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Why use court records?

* Puts your ancestor at a certain place and a certain
time

* Provides information about family connections
and relations not found in other records (ex. may

explain paternity or even disappearance of
ancestor)

* Overlooked source in early published genealogies

* Adds to the life story of your ancestor

NEW ENGLAND frcrt el
(COURT RECORDS

DIANE RAPAPORT

Guides for further study
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Types of Court Files

to Research

Various Types of Court Cases

« Name Changes

« Adoptions

« Separate Support

« Divorce Records

« Naturalization Records

« Court Appearances for Family & Criminal Issues

« Court Appearances for Financial Issues

[el

Check catalogs for

Transcribed and Published
Court Records
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Original vs. Typed

7

Name Changes

LIST OF PERSONS

NAMES HAVE BEEN CHANGED

MASSACHUSETTS.

1780—1883.

Massachusetts 1780-1883

9
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el
Not all Name Changes

are Adoptions

2/22/2023

o CHANGE OF NAMES. fares.

Ax Arw 1o shasge the mams of Moses Portr Faip, 1t Name of
Chartes Porter Fheips. -

g this et Moses Pors Pualpe, reskit

o Soea .-m.. ey i by ik sams o e s eeatier kaves
S0 el a4l proceacs and econds TPebraary 48, 4751,

A Act to change e Name of Y(Ir-\-‘?-ml o the Name of Joba

o
e, Lens 73, 1786,

A Ace abering he sama of Thomas Armcry, fr e Nar of Thoans €.
e
Be it e, e 20

ek mame i o ten bareater, " [Juns 14, 1796,

e ety s sethonted ba taks
i i & £l ey B R
ovember 34, 1754

Names Changed Massachusetts 1780-1883

11

SUFFOLK COUNTY.

Stukely 8. Wescot

Caroline Grinnell i ith,
Melville Shields Gibl
George Thomas Phinney,

Geaorge R, Curra

- |Caroline Tmlhlm Grinnell,

Michael Gibbs, ju A
Georgo Thomas Giliett,

Gregor, . .| Gertrude Eleanor Baker,
Newell Campbell Rogers, . .| Newell Rogers Campbell,
nman Stevens, « « .| Hiram Stevens,
Minnie Stall, . . . « | Nellie Florine Barton,
- Celia Marin Sawyer, . . .
- Harriet Ann Webber, « .« | Hattie Tarbox,
- Charles Forbush Warren, . *| Junatban Charles Wan'en,

ESSEX COUNTY.

Feb. 2, |Mary Noonan,® _ . .
2, | Albert Knight,* . CE EI( \ ickery Bartlett, Ma
Mar. 6 |Amos Abbott,2d, . . .| Amos Chandler Abbott,” IAndm-er.

‘ * Chunged by reason of adoption.

List of persons whose names have been

changed in Massachusetts (1858)

12
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Maine Name Change Records
13
Maine Name Change Records
1820-1891
MaineGenealogy.net
14
Maine Name Change Records
18201891
MaineGenealogy.net
15
5
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Adoption Records

Adoptions Before 1851

* AKkin to the fostering system. Parents retained the legal rights

over their children if a guardianship was established.

 Children could be "bound out" as indentured servants

until adulthood

* Relatives often adopted extended family members

= Single mother stigma
= Widowed parents

= Financial difficulties

17

Adoption of Children Act (1851)

* First modern adoption law - passed in Massachusetts and

copied in other states

* Passed to ensure adoptions were "fit and proper"

* The legal rights of the biological parents is terminated

* Adopted children were given right to inherit from their
adoptive parents

* Children aged 14 and over cannot be adopted without
their consent

18
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Orphan Trains

¢ Between 1854 and 1929, i e ‘
the New York Children's w ANTED

Aid Society transported

5 [
250,000 children from : HO&I: or Children !
New York, Boston and TROY, WO, OF FRIAY FE8. 250, 1670
other Eastern cities out by
train to the Midwest and

western states

Families showed up to
train stations to "look
over" the children

2/22/2023

19

Searching the
FamilySearch
Catalog for

Adoption Case
Dockets

Family Tree  Genealogles  Catalog

FamilySearch Catalog

Search the catalog of genealogical materiais (including books, online materials, microfilm,
microfiche, and publications) made avallabie by FamilySearch online and in lioraries and
centers worldwide.

