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Class 1: A Brief History of Northern Ireland 
and the Scots-Irish Migration to America
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Scots Ancestors

Meet today’s presenter

Judy Lucey
Senior Archivist

Voice of
Judy Lucey
Senior Archivist

1

2

3

Class 1: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/10/2023

2

Northern IrelandProvinces of Ireland

Ulster vs. Northern Ireland

17th century Ireland:
Revolt, Confiscation, 

and Plantation

17th century 
• Nine Years War, 1594-1603
– Tyrone’s Rebellion
– Irish Lords vs. English

• Battle of Kinsale, 1601

• Flight of the Earls, 1607
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Ulster Plantation
• Began 1609 by King James I
– Brought over English and Scottish settlers
– Gain control of all Ireland
– Ninety-year period

• Primarily from the 
Lowlands of Scotland

Lowlands of Scotland and English Border

Who got the land?
• Undertakers (Planters)

– Brought over English and Scottish tenants
– Acquired 73% of land in Ulster
– Required to plant ten families or 24 men per 1,000 acres
– Could not rent to Irish tenants

• Soldiers (Servitors and Adventurers)
– Allowed to rent to Irish Catholics
– Acquired 13% of land

• Irish loyal to the crown

• Institutions
– Trinity College
– Church of Ireland
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Lands assigned to various groups

Antrim and Down
• Randal MacDonnell (Earl of Antrim)

– Granted 300,000 acres 
– Brought over lowland Scots
– Settled North Antrim 

• James Hamilton and Hugh Montgomery
– North-east County Down
– Large group of Scottish Settlers (south-western 

counties of Scotland)

• Southern part of Antrim
– English Landowners (Sir Arthur Chichester and others)
– Mostly English settlers

The Scots in Ulster 
https://www.ancestryireland
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County Monaghan
• “Forgotten County” of Plantation
– Settlement in 1591
– Most of lands in native Irish hands (MacMahons) 

until mid 17th century

• English, Scots, and Welsh settlers
– Largest numbers settled between 1660-1730
– 1659 census only 434 households of English, 

Scottish origins
– By 1730 nearly every parish had “British” 

householders

The London Companies

greatparchmentbook.org
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1641 Rebellion
• Resentment by Irish over 

loss of lands 
– Led by Catholic gentry 

and military

• Many towns in Ulster 
captured by rebels

• Portadown massacre, 1641

1641.tcd.ie

1642 deposition by Phillip Taylor, survivor of 
Portadowne Massacre

16

17

18

Class 1: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/10/2023

7

Williamite War of 1690
• Siege of Londonderry 1689

– Protestant resistance
– 105-day siege
– Over 15,000 died

• Led to Williamite War of 1690
– Battle of the Boyne, 1690
– Thousands of settlers from 

Scotland arrive
– Granting of 31-year leases

18th and 19th century:
Penal Laws, Test Act, 

and Rebellion

Events of 18th and 19th century
• Penal Laws and Test Act 

(1704)

• 1798 Rebellion
– Political reform
– United Irishmen

• Act of Union 1800

• Large waves of 
emigration begins
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Impact of Plantation
• Planters become loyalists

• Irish become agitators, republicans

• Sectarian violence

• English law, language, culture introduced

• Replaced Irish language and law 

• Large waves of immigration

20th century:
Home rule, Civil War, 

and Partition

“Ourselves Alone”
• Home Rule Movement

• Sinn Fein

• Irish War of 
Independence

• Partition and its 
consequences
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Emigration to 
North America

Scots-Irish

• Economic
– Rack-renting
– Drought/famine

• Religious persecution

• Political refugees
– 1798 rebellion
– 1922 Irish Civil War

• Economic
– Land
– Business 

• Religious tolerance

• Chain migration –
follow one’s family and 
friends

“Pull”“Push”

Why did my ancestor leave?
(Source: Paul Milner’s  Irish Emigration to North America: 

Before, During and After the Famine)
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Migration out of 
Ulster Province

