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Jurisdictions
Northern NE
Southern NE

Session Roadmap

Connecticut
Rhode Island

Connecticut
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Church Other colonies | Rhode Island | Value
records Other colonies | Overview of
records
How to find
4

Z ?/Ily/
I .
Before Searching for

Records, Know Your
Jurisdictions

Jurisdictions for Colonial Records

| vitalRecords | __Land | Probate |

Connecticut Town Town Probate Districts

Maine Town County County

Massachusetts Town County County

New Hampshire Town County County

Rhode Island Town Town Town

Vermont Town Its complicated  Its complicated
6
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Genealogist’s Handbook for New
England Research 6" edition

Vital Records

Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont
Vitals

* Pre-printed cards

* Information abstracted from original handwritten
town books
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Massachusetts Vital Records

* Massachusetts has the most complete set in the nation

* Kept by towns beginning in 1620s

* Generally well-kept, but not always complete

* VRs up to 1850 published for over 200 towns, the majority in

eastern Massachusetts

* For the western part of the state,

will need to consult special

collections such as the Corbin or

Shepard Collections

oty ‘.iin|

10
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Massachusetts Vital Records
to 1850

ABBREVIATIONS.

e entry
ax.1,—grave record, cemetery at Harvard Square

11

Vital Records - Rhode Island

* Rhode Island - James
Arnold

* Vital Records of Rhode
Island, 1636-1850, First
Series: Births, Marriages
and Deaths (see
handout)

Vor T Kent Couty Vors: pscoparing
e a

Vol 10 Toun and Chureh
Recorts

Sz, destheAM

Vol Wastington County
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Vital Records - Connecticut

 Barbour Collection to 1850 l“.‘l”"'“ oabithy, Sapt, 14, 14
— Lucius Barnes Barbour, State " |

Examiner of Public Records
from 1911-1934

* Charles R. Hale Collection,
Vital Records, 1640-1955

3/14/2023
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Barbour Collection
Slip Index (FS) Town Page Windsor (AA)
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FamilySearch.org
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Charles R. Hale Collection
Connecticut, Deaths and Burials Index
Name: Sarah Latimer
Birth Date: abt 1765
Age at Death: 88
Death Date: 26 Apr 1853
Death Place:  New London, Connecticut
Gender: Female
FHL Film Number:3246
17
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Tip

When You Cannot Find

Vital Records ...
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Pursue Vital Record Substitutes

¢ Church records

* Cemetery records

* Probate records (usually filed within three months
of death)

19

Church and Cemetery
Records

Where to Find Church Records

* Many New Englanders were Congregationalists

— Check County Histories for clues about denominations in
your ancestor’s town

* Indexed databases
— American Ancestors
— Family Search
— Ancestry

* Unindexed images
— Family Search

* Congregational Church Archives

21
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Indexed at AmericanAncestors.org

SEARCH -

Search All Databases

Database List A-Z
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Indexed at FamilySearch.org

Search Historical Records

cut. Ghurch Records, 1660-1955

23

Family Tree  Search Memories Indexing  Activities
Records  Images  Family Tre Catalog

FamilySearch Catalog

Saarch the catalog of genealogical matarials (including books, onling materials, microfilm,

icns) made availat

by FamilySearch enline and in libraries and

| Sumames | Titles | Authar | Subjects | Keywords
o
‘\ e S Do, ot St
Search for:
call 1 | Film/Fiche/image Group Number (0GS]

Availability

Unindexed at Family Search - FamilySearch.org

24
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Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog
Refine your search - @ prINT [B) catalog Print List (0)

Search by:

United States,

alogical Soclety of York
‘s Parish (Biddeford,

4 BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Records of first congregational church in Biddeford

af Responsibllity: communicated by A. K. P. Meserve

Journal Article

English

Physical: p. 8-14

Notes
-To view a digital version of this article click here.

Church records, including vital dates, with dates ranging 1756-1777.

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Maine, York, Biddeford - Church records

Part of

IIYATEE]

26

g History Matters

Congregational Library & Archives ooz Iy

Manusaipt Collocions

Digial Coloctions.

Gatimvoivod | Plymouti's Pigrims.

