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Presentation (60 mins.)

e Vital and Church
* Probate
e Land

Town

Q&A (30 mins.)
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Vital and Church

Jurisdictions
Northern NE
Southern NE

Church
records

Probate

Connecticut
Rhode Island

Other colonies

Connecticut
Rhode Island

Other colonies

Value

Overview of
records

How to find
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Before Searching for

Records, Know Your
Jurisdictions




Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Jurisdictions for Colonial Records

Connecticut Town Town Probate Districts
Maine Town County County
Massachusetts Town County County
New Hampshire Town County County
Rhode Island Town Town Town

Vermont Town Its complicated Its complicated
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Genealogist’s Handbook for New
England Research 6*" edition

£ roeide /_2,4 ) A

New.Englan
RESE _m 1)

6th Edition

_‘;\

edited by
Rhonda R. McClure

New EnGLanD HisToRIC
GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY
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Vital Records
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont
Vitals

* Pre-printed cards

* Information abstracted from original handwritten
town books
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Massachusetts Vital Records

* Massachusetts has the most complete set in the nation
* Kept by towns beginning in 1620s
* Generally well-kept, but not always complete

* VRs up to 1850 published for over 200 towns, the majority in
eastern Massachusetts e

* For the western part of the state,
will need to consult special
collections such as the Corbin or
Shepard Collections
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Massachusetts Vital Records

to 1850

CAMBRIDGE BIRTHS. 501

MorsE, James, s. of Cyrus and Mary B., Apr. 6, 1820.
Joanna Page [ 1, w. of John Crafts, June 19, 1824.

G.R.3.
Joey Dunckley [

], w. of Henry Alfonso, May 2, 1836.

G.R.3.

John, 5.30f William, bp. Dec. 16, 1733. c.R.1.

John, s. of John and Tabitha, Dec. 25, 1734.

John, s. of Josiah, bp. Apr. 18, 1773. cR.I.

John Crafts, Apr. 4, 1818, GRr.3.

John Quincy Adams, s. of Daniel and

John Torrey, Mar. 27, 1813. GR.3.

Josephine Sweetser [ 1, w. of William H., Oct. 14, 1831.
G.R.3.

Josiah, s. of William and Anna, May 4, 1727.

Josiah, s. of Josiah, bp. Apr. 18, 1773. cR.I.

Julia A., d. of Ichabod, b. in Hinsdale, and Rachel, b. in Lan-
~actae ;a.l?. (.‘4f\v| N A rQUA

y ——, 1824.

ohn, s. of William, bp, Dec. 16, 1733, C.R.1.
ohn, s. of John and Tabitha, Dec. 25, 1734.
ohn, s. of Josiah, bp. Apr. 18, 1773. C.R.I.
ohn Crafits, Apr. 4, ISIS, G.R.3.
John Quincy Adams, s. of Daniel and
John Torrey, Mar. 27, 1813. GR.3.
Josephine Sweetser [. ], w. of William H., Oct. 14, 1831,
G.R.3.
Josiah, s. of William and Anna, May 4, 1727.
Josiah, s. of Josiah, bp. Apr. 18, 1773. CR.IL
Julia A., d. of Ichabod, b. in Hinsdale, and Rachel, b. in Lan-
caster, in Boston, Nov. 23, 1846.
_ Justin, s. of Josiah and Hannah, bp. Sept. 22, 1793. C.R.1.
Mason W., Nov. 17, 1813. GR.3.
Matilda Ann, d. of Ichabod and Rachel, Feb. 26, 1843.
Matilda S., d. of Ichabod and Rachel, Mar. 18, 1838.
Mehitabell, d. of Will[ia]lm and Ann, Sept. 14, 1738.
Mercy, d. of John, bp. Jan. 7, 1732-3. C.R.I.
Nathan, July 24, 1824. GR.3.
Nathaniel, s. of John, bp. July 7, 1745. CR.T.
Nathaniel, s. of John, bp. Dec. 24, 1752. C.R.I.
Persis, d. of John, bp. Aug. 14, 1757. CR.I.
Rachel B, d. of Ichabod and Rachel, Mar. 13, 1833.
Rebeckah, d. of William and Anna, July 5, 1722.

, ——, 1824,

ABBREVIATIONS.
a.— age; aged
abt. — about
b. —born

bp. — baptized

bur. — buried

ch. — child

C.R.1. — church record, First Congregational, Unitarian

c.r.2. — church record, Christ Church, Episcopal

C.R.3. — church record, First Baptist Society, Cambridgeport

C.R.4. — church record, First Church in Cambridge, or Shepard
Congregational Society

C.R.5. — church record, Harvard Street Methodist

C.R.6. — church record, Old Cambridge Baptist Society

C.R.7. — church record, St. Peter’s Episcopal Church

c.R.8. — church record, Trinity Methodist Church, East Cam-
bridge

C.R.9. — church record, Cambridgeport Parish, now united with
Third Congregational

c.R.10, — church record, Third Congregational, Unitarian

c.R.I1.—church record, Evangelical Congregational Church,
East Cambridge, now extinct; records in possession of
Congregational Library, Boston

c.r.12, — church record, Second Baptist Church, East Cam-
bridge, now extinct ; records in possession of City of Cam-
bridge

d. — daughter; died; day

Dea. — deacon

dec. — deceased

dup. — duplicate entry

G.R.I. —grave record, cemetery at Harvard Square

3
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Vital Records - Rhode Island

