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Using Land Records to
Break Down Brick
Walls
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E2 American Ancestors,

Land Records

* Must be searched completely

* Need to be used in a systematic way

* Necessary to keep track of what is
— Found
— Abstracted
— Compared

* Always questioned if you have them all

Brick Walls

* Often the result of missing or destroyed records

* May be more prevalent in earlier periods of a
particular state

* Usually, the result of not exhausting all records

* May be aided by examining land records
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Case Studies

Case Studies

* Case Study 1 - Completely reading and
interpreting a land record to understand what it is
really saying

* Case Study 2 — Shows how land records often
supplement or replace probate (especially when
someone dies intestate)

* Case Study 3 — Reveals how land records can be
used to trace a lineage when other records may
not be available
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Standerfer Father
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Standerfer Father

* Identifying the father of Benjamin Standerfer
* Benjamin was born circa 1834 in Illinois

* By 1850 he was residing with John and
Temperance Drew in Monroe Co., lowa

* He had married and had children in Illinois

2/22/2023

GENERAL INDEX—GRANTORS

Benjamin Standefer to Jacob Seass, 1856, vol. |, p. 73

Benjamin F. Standefer & Patsy to Thomas Fulton, 1869, vol. 6, p. 168

Grantor Index — Moultrie, lllinois

8

Vel

THIS INDENTURE, Made this  18tn dayof  September
hundred and  FLELY Wk
BETWEEN Benjamin Standefer of ths first part and Jacob Seass of the sscond part.

WITNESSETH, That the said party of the first part, for and In consideration of

ba . granted, bargah

parcel of land, aituated in the County of Moultrie, and State of Mlinois, and known and deseribed &5 follows, to wit:
sixth part of the wast half of th.
West quarter a1l of mestion twanty twe Town,

#ining one hundred and twemty meres.

Moultrie County, vol. I, p. 73

‘and confirm, unto the said party of the second part, and to s heies and assigas forever, all the followlng described ot

Thres Hundred Dollers & XB cents

. plece
Tne unaividsa |

the two trasts

in the year of our Lord one thousand eight

| n hand paid by the said party of the
secand part (the roceipt whereaf is herby seknowledged, and the sald party of the second part focever releasod and discharged thesetromty |
ined, sold, remised, released, aliened, confirmed, and by thess presents do  grant, bargain, sell remise, releass, alien

9
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Section 14 shaws both narmal division of
the section into aliguot parts and the
fractional division ino gavernment lots.

2/22/2023
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W 7%

SE %

W1/2 of NW1/4 & SE1/4 of NW1/4

~
THIS INDENTURE, Made this  Lotn. diyet  September i the year of our Lond om themand sght
® bundred and  £1f%y whar
BETWEEN Benjamin Standsfer of the firat part and Jacob Ssass of the macond parbs
' || SITNESSITR, Tha e it arty ofthe st prt, fo 120t comdertion o Tirae Bandred Dollars 1 K3 sents

in band paid b,‘u--llpotyclm
s part (4n vecelgt whereot i bersy acknomiedpe, a3 the i party of the second art foever relosed 2 Sscharped
e st g e elnred, alened i b Yo oot 1. b =

o heret
contimed, a Prsnts &5 gras, bargain, sel, remioe, relense, allen

l The undivided sixth part of the ...

Moultrie County, vol. |, p. 73

14

[el
Typed volumes in the

mid-1800s may be
recreated deed books
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ntor Index — Moultrie, lllinois
16
GENERAL INDEX nﬁm‘t}rans |
17
Grantor Index — Moultrie, lllinois
18
6
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Six Pieces

* From the Grantor Index:
— Benjamin Standefer, vol. I, p. 73
— Henry Standefer, vol. K, p. 255
— Jobe Standeford, vol. E, p. 92

* Where were the other deeds?