Series I: Church Records DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

The Collections

Abington, Mass. ional Church (17141877 AVAILABLE
Bamstable, Mass. East Parish Church (1717-1816) TRANSCRIPTION AVAILABLE
Bamstable, Mass. West Parish Church (1630-1253) TRANSCRIPTION AVAILABLE

Bennington, VE First Church

Berkley, Mass. Congregational Church (1737

Biasetord, Maine. First Chureh of Civist

congregationallibrary.org/digital-collections

27
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i NEHH
Dover, NH Records
Indexed at Ancestry.com
I sl 1
- e ot
29
QUESTIONS?
10
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Session Roadmap

Jurisdictions

Northern NE Connecticut
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Southern NE | Rhode Island | Connecticut
Church Other colonies | Rhode Island | Value
records Other colonies | Overview of
records
How to find
31

Probate Records

* Probate is the process of settling an estate after death
— Many steps
— Generates documents

e Useto:
— Verify family relationships
— Substitute when vital records are lacking
« Approximate death dates
* When a daughter was married by
* When a wife was deceased by
— Trace the origin of family items or property
— Provide context of ancestor’s life

32

Jurisdictions for Colonial Records
|| VilRecords| _Land | Probate |
Connecticut Town Town ::tt?c ttes
Maine Town County County
Massachusetts Town County County
New Hampshire Town County County
Rhode Island Town Town Town
Vermont Town Its complicated Its complicated

33
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Colonial Connecticut Probate

* New Haven Colony (to 1655) - Probate kept at town or
colony

* Connecticut Colony
— Particular Court (1639 - 1665) - Records transcribed and
published
— Court of Assistants (1665- 1711) — An appeals court, records
transcribed and published
— County Courts (1666 - 1855) - Handled probate for four
original counties, Hartford, New London, New Haven, and
Fairfield until 1698
— 1698 Probate District system established
* Original 4 county courts
* 1719 new districts began to be established.

3/14/2023
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49
53 i Probate Court Districts
(Efective January 9, 2019)

Connecticut Probate Districts; Handbook, p. 18

Insolvent Minor
Legates Trust

District Fairfield
\'\Sﬁ No. BRO\  Deposited Dec. 9, 1929

J..wnn and Godicils _Distributians

_Accountof Administration
Petitions Receipts
... Miscellaneous

...2...Total Documents *

Connecticut Probate Index 1648-1881

36
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Colonial Rhode Island Probate

AmericanAncestors.org: microfilms of town
probates for about half of Rhode Island towns

o AmericanAncestors.org: Index to Providence
probate, 1646-1899

FamilySearch.org: Search BY TOWN for probate
records — will need to access through a Family
History Center or Affiliate

o Ancestry.com: Varied material, years 17-20th

centuries.

Smith 1 . Snow, cont.

Smyth ! 1872 administration | A10412
William G. . guardianship A5276 1822 administration | A4686
William Henry - guardianship — A4067 | 1896 will . . . .| 2998
William Henry . administration  A4119 | 1890 guardianship | A16834
Willin . 2. de ild AITT1 | 1869 Cowill. .. .| A9653
William . n 5131 | 1390 . guardianship | A16746
William 1. 1 w1000 | 1822 will . . . .| A4703
William M 1895 will . .. .| 2564
William K. . 1890 guardianship | A16746
William 1 L. L AW07TS | 1812 James . administration | A4147
William T, guardianship | A16288 || 1879 Jeanette M. . | real estate . | A18705

1891 J.Lippitt . . administration 18

Smithers 1851 | John . . . . administration | A6992

1805 Awn . . . . admmistration| 92476 | 1848  JohnB. . . .| administration | A6656
1895 Mary E. . guardianship | 2477 | 182 John C. . . . | guardianship | A6178
) 1879 Jon C. . . will . . . .|Al12401
Smyth,scc Smith 1852 JohnE. . . . i
< 1872 | JohnL. . . . ip
- s'\‘\?ﬁ.l B dministration | 11780 | 187 | dohn L. . . . | administration
illiam B. . . administration  A117 1778 | Joseph o o o will o . . - AAm
. 1884 | Joseph G. . . | administration | A13980
Snelling | 1830 | Joueph Fotang . | will - -+ .| ABSS
1847 Samuel . . . administration| A65621| 1801 | Josiah . . . | administration | A3558
: \ 1813 | Josish . . .| administration | A4168
Snively | ||/1888 | JulinE. . . .| wil. . . .[A16022 -
S et It R Lrammn
Rhode Island Probate Index 1636-1899

38

Colonies with
County-Level Probate

13
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Colonial Maine Probate

* Probate kept at COUNTY level
— Cumberland Co. Probates destroyed by fire in 1907.

* FamilySearch.org has created an indexed collection of
probate for 1760-1979

* Ancestry.com: All counties varied years 17th-20th
Century

* Published Compilations
— Sargent’s Maine Wills 1640-1760, on
www.AmericanAncestors.org
— John E. Frost’s, Maine Probate Abstracts 1687-1800 were
published in 1991 by Picton Press in two volumes