 Rhode Island - James
Arnold

» Vital Records of Rhode
Island, 1636-1850, First
Series: Births, Marriages
and Deaths (see
handout)

Vol 1: Kent County

Vol 2: Providence County
(Providence, Cranston,
Johnston, North Providence,
Glocester, Burrillville)

Vol 3: Providence County
(Glocester, Burrillville,
Scituate, Foster,
Cumberland, Smithfield)
Vol 4: Newport County

Vol 5: Washington County

Vol 6: Bristol County

Vol 7: Friends and ministers

Vol 8: Episcopal and
Congregational

Vol 9: Seekonk, Pawtucket and
Newman Congregational
Church

Vol 10: Town and Church
Records

Vol 11: Church Records

Vol 12: Revolutionary rolls
and newspapers, including
Providence Journal, deaths A-
R

Vol 13: Deaths, Providence
Journal and Providence
Gazette

Vol 14: Providence Gazette,
deaths and marriages

Vol 15: Providence Gazette,
marriages

United States Chronicle,
deaths

Vol 16: United States
Chronicle marriages;
American Journal, Impartial
Observer,

Providence Journal, marriages
and deaths;

Providence Semiweekly
Journal, marriages

Vol 17: Providence Phenix,
Providence Patriot,
Columbian Phenix, marriages
A-R

Vol 18: Providence Phenix,
Providence Patriot,
Columbian Phenix, marriages
S-Z, deaths A-M

Vol 19: Providence Phenix,
Providence Patriot,
Columbian Phenix, deaths N-
Z; Rhode Island American,
marriages A-G

Vol 20: Rhode Island
American, marriages H-Z,
deaths A-B

Vol 21: Rhode Island
American. Deaths, Cto S
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Vital Records - Connecticut

e Barbour Collection to 1850 jéw‘:ggggggsgm

— Lucius Barnes Barbour, State
Examiner of Public Records
from 1911-1934

e Charles R. Hale Collection, ADD, Rebhoha | L N
. ARt }‘ﬁﬂ}frft Il‘\% anlel in, Vay hlb’glaf?l,hy I
Vital Records, 1640-1955 (OB e 1 '

FRANKL :
VITALIREL ORIJS ;

R '.BH . 4 X ,m i | T
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Barbour Collection
Slip Index (FS) Town Page Windsor (AA)
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Suffield Records -
FamilySearch.org
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L ™ 3
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Barbour Collection — Town of Glastonbury
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Charles R. Hale Collection

Connecticut, Deaths and Burials Index
Name: Sarah Latimer
Birth Date: abt 1765
Age at Death: 38
Death Date: 26 Apr 1853
Death Place:  New London, Connecticut
Gender: Female
FHL Film Number:3246
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When You Cannot Find

Vital Records. ..
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Pursue Vital Record Substitutes

* Church records
* Cemetery records

* Probate records (usually filed within three months

of death)
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Church and Cemetery

Records
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Where to Find Church Records

* Many New Englanders were Congregationalists

— Check County Histories for clues about denominations in
your ancestor’s town

* Indexed databases
— American Ancestors
— Family Search
— Ancestry

Unindexed images
— Family Search

* Congregational Church Archives

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Indexed at AmericanAncestors.org

SEARCH -~ SERVICES - LEARN-~ LIBRARY -~ EVENTS ~ NE'
Databases & special Consuit or hire Improve your Access our leading Lectures, tours Upda
collections research experts research skills research center exhibits & more publi

Search All Databases 1.4 billion names from all around the world

Advanced Search Database LlSt A'Z

AmericanAncestors.org by the New England Historic Genealogical Society is one of the most widely used online genealogical resources in the wor

Vital records (incl. Bible, cemetery, church hundreds of unique searchable online databases, offering more than 1.4 billion searchable records.
SSDI)
L Search by database name

Church

@ Joumnals and periodicals

Results per page 20 50 100

114 databases Reset filters

I|i i|i Census, tax and voter lists Q @ ¥ Attleboro, MA: Church Records of Old Town Church, Attleboro First Church, 1740-1856

I Databases
© all databases Q @ ¢ Boston, MA: Church Records, 1630-1895
Immigration records e

% Oy databeses With images Q @ ¥ Attleboro, MA: Church Records of the Second Congregational Church, 1748-1851
© only my favorite databases
. B ¥ Kilingly, CT: , 1711-
Tocation Q @ Y Preston, CT: First Congregational Church Records, 1698-1898

Special Interest Databases Search external database _

United States (98) Q B ¥ Germany: Baden, Church Book Duplicates, 1810-1869
England (4)
Barbados (2) Q @ S Italy: Waldensian Evangelical Church Records, 1693-1941
Gemany 2 Q @ & South Africa: Dutch Reformed Church Registers, 1660-1970
Ireland (2)
Northern Ireland (2) Q B * Hartford, CT: Historical Catalogue of the First Church, 1633-1885
South Africa (2)
United Kingdom (2) Q @ % Milford, CT: Records of the First Church, 1640-1829
Argentina (1) Q B * Milford, CT: Records of the Second Church, 1749-1829

it 1N
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Indexed at FamilySearch.org

Search Historical Records

Records create a paper trail for your ancestors and can lead you to important

details about their life. Enter a name, and we'll look for it in birth certificates,
marriage registrations, census records, and other official documents.