* Benjamin and Jobe sold to Jacob Seass and Henry
sold to Edward H. Seass

Check the Grantee Index for Seass

2/22/2023
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Grantee Index — Moultrie, Illinois

20

Brothers & Sisters

* From the Grantor Index:
— Benjamin Standefer, vol. I, p. 73
— Henry Standefer, vol. K, p. 255
— Jobe Standeford, vol. E, p. 92

* From the Grantee Index:
— Jacob & Temperance Moon, vol. G, p. 395
— Caleb & Mary Ann Vanmeter, vol. K, p. 346

21
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THIS INDENTURE, Made this 1862 dwof  September 1 theons of our L o thommand st
® hundred and £1fty ehis

BETWEEN Benjmmin Standefer of the first part and Jacob Seass of the macond part.

l ‘ WITNESSETH, That the sid party of the irst part, for 44 i contideration o Thrws Hundred Dollars vk X@ cemts
b pab by the add party of the
| st mt o st Dy s 5 th ety o th o pat. oo e e et e
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Benjamin Standefer, vol. I, p. 73
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Henry Standefer, vol. K, p. 255

25

e, iR
SO st

214

22

Caleb & Mary Vanmeter, v. K, p. 346,
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Grantee Index — Moultrie, lllinois
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Looking at the Deeds

From all the deeds I could prove that:

— Benjamin Standerfer was a son of Archibald
Standerfer

— Identified five siblings for him

— Learned that his mother Sarah had remarried
someone with the last name Goldsby

— Identified married names of three sisters

29
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Probate Alternative

10
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Probate Alternative

* Who are the parents of Nancy (Myers)
Zimmerman

— b. Kentucky, 2 Sept 1798
— d. Hendricks Co., Ind., 28 July 1884
— m. Lincoln Co., Ky., 16 Oct 1816

* Was not mentioned in available wills

* Could land records prove her parentage?

31

Abstracting the Indexes

32

=
Not all deeds

recorded same day
they are written

11
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Acrsage
Geantor from Grantee Vol Page  Money In  Acreageout Notes
Indicated David was aready living on the:
propertyandthatt

Myers, David fam  wm.Bryan 3 15 sae0eis | 2@ M purchased of Michael Honne™
Myers David o GelandWithes K n 5800000 267 Adjoiniag land of George Myers

Mentions boundary line of and belonging 1o
Myers, Bavid fam  Sam Englaman 3 8 speun | 1m0 the heis of Michael Myers, dec'd.

Tract described 3 being "o which John Pope,
father of thesaid Nancy resided at the time of
bisdesth and on which sid tract of and M.
Polly Pope themother of the ssid Nancy now
resides” - part of theland alotted to Mrs. Polly
Myers, Bavid o ThesPape L b $300.00 Popes her dower, No acres isted

“Said docros exposed thetract af land to sale on
‘the éleventh day September in the year 1830°.
deed s all the children and mentions "Docea
Myers,the widow of the said David Myers” along
with Nancy Myers who interrmaeried with John
Myers, David o lamestrow o 197 5139358 150172 Tmmerman®

Actualyto Ephraim Semith, 3nd it i David Myers.

andbiswie ancy, It alsa mentions s boundary

tathenerthal theland beongingta Michas
Myers0. e o |eunch x 2 $3,700 100 Myersheirs

Betsey, widowaf GeorgeMyers, ppears 1o be
releasing hes dowes on the land David
purchased from Saml Engleman. This sppears o
e David, who ismarried 1o Nancy, son of David
Myers, Betsey o DwidMyers " 173 5200 Myersand Docia Hughes

Systematic Land Research
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Acreage

1 Grantar from Grantee Vol Page  Maney n

Mates
Indicated David was aresdy lnangonthe:
propetyandthat it

v purchased of Michael Honne™

267 Adjoining land of George Myers

B3 Myers, David fom  Wm.Bryan 3 15 sae0eis | 2@
Bl vers, D o Gaandwithes X u s8o0000

Mentions boundary line of land belanging to

+ [ fom  Sarl Engleman « s siaen| theheirs of ichael Myers, dec'd.