Search by:

ce | Sumsmes | Tties | uthor | Subgects | Keywiords

United States, Massachusetts, Suffolk

FamilySearch.org

21
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United States, Massachusetts, Suffolk - Probate records - Indexes ( & )
Index of prebate records County of Suffolk, Mass. Add
Author:  George, Elijah
Index to the p county of Suffalk, Massachuss Add
Index to the probate records of the county of Suffolk, M Add
d including the year 1922
Sullivan, Arthur W.; Massachusetts. Probate Court (Suffolk
County); Massachusetts. Court of Insolvency (Suffolk County)
Index to the probate records of the county of Suffolk, Massachusetts, from the year 1636 Add
to and including the year 1893
Author:  George, Ellfah
Index to the rds of the county of Suffolk, Massachusetts, from the year 1894 Add
to and including the year 1909
Aut Dolan, Arthur W,
Miscellaneous docket Index, Suffolk County, Mass., probate records 1639-1866 Add
Aut Sanborn, Melinde Lutz, 1956+
Probate indices, Suffalk Co., Mass Add
Suffolk Coun probate and dee Add

2/22/2023

FamilySearch.org

23

Film/Digttal Notes

FamilySearch.org

Note Location Cotlection/Shalf i 0GS  Farmat

.a _

24
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' 1906 | Bridgst . . . |will . . . .| 1908

Suffolk County, Massachusetts Probate Index
(1910-1922)

2/22/2023

25

[el
Scanned or transcribed
indexes are searchable by
docket number

AmericanAncestors.org

lture.

Search Membership  Give Publications  Expr

[
Worcester County, MA: Index to Probate Records, 1731-1881

Exact Search 0 Soundex

First Name Last Name

Years Record Type

—

Location

Case Number Place of Last Residence

27
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Membership ~ Give pubteriors || Bpwetiae | Toke | Bamiee Profecs

Search Results

Relationship

™o
Comment or :

Question

Adah H. FISHER B

AmericanAncestors.org

28

£7 American Ancestors. Ao Herhoge & Cutre
Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Too]
< Worcester County, MA: Index to Probate Records,
1731-1881
< Page 17636 142533 »  Commel

Name
Adoption
Location

Original Text
Case Number

Place of Last Residence

Page 17

AmericanAncestors.

29

£7 American Ancestors ARl
Search Events Membership Give Pttt e

Search Database

B Worcester County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1731-1881

Exact Search 0 Soundex
First Name Last Name
First/Middie/|Maiden] name ast Nam,
Years Location
From To eg Boston

Volume Page

Case Number

—)

AmericanAncestors.org

30
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£7 American Ancestors Bk (1) About s
Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Tools  Signature Projects G
Search Results
1-dofire . e v oo 5161
« | & 7riet | @sove seoren |
Events Relationship

Comment or
Question RussELL

AmericanAncestors.org

31

£ American Ancestors. pRe——— ... . |
Search Membership ~ Give Puticuons Experne Tess  SgnetesProecs  Contrs mnatves
¢ Pagw | siwi

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Publicaiiors  Expert Help  Took  Signature Projects  Camiers & inititives.
fecars
< Worcester County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1731-1881  « >
« Page sier es109 3
== EESEE=E=S|

11
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7 American Ancestors,

Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpeviHelm  Tools  Sgnature roects  Cemiees 8 infclatives.

¢ Page saes F6399520 3

AmericanAncestors.org

34

7 American Ancestors.

Bearch Events Membership Give Publicstions  ExpartMelp  Tools  Signature Prajects  Centers & Intiatives

To the Hosorable the Judse of the Probute Court in and for the County of Worcester

TS —
o mid oy

7

o irr-indeak B Joiusa day sty A D, 180S

AmericanAncestors.org

35

Domestic Relation
Cases
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Separate Support

Now 58556 (IMJ{)M /{M%WM vot. Bagh.