L/.‘ TIPS FOR EFFEC

Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Family Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

Connecticut, Church Records, 1660-1955
Description
This collection contains Church records from several counties located in Connecticut. The records contained mixed vital

How to Use this Collection »

Search Collection

g Find a Collection Deceased Ancestor's Information
Your ancestor’s record belongs to a collection of simi Name | Alternate Name
Argentina Baptisms, for example, or United States C Hi=ENaIm=s xastiNamss
ﬂ Searching a specific collection is one way to narrow \
you don't know the collection's exact title, start typir Search with a life event:
to help you. Birth | Marriage | Residence | Death | Any
Birthplace Birth Year (Range)
Collection Title
From To

Connecticut Chur]

Search with a relationship:

Spouse | Father | Mother | Other Person
I Connecticut, Church Records, 1660-1955
Restrict records by:

ocation | Type | Batch Number | Film Number

Country or Location State or Province
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1‘ FamilySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records Images Family Tre Catalog Books Wiki

FamilySearch Catalog

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch online and in libraries and

centers worldwide.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:

Place | Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords

Place

| United States, Maine, York, Biddeford|

Search for:
Call Number | Film/Fiche/Image Group Number (DGS)
Availability
o Any
Online

Family History Center

Unindexed at Family Search — FamilySearch.org
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lily Tree Genealogies Catalog Books Wiki

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog

Refine your search - & PRINT Catalog Print List (0)
Search by: Part of United States, Maine, York
Place

United States, Maine, York, E
United States, Maine, York, Biddeford - Cemeteries ( 2 )

Surnames United States, Maine, York, Biddeford - Church history ( 1)

Titles United States, Maine, York, Biddeford - Church records ( 7 )
Author

Subjects Manual of the Second Congregational Church, Biddeford, Maine.
Keywords Author:  Second Congregational Church in Biddeford Maine

Search for:

Call Number
Film/Fiche Number

Marriages of St. Andre, Biddeford, Maine (1899-1978)
Author: Labonté, Youville, 1925-

Availability Marriages of St. Joseph, Biddeford, Maine (1870-1979)

O Ay Author:  Labonté, Youville, 1925-
Online Marriages, St. Mary's Parish, 1850-1989, Biddeford, Maine
Family History Center Author:  Bergeron, Simonne; Franco-American Genealogical Society of York

County, Maine; Catholic Church. St. Mary's Parish (Biddeford,

Maine)
Update Reset

Membership, baptisms, marriages of the 1st Church of Christ in Biddeford, Maine

Author:  Lilly, Georgiana H. (Georgiana Hewins), b. 1877; First Church of
Christ (Biddeford, Maine); Daughters of the American Revolution.
Mary Kelton Dummer Chapter (Hallowell, Maine)

Parish records, 1742-1872

FamilySearch.org
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4{ BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Records of first congregational church in Biddeford

Statement of Responsibility: communicated by A. K. P. Meserve
Format: Journal Article

Language: English

Physical: p. 8-14

Notes

To view a digital version of this article click here.

Church records, including vital dates, with dates ranging 1756-1777.

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, Maine, York, Biddeford - Church records

Part of

FamilySearch.org
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Catalog Contact/Directions Login DONATE
Congregational Library & Archives
History Matters Skl

Get Connected Manuscript Collections Digital Collections Get Involved Plymouth's Pilgrims

Series I: Church Records DIGITAL COLLECTIONS

This series contains collections of church records documenting early Puritan, Congregational,
and Christian (denomination) history in New England. These collections describe the founding
and operating of these churches, their concerns, difficulties, and triumphs. They speak to the
lives of their ministers, the events and concerns of their communities, the civil affairs of the
town, and the lives of the people who sat in the pews.

New England's Hidden Histories: Colonial-Era
Church Records

Series I: Church Records

In this series you will find records of. church meetings and votes; births, deaths, baptisms, and Series II: Personal Papers and Documents
marriages; church discipline, including admonitions, confessions, censures, and
excommunications; ecclesiastical council minutes. Of particular note are the personal
conversion narratives, called "relations”, found in several of the collections. These documents, About the Project Partners
prepared by any individual seeking church membership, offer insight into many under-
documented populations including women, children, Native Americans, slaves, and indentured

Series lll: Conference and Association Records

Church Records Transcription Project

servants. Digital Collections Copyright & Use
Click on the name of the collection to go to its description page. People of Color Finding Aid

h H & Image Catalog
The Collections

Abington, Mass. First Congregational Church (1714-1877) TRANSCRIPTION AVAILABLE

Barnstable, Mass. East Parish Church (1717-1816) TRANSCRIPTION AVAILABLE
Barnstable, Mass. West Parish Church (1639-1853) TRANSCRIPTION AVAILABLE
Bennington, Vt. First Church (1752-1937) NEW!

Berkley, Mass. Congregational Church (1737-1814)

Biddeford, Maine. First Church of Christ (1742-1781) NEW!

congregationallibrary.org/digital-collections
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/l NEHH Q Q H &A™

Dover Nh
: . 4 : ) B |
Collection Information Lopy #f - (ithssigy Raconels of A“C{‘""u‘ri‘.% -
,/‘,'/', ol A AL 3 i St W S Syt - : i
Baptisms, marriages, and (LA G teinonmn, Daniig it of' o p? SiswatRy Gasasieh ¥
AL (I NI TS Al o S B vnp T iy » -
deaths, o Inundadt - oy ’ .
Church correspondence 77
1828-1855, vol. 1 o300 Thaveims 3 Vhi s k™ of Joroe Hwogers