Tract described s being “on which John Pope,
father of the said Nancy resided st the time ol
his death ang on which i tract ofand s
Polly Pope the mother of the said Nancy now
residen” - par oftheland allotted to Mes. Polly

Bl Mvers. 0w o Thespape L o $300.00 Popeas herdower, No acres sted

"Said docros exposed thetract of land to sale on
the leventh day September in theyear 1830°
deed lists allthe children sad mentions “Doces
Wivers,the widow of the said David Myers” along

with Naney Myers who intermaetied with John

Bl v D o Jamestrow o 197 513935 150172 Zimmerman®

Actualyto Ephraim Smith, 3nd s David Myers.
andhis wie Nancy, It alsa mantions a baundary
tothenorthal theland beongingto Michae
& 2 $3,700 100 Myersheirs.
Betsey, widowaf GeorgeMyers, sppesrs to be
relensing her dower on the land David
butchased trom Sam| Engleman, This sppears 1o
e David, who ismarried o Nancy, son of David
Byersand Docia Hughes

7 [ io ‘s. Linch

o [TNa—— o Dwidwyers ® 173 5200

Systematic Land Research

38

Probate in Land

* In this example we saw all the members of the
family listed in the single deed

* Sometimes each individual sells separately (such
as in Case Study 1)

With common given names it is necessary to
identify if there are father and son entries

* Research ALL deeds for the given name of interest

39
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Tracing the Family

Benjamin Endicott of lllinois

* GOAL: Was Benjamin Endicott who wrote his will
in Henderson County, Illinois descended from

John Endecott, Governor of the Massachusetts
Bay Colony

* Where was Benjamin born?

* Who were his parents?

41
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H

1860 Census — Son George

42
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Mentioned:

*  Wife — Elizabeth
Children — George Endicott, Barzillai
Endicott, children of Alexander & Mary
Taylor, Joseph Endicott, children of John
& Sarah Morehead, the children of
Fergustus & Cristina Morehead, Jonathan
Endicott, William, infant son of Nancy

Benjamin Endicott Will - 1847 Wooters

44

Log
e
=

Descrgtion of source =

s, S, o ) rumbe
oo (o, St ey 1
Tuptn Sugiokin Grne. ENDIGTT
1878 - 186z i
Mendinsen Co o Brtracac ail EAJDICOT s T
Probate Rueonds, 1843 - 628 Moomung wedan, WD ST
Pt Sadkay -
Lodinarn 0 Sionos [Etnacnd B antauis ton &
Dudy 1©41- 1893 - DT
(rantas Wndas '©
N3 BBl —

., LB o BT s ddtd wp
Duds BdI-1B43 1Blatp, atnacled THYOEL yrom
 nantis dncis 6 dasds Lok, =
NG 1Buz - 18N
Mandansan o, SAAGD EEaa ol EnReTls
Taads IBHI-IEA3
s dne Yo diists
Vios 1BHL-RNL ,
o, Sincte Trahd o BN BT
S 1BuI-12AS

Srdi o Tuds

V-1 ez 188

Research Log Needed

45

15

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Virtual Winter Stay-at-Home 2023

Grantor Index

!

Grantor Index

l

[l Deed Index Survey

[T TFoams s Towe: T
Names Rssarned. Enscon
s 53 S ‘a—, |F-n- Tarraso|
Henderson [Binois T =
s i pe v
I
T T T T = o [ [x]
bty o e 1
| SR T ey T= [ [[X]
ey ey
T > Lo | [X]
e T o | [T
= == ]
T Lo o [ [xT
I I =]
e

