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Research Challenges
• Lack of records

• Over the generations, information about a 
family’s Irish origins lost

• Common surnames, difficult to identify 
ancestor, relationship among those with same 
surname
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Research Strategy
• Work from the known to the unknown

• Continue research back to immigrant ancestor 

• Don’t jump across too soon

• Conduct community-focused research
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• Conduct a thorough search 
of U.S. or Canadian records 
first

• Identifying the parish or 
townland in Northern 
Ireland reduces the 
possibility of pursuing false 
leads

• By searching U.S./Canadian-
based records, you may 
identify other family 
members who immigrated 
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Tip
Get to know town and county 

boundaries, establishment 
dates, former names or parent 

towns, and other details
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Source: Boston Public Library, Norman B. Leventhal Map & Education Center

The Harbor of Casco Bay and Islands 
Adjacent, 1720

Be sure to review 
maps that pertain 
to the time period 
and location 
where your 
ancestor settled
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Eighteenth-Century
Immigration to America
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Waves of Migration
• 1717/1718 primarily to New England

• In the 1720s to New Castle, Delaware

• Other areas experienced an influx of immigrants during 
the mid-1700s including Pennsylvania, Virginia, North and 
South Carolina

• Factors Influencing Decision to Immigrate Included:
– Religious Freedom
– Rack-renting
– Drought
– Opportunity to own land
– Join other members of the family 

or community
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A petition for Colonel Samuel Shute, Governor of New England 
signed March 1718 by approximately 300 individuals from the 
Bann River Valley, Coleraine, County Londonderry, asking 
permission “to Transport our selves to that very excellent and 
renowned Plantation upon our obtaining from his Excellency 
suitable encouragement.”

Among those who signed petition was “Alexdr McGregore”

The 1718 Shute Petition
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Arrival at New England in 1718
• Over 500 individuals arrived in Boston during the summer of 

1718; the William and Elizabeth,  McCallum, and Mary and 
Elizabeth sailed from Londonderry

• William and Mary and Robert sailed from Coleraine

• No complete list of passengers, but local sources such as the 
Boston News-Letter reported on ship arrivals

Reporting on the arrival of the ship William and Mary from Ireland, published in the 
Boston News-Letter 28 July 1718 
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Town Records
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Boston Town Records
• Multi-volume set of records 

titled Report of the Record 
Commissioners of the City of 
Boston contain a variety of 
transcribed records pertaining 
to Boston dating back to the 
colonial era

• Available at various repositories 
such as NEHGS, as well as 
online at hathitrust.org
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Records Relating to the 
Early History of Boston, 
vol. 13,  page 63 

Selectmen’s Minutes, 
1719-1720
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Records Relating to 
the Early History of 
Boston, vol. 13, p. 52

Selectmen’s
Minutes, 1719-1720
(27 April 1719)
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Published Town Records
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From Early 
Records of 
Londonderry, 
Windham, and 
Derry, N.H.
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Vital / Church Records
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FamilySearch.org
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Check town and county histories for details about area churches.
The information may help you determine where church records
are available.
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Transcription of headstones at St. Augustine 
Cemetery, South Boston, Massachusetts

Cemetery 
Resources
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Town and County 
Histories
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Study the History and People of 
the Community where your 

Ancestor Resided
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Databases - AmericanAncestors.org
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Probate and Land 
Records
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William Patton’s will dated 1793, 
Augusta County, Virginia
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County Court Judgments
Augusta County, Virginia

Provides details about 
several members of 
William Patton’s family
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Maine Land Record Resources, familysearch.org
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Newspapers
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Notice on the arrival in Boston of the ship William and Mary from Ireland, 
the Boston News-Letter, 28 July 1718 
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New Hampshire Gazette: Newspaper 
Abstracts, 1756-1759
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“Information Wanted” 
Advertisements

• The advertisements in The Pilot, a Boston-based 
newspaper, ran from the early 1830s through the 
early 1920s

• Not limited to immigrants who lived in the 
Boston area

• Detailed, includes names of family members, 
place of birth
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Advertisement from The Pilot
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Searching Newspapers
• Online:
– Newspapers.com ($)
– Genealogybank.com ($)
– NewspaperArchive.com ($)
– Chronicling America (FREE)
– News.google.com/newspapers (FREE)

• Published resources
– Local libraries and historical societies
– Worldcat.org
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Manuscript 
Collections
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Tip
Check manuscript 

collections of university 
libraries
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https://researchworks.oclc.org/archivegrid/
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Charitable Irish 
Society of Boston
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• Founded in Boston in 1737; remains an active society

• Its motto: With Good Will Doing Service

• Original objectives of the society:
– “Relief of poor, aged and infirm persons, and such as have 

been reduced by sickness, shipwreck and other accidental 
misfortunes”

– “To advance socially and morally the interests of the Irish 
people”
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Partial list of members, ca. 1760s
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NEHGS has a transcription of the original Session 
Book in its manuscript collection, and also offers 
it in database form (Ireland: Session Book of 
Aghadowey, 1702-1725)

Aghadowey Session Book
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Eighteenth-Century
Immigration to Canada
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Immigration to Canada in 
the mid-1700s

• A number of those who settled in Nova Scotia in 
the 1760s were from areas such as New 
Hampshire, while others emigrated from several 
Ulster counties including Londonderry and 
Donegal. 
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Erin’s Sons: Irish Arrivals in Atlantic Canada
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Immigrants at Grosse Île Quarantine Station, 1832-1937 - bac-lac.gc.ca
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Nova Scotia Archives [archives.novascotia.ca]
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Membership in 
Organizations
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What you’re likely to find
• Some organization records contain membership 

cards that list member’s place of birth

• A society’s commemorative booklet may include 
biographical sketches on members, including Irish 
origins

• Some records have been digitized and available 
online, some published, some may be in archives
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Tip
If still active, contact 

organization’s head office 
to ask about records
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Masons 
• In America, dates back to 1700s

• Records are not located in a single location. 
Contact Grand Lodge of state or province where 
you are researching to determine what records are 
available

• Some records, commemorative materials available 
online
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Grand Lodge, Newfoundland and Labrador - www.glnl.ca
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Benevolent Societies
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Benevolent Irish Society - https://bisnl.ca
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Charitable Irish Society of Halifax, Nova Scotia
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Review
• Learn as much as you can about your ancestor 

using North American records

• Expand your research to include relatives and 
close associates of your ancestor 

• Don’t be too narrow in your research—think 
outside the box and explore a variety of records! 
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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