Church correspondence
1828-1855, vol. 2

Church records (loose), 1828-
1855

Church records, 1762-1862

Church records, 1766-1829

Church records, 1831-1857

Jeremy Belknap
correspondence, 1786

Letter of public assurance,
1639

Tax documents, 1781-1784

Dover, NH Records
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Indexed at Ancestry.com

Card Catalog

Searchable listing of all record collections

Title
Vermont Results 1-16 of 16 Sort By
Keyword(s) Title Category Records  Activity
il [ Swanton, Franklin county, Vermont, Church Records, 1872-1934: Saint Birth, Marriage &Death 1,681

Mary's Church Death Records
m or ClearAll

[ Swanton, Vermont, Church Records, 1858-1884

Only records from current region [ swanton, Vermont Church Records, 1865-1908 Swa nton, vermont, ChurCh Recor‘

Search > Birth, Marriage & Death

[ Irish Famine Immigrants in the State of Vermont Gravestone m

Inscriptions Match all terms exactly

Filter By Ca
First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
Birth, Marriage & Death 5 [ Memorials of a Century: Early history of Bennington, Vermon
. : ; First Church
Directories & Member Lists i
Year Location
Stories, Memories & Histories 1 [ Collections relating to the history and inhabitants of the tow Birth
Townshend, Vermont
Lived In
Filter By Location [ St.James' Episcopal Church, Arlington, Vermont : a sketch of
North ATnerica and growth of Saint James' Parish, the oldest parish Marriage
USA 16 [ Catholic memoirs of Vermont and New Hampshire : with sket Any Event
lives of Rev. Wm. Henry Hoyt, and Fanny Allen : also with
Add family member: lot Spouse

First & Middle Name(s) Last Name
Father

Mother

Spouse
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QUESTIONS?
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Vital and Church

Jurisdictions
Northern NE
Southern NE

Church
records

Probate

Connecticut
Rhode Island

Other colonies

Connecticut
Rhode Island

Other colonies

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Probate Records

* Probate is the process of settling an estate after death
— Many steps

— Generates documents

* Use to:
— Verify family relationships

— Substitute when vital records are lacking
* Approximate death dates
* When a daughter was married by
* When a wife was deceased by
— Trace the origin of family items or property

— Provide context of ancestor’s life

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Jurisdictions for Colonial Records

Connecticut Town Town II;::tt:i: tti
Maine Town County County
Massachusetts Town County County
New Hampshire Town County County
Rhode Island Town Town Town

Vermont Town Its complicated Its complicated

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 33



Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Colonial Connecticut Probate

* New Haven Colony (to 1655) — Probate kept at town or
colony

* Connecticut Colony

— Particular Court (1639 - 1665) - Records transcribed and
published

— Court of Assistants (1665- 1711) — An appeals court, records
transcribed and published

— County Courts (1666 - 1855) - Handled probate for four
original counties, Hartford, New London, New Haven, and
Fairfield until 1698

— 1698 Probate District system established
* Original 4 county courts
* 1719 new districts began to be established.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Bridgeport Probate Court Districts

(Effective January 9, 2019)

Connecticut Probate Districts; Handbook, p. 18

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Legatee

District Fairfield

\'\5‘ No. §H50)\ Deposited Dec. 9, 1929

: tI_,W’llh and Codicils

Bonds

wm and Petitibns
). 1nventories

Orders of Court

Rctnm to Court

REVISED STATUTES, 1918, SEC. 1086

Connecticut Probate Index 1648-1881

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Colonial Rhode Island Probate

o AmericanAncestors.org: microfilms of town
probates for about half of Rhode Island towns

o AmericanAncestors.org: Index to Providence
probate, 1646-1899

o FamilySearch.org: Search BY TOWN for probate
records — will need to access through a Family
History Center or Affiliate

o Ancestry.com: Varied material, years 17%-20t%
centuries.
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|
Smith ) Snow, cont. 1
cont. |
Smyth ! 1872 Edward S. . . | administration | A10412
1830 William G. . . guardianship A5276 1822 Elisha . | administration | A4686 -
1311 William Henry . guardianship ~ A4067 | 1896 Eliza will . . 2993
1812 William Henry . administration  A4119 | 1890 Elizabeth . guardianship | A16834
1891 Wiltiam 1. ‘ depend’t child A17711 1869 Florence E. . . - will . A9653
12899 William .J. .- . administration 5131 | 1890 Florence P. . guardianship | A16746
1893 William .J. B. administration 1000 | 1822 George . owill . A4703
1896 William M. . will . A3431 1895 George W. . . will . . 2564
1855 William K. . alien . A18329 | 1890 Helen P. . . | guardlanshlp A16746
1873 William T. . will . . A10778 || 1812 James . administration | A4147
13%4 William T. . guardianship  A16288 || 1879  Jeanette M. . | real estate . |A18705
" | 1891 | J. Lippitt . administration 18
Smithers |/ 1851 John . . | administration | A6992
1895 Ann admmistration | 2476 | ' 1848  John B. . | administration | A6656
1895 Marv E. . guardianship 2477 1842 John C. . . | guardxanshlp A6178
' | 1879 |  John C. . - will . . | A12401
Smyth,we Smith 1852 | John E. . * guardlanshlp A18245
Snell | */| 1872 John L. . 5 1 guardla.nshlp A10456
e - 55 . ’ 1873 Jobn L. . . | administration | A10566
1877 William B. . administration | A 11780 1 1773 | - . . will -, e A936
: | | 1884 | Joseph G. . . | administration A13980
Snelling | 11830 |  Joseph Potang . | will . . . .| Ab6298
18347 Samuel administration! A65627| 1801 | Josiah ' administration m %
11813 |  Josiah administration | A4168
Snively | 11888 | Julia E. . will . . . .|A16008 -
- 5 i 1 - S . ess Adammy
Rhode Island Probate Index 1636-1899
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olonies with

County-Level Probate
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Colonial Maine Probate

* Probate kept at COUNTY level
— Cumberland Co. Probates destroyed by fire in 1907.

