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Where to find United States
Probate Records?

* Filed at Courthouses
* Usually found on the county level

* Exceptions to this:
= Rhode Island: town level
= Vermont and Connecticut: Probate Districts

= New York: Early probate records for the
state sometimes filed in Albany County

= Louisiana: Filed in the parish (ex. Orleans Parish)

2/22/2023

Identifying when a
County/Town/
Probate District was

Formed

FamilySearch.org

6
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¢

ySearch Family Tree Search Memories Indexing Activities

Records Images FamilyTree Genealogies ~Catalog Books Wiki

FamilySearch Catalog

search the catalog of genealogical materials (Including books, online materials, microfiim,
microfiche, and publications) made available by FamilySearch online and in libraries and

centers worldwide.

Learn more about the catalog and how to access materials.

Search by:
Place | Surnames | Titles | Author | Subjects | Keywords

o
Place

[(united states, Maine, Somerse

Search for:

Call Number | Film/Fiche Number

Availability
Any
Online
Family History Center

FamilySearch.org

2/22/2023

{FamilySearcn Family Tree  Search  Memories Indexing  Activities
Records Images Family Tree  Geneslogies | Catalog Books Wik

Search Results for FamilySearch Catalog

Refine your search v | @ PRINT [B) Catalog Print List (0)

o Places within United States, Maine, Somerset »
Ay United States, Maine, Somerset - Land and property ( 2
Online United States, Maine, Somerset - Land and property - Maps ( 1

United States, Maine, Somerset
ine, Somerset -

unte scat
Reset Unied staes, ane, somerset

United States, Maine, Somerset -

FamilySearch.org

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Bublications  Expacthielp  Tooks  Signature Projects

Research towns throughout New England and New York

AmericanAncestors.org
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£ 2 American Ancestors e

Search  Events Membership  Give Bublcations  Expertelp Yool Signasues Projects  Conters  intathves

*  Conneeticut Town Guide

Connecticut Town Guide

A 8 c [ € G <

AmericanAncestors.org

10

£ American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give Pubcations B HeR  Tools SRt Projcs  Can

Name  Eswbished  County PorentTownls)  OtherNomes | Related Dotabases.

AmericanAncestors.org

11

Probate Indexes
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Probate Index Options

Card Index

Index within volume
Published Index
Website with images
Online index

Not Indexed?

\

13
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2/22/2023
Remember to check Probate
Record Books when the file
papers are listed as “missing.”
Finding Probate
Records on
AmericanAncestors.org
Search  Events Membership —Give L €
ategory atabase
Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)
18
6
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£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertMelp Tooks  SignatureProjects  Cantors & inilathves.
A Atir] ne cdibiire Comment or Question

2/22/2023

AmericanAncestors.org

19

£ American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Publications.  Expert Melp  Toos  Signature Projects.  Comters & intlatives.
Name
Years
Location et Location

Database Type

Category

20

£ American Ancestors.

s kT T

39 databases.

- S -
DO OB ODDDOD® D
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£3 American Ancestors.
Search Events Membership Give
Search Database

& Berkshire County, MA: Probate File Papers, 1761-1917

Exact Search O Soundex

First Name Last Name

Years Location C exact Locatic
From g Boston, Massachusetts

Volume Page

Case Number

AmericanAncestors.org

Publications €

2/22/2023

22

£ American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give

Pusications  Dxpartiely  Took

Comment or
Question

Searcn esas

Search Results

saarc s ¥ Name Events Relationship
sanrer

AmericanAncestors.