3/14/2023

0 AINE PROBATE ABSTRACTS
H MAINE Byt 1 Shi e 1
e ki,
PROBATE
ABSTRACTS
Volume 1
1687 - 1775
L JOSEP IARMON o Yok, A 1.9,
i Panr o ot & e . s f e o o e
John Exdridge Frost
: ¥ gr York,
15 May 1750, to Elizabeth Dresser of Scarborough, wid, of the cst 'of e s
Nathaniel Dresser, late of Scarborough, decd int, with t&p inv exh at or bef 15
Aug next, & & p&t acct at or bef lSDe: 1750.
265. WILLIAM VAUGHAN, of Damariscotia. ~Accts (8.41). F19360. Elliot
Vaughan's acct of costs & disbs as exor of the will of his br William Vaughan with
PICTON PREe Wil assets of £174/10/0. Tnv est appr £84 O.T., costs & dishs £6333/572, unpd
coomanoe  claims against est £2767/10/5. Acct ment the mill eanings, proving the will in
- Boston, a suit of mourning for Mrs. Elizabeth Vaughan, & mourning gloves to brs
& ses.
— . TIMMAYBIARN\M of I
e of ko, w14 My

e e
T e T S e,
Maine Colonial Probate Abstracts

41

Colonial Massachusetts Probate

* Probate at COUNTY level

e AmericanAncestors.org
— Barnstable Abstracts 1685-1789;
— File papers: Essex 1638-1881;
— Hampshire 1660-1858;
— Middlesex 1648-1871;
Plymouth 1686-1881;
— Worcester 1731-1881.
— And indexes for Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester counties.

*  Ancestry.com: All counties varied years 17th-20th centuries.

* FamilySearch.org: Use the catalog to search for probate records
from your ancestor’s county of death.

42
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Colonial New Hampshire Probate

Probate at COUNTY level

Probates to 1771 are abstracted in the NH State Papers
(vols. 31-39) including wills transcribed.

http://sos.nh.gov/Papers.aspx

AmericanAncestors.org has microfilm at it's Boston
Research Center for several counties

FamilySearch.org has created an indexed collection of
New Hampshire probate records — 1660-1973

Ancestry.com’s collection covers 1643-1982

3/14/2023

ProvINCE OF NEw HAMPSHIRE

3
HAMPTON

nc of New
of Body

PROBATE RECORDS

my loveing wife

VoL 1
1635—1717

STATE PAPERS SERIES

ALBERT STILLMAN BATCHELLOR
i o State Pupers

OTIS GRANT HAMMOND
EZRA SCOLLAY STEARNS
Aistants

concomp, . H.
RUNFORD PRATING CO.

New Hampshire State Papers - Probate

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Colonial Period Vermont

* No known probate records for Vermont prior to
1777

* May find probate in New York or New Hampshire
records

— From 1749, New Hampshire claimed Vermont

— From 1764, New York claimed Vermont as part of
Albany County

* Cumberland County from Albany in 1766
* Gloucester County from Albany in 1770
* Charlotte County from Albany in 1772

46

Session Roadmap

Jurisdictions
Northern NE
Southern NE

Connecticut  EEEEEEEEE
Rhode Island | First land

.| records
Other colonies Value

Connecticut Overview of

Church
records

Rhode Island | records
Other colonies | How to find

47

Why Use Land Records

* Grantor can mention how he acquired the land

* Can sign his name with his wife

* Narrows down the

chronology

* Land description

can be compared
to other deeds

48
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First New England Land Records

* Transfer from Crown to

Colony via: INIBIVA
BEEDS

— Council (e.g. Council of
New England)

— Proprietors (e.g. Mason and
Gorges)

— “After the fact” Charter (e.g.
Connecticut, Rhode Island)

* Purchase from indigenous
tribes

JERENY DUPERTUIS BANC

49

First Charters/Grants/Patents

| Year [Grant/ Charter / Patent/ Other JFrom ______|

Towns of Windsor, Hartford and

1639 Other: F Orders

Other: Governement of New
1643 Haven Colony Towns of New Haven and Milford
1662 Charter: Connecticut Colony King Charles Il

King James and Council of New
1622 Grant: Mason and Gorges England

King Charles | and Council of New

1629 Charter: Massachusetts Bay England

1619 Other: Mayflower Compact Pilgrims

1691 Charter: Massachusetts Colony  King and Queen William and Mary
King James and Council of New

1622 Grant: Mason and Gorges England

1629 Grant: Mason King Charles |

1636 Sale: Providence lands Narragansett Tribes

1643 Patent: Providence Plantations King Charles | and Robert Warwick
Yale Law School, “Colonial Charters, Grants and Related Documents,”
law.yale.edu/subject_t h.asp

50

-Specific Subsequent
Land Transfers

17
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Deeds in Colonial Connecticut
and Rhode Island

* Organized by TOWN
* Beware of changing town boundaries

* Use the FamilySearch.org catalog to find
Connecticut and Rhode Island records at the town
level.

3/14/2023

52

Deeds in Colonial Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts
Organized by COUNTY

* Be aware of changing county boundaries

* Some early Maine deeds at the Massachusetts State
Archives

* FamilySearch.org has created an indexed collection of
Massachusetts land records

* Maine and New Hampshire records are not indexed. Use
the FamilySearch.org catalog to find at the county level.

