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Discover

* Was not always talked about

* May be revealed in other research
— Family papers
— Vital records
— Newspapers
— City directories

— Census

* Usually required a reason

2/23/2023
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Look for statewide

Indexes

Record of Divoree.

Important Definitions:

Libelant: the petitioner or plaintiff in a
divorce proceeding

Cause: there was no such thing as “no
fault” divorce — there had to be a reason
for seeking the divorce

NH Divorce Index to 1938

11

[el
Be prepared to learn

WHY they divorced
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Records

Courts
* Chancery Court * Family Court
¢ Circuit Court * Law and Equity Court

¢ Court of Common Pleas ¢ Probate Court

* District Court * Superior Court

14

Types of Records

Bound Volumes Case Files

.-

15
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Bound Volumes

} | Judgements

2/23/2023

Bound Volumes
* Usually arranged chronologically

* May have an index at the front of the volume

* Include just the highlights of the case
— When the divorce is requested
— When certain motions or orders are filed

— Basic information about petitions, motions,
summons, etc.

[ Suffolk Co., Mass. Supreme Judicial Court Docket 4
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Divorce a vinculo = Divorce bond

The couple had a child,
Zorilda Adams Hicks, and she
was to be in the custody of
Nancy J. Hicks

Nancy J. Hicks of Boston

18
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Ballow, T, C. et al vs. Coleman, Mary A, et al - —
Madison Co., Mississippi
Bacon, M. 5. et al v, Sarah & Elizabeth Wilhoit
Breeding, Rachel---------Guardianship Plaintiff: Minerva Battle
it TP M R Defendant: Turner Battle
Bennett, Robert H. Adar, vs McMahon & Brown Docket Book: No. 1
Barlow, Alice R,wmmmeest Guardianship
Case File: 1689
Brown, Edmond vs Barksdale F, Ader

Barlow, Florence and Light------Guardianship
Bell, David ==--Estate

Byans, Harriet-----Estate

Railey, Wa, § =eeeee] Estate

Barksdale, Fountsin Adar s Gould, R, H, Adar
Boaz, Fennessew vs Boaz, Sanl, F,
Brown, Agnes & husband vs Jones, W, H et al
Bunch. Martha et al s Shannon. Wn. H et al

Index to Docket

2/23/2023
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Docket & Minutes
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SNl oY)
The case files may

allude to unpleasant
topics.

Case Files

Loose files e Original pages

( Complete ¢ Includes all documents

e

| * Miscellaneous
documents

26

Types of Records

¢ Petitions

« Affidavits

¢ Precipes

¢ Summons

* Motions

¢ Orders

* Depositions

b N

¢ Miscellaneous documents

27
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Case Files

* Include a variety of documents
— Depositions from witnesses
— Full information on summons
— Additional records
« Financial information

* Marriage certificate

* Bundled or put together in some way

2/23/2023

28

Ballow, T. C. et al vs, Coleman, Mary A, et al

Bacon, M. §. et al vs, Sarah & Elizabeth Wilhoit Madison Co., Mississippi

Breeding, Rachel-e--«=-«-Cuardianship

Plaintiff: Minerva Battle

Battley, James N,--

Bennett, Robert H, Adar,

Brown, Edmond

Bell, David =-=-Estate
Byans, Harriet----- Estate
Bailey, Ho, § =eeeeel Estate

Barksdale, Fountain Ader

Boaz, Femessew

Barlow, Florence and Light==

-=Guardianship

vs McMahon & Brown

Barlow, Alice R,me==cee- Cuardianship

v Barksdale F, Ador

~Guardianship

vs Could, R, H, Ador

vs Boaz, Sanl, F.

