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Overview
• Locating Probate Records

• Accessing Probate Records

• Probate Records in the British Isles
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Overview

Where to Find United 
States Probate Records

Identifying when a 
County/Town/Probate 
District was Formed

Probate Indexes

Finding Probate 
Records on 

AmericanAncestors.org

Finding Probate Record 
Books on FamilySearch

Finding Probate File 
Papers on FamilySearch

Locating Irish Probate 
Records

Locating English 
Probate Records
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Where to find United States 
Probate Records?

• Filed at Courthouses

• Usually found on the county level

• Exceptions to this:
 Rhode Island: town level
 Vermont and Connecticut: Probate Districts
 New York: Early probate records for the 

state sometimes filed in Albany County
 Louisiana: Filed in the parish (ex. Orleans Parish)
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Identifying when a 
County/Town/ 

Probate District was 
Formed
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Probate Indexes
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Probate Index Options
• Card Index

• Index within volume

• Published Index

• Website with images

• Online index

• Not Indexed?  
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Probate Index 1648-1881
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County Record Book Index
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Tip
Remember to check Probate 
Record Books when the file 

papers are listed as “missing.”
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Finding Probate 
Records on 

AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Finding Probate 
Record Books on 

FamilySearch
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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Tip
Duplicate your tab in your Internet 
browser. This will allow you to keep 

the index open in one tab while 
you're opening the volume for the 

probate in another.
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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Finding Probate File 
Papers on 

FamilySearch

Virtual Winter Stay-at-Home 2023

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 44



FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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FamilySearch.org
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Guardianship Petition (1840)
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Locating Irish 
Records
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Irish Probate Records
• National Archives
Pre 1858 (mostly indexes, most lost in Four 

Courts fire in 1922)
Calendar of Wills and Administration (1858 –

1920)

 PRONI (Public Record Office of Northern 
Ireland)
Will Calendars (1858 - 1900)
Armagh, Belfast and Londonderry registries
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census.nationalarchives.ie
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census.nationalarchives.ie
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Pre-1858 Calendar of Wills 
(county Monaghan)
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willcalendars.nationalarchives.ie
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Bernard Corcoran – Calendar of 
Wills Entry (1918)
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https://apps.proni.gov.uk
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Bernard Corcoran Will Abstract 
(1918)
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Bernard Corcoran's Will
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Locating English 
Records
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FamilySearch.org
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Ancestry.com
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Thomas Finch Will (1722)
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Tip
Check for a probate record 

filed in the Prerogative 
Court of Canterbury for your 

American colonist 
ancestors.
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Ancestry.com
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Ancestry.com
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Extract from English Estates of American 
Colonists by Peter Wilson Coldham
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Will of William Dyer, 1690
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Will of William Dyer, 1690
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probatesearch.service.gov.uk
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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