Deed Index Survey

2/22/2023

46

Research Log Continues

Date of|_Location/ Doscrpton of source T Comments o
L3 T SO % [Tanpoer
Y Pondnsm To, Blnol l\zx)\ﬁb‘ T~ aads L8G4 wo
q_ < |Dud xecods B41-1843 Voliimis 482 Lut 0ot oo
L: P92 Ien Saconds Wou Shar Q' cowsd S
2.2 _1Adiaaus
= Moadineam <o, w:ﬁznms ST S o et
q_ — | Dud sucods 18H1- vy @.c “nean ENDICOTT,
Vi mares D A G e LI AT 4
| Quir Mo duds v.20 1841604
lFaC on Co., Bimoto
q/ Disd sucords |BYIABRS GLslactid daads
1S [\ 3eeg [oranty duds V.23 Bul-itu,
Wud Suconds V. 24,25 1B (818 o
R ) LTS
Dud sacords (B4L- 1843 Glstadtid deds
Y s [1ereree UL SLSS A B e
Woxxonty dids V-2U |Bule -18A
FuC Hendixodn 0o, Wrinote
ML -1BAD L ric) =
g mese (S poges,,, (bstmoctia e
Vie st
V3R e L iEEC .
Fal Faxdison Go., SULno0s
q Dud econdds 1841 -1893 OlsDuacted dued
s (1317853 |[Rid S (
38-3%  18865- (80
a P T REpER IS Copda o Wuse an O [

47

16 [Erp— Iwo Jromsyims  [raw e [a] [ [x]
| P— [Property Desc.: [Cir 10 acres Lot 3, SW1id Sec: 14 Twp 12 Rge 5W
15 [EET— Jac smess  [40a1ems [ o[ s [[X]
Jossa
20 T Jac 26 Sop 108 [ oe [ s ‘
[E— | T T [= [ w| [x]

|33
1342785~

i e
oo o Sucro
Dued saconds BHI-BAD

g vucords v.9, 21 \Bw2- 8

Luck Cr wasnr e

ey
fotiny Yo @.C. o, snean BADICOTT,
o

PV

Ouir towimn duds v.20 18Ul
Tind Con Dinas

Keeping Track

48

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

16



Virtual Winter Stay-at-Home 2023

Deed Abstract
oniacied by [ et Toa] =7
Dats
v
« T N I
ey Hanery Lbray
Boed Book Foger | Fond o iamoract. [Weotin Rt 8.
» 316 | wamnyouea 10 e 1
P Grarierisetons)|Goomge Enacon
o encerson Gounty, o
T [Gearge V080
[Fanderson Gounty, oo
Bate ol i
2 vy 1005 0 2ty 1008
sa00
T
i Tomeatis
B S5 o e [Govs e Enacat
-
Wi P, chssser
.
- [ e

Deed Abstract

2/22/2023

49

AE

[ = S ‘—q*'r
e This ﬂnbmluu-. ot o, s il 7

s e o i bt Gt it L
3 Gy

e This Fndenture, obs & uugid 2f

50

e ——

WONIMES, ol o Ll

swcren in the oo of oas Lowd e ihewsand Light G .J,J..,g,,,,,
#obt j;’:;/‘%ﬁ‘ F A of e Boavirtyy gf M i ctttuns— aivnc:
namn. of the fiud pa, and
gy D e of M lirersly anse- Viste afiucodzic™ ‘
of the second fa
Deed Abstract
Absiacied by, |Rbonda B, MeChns l I (0]
Date|
‘Names Researched: Endicott
County prav— [ [ bincis
Repostory. Family History Library
Doed ok Pager | Wind of Istrament [Wcrotin Ra . o #
» 36 | waramy Doss 13978, e 1
Grantor(s¥Sellers(s) |George Endicott
Handerson County, linon
[Gaorge W. Dt —————— 1
Handerson County, o
T