Brown, Agnes & husband

Bunch. Martha et al

vs Jones, W. H et al

vs Shannon. Wo. H et al

Index to Docket

Defendant: Turner Battle

Docket Book: No. 1

Case File: 1689

29
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Case File 1689

30
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Moore vs Moore, Case 5084

33
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Moore vs Moore, Case 5084

34

35

S B R o i

. /1.& q,k-...«a, 1
W 0

paps= /ﬂ"lbﬁm —m

A r»»z-{,._ < 7’“"

e 2L Lo Aot M.f__ T
L7 ttans, avet »’:‘51- P
P »k/;(uau»ﬁxlé.-./m}fa o

36

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 12



Virtual Winter Stay-at-Home 2023 2/23/2023

f{o@f@ﬁﬁ Py

////g\jA»My/&r ;(ﬁu. o %

HKbraast . comn / Hede {‘f o(;{f o /L’qnd ﬁxz/

P ,/ /ﬂl Lot A O
HOLY GLAFENAOLY

o0 s 7f¢..£,/1 o Aefomder o oy Gprorof core. Kied
o sibnsend ,/// Hisiieed sesed Py i

A L eniven
//{//,,(/// ///

Marriage Record

37

Where to find records

* County courthouses

 State Archives

¢ Online resources
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Record of Divorce.

NEW ENGLAND
(COURT RECORDS

A Research
Guide for
Genealogists
and

Historians

The Btate of New Dampobire.

DIANE RAPAPORT

40

The Bate of New Dampahire.

NEW HAMPSHIRE STATE COURTS

State Archives

16431980,

eter (o
Merrill, Phinchas (Su
DCO0S00!, F3,

Natu 17711

s, 1898-1940, V3I; intentioms

1996, Binder #15, casti

Prot

New England Court Records

41

e papers, 1643-1980; in
. 18701918,

1643-1919 in Binder #17

State Historical Society

— Archives Vital Records Records Management Divislons
[P ———
o o o —

e —
Wi Geparmart o stote
o

https://sos.nh.gov/

42
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ivorce Records

1793-1909
¥ is
Fiest Hame Last Nome
anna sanford Exact Speling -
County Vear
A . A v Exact Yoar

O the 28,396 records in this collection, those dated prior fo 1892 wero indexed by the Maine State
Archives, which notes thai *[all ara listad . who
still has their records at the Court House in Wiscasset. Also not indexed are divorce cases heard in
the Gaurts of Common Pleas of the oary Distret Courts.”

Since 1862 Maine county clerks have been required 10 retur 10 the State absiracted recards of all
aivorces and

the dates of

nthair counties. o
iag 3 for divorce. (Nots thase recorcs
) The post 1881 records in this databs taken from these returs, available at Digital Maing (see index bolow)
Cartiied copies of thase later records may be obtained from the Maine Office of Vital Records.

the names of the

Further

marriage, places of residenc, namas and ages of enidren, and

https://www.mainegenealogy.net/divorce_search.

43

MAINE GENEALOGY

Sewch A

Maine Divorce Records
1799-1909

Results

Resuls 1101 of 1

D tiew Searen

o P s s | s | (R

First Name

Last Name

anna sanford Exact Speling -
Caunty Yoar

an o an .

Exact Yoar

Search Result

44

Cr— Savehar

Maine Divorce Records
1799-1909

of Anna H. Sanford & Lewis H. Sanford

Lbetant:  Anna M. Sanford
Ubolios: | Lewis H, Sanford

Datoof Mariage: | 2 Sept. 1894

Date of Diverce: | 17 Apeil 1905

County: | Kennsbec.

An image of this record might be available at FamilySearch.
m (Note: Records of the Kennebec County Superlar Court, which began

granting divorces in 1875, are not avallable.}

ind it ngw
Fro ragistration is required.

Divorce Information

45
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igitalmaine

Home About FAQs My hccount

SED Horme » Stated Brevios e
=
Divorce Index
Nouly me vie emall or 55 > R— Maine Divorce Returns, Volume 07, 1904-
] 1905

ffics of Bata. Restarch. and Vital Satistics

Download Full Text (28.1 MB)

For Agency Contributors

Facs

Featured Links Contributing Institutian
Maine sate Archives

Maine Government

Maine State Library £ puuerncs | DoTmentType

Maine State Agencies et

Digtal Msine Partners - tdentifier
w00

ao@on

Braad Creation Date
19081505

https://digitalmaine.com/divorce_index/7/
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'." CLERK OF COURTS' BLANK.