uou%T[é‘ Petision for, u..lévému |68 2
’7’*5“" REA%“MW ;ﬁ}

. \‘\ G

Vs

2/22/2023

37

e
ke i B M){;Z'J ]

loduedis, o WM—
e it et Mumm;t;w’ o
ww il Mw% WMM

1891 Suffolk Co. Sep. Support

38

Divorce Records
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Divorces did occur in

the Colonial era

£2 American Ancestors f

Search Events Membership Give Bublications  Expert Melp  Tools  Signatuse Brojects  Cemters & nilathoes
tome | Bucord
Couckrom Connecticut: Minutes of the Court of Assistants, 1669-1711 < >
aimce @

AmericanAncestors.org

41

£ American Ancestors. Attt

Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpentHalp  Tooks  Signature Projects  Centars 8 intiathves

A court of Assistants held at Hartford October 1%, 1674
John Winthrop esq’ Gou', W™ Leet Esq’ dept Gou', M* Samuel
Willys, Majo" John Tallcott, M* Henry Woolcot, M" W™ Joanes,
M James Bishop, Capt” Thos. Topping

Mary Browne the wife of John Browne late of New Hauen
desired this court to be freed from her conjugall Tye to the Sayd
John Browne because he hath broken his matrimoniall Bond by
unlawfull companying with another woman as with his wife &
totally forsakeing & deserting her./

Upon the complaynt & application of Mary Browne to this
court for a release from her husband John Browne formerly of
New Haven which hath voluntarily desserted & for some yeares
past absented himselfe from the Sayd Mary his Lawfull wife
wholly neglecting all dutys of a Husband towards her both as to
cohabitation & supply of mayntenance for her the sayd Mary &
fower smale children left to theire shifts & the charety of freinds &
neighbours for her owne & childrens liuelyhood he the Sa

i o T

AmericanAncestors.org

42
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o a—— g2
SHFTOLK PROBATE cagyy | SOFFOLK PAOBATE cougy

2/22/2023

DOMESTIC | DOMESTIC
RELATIONS | RELATIONS

1972 - 19831 1984 -1992

mestic Relations Cases

43

g
ol Probte Court Richard Iannella, Register Dom. Rel. Indes, 1972-1983
%2, s DONAHUE PAMELA DONAHUE WILLIAM 1000877
G | s oNAHUE ROBERT T DONAHUE SHARON L s
B | g5 DONAHUE THERESA M DONAHUE MICHAEL P 012878

w“mﬁ" 99426 DONALD MARIE V. DONALD VINCENT J. 05/12177

08260 DONALDSON DONNA M. [DONALDSON JEFFREY H. 12/02180
mﬂg" ‘ﬁ‘“ DONALDSON LOUISE A. DONALDSON WILLIAM D. Jr. 08/28/74
u‘h" 4700 DONALDSON ROSEMARY E. DONALDSON SAKDA AMORNYARD  08/11/79
%oy | a2 DONATELLI CLARE DONATELLI FREDERICK oan2es
Oy | osy7 DONATELLI MARY J DONATELLI VINCENT G 05102177
05057 | gep64 DONATI DANNIE S DONATI JOHN T. 02125(76
O8oay DONATO ANTHONY DONATO DOROTHY 11/26/82
0873 o DONATO JOSEPH A DONATO ROSEMARIE 071883
o | IATO SUSAN M. DONATO ROBERT J. 02005175
o ”57:: ggxm FRANK A. Jr. DONIA MARY ANN 05/18/82
1n ‘;;m DONIGER JEAN D. DONIGER WILLIAM A. 3921122;//2763
o8 | 3562 DONKO-HANSON ~ COMFORT DONKOHANSON  PETER 122t
OS6T | 113495 DONLAN DONNA M. DONLAN x s aips
| Bl KaTHLEEN M SoNAY T E W oaoas

mnm SONEAN mLTL.LESNT DONLAN EDWARD T. 10002174
e XA TORIA R DONLAN JORN F. 07105073
0sl1S8 8871 DONLAN vIC o DONLON EDWARD 1112872
Lo iy Donton D DONNARUMMA  MARY A. 081176
(987 | 9751 DONNARUMMA MARIO A. el EZABETH 0112676
{0 | %082 DONNELLY ALBERTR. R DAVID F. 0011374
0% | %19 DONNELLY ANNE M. o et 08129779
@@ | 15 DONNELLY DENISE M. N i :
an | 729 DONNELLY DONNAS NONNELLY MICHAELW.