* FamilySearch.org has created an indexed collection of
probate for 1760-1979

* Ancestry.com: All counties varied years 17th-20th
Century

* Published Compilations
— Sargent’s Maine Wills 1640-1760, on
www.AmericanAncestors.org

— John E. Frost’s, Maine Probate Abstracts 1687-1800 were
published in 1991 by Picton Press in two volumes
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340 MAINE PROBATE ABSTRACTS

MAI Curtis of York, yeoman, their gdn to act in their behalf [esp in their shares of the
NE ests of mr & g fr] during their minorities; all, 27 Apr 1750. Wits: Mark Hunking,
Mark Hunking, Jr.

P ROBATE 8/60. DOROTHY & SARAH LOVET, of Scarborough. Gdnship (8.38). F12349.
Ct appts York, 27 Apr 1750, Thomas Curtis of York, yeoman, gdn to Dorothy &
Sarah Lovet, minors & chn of Dorothy Lovet, decd, who was dau of James Tyler,
ABSTRACTS late of Scarborough, decd, to act in their behalf [esp in their shares of the est of
mr & g fr] during their minorities.

8/61. JOSEPH MITCHELL, of Kittery. Quietus (8.39). F13276. Whereas John
Vol 1 Mitchell of Wells, admor of the est of Joseph Mitchell, late of Kittery, yeoman,

——— decd, has exh an inv & made up his accts, ct acquits & discharges him, York, 4
May 1750.

1687 - 1775

8/62. JOSEPH HARMON, of York. Accts (8.39). F8596. Mercy Harmon [now
Frost]’s acct of costs & disbs as admx of the est of her former husb Joseph
Harmon, late of York, mariner, decd: inv est appr £527/16/3 N.T.,costs & disbs
£154/16/6'%. Att by Mercy Harmon Frost, admx, & all. £82/11/6 L.M.,being
£154/16/6'4 N.T.

8/63. JOHN JORDAN, of Falmouth. Accts (8.39). F10548. Deliverance Pollick,
wife & late wid'sacet of costs & disbs as admx of the est of her former husb John
Jordan, late of Falmouth, decd, totalling £532/2/4; admx adds to inv £154/12/0;

8/64. NATHANIEL DRESSER, of Scarborough. LA (8.40). F4699. LA gr York,
15 May 1750, to Elizabeth Dresser of Scarborough, wid, of the est of her husb
Nathaniel Dresser, late of Scarborough, decd int, with t&p inv exh at or bef 15
Aug next, & a p&t acct at or bef 15 Dec 1750.

8/65. WILLIAM VAUGHAN, of Damariscotta. Accts (8.41). F19360. Elliot
Vaughan's acet of costs & disbs as exor of the will of his br William Vaughan with
BICTON PoE:  dl assets of £174/10/0. Inv est appr £84 O.T.,costs & disbs £6333/5/2, unpd

CAMDEN, MAINE claims against est £2767/10/5. Acct ment the mill earnings, proving the will in
1991 Boston, a suit of mourning for Mrs. Elizabeth Vaughan, & mouming gloves to brs
& srs.

| JEIS Ul SV UUDITUUENL, UTAU, WRALIIE UV 1U/V, at O ail, LJ viay Lrowv.

8/67. THOMAS DEARBON, of Biddeford. Inv (8.43). F4214. Inv of the est of
Thomas Dearbon, late of Biddeford, appr 14 May 1750, by Daniel Smith, John
Smith & Joseph Poak, at £1025/10/0; ext att York, 15 May 1750 by Nathan Swett,

Maine Colonial Probate Abstracts
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Colonial Massachusetts Probate

 Probate at COUNTY level

* AmericanAncestors.org
— Barnstable Abstracts 1685-1789;
— File papers: Essex 1638-1881;
— Hampshire 1660-1858;
— Middlesex 1648-1871;
— Plymouth 1686-1881;
— Worcester 1731-1881.
— And indexes for Norfolk, Suffolk and Worcester counties.

* Ancestry.com: All counties varied years 17th-20th centuries.

* FamilySearch.org: Use the catalog to search for probate records
from your ancestor’s county of death.
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Colonial New Hampshire Probate

Probate at COUNTY level

Probates to 1771 are abstracted in the NH State Papers
(vols. 31-39) including wills transcribed.

http://sos.nh.gov/Papers.aspx

AmericanAncestors.org has microfilm at it's Boston
Research Center for several counties

FamilySearch.org has created an indexed collection of
New Hampshire probate records - 1660-1973

Ancestry.com’s collection covers 1643-1982

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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PROBATE RECORDS

OF THE

ProvINCE oF NEw HAMPSHIRE

VOL. 1
1635—1717

STATE PAPERS SERIES
VoL. 31

ALBERT STILLMAN BATCHELLOR
Editor of State Papers

OTIS GRANT HAMMOND
EZRA SCOLLAY STEARNS
Assistants

CONCORD, N. H.
RUMFORD PRINTING CO.
1907

New Hampshire State Papers - Probate

NEW HAMPSHIRE WILLS 243

GODFREY DEARBORN 1680 HAMPTON

I Godfreey Dearbarne of Hampton in the @venc of New
Hampshier in New England Being aged and Inferme of Body
* - -