53

Deeds in Maine, New Hampshire

and Massachusetts
* Organized by COUNTY

* Be aware of changing county boundaries

* Some early Maine deeds at the Massachusetts
State Archives

* FamilySearch.org has created an indexed
collection of Massachusetts land records

* Use the FamilySearch.org catalog to find Maine
and New Hampshire records at the county level.

54
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Cheshire County Deeds

: R

.fiy/\: Wﬁﬁ'& fd’:j/a
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< o L 2

st e,
A S 1 e
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Using the FamilySearch.org Catalog
56

Seateh Reclls for FamiySeaich, Catalog

Refine your search v | ® PRINT [5) Catalog Print Lit (0)

Print List

Results Pages Rocki County

57
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Pre-Republic Transfers

in Vermont
* New Hampshire Land Grants 1749-1764 - New
Hampshire Provincial & State Papers, Volume 26

* New York Land Patents 1688-
1786 - State Papers of
Vermont, v. 7

* Post colonial records are at the /’;
town level

Vermont Historical Society, Map of New Hampshire Land Grants, 1774

58

QUESTIONS?

Session Roadmap

Jurisdictions

Northern NE | Connecticut

Southern NE |Rhode Island | Connecticut
Church Other colonies | Rhode Island | Value
records Other colonies | Overview of
records
How to find
60
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New England’s Unique Resource:

Town Records
* Kept by Town Clerks

* Catalog of town activities
— Births, marriage and deaths
— Land transfers
— Cattle ownership
— Taxes
— Other

* Even if your ancestor does not appear in the Town
Vital Records, their presence in the community may
be elsewhere in the books

3/14/2023

61

Town Meeting Minutes, 1755

Examples of Town Records

* Lists of Officers * Treasurer’s records
* Meetings * Tax records
¢ Vitals — birth, * Warnings out
marriage, and death e
8 * Pew deeds
¢ Land Transactions .
* Licenses
* Ear marks
* Military

nn Smith Lainhart

63
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York Maine Colonial Vital Records FHL Film 7596957, image
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2
2 ) Gbniars 1784,
Ko Foiri 7 Sty 17 5E
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Dennis, MA Family Vital Records 1720-1750

Major Offices
(Who's Who in Town)

22
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Town Clerk

* Keeper of vital records

* Recorded the meeting proceedings
* Administered oaths and affidavits

 Certified licenses

3/14/2023

¢ Documented votes, resolutions, and orders

67

Selectmen

* Generally elected to a one-year term
* Managed the affairs of the town

* Performed many tasks
— Created slate of jurors
— Divided town lands

— Judge offenses against town laws and orders

68

Constable

* Posted notice for town meetings

* “Policeman” of the town
— Conduct
— Illegal activity

exist

* Warned out strangers

» Acted as tax collector if specific position did not

69
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Treasurer

* Managed town’s finances

¢ Presided over reimbursements

— Military service
— Care of poor

— Services by townspeople (constructing and
repairing roads, building schoolhouse, etc.)

70

Other Town Offices

¢ Town Clerk * Fence Viewers

¢ Selectmen * Hog Reeves

* Listers and Collectors

* Constable + Surveyor of Highways

¢ Treasurer * Jurors

71

Town Meeting Record, Sandown, NH, 1756

72
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nce
Jerth 35 Degrass West 19 Rod oo the top of the Ses
i) to Henscoms Point thence

Korth 59 Dagrees East 9 Rod thence

Nost 34 Rod on the top of the ses

Jerth 12 Desrecs
Xerth 31 Dearess

Falmouth, Maine 1753 Road Survey

3/14/2023
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Ear Marks

Cattle and sheep were grazed on common lands
* Important that each animal had identifying mark

* Marks recorded by town clerk

— Transfer of ear marks from person to person can
prove parentage or relationships

74

Ear Marks

j(uiftfmd// 4 (f l£(//,}.///' a "'_
4 r:/, e/ &’)p’)n //,f‘,f;(/»,/,»

//

Ear Mark - Ipswich, Mass.

75
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Finding Colonial
Town Records

Town Records for Dover, NH

77

Summary

¢ Colonial-era resources are often in book format.

Vital records in New England began at the town
level when a town was formed or incorporated.

* Land and probate records may be kept at the town,
county, or other jurisdictional level.

Study and know the location where your ancestor
lived: location is key to New England research!
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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Search Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Cantars & Inkiatives

Basics of Early New England Research 2023

‘Thank you for registering for Basics of Early New England Research!

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

ffzoam.us/}/97934928089

AmericanAncestors.org/basics-early-new-england-research-2023

3/14/2023

THANK YOU!
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