Divorce Index: Suffolk Co. Ma:

44

Connecticut Divorce Records

* Divorce records are usually kept in the files at the

Superior court where the divorce was granted.

 Connecticut Divorce Index, 1968-1997 is an index

of divorces from the Connecticut D.P.H. on
Ancestry.com.

45
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7o state Librory AT NN COULCTONS RSO NGNS CONTT  STAROH THGSTE
Divorce Records for Genealogy Research z
EES e e

libguides.ctstatelibrary.org

2/22/2023

46

Maine Divorce Records

* Maine Divorce records pre-1892 can be located at
the Maine State Archives

» After 1892 Divorce records are found in the
District Court where it was granted

¢ NEHGS: Index of Maine Divorces, 1892-1983

Divorce Index

For Agency Contributors

Featured Links

DigitalMaine.com

48
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Maine Divorce Returns, Volume 01, 1892-1893

ent to the ¥tal Records Office for the years

Maine Divorce Returns, Volume 02, 1894-1895

Rese

Vital Records Ofce for the years

DigitalMaine.com

49

CLERK OF COURT'S BLANK. %

Divorces dacred before the Jf/.;ﬂm.'u’( Court of Aleclioncazzeis  County for the year ending Dec. 31, 189%

o 11970, et Dtiss i, Crosslh B tiiitls]
"L 7. Bk S5 Dneniton

Hiiatio

ok A Ao kedmit. Tobis - Cruea
Joie 3G Wlein 3
Huak, Wy BT
iz e
e,
A sl {‘&.‘r.)(.' Tesie

Androscoggin County, Maine Divorces
(1894)

2/22/2023

50

Massachusetts Divorce: 1639-
1692

Divorce petitions filed in a variety of courts,
including the county courts, the General Court,
and the Court of Assistants

Records of the General Court and the Court of
Assistants have been published

Original file records are available in the Suffolk
Files Collection, the Massachusetts Archives
Collection, and in the courts of the various
counties

51
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Massachusetts Divorce: 1692-1775

* Divorces heard by the Governor and Council

* 1755 to 1757: six petitions were heard by the
General Court

* Original records are found in the Massachusetts
Archives Collection, Suffolk Files Collection, and
the county courts

2/22/2023

52

Massachusetts Divorce: 1775-
1785

* Governor’s Council oversaw Divorces

* Records are part of the Massachusetts
Archives Collection and the Governor’s Council
records

* 1785: Divorces granted by the Supreme Judicial
Court of Massachusetts

53

Massachusetts Divorces (cont.)

* 1887: Divorces heard in the county Superior
Courts

* 1922: Divorces heard in Probate and family
Courts

* 1952: All divorces are part of a statewide index at
the Registry of Vital Records

54
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New Hampshire Divorce Records

* Registrar of Vital Statistics. Index to Divorces and
Annulments Prior to 1938. The records are
arranged by surname, using the first and third
letters.

* Bureau of Vital Records. Divorce Certificates,
1938-47. Records are sorted by surname, using the
first and third letters.

2/22/2023

55
FamilySearch.
56

Record for Bivoree

Husband’s name in full
Williem H.Brown
Residence BPPANG....re
Wife's name in full
Yarguerite L.Brown.
Residence .. WKDOW..............
Docket Number 2044
Date of Marriage ... July..20,1919...
Placo of Marriage RQRLSNONED, NaK....

Gause . §oandonment, and. refusal...
toconavis.

Number of minor children affected by decreelione

The Btate of New Humpshire
Rockingham

Date
New Hampshire Record for Divorce

57
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Rhode Island Divorce Records

* Early divorces recorded in the Rhode Island
Supreme Court

* Divorce records 1905 to present at Rhode Island
Family Court in Providence

2/22/2023

58

Vermont Divorces

¢ NEHGS: microfilm of Vermont divorces, 1861-
1989

* Divorce Certificates from the last 5 years held
with the State of Vermont Department of Health

59

Searching the
FamilySearch

Catalog for Divorces

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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2/22/2023
=
61
62
2 S ke TSR
63
21
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Petition of Divorce