I Give and Bequeath Unto Dorothy Dearbarn my loveing wife
for the terme of her life my Dwelling House & Barne & orchyard
and the Use and Improvementt of all my land both Areable land
pastuer & marsh land for her Comfortable subsistenc Duering the
terme of Her life, and the use and Improvementt of all my move-
ables within Dores and withoutt Duering the terme of her life

Itt I Doe Give and bequeath Unto my Grand Child Ann Shat-
redg that now liveth with mee one two vear old Heffer which she
is to Receive att the End of Her time y! she is to live with mee

Itt T Doe Give Unto my sone Thomas Dearbarne my Dark
Browne horse which I Use to Rid on

Itt I Doe Give Unto my son Thomas and Henry Dearbarn all
the Rest of my Cattle thatt shall Remaine att the Decease of the
longest liver of mee or my wife Exepting Sheep and swine which
are other wayes Disposed of

Itt my will and pleasure is thatt all the Sheepe and swine that
shall Remaine att my wives Decease shall bee Equally Divided
betwixt all my Grand Children y* shall bee then living : and the
Division to be made by my Executors & over seers

Itt I Doe Give and Bequeath Unto my Son John Dearbarn my
House barne and house lott and all my land both Areable land
pastuers medows & marshes and all Towne Rights and priveledges
thereunto belonging and all my tooles and Carts & other Imple-
ments of Husbandry : and I Doe appointt my son John Dearbarne
to bee my Exectuer to this my will and the Estate the which he is
to Enter Upon and possesse att my wives Decease and to bee and
Remaine to him and his Heires for Ever

Itt I Doe ordaine and Appointt my two Eldest sons Thomas
Dearbarne & henry Dearbarne to bee my over seers to this my
last will and testamentt whom I appointt to see to the managmentt

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Vermont
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Colonial Period Vermont

* No known probate records for Vermont prior to
1777

* May find probate in New York or New Hampshire
records

— From 1749, New Hampshire claimed Vermont

— From 1764, New York claimed Vermont as part of
Albany County

e Cumberland County from Albany in 1766
* Gloucester County from Albany in 1770
* Charlotte County from Albany in 1772

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Session Roadmap

Vital and Church

Jurisdictions

Northern NE Connecticut

Southern NE Rhode Island | First land
Church Other colonies records Value
records Connecticut Overview of

Rhode Island | records

Other colonies | How to find
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Why Use Land Records

* Grantor can mention how he acquired the land

* (Can sign his name with his wife
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First New England Land Records

 Transfer from Crown to

Colony via INIBIVAN
DEEDS

— Council (e.g. Council of
New England)

— Proprietors (e.g. Mason and
Gorges)

— “After the fact” Charter (e.g.
Connecticut, Rhode Island)

* Purchase from indigenous
tribes

Land Transactions in Plymouth Colony, 1620-1691

JEREMY DUPERTUIS BANGS

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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First Charters/Grants/Patents
Grant / Charter / Patent / Other _

Connecticut Towns of Windsor, Hartford and
1639 Other: Fundamental Orders Wethersfield
Other: Governement of New
1643 Haven Colony Towns of New Haven and Milford
1662 Charter: Connecticut Colony King Charles
King James and Council of New
“ 1622 Grant: Mason and Gorges England
Massachusetts King Charles | and Council of New
1629 Charter: Massachusetts Bay England
1619 Other: Mayflower Compact Pilgrims
1691 Charter: Massachusetts Colony King and Queen William and Mary
New Hampshire King James and Council of New
1622 Grant: Mason and Gorges England
1629 Grant: Mason King Charles |
1636 Sale: Providence lands Narragansett Tribes
1643 Patent: Providence Plantations King Charles | and Robert Warwick

Yale Law School, “Colonial Charters, Grants and Related Documents,”
https://avalon.law.yale.edu/subject_menus/statech.asp
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Colony-Specific Subsequent
Land Transfers
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Deeds in Colonial Connecticut
and Rhode Island

* Organized by TOWN
* Beware of changing town boundaries

* Use the FamilySearch.org catalog to find
Connecticut and Rhode Island records at the town

level.
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Deeds in Colonial Maine, New
Hampshire and Massachusetts
* Organized by COUNTY
+ Be aware of changing county boundaries

* Some early Maine deeds at the Massachusetts State
Archives

* FamilySearch.org has created an indexed collection of
Massachusetts land records

* Maine and New Hampshire records are not indexed. Use
the FamilySearch.org catalog to find at the county level.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Deeds in Maine, New Hampshire

and Massachusetts
* Organized by COUNTY

* Be aware of changing county boundaries

* Some early Maine deeds at the Massachusetts
State Archives

* FamilySearch.org has created an indexed
collection of Massachusetts land records

* Use the FamilySearch.org catalog to find Maine
and New Hampshire records at the county level.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Cheshire County Deeds
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Using the FamilySearch.org Catalog

Ef FamilySearch  Family Tree Memories Indexing Activities FamllysearCh Catalog

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, microfilm,

Records microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch online and in libraries and
centers worldwide.
. Images .
@ We're testing new features that Iy moments and connect with others,
Family Tree ! Learn more about the cataleg and how to access materials.

