’ List

Account Book - Coleraine
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Other Denominations

Church of Ireland
• State church in Ireland 1537 to 1870

• Referred to as the Established Church or “the 
Church” on occasion

• Administrative unit is the parish

• Earliest parishes whose records still survive:
– 1637 St. Thomas’s Church in Lisburn
– 1642 St. Columb’s cathedral in Derry

Tip
Church of Ireland 

registers may have 
marriages of other 

faiths
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Church of Ireland
• Episcopal in faith and structure

• Most popular among areas that saw immigration 
of English families:
– South Antrim
– North Armagh
– Northwest Down

• Support from landed classes helped it maintain a 
presence across Ulster Province

Note
Registers of 1,000 
Church of Ireland 

parishes lost in 1922

Explosion Irish Public Record Office
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Reference to Established Church

Types of Records

Registers of baptism, marriage and burial

Vestry minute books

Pew lists

Tithe records

Baptisms – Armagh 

34

35

36

Class 3: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 12



3/10/2023

13

Marriages – Armagh 

Burials - Armagh

Vestry Minutes
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Vestry Minutes – Armagh 

Pew List

Tithe Applotment
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Miscellaneous Finds - Armagh

Roman Catholics
• Very few of the Catholic registers date back to 

before the 1820s

• Catholic parishes seldom follow the boundaries of 
civil or Church of Ireland parishes

• May be arranged separately for each sacrament

• Funerals don’t give ages, but they at least supplies 
names and the dates of the burial

Types of Records

Registers of baptism, marriage and death

Dispensations

Convert Rolls

Visitation Books
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Baptisms – Dromore 

Marriages – Layde
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Clandestine Marriages – Newry

Deaths – Ahogill

Death Register - Drumragh
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Funerals - Tullylish

Dispensations – Newry

Convert Roll
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Visitation Book

Religious Society of Friends 
(Quakers)

• Founded in 1654 in Lurgan, County Armagh

• Particularly strong in areas with significant 
English settlers:
– Lagan Valley
– North Armagh

• Among some of the best record keepers of the 
various denominations

Types of Records

Registers of birth, marriage and death

Removals

Meeting Minutes

Disownments
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Birth Register – Lisburn

Marriage Register – The Grange 

Death Register – Lurgan 
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Removals – Lisburn

Meeting Minutes – Dublin 

Disownments – Dublin 
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Other Denominations
• Methodist

• Moravians

• Huguenots

Methodist
• Trace to the preachings of John Wesley and his 

brother Charles

• John Wesley visited Ulster in 1756

• His final visit in 1789 it was estimated that more than 
14,000 people were now associated with the faith

• Majority of followers had come from the Established 
Church (Church of Ireland) and may have returned to 
that religious parish for sacramental rites

Methodist Marriage Register
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Moravians
• Originated in what is today the Czech Republic

• Introduced to Ireland in the mid-1700s

• Formally known as the Unitas Fratrum or Unity of 
the Brethren

• Excellent record keepers

• Most successful community found at Gracehill, 
County Antrim

Finding Records

Finding Records
• Published Books

• Finding Aids

• Online databases

• Repositories
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Published Books
• John Grenham’s Tracing 

Your Irish Ancestors, 5th 
edition

• Has a chapter devoted to 
the different 
denominations

Published Books
• Brian Mitchell’s A Guide 

to Irish Parish Registers

• Identifies all civil parish in 
every county of all Ireland

• Lists surviving registers 
for:
– Church of Ireland
– Roman Catholic
– Presbyterian
– Other

Published Books
• William J. Roulston’s 

Researching Scots-Irish 
Ancestors, The Essential 
Genealogical Guide to 
Early Modern Ulster, 
1600-1800, 2nd edition

• Has a chapter on major 
denominations

• Parish appendix 
includes church info
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Published Books
• William J. Roulston’s 

Researching Presbyterian 
Ancestors in Ireland

• Info on traditional 
registers of baptism, etc.

• Info on many other 
records

• Details on schisms

Finding Aids
• PRONI Guide to Church Records

• JohnGrenham.com (subscription site)

PRONI Guide to Church Records
• A 374-page PDF file 

describing the various 
denominations and 
records

• Includes  alphabetical 
list of civil parishes and 
record availability
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PRONI Guide to Church Records

www.johngrenham.com

Online Databases
• Ancestry.com

• FindMyPast.com

• RootsIreland.ie
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www.Ancestry.com

www.Ancestry.com

www.FamilySearch.org
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www.FamilySearch.org

www.FamilySearch.org

Camus - Births
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www.FindMyPast.com

www.FindMyPast.com

www.FindMyPast.com
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www.FindMyPast

www.FindMyPast.com

www.RootsIreland.ie

88

89

90

Class 3: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 30



3/10/2023

31

www.RootsIreland.ie

www.RootsIreland.ie

registers.nli.ie
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registers.nli.ie

Repositories
• Public Record Office of Northern Ireland 

(PRONI)

• Presbyterian Historical Society of Ireland

• Public Record Office – Dublin

• National Archives of Ireland

• National Library of Ireland

• Local custody

Religious Records of Ulster
• Require you to identify the townland so you can 

identify the civil parish

• The civil parish leads you to the church records

• Could be in a variety of locations and formats

• Some are coming online

• Require patience and tenacity
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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