Abstracting a Deed

51

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

17



Virtual Winter Stay-at-Home 2023

N C : |s40.00

fourth principal meridian

Wilitnesselh, Fha

Jsends . grand, bagain and sl o the joid fnky of the second fond, Scs
8 .u.u..‘,.,,‘, il fie ellasing dn'ufynl Uod, fice < el of and, pihuated i the
1 Liale of Hlinei, b il

—— T
e suid fdy of the ok fad, for i i consietin. of e sum of| sy LBellacy

i hm(fu.d b the soid sty of the pecand fad, the el whavsf s heseiy obsnldged, hons onted, dovpuined and

Property Description: | Ten (10) acres off the North End of Lott No. Thea (3) North East subavision of the South Wes
quarter of Section Fourteen (14) in Township Tweive (12) North of Ranga Five (5) West of the

ey

. (1 s, z{//ﬁfﬁ,,

o Loutt Foherw 3] Critl st Dt aveoges

/ s upe Fide g i) Hesd o / ,,,/m,///,.,my o e tidbeice

s a!v.//p E
rmatie of dectsise Ghevertecie f24) rre ffm,,./,/ wielizes [ 134 Pl

Abstracting a Deed

2/22/2023

52

Signature or Mark: [George (his mark) Endicott

Wilnesses:

LI T Y

B ey Zizwzemﬁ‘—

sy o u.u‘\::e 2/ 'ﬁjff /M,ﬂ{ 4 A an

” s
oy e o ot e o e s i

[ dent )

===

SR ASrrsasr

724 7
2. any ot/ Lﬁmw Pt &’u ’ 7
n R

m‘

Abstracting a Deed

53

e v Toa] =™
oss
e
[ == I P
Famly Vioey Libracy
o i [Vt R .

40

T [ean Enacen

engern Courty, e

T

5 s0n 1000 fo an 1020

Tioha0

e 24 e e () e of Yo e o s cortar oy (40 oot
o, i oty o Hcno s St of

- T
e

[ —— e p————————

T—TrTT3
==

— _

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

18



Virtual Winter Stay-at-Home 2023

P i

o
o : =
e o i
i e
5 | | veo .
e
e e
T v oo
S
i il T
e
=

[ e

Sonaten o
L

[Goorge s ma) Enciemt

v £, Mensaser

Comas Rainsse

otes: intay resdance, ot

T ——

55

IniOut Land Qwnership Table e—
w10
[ .
o et . Gt T
o = =
Oewd Abstract
= P T To] =™
= e oy [ [ ey
- ey ]
e MRS
n 318 | ey et

e i

12 0y 1005

In/Out Land Ownership

e T )
=
o vt

o ey merce, ) g Thomen o o o ot by Mk, oty

peesomencirooe 1 [

56

Tn/Out Land Ownership Table

In/Out Land Ownership Table

1

57

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

2/22/2023

19



Virtual Winter Stay-at-Home 2023

=
First land purchase
could be through
federal government
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1840 Census — Benjamin & George
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Timeline of Benjamin
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Reverse Migration Eastward

2/22/2023

61

New Jersey Counties
* Atlantic (1837) * Hunterdon (1714)
* Burlington (1694) ¢ Middlesex (1683)
* Cape May (1692) * Monmouth (1683)
* Cumberland (1748) e Salem (1694)
* Essex (1683) ¢ Somerset (1688)
* Gloucester (1686) ¢ Sussex (1753)
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Research Logs
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Benjamin’s Family
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What did it take?
* 7 Research log pages (84 entries)
* 30 Deed Index Survey pages
* 36 Deed Abstract pages
* 4 days at the Family History Library (roughly 10-
11 hours a day)
* AND DONE BEFORE COMPUTERS
67
: e Review
- " 1. Land records serve many
- genealogical purposes
E 2. They require patience,
- perseverance, and planning
— 3. Amidst the legal descriptions can
= be gold mines
p e | 4. Can't pick and choose the records
- | 5. Need to ensure you have all the
= : deeds
-]
- ‘
s I
68
THANK YOU!
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