Divoree; . -
Oisoresdored e the A e County for the yrar ending Dec. 31, 1905

THIS SPACE I8 RESERVED FOR BINDING,

Anna anford, Divorce
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Finding Archives

* Google Search
* FamilySearch Wiki

48
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www.FamilySearch.org/wiki/Main_Page
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Maine State Archives

Maine State Archives
Contents

50

www.Google.com

51
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Kentucky Records
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[el
Check any available

holdings lists before
ordering records
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Kentucky Records

55

Kentucky State Archives Center Holdings

e

Kentucky Records

56
FamilySearch.org
* Offers many court records
* Digitized images may be available from home
* Catalog entries list repositories of originals
57
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o S Hillsdale County
created in 1855

Location pe—— P lmage Group umber (568) Farmat

oo

58

90O ®E T K meancn

Other Catalogs to
Consider

59

Refine your search  *

sesrcn by

Print List
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Chancery case files [
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FamilySearch.org
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Jenney Divorce Case File
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Black’s Law Dictionary

NISL Lat, Unl

o acljidication sia is one which k4 18
e parly
by it sll appar and show o

lant’s
tit, it 13 sad to be
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67

Colorado

THIRD EDITION

The county’s clerk and recorder maintains marriage records|
American State, County, and Town (generally available from the early days of the county), and the
clerk of the district court holds divorce records. A statewide list

of marriages and divorces indexed by name of the groom exists
for the years 1900 through 1939 (with one quarter of entries
pre-1900) and is located at the Colorado State Archives and
Denver Public Library—Western History and Genealogy
Department (see Archives, Libraries, and Societies) and the
Family History Library (FHL) in Salt Lake City. Denver Public
Library has an online version of the marriage index (1975-
present) that will include brides as well as grooms at

html>.

The divorces are indexed online at
<wwwi.sctc.state.co.us/marriages/divorces.aspx>. Both agencies
have a microfiche marriage index, by bride and groom (1975-
present) and a divorce index (1968-present). An up-to-date

Red Book

68

THIRD EDITION

SOURCE

A Guidebook to American Genealogy

SN

vk
Court Records

SANDRA HARGREAVES L
LORETTO DENNIS 5Zucs, ruaa,

XING, Fuaa.
iod ARLENE H. EAKLE, P0.

| o
| R e

| i b
St et ot o
et Pos o

Edited by Loretto Dennis Szucs
& Sandra Hargreaves Lucbking

[

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

23



Virtual Winter Stay-at-Home 2023 2/23/2023

Val D. Greenwood

70

Search

0

71
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https://www.familysearch.org/en/wiki/Main_Page
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FamilySearch Wiki Results
73
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Contents,

‘What s in This Collection? s

Image Visibisty -

FamilySearch Resources
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Famay et Sawecn Mamones Getimoved v 0 @B & & sedesictin
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Colorado Statewide Divorce Index - FamilySearch Historical Records

Colorado Statewide Divorce
Index, 1900-1939

Cotorade Department of Heakh card
1900-1939. The inde:

Iedex of divesces in Colorada from
p arter.

phabetical

@ vow T use s couscrion

A et

e T obecion

www.FamilySea
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Alice Hemenway Smith
P
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Court... R SR
Wife's Maiden Name If resumed under decree..

Reported by -

www.FamilySea

77

COLORADO a
State Archives.

tine » atectuns » Lot et + B it

Divorce Records

PLEASE READ THIS PAGE BEFORE REQUESTING
DOCUMENTS. IT COULD SAVE YOU CONSIDERABLE

. TIME IN THE PROCESS OF RETRIEVING THE RECORDS
FR—— YOU NEED.

archives.colorado.gov/collections/legal-records/divorce-records

78
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Colorado State Archives - Records
Request Form

) —

e S
Record Request Form S e e e S S
-
e -

79

-

- L3

- ® Review

-

R

- 1. Divorces were civil court cases
»

~ 2. Most of the time these courts
- were on the county level

- 3. Older records may no longer be
- at the county courthouse

= 4. There is a difference between
pc e bound volumes and case files
o | 5. May require searching indexes,
= t dockets, and finding aids

- |

- !

- 1

” I

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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