64

/,,//'//5\,,% , Marrisge Critened o

Family Cases

Types of Family Cases

* Bastardy Bonds
= Early form of child support

* Paternity cases

* Guardianships

66

22
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£2 American Ancestors s—r
Search Events Membership Give ublicstions  Expert elp ook Signature Projects.  Canter & iniiathves
ome | econd
<ons Connecticut: Minutes of the Court of Assistants, 1669-1711 « v >
¢« Page 208 4700 3
meantime.
John Rogers of the town of Newlondon applies himselfc 1o
this Court by appeal from the Judgm' of the Countic Court held a1
New London Jung 4% 1700: which Judgm' was past upon
Marie Rlare2]ford of Newlondon for having a Child bome last
January for which she was Ordered by the Court to pay a fine of
fortie Shillings in money 10 the Countie treasury in Prosecution of
which appeal the Sayd John Rogers did own himselfe 1o be the
father of the Child. This court

AmericanAncestors.org

67

Robert . . . Fifield, et

Robert . . . Abiel F. ,

Robert . . . Abraham .,

Samuel P. . ., Alice J. .

Samuel R, Calvin .

Samuel . Edward P,

Sarah A. Elizabeth .

Sarah A, . Giles . .

Spencer . . Hannah . 13050

Thomas . Ui Hepsibah. . . | administration | 81692

Thomas . dohn . . . .| guardianship | 5242

Whiteomb . . Jovathan. . . | guardianship | 7913

A . Jonathan A, . i 5243
.+ . | sdministration Jonathen A. . 7018

. . | administration 386 . 16240
o e will, .| 40 will. . . .| 8676

.. . | adwivistration | 9 guardianship | 13301

William E. . . | sdministration 332 will . ... 63454

William F. . . | administration | 92034 || will, . . .| 4

Zachariah . . | administration | 14411 VelzoraF. . .| sep. support . | 66335

Suffolk County, Massachusetts Probate Index

(American Ancestors)

68

@ H € Conpition of this Obligation 8 fuch, Thae i e
above-bounden et Ol ary Nominated and Allowed to be
Guardian unte /../, 74, ——— aMinor el gl —
Sk gty Seri of Fofln Pipfdd- - 4
late of FReaitese in the County of A /¥ vt 2/74)_Deccafed, fhall
and do well and truly Perform and Difcharge the Truft and Office of Guardian
unto the faid Minor, and thac in and by all Jljngs according to Law ; And
fhall render a plain and crue Accompt of ~ /2 faidGuardianfhip upon Oath,
and all'and fingulac fuch Eftace as thall cometo £/  hands and pofleffion b;r
vircue thercof, and of the Profits and Improvements of the fame, fo fac as the
Law will charge /.7 there-with ( when /¢ fhall be thereunro Law-
full r:cg:eir:d) and fhall Pay and Deliver what and fo much of the faid Efiate

all found remaining upon ¢/ Accompt, (the fame being firlt Ex-
amined and Allowed of by che Judge or Judges,for the time being,of the Probate
of Wills, f&c. within the County of /" =/ aforefaid) unto the faid Minor
when /. fhall arrive ac full Age 5 or otherwife as the faid Judge or Judges
by his or their Decrec or Sentence purfuant to Law fhall Limic and Appoint
‘Then this Obligation to be Void, othetwife to remain in full force,

Guardianship of John Fifield - Case

5242 (1726)

69

23
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Naturalizations

Naturalizations

* Records include Declarations of Intention,
petitions, and Granted and Denied Petitions

* Many are now searchable on FamilySearch, Fold3,
and Ancestry.com

* Most New England Naturalizations prior to 1906
can be located at the National Archives in
Waltham, Massachusetts

71

Various Courts to Petition
Naturalizations before 1906

* Superior Court

* Supreme Judicial Court

¢ Court of Common Pleas

¢ District Courts

¢ Police Courts

72

24
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Searching the
FamilySearch
Catalog for

Naturalization
Petitions

ndex, 1791-1906

FamilySearch.org

74

Fanily name Given name or hamos.

| Wion born (ot age)
| war 17 1847

Date and port of arrival In U, S: Data of naturalization

Oct 16 1878

Names and addresses of witnesses

New England Petition for Naturalization
Index Card

75

25
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wch FamlyTree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records Family Tree es Catalog Books Wikl