23

£7 American Ancestors A Naronal e

Search Events Membership Give

- [
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£ 3 American Ancestors (R . .--..e - |
Search Events Membership Give Publicaions.  ExpertHelp  Tooks  Signature Projects  Centevs & Intiatives
« Page 3% 99915 3

2 American Ancestors. i

Search Events Membership Give Puskicwtons  Expertiielp  Tools  Sigracure Projects  Contersikiniaves

I, Abraham C. Osborn, of the City of North Adazma, in ths County
of Barkshire, snd State of mssachusetts, bsing of sound mind, mem=

ory and undarctanding, do make my last will and tectasent in mamner

1 nersby dirsat and smpowsr my exscutor to pay all my fune

eral expenses and Just dsbts as soon as possibla,

Sscond, To Herold Bmenzigar Osborn,

v grendson I gtve my gold watch,

shaln and fob complets, as & kespsaks,

™1

To Julla Louise Osborn, my granddsughter, I give certatn

cunted topaz stonss, and such articles of jawelr

ericanAncestors.

26

83 her mother

4] Amgricap_Anc_estgr_s‘ ARaclonal Center or Farlly

{istory, Heritage & Culture

Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expt

Search Database m

@ New York: Abstracts of Wills, Admins. and Guardianships, 1787-1835

Exact Search 0 Soundex
First Name Last Name
Years Record Type

Location O Exact Location

Volume Page

27
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£ American Ancestors A . . o v
Search - Mebersnip) [ ore e e e S
sensen purens v name Events Relationship

- zabeth SALISBURY @
soeT oV L
Viewimage
CEERIREE Op—

Question

Elzabeth SALISBURY

View image

AmericanAncestors.org

28

£2 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Pubications  ExpertHelg  Tocks  Signature Proects  Canters & inslatives

New York: Abstracts of Wills, Admins. and Guardianships,
1787-1835

2/22/2023

2 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give [ T —
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Finding Probate
Record Books on

FamilySearch

ur family.
:r yourself.

Research Wik
Bring to Tite your family’s history by
exploring the lives of those that came
before you.

Get sarted

FamilySearch.org

32

FamilySearch Catalog
sea

al materlals (Including books, onlin
de avallable by FamilySearch onlin

the catalog and how to access materials,

| Tites | Author | subjects | Keywords

United States, Alaska, Pri
Prince William

37 Results

FamilySearch.org

33
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Refine your search v PRINT [B) Catalog Print Lst (0)
Search by: Notes o
Formed in 1753 from Amelia County.

Tiles

Places within United States, Virginia, Prince Edward »

United States, Virgnia, Prince Edward - Census - 1810 ( 1
Print List

" United States, Virgina, Prince Edward - Census - 1650 ( 1
United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Church history (

Search for: United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Church records ( 7

Call Numbe United States, Virgiia, Prince Ed 2

ard - Church records - Tndexes
im/Fiche Number United States, Virgina, Prince Edward - Court records ( 1

Avallabity ates, Virginia, Prince Ed
il ates, Virginia, Prince Edward - History ( 5
online United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - History - Cvil War, 1661-1865
Family History Center United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Land and property

ates, Virginia, Prince Edward - Land and property - Indexes ( 1
tates, Virginia, Prince Edward - Land and property - Maps ( 1)

ates, Virginia, Prince Edward - Maps (

United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Medical records

United States, Virgiia, Prince Edward - Miltary history - Civil War, 1861-1885 ( 1
United States, Virgina, Prince Edward - Milltary recards - CIvil War, 1861-1865 ( 3 )
United States, Virgina, Prince Edward - Naturalization and ctizenship ( 1)

ates, Virginia, Prince Edward - Obituaries ( 1)

States, Virgina, Prince Edward - Occupations

United States, Virgina, Prince Edward - Officials and employees
States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Probate records ( & )
ates, Virginia, Prince Edward - Public records

rd - Taxation

et

United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Voting registers (

FamilySearch.org

2/22/2023

34

United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Occupations ( 1)
United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Officials and employees ( 1)
United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Probate records ( 6 )

Prince Edward County, Virginia wills Add
Prince Edward County, Virginia, abstracts of wills : books nos. 1-7, 1754-1837 : each Add
book Is followed by a separate index

Record and will books, 1791-1899 Add
Author:  Virginia. District Court (Prince Edward County District); Virginia.