Genealogies

el Search by:

Place | Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords
Books

Place

Research Wiki
l United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham

rootstech

by FamilySearch Search for:

Call Mumber | Film/Fiche/Imags Group Number (DGS)

Previous e Next

Availability

Gaspard Eusebe Groulx o Any
1828-Deceased » GMDZ-WYP .

) Online
View my relationship
was tagged in a photo Family History Center
Marriage: Gaspard & Marguerite Groux ( Aumond )

T : ,. : ,,(,_‘ e Search Reset

P T oo it ,- O
A 2 d A ‘K_ 7 P LT T
£2 0 ﬁ i ..5)..1_-..—_4_2“.1.,41_ e

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 56



Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog

Refine your search v ® PRINT Catalog Print List (0)
Search by: Motes -
Flace Created 1771, original county
United States, New Hampshi Part of United States, New Hampshire
Surnames o . ) .
it Places within United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham »
itles
Author
Subjects United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Biography ( 3 ) Print List
Keywords United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Business records and commerce [ 2 )
United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Cemeteries ( 1)
Search for: United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Census ([ 1)
Call Number United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Census - 1800 ( 1)
Film/Fiche/Image Group United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Church records ( 3 )
Number (DGS) United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Church records - Indexes ( 1)
Availability United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Correctional institutions ([ 2 )
o o United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Correctional institutions - Indexes [ 1 )
I United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Court records ( 4 )
mine United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Description and travel [ 1)
FamilySearch center United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Directories { 4 )
United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Genealogy ([ 8 )
United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Genealogy - Periodicals ( 1)
Update Reset P g a9y L
United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Guardianship [ 2 )
United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - History ( 15 )
United States, New Hampshire, Rockingham - Land and property ( 4 )
Births, marriages, deaths, marriage intentions, earmarks, strays, 1670-1747 Add
Author:  Massachusetts. County Court (Morfolk County); Massachusetts.
County Court (Essex County)
Deeds, 1770-1852; indexes to deeds, 1643-1882 Add
Author:  Rockingham County (New Hampshire). Register of Deeds
Moore family documents in Londendery, Grafton, Rockingham, and Hillsborough Add
Counties, New Hampshire
Records of the county of Norfolk, in the colony of Massachusetts Add

Author:  pulsifer, David, 1802-1894

Results Pages Rockingham County
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Pre-Republic Transfers

in Vermont
* New Hampshire Land Grants 1749-1764 - New

Hampshire Provincial & State Papers, Volume 26

+ New York Land Patents 1688- Sha
1786 — State Papers of o= e
Vermont, v. 7

e

]

town level

Vermont Historical Society, Map of New Hampshire Land Grants, 1774
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QUESTIONS?

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 3: Basics of Early New England Research

Session Roadmap

Vital and Church

Jurisdictions
Northern NE
Southern NE

Church
records

Connecticut
Rhode Island

Other colonies

Connecticut
Rhode Island

Other colonies
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New England’s Unique Resource:

Town Records
* Kept by Town Clerks

* Catalog of town activities
— Births, marriage and deaths
— Land transfers
— Cattle ownership
— Taxes

— Other

* Even if your ancestor does not appear in the Town
Vital Records, their presence in the community may
be elsewhere in the books

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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Town Meeting Minutes, 1755
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Town Records
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Examples of Town Records

e Lists of Officers e Treasurer’s records

* Meetings * Tax records

* Vitals — birth, * Warnings out

marriage, and death o e,
* Pew deeds DIGGING for 2
. GENEALOGICAL
e Land Transactions , TREASURE

® Llcenses in New Englan:

e Ear marks

 Military

AN < L
= ._,__.f; Ann Smith Lainhart
I""n___/"l Morw Exceasn Hiromss s ooou oo
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Major Offices

- (Who's Who in Town)
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Other Town Offices

 Town Clerk  Fence Viewers

e Selectmen * Hog Reeves

e Listers and Collectors

* Constable o Surveyor of HighwaYS

e 'Treasurer e Jurors
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Town Meeting Record, Sandown, NH, 1756
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| -
| ' . 209

'h Voted that Twelve Founds be railsed for mendini
o great Bridge the year past. i
10th Voted That Forty Pounds be raised to defray
Town charges the present year. E e Bzl
11th Voted That that part of the money assest
last year to mend Hlzh ways and not committed, be
this year appropriated to mend the High Ways.
12th Voted that the Select men sell the Pest House

for what it will fetch.
13th Article dismissed.
Recorded Pr., Step n. Longfellow Town Clerk

Falmouth Peb ry.20th 1753.
gy the desire of the Selectmen of Falmouth
I, the Subscriber have measured and laid out Roads in
Falmouth aforesaid as follows - : 2
Begin at Henry licKennys westerly corner at Cape
Elizabeth thence 5
North 35 Degrees West 19 Rod on the top of the Sea
Well to Hanscoms Point thence
Horth 59 Degrees Kast 9 Rod thence
Worth 32 Dezrees West 3l Rod on the top of the sea
gll to Capt, Wm,Wentworths Land thence
South 88 Degrees West ﬁ Rod the 1ce