From the Bann Valley to New England
• Arrival 1718

• Where from?
– Bann River Valley
– Foyle River Valley
– City of Londonderry

• Causes
– Bad harvests/drought
– Rack renting

Aghadowey Session Book, 1702-1745, 
AmericanAncestors.org 

https://discoverulsterscots.com/emigration-
influence/america/1718-migration

28

29

30

Class 1: Researching Ulster Scots Ancestors

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



3/10/2023

11

Settlements in New England
• Massachusetts

– Boston
– Worcester, Sutton

• Led by Rev. Edward Fitzgerald
– Dracut, Lowell, Coleraine

• Maine
– Casco Bay area 

• New Hampshire
– Derry, Londonderry, Windham

• Connecticut
– Voluntown, New London

https://www.maineulsterscots.com/

Worcester, MA: Scots-Irish Settlers, 
1700-1850
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Aaron Crawford, Cappagh, County Tyrone

Migration beyond New England 
1725-1775

• Ports of entry:
– Philadelphia
– Newcastle

• Causes
– Drought, rack rents
– Famine 1740-41
– Evictions by Marquis of Donegal 

(County Antrim)

• Initially S.E. Pennsylvania

• By 1740s moving into 
Shenandoah Valley, VA 
and into the Carolinas

Settlement of Appalachia
• Largest settlement in 

North Carolina
– South Carolina
– Tennessee

• Cultural influences
– Music
– Language and 

storytelling
– Agriculture
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Migration into the 19th c.
• By 1820 over 200,000 came to North America

• 1820-1890
– Over 1.3 million left
– Includes Irish Catholics and Protestants

• Causes
– 1798 Rebellion and United Irishmen
– Agrarian violence and reform
– Great Famine

Migration to Canada

From Ulster to Canada
• Loyalists to Canada

– Scots-Irish from the U.S.

• Nova Scotia
– 1760s in Colchester County

• Eastern Townships of 
Quebec
– Inverness township 

between 1827-1830 from 
counties Tyrone and 
Armagh

• Upper Canada
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Alexander McNutt and Nova Scotia
• Settlers from New Hampshire and Northern Ireland
• Settled in Colchester County 

– Truro
– Onslow
– Londonderry

• Nearly 500 families
– McCurdy
– Morrison
– Blair
– McNutt

Migration to Upper Canada
• Upper Canada settlement

– 1798 rebellion
– After War of  1812

• Toronto, Prescott, Coburg, 
Kingston

• 1820 - families from Ards
Peninsula, Down to 
Amherst Island

• Loyal to Great Britain
– Formed Orange Lodges Tyrone, Ontario

olivetreegenealogy.com/ships/canada/....
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1861 St. John, New Brunswick , 
“The Irish Ward”

Records of emigration

Passenger lists
• Look for other records first!

• Tighten up the timeline close 
to arrival

• Where did your ancestor 
settle? Time period?

• Consult secondary sources 
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Passenger Lists

U.S. Atlantic Ports passenger Lists, 1820-1873 and 1893-1959 
[database Ancestry.com]

Ship Cruikston Castle from Londonderry, Ireland to Wilmington, Delaware 
arrival on 18 May 1833. Many passengers from Letterkenny, Donegal

U.S. and Canada, Passenger 
and Immigration Lists 
Index, 1500s-1900s
(compiled by William Filby)

Index of published passenger 
lists, naturalizations and 
other records

Erin’s Sons: Irish Arrivals in Atlantic 
Canada, 1761-1853
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Passenger list of the Snow Betty Gregg, 
1768, South Carolina land petitions

dippam.ac.uk

Transcriptions of primary sources 
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Letters from Ulster: Robert Taylor, the 
Emigrant, settled in Pennsylvania in 1799

Conclusion
• Understand the history 

and social context 

• Study the migration 
routes and settlement 
patterns

• Identify the sources for 
further research

Image from 
https://www.maineulsterscots.com/

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org
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