Superior Court of Law (Prince Edward County); Virginia. Gircuit
Superior Court of Law and Chancery (Prince Edward County);
Virginia. Circuit Court (Prince Edward County)

83 Add
Author:  Virginia. County Court (Prince Edward County); Virginia. Circuit

Court (Prince Edward County); Prince Edward County (virginia)

Clerk of Circuit Court

Record of fiduciaries, 1850~

‘ Willbooks, 1754-1869 ; general indexes to wils, 1754-1915, 1937, 1974-1984 add
Author:  Virginia. County Court (Prince Edward County)
Wil of Andrew Porter o Prince Edward Co., VA ada

Author:  Porter, Andrew, Col., 1734-1821; Porter, Ralph L.
United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Public records (1)
United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Taxation ( 2

United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Vital records ( 8 )
United States, Virginia, Prince Edward - Voting registers ( 1)

FamilySearch.org

35

Will books, 1754-1869 ; general indexes to wills, 1754-1915, 1937, 1974~
1984
suthor Virgini. County Court (Prince Ediard County) (Main
Auther)
Format Manuscript/Manuscript on Film

Lanauage: Engisn

tion: Salt Lake Ciy, Utah : Filmed by the Genealogica
Society of Utah, 1945
Richmone, virgni : Fime by the Virgina State
Lirary, 1984

oy on 8 microfim reels ; 35

Notes
Microfim of anginal records at the Prince Edward County Courthause in Farmuile, \

general ngexes. vols. 2-12 are also Individually indexed. Index for v. 71 found a the end of the book. The other flming of . 1 ncludes an ndex.

Contains wils, inventaries, aporaise

5, accounts, and other probate documens.

Bonds In il boak v. 1,

snenifs, surveyars, licenses fo ortinaries,

cutors, administra

martiages, and other officls or functions.

Some pages are camaged. 1k has faded in places.

Ve ths catslog record in WoridCat possible capy locations @

FamilySearch.org

36
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‘Another fiming of wil book, v. 1, 1754-1785, and bonds, 1754-1784.

Wil book, V. 2, 1785-1795 - Wil book, v. 3, 17951807 Tess0 &
Wil book, v 4, 1807-1515 - Wil book,v. 5, 16151622 ~ Wil book, v. 6, 1622-1575. 045995 g5
Wil book, . 7, 16281837 ~ Wil boOK, v. 8, 1837-1844 - Wil ook, v.9, 1644-1853. rea59% &
Wil book, v. 10, 1853-1859 - Wil baok, v. 11, 1859-1864 - Wil baok, v. 12, 1864-1869, essser &
‘Another filming of will book, v. 12, 1864-1869. 0 eais @

s : i e |
At L INDEX TO WILLS
¥ % vap B :| F H| H
P o Hara
~- el -8 " * Bl e
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38

Duplicate your tab in your Internet
browser. This will allow you to keep

the index open in one tab while
you're opening the volume for the
probate in another.

13
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40
FamilySearch.org
FamilySearch.org
42
14
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FamilySearch.org

2/22/2023

Finding Probate File
Papers on
FamilySearch

ch FamiyTree Search Memories Indexing Activities

FamilySearch Catalog

1 Results

FamilySearch.org

45
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United States, New Hampshire - Probate records ( 11 )

RECORD, 1643-1948

s : COLLECTION RECORD, 17

COLLECTION RECORD, 1660-19

ampshire (Colony)

FamilySear

46

Fomily Tee  Search  Memaries Indexing  Acthities

BACK TO SEARCH RESULTS @ PRINT B Catalog Prind
New Hampshire, county probate estate files : COLLECTION RECORD, [T |
1769-1936

‘ View tmages in this Collection

FamilySearc

48

16
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49

50

1840 fxernfn fnos T et Als.