FamilySearch Catalog

mierefich
centers worldwide

Learn mora about the cataiog and how to access matarials

Search by:
o | Surnames | Tidles | Author | Subjects | Keywords

Search the catalog of genealogical materials (including books, online materials, misrofilm,
d publieations) made availakle by FamilySearch online and in ibraries and

d States, Massachusetts, Suffolk, Bostor{

Search for:
Call Number | Fiim/Fiche Number

Availability

ly History Center

FamilySearch.org

76

United States, Massachusetts, Suffalk, Basten - Naturalization and citizenship ( 9 )

Massachusatts, Sufolk: County, Boston Municipal Court, naturalization records, 1806~
1858
Authar:  Massachusetts. Municipal Court {Suffolk County, Boston);

Massachusetts. Court of Common Pleas (Suffolk County); United

‘States, Circult Court (Massachusetts District); Massachusetts.

‘Supreme Judiclal Court (Suffolk County); United States. National

Arehives and Records Administration. Northeast Region

Massachusetts, Suffolk County, Boston Municipal Court, naturalization records, 1852
1808

Massachusatts, Municipal Court (Suffolk County, Boston);
Massachusetts. Falice Court (Boston); Massachuse!
Court (Suffolk County); United States, National Ar
Records Administration. Northeast Reglon

ustice
s and

Massachusatts, Sufolk County, Boston, Munkipal Court for Criminal Business,
maturalization records, 1885-1905

Massachusetts. Minicipal Court. Criminal Business Division
(Suffolk); United States. National Archives and Records

Massachusetts, Suffolk County, Boston, Superior Court for Criminal Business,

naturalization records, 1860-1906

Massachusatts. Superior Court for Criminal Business. (Suffolk
County}; United States. Clrcult Court (Massachusatts District);
United States. National Archives and Records Administration,
Northeast Region

FamilySearch.org

add

add

77

FamiyTren Saareh e

4BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS

Notes

e recerds b iy rumarica seci, Racords ave from the Dt
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Search  Events Membership Give

< Plymouth County, MA: Plymouth Court Records, 1686-1859 «

@ 1mage |@re Velume

“Desire Pequin Indian Woman, Servant to Capin. Benjamin Warren of Plymouth® appearcd to
f ing Several things from her said Master, viz' A Gown

e the Latter End of October last, prized at £3.145., And
me from Josiah Cotton of Plymouth...Viz. Two aprons and Three Caps
confessed and was ordered to pay £7.95 4d. to Capt. Warren “being with
the Things that were retumed and a few not retumed, the Treeble Damages.” and 3Ss. to Josiah
ton “being with the Things Returned the Treeble ges.” Pequin was also ordered to pay

or be publicly whipped ten sir and charges, and to stand committed
ges and fees Taxed at £3 65" Pequin being unable 10 pay, “And her said Master chusing to

AmericanAncestors.org
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Financial Cases

¢ Indentured servitude cases

¢ Landlord/tenant matters

* Repayment of a loan

* Probate cases

* Neighbor issues with adjoining property

* Bankruptcy/insolvency

88

An Inventory of the Estate of Mathew Loomis of
Windsor was Exhibited in Court and oath made by ye
Releit that she made a true p'sentm' of the Estate of

the Deceased to ye Apriz™ of what at p'sent is known,

and if more Come to knowledg she will Cause it to be
added to the Inventory. The Court ord" it to be Re-
corded and yis Court grants admistration to ye Releit
Mary Loomis w® the advice of Nath Loomis, and the
widow, and Nath Loomis, Doe bind themselves in a yis Coun
Recognizance of therty five pounds, that they will eneday
Rend" a true Acc' of ye Estate to ye Court when it is
Caled for to fix ad ation one Daught” Mary: 7 months

old.

Records of the Particular Court of the
Colony of CT, 1687-1688

89

Bankruptcy

* Before the 1898 Federal Uniform Bankruptcy Act,
bankruptcy law was determined state-by-state

* For Massachusetts, the insolvency petitions are
held at the Massachusetts State Archives. They can
be retrieved by the SJC Archivist.

90
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COMMONWEALTI OF MASSACHISFITS
[T
COURT OF INSOLVEXCY

Hampden County, Mass. Insolvency Register
(FamilySearch)

91
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