MERE Al T el = S

Falmouth Feb ry.20th 1753.
By the desire of the Selectmen of Falmouth
1, the Subscriber have measured and laid out Roads in
Falmouth aforesaid as follows = i
Begin -at Henry McKennys westerly corner at Cape
Elizabeth thence =
North 35 Degrees West 19 Rod on the top of the Sea
wall to Hanscoms Point thence
North 59 Degrees East 9 Rod thence
North 32 Deirees West 3l Rod on the top of the sea
Wall to Capt, Wm.Wentworths Land thence
South 88 Dezrees West 74 Rod theice
North 9 Dezgrees West 11l Rod thence
North 47 Degrees East 6 Rode thence -
North 9 Desrees East 12 Rod thence
North 21 Dezrees West 19 Rod thence
North 12 Dezrees East 30 Rod thence
North 31 Degrees West 16 Rod thence Narth 90 Rod“between

gw field in the Road that iIs now trod
o Sg Degbebs Westtb6 Rod then
Nror:h 88 Dezrees West 29 Rod then
tofth 57 Degrees West 30 Rod, which goes about 7 Rod
s:u:he Horthward of John Jordans Barn, then
Yo h Degrees West 94 Rod near the swamp to the
5 ”*Ehwﬁrd of Richard Jordans Barn, thence :
a:‘a R 63 Dezrees West 0 Rod to & small red oak tree
p.0dlng about 2 Rod to the Southward of James Jordans
s:-::;hl‘-hgnce
% 03 Degrees West 28 Rod then

::““ L1 Degrees West 14 Rod which leads into the

mer Road over the long ceuseway to Glement Jordans
oo 024 to be Two Rod in width, and to be extended

® Rod each way, from these courses.

Falmouth, Maine 1753 Road Survey
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Ear Marks

* (Cattle and sheep were grazed on common lands

* Important that each animal had identifying mark

* Marks recorded by town clerk

— Transfer of ear marks from person to person can
prove parentage or relationships
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Ear Marks
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Ear Mark - Ipswich, Mass.
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Finding Colonial

Town Records
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Volume 1 contains: vol. A & B (transcript of A) town records and land grants 1647-1753. Volume 2 contains: vol. C fragments of leaves, lot layouts 1656-1675,
tax lists 1675-1677; vol. D town records 1661- 1670; vol. E rate book 1662-1672; vol. G town records 1722 and 1758; vol. I highway layouts 1686-1730; vol. J
highway layouts 1711; vol. K highway layouts 1733-1805; vol. Y scraps of records; vol. M vital statistics 1684-1838. Volume 3 contains: vol. F town records and
lot layouts 1693-1757; vol. X index. Volume 4 contains: vol. H town records and land grants 1736-1807; vol. W index. Volume 5 contains: vol. L surveyor of
highway records 1812-1825; vol. Q inventories 1794-1812. Volume 6 contains: vol. R inventory list 1820; vol. S inventory list 1821; vol. T inventory list 1822;
vol. U inventory lists 1822-1828; vol. V inventory list 1823. Volume 7 contains: vol. O town accounts 1741-1786; vol. P town accounts 1816-1832.

Includes indexes.

Also includes births 1674-1838, marriages 1704-1822 and deaths 1703- 1834.

View this catalog record in WorldCat for other possible copy locations @

Subjects
Locality Subjects

United States, New Hampshire, Strafford, Dover - Vital records
United States, New Hampshire, Strafford, Dover - Town records

United States, New Hampshire, Strafford, Dover - Land and property

Film/Digital Notes

Image Group Number

Note Location Collection/Shelf Film Format
(DGS)
Town records vol. 1 1647-1753; vol. 2 1693- Family History United States & Canada 2nd Floor
; < 15118 5510598 (O]
1838 Library Film
Family History United States & Canada 2nd Floor
Town records vol. 3 1693-1757 ; = 15119 5510599 [ O]
Library Film
Family History United States & Canada 2nd Floor
Town records vol. 4 1736-1807 ) X 15120 5510600 [ O]
Library Film
Town records vol. 5 1794-1825; vol. 6 1820- Family History United States & Canada 2nd Floor
) i 15121 5510601 (O]
1828 Library Film
Family History United States & Canada 2nd Floor o
Town records vol. 7 1741-1832 ) X 15122 8619658 B
Library Film

Town Records for Dover, NH
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Summary

 (Colonial-era resources are often in book format.

* Vital records in New England began at the town
level when a town was formed or incorporated.

* Land and probate records may be kept at the town,
county, or other jurisdictional level.

 Study and know the location where your ancestor
lived: location is key to New England research!
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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£ 1 American Ancestors. A NatinayOcniel on Paily lcoisinie (D) abotets @) crassenies

by New ENGLAXD HISTORIC GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY HISTO!’]}, Hen tage & CU“U re

Sea]_‘ch Events Membership Give Publications Expert Help Tools Signature Projects Centers & Initiatives

Basics of Early New England Research 2023

Thank you for registering for Basics of Early New England Research!

As a group, 17th-century New Englanders are arguably one of the most studied groups on the planet, and thus descendants are
blessed with a multitude of resources. In many cases, town vital records, church, colony, court, probate, land, military, and tax records
not only have survived, but have been abstracted and published. And yet, early New England is not without its challenges and
idiosyncrasies. This five-week course will discuss the settlement of and migrations within New England, how to locate and utilize
original and published records, and strategies for breaking down brick walls. This course will cover the colonial period (1620-1776) in
the area of what is today Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island, and Vermont.

This course includes five 90-minute classes; exclusive access to handouts and recordings of each presentation; and in-depth q&a
sessions with the instructors.

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

Click here to join the live sessiions: https://zoom.us/j/97934928059

If you are unable to attend, you will be able to watch the recorded sessions below.

AmericanAncestors.org/basics-early-new-england-research-2023
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org
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