Portsmouth

#13870

Gdn.Bond

e ap

FamilySearch.org

51
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52
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-
d ea org
53
No.13870 {mmmm
Bl mmmomn Lo n §0c U
i s L
FamilySearch.org
54
18
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Guardianship Petition (1840)

2/22/2023

55

Locating Irish
Records

Irish Probate Records

* National Archives

» Pre 1858 (mostly indexes, most lost in Four
Courts fire in 1922)

» Calendar of Wills and Administration (1858 —
1920)

» PRONI (Public Record Office of Northern
Ireland)
» Will Calendars (1858 - 1900)
> Armagh, Belfast and Londonderry registries

57
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coples of sonse wills and indeses

Diacesan & Prerogative Wills;1 95 1855
% ¥

Search

Search e B

census.nationalarchives.ie

58

e e et

Search
Diocese name
District
Surname
Forename
Residence
Event Year
Year of Will

Spouse
Surname

Additional
Residence

Caunty

Saareh

)
Ireland

census.nationalarchives.ie

59

Details

District

Surname
Forename
Residence

Event Year

Year of Will
Spouse Surname
Spouse Forename
Additional names
Residence County

Images

Diocese name

=

T h

el
Armagh

McKenna

Owen

Kilfahavon, Co Monaghan

1749

Monaghan

census.nationalarchives.ie

60
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Sances Godanad €. iy,
Qumagh o5

@nagusnc J1ss0
Hagh Swcotornane o fys0|
Fnore

olctmassan Girhe

Pre-1858 Calendar of Wills
(county Monaghan)

2/22/2023

61

Search

Calendars of Wills and Adminbiations 1855 - 1920 -

" Search the Caendarsof Wil st
7 amasirat

willcalendars.nationalarchives.ie

Calendars of Wills and Administrations, 1858 - 923
iy -

62

‘The National Archives of Ireland

GENEALOGY Home
e
Search o
Name of Deceased Corcoran Bemard honpio, &
Treland
Name of Executor/Beneficiary 51703
DateofDeath - ¥ - ¥

County of Death Louth

Tpe of Document (B9

Saarch

Important notice: errors in transcription

hiss cresned an exmor transcription feilty on the site 50 that
and these will be th

as possible,

We are grateful to all users who provide feedback on the site.

willcalendars.nationalarchives.ie

Search

63
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GENEALOGY

Search results: Displaying one result
Sortby: Relevance / Decessed Surname / Deceased Forename / Date of Death / County.of Death
Name of Deceased Date of Death County of Death

E “orcomn 27Jun 1918 Louwh

willcalendars.nationalarchives.ie

64

“The Natioral Archives of Ireland Cale;

GENEALOGY Home Search

Details

Dite of Desth 27 Jus 1915

County of Death Louth

- -

Back

1 you motice sy NAMES tamseripton erors,plesse select “Reportemors i |
ot

Repod Errors

willcalendars.nationalarchives.ie

65
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T T
ki, Bl e b
Aor Marke, bpeaabie sl v ieen
bk R Odaes T® uati
i . 1917
Qg — Miwes Misolat

willcalendars.nationalarchives.ie
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: Ababonmin, . 3
;\j‘,twmbr-
Grmoghe 19. ®. Ll
Yronl ~ 2y b 19 1€
Ao, - W Aoreorhn, undow
Bernard Corcoran — Calendar of
Wills Entry (1918)
67
Scarch Will Calendar: pronided by PRONI
i Psearcn Anesuts

68

Search Wil

provided by

Search Res

Bernard Corcoran Will Abstract
(1918)

69
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Bernard Corcoran's Will

70

Locating English
Records

Pre-1858 Probate Courts | @est souce

Prior to 1858 the Church of England probated the estates of deceased persons. There were over 300 church probate courts In a hierarchy of Jurisdiction and
Importance. A higher court had jurisdiction when the testator owned property within the jurisdletion of two or more lower courts. Usually the court with primary
Jurisdiction probated the wil, but wealth, status, and convenlence could have affected which court was used, The hierarchy of Jurisdictions i as follows:
Peculiar courts: Pecular courts, manor courts, or other special courts had limited Jurisdiction over small areas (sometimes Just one parish). Most o
not within the jurisdiction of any pecullar co

Archdeaconry courts: Archdeaconries wers divisions of a Church of England diocese, and Arehdeaconry courts were common probate Jurisdictions In most
dioceses, However, the diocese of York was divided Into rural deaneries.

Bishaps’ courts: Also called Episcopal, Commissary, Diocesan, or Cansistory caurts, bishops' courts were the highest court within each diocese.

Courts such as Court of the Dean and Chapter or Court of the Cathedral often acted on the bishop's behalf, Records for these cases are aften filed with thelr own
court records

Prerogative Courts: The prerogative courts of York and Canterbury had jurisdiction when the deceased’s property was In more than one diocese.

The Prerogative Court of Canterbury &, the highest court of al, was used for wills of testators who died or owned property outside of England, forelgners who owned|
property I England, miltary personnel, persons having property In more than one probate Jurisdiction, and often for wealthier Individuals.

1 a court’s decision was disputed, additional records may be found among later records of the same court or In a court of higher Jurisdiction.

Courts of appeal: There were three general courts of appeal. Appeals from the Prerogative Court of Canterbury were fo the Court of Arches (of Canterbury ).
Is from the Prerogative Cor

5 were to the Chancery Court of the Archbishop of York, then to the Prerogative Court of Canterbury. Final appeals from
he Pope until 1533 and then to the Court of Dielegates until 1831. After 1831 final appeals were made to the Privy Counci

Records of the Court of Arches start In 1660. Many of this court’s records are avallable on microfiche and are Indexed In The Index Library. (Family History Library
book 942 84663, v. 85.)

FamilySearch.org

72

24
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England & Wales, Prerogative Court of
Canterbury Wills, 1384-1858

Browse this collection

Plece Description

Related data collections

Thomas Finch Will (1722)

74

[el

Check for a probate record

filed in the Prerogative
Court of Canterbury for your
American colonist

ancestors.

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center
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English Estates of American Colonists, 1610-1699

2/22/2023

exactly Browse this collection

First & Widele Name(s) Last Name SR

Year Location =

Keyword

Chapter

Page Number

76

English Estates of American Colonists, 1610-1699
Tt Page

ENGLISH ESTATES
OF AMERICAN COLONISTS

American Wills and Adwomitrations
e Court of Canterbury,

16101699

¥

By Peter Wikon Coldhams

77

Draper, Elizabeth, of St. Clement Eastcheap, London, widow.
(Son-in-law Abraham Peirsey in Virginia). Probate to
Thomas Guye, attcrney for Richard Eerisford and Michael

Warryner. (Sept. 1625). Wi.
Dring, Stephen, of Deptford, Kent, who died at Virginia.
Administration tc relict Patience Dring. (Mar. 1675).
Driver, William, of Virginia, bachelor. Administration to
father Edward Driver. (Apr. 1681).
Drumond, William, of Virginia. Administration to relict Sarah

prumond. (Oct. 1677).
Drumont, James, of Virginia, bachelor. Probate to Christian
Mustard. (Feb. 1667).
Dudley, Thomas, of Kew England, bachealor. Administratien to
father Joseph Dudley. (Nov. 1696).

Dummer, Thomas, of North Stoneham, Hampshire. (Daughter
Margaret Clements of New England). Probate to kinsmen John
and Stephen Dummer with similar powers reserved to Stephen
Penton. (Nov. 1650).

Duncombe, Susanna - see Jchnson.

Dunn, Jchn, of ship Resolution who died at sea, bachelor.

Administration to principal ereditrix Margaret, wife of
Edward Pratt now in New England. (Sept. 1686).

Durford, William, of St. Saviour, Southwark, Surrey, who died
in Virginia. BAdrinistration to relict Elizabeth Durford.
(Sept. 1646).

Dyre, William, of Sussex Co., Pennsylvania. Frecbate tc son
william Dyre with similar powers reserved to relict Mary
Dyre. (Sept. 1630). Wa.

Extract from English Estates of American

Colonists by Peter Wilson Coldham
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Will of William Dyer, 1690
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