Class 3: Virginia Research

Virginia Research: Four
Centuries of History and
Genealogy

Class 3 — 19" Century - Civil War and Reconstruction

Meaghan E.H. Siekman, Ph.D.
Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors,

Meet today's presenter
¥

Meaghan E.H. Siekman, Ph.D.

Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

Sﬁ i Pt
OVERVIEW

* Presentation (60 mins.)

« Slave Laws and Antebellum Tensions
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Formation of West Virginia

* Reconstruction and Freedmen Bureau Records
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HORRID MASSACRE IN VIRGINIA-

Slavery in Virginia

Statehood and Slavery

* 1778 - VA state law prohibits the import of slaves
from Africa

— Solidified by an 1808 Federal law

* VA slave laws become more detailed

— Regulate enslaved people as nothing more than
property

— Regulations on how enslaved people should be
treated
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Understanding Laws

I * Laws often create record
SILAWAE ILAES sets

o [N e
VIRGINIA

— Court Records
— Vital Records
— Registrations

— Manumissions/Freedom
Papers

— Work Agreements

Create a Timeline

VArequires
registration of VA authorizes the
Manumitted Siavery Act & Liberia ALLbirths and use of siaves to
must leave VA Missouri recognized as a deaths including perform military
‘within a year Compromise sovereign state enslaved I
1819 ; 1831 ; 1850 1857 1863
1806  1819/1820 1849 1853 : 1862
Free POC& Nat Turner VA demands free Dred Scott [EeiEion
enslave POC leave state & Decision/
Rebellion Proclamation
prohibited from forbids Richmond passes.
assembling legislature from Slave codes
freeing slaves prohibiing POC
from parts of the
ity

o BoposiciFusine

Create a Timeline

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Virginia Research

Laws that Create Records

Any freedmen that remained
in VA for more than a year
would forfeit their right to
freedom and be sold by the
Overseer of the Poor for the
benefit of the parish.

2/12/2023

i 1837
. ]
1806
Inundated with petitions, the
general assembly changed the
law to say that petitions could
go to local courts.
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Peter Harris 1852 Petition — Library of
Virginia

11

Virginia Slave Birth Index

* Physical Books at NEHGS

Virginia and other libraries - check
Slave Births WorldCat
- * Available on
Lo FamilySearch.org
Volume 1
. * Records contain
SPopal — Name of owner/informant
e it s — Name of enslaved person
— Name of mother
- — Date and place of birth

12
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Laws Creating Records:
1853 VA Blrth Reglstratlons

Ruben born to Malvina reported March 1858 at Albemarle County by Lucy R. Moon
* Our Reuben Young had parents Isaac and Malvina based on his marriage record
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Compare Records
VA Slave Birth Index 1870 USFC

Children Ensiaved by Lucy RMoan
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VIRGINIA UNTOLD: THE AFRICAN AMERICAN NARRATIVE

VIRGINIA UNTGLD

THE AFRICAN AMERICAN NARRATIVE

cords documenting the ves of African Americans in Virgila. Hor
 is bted at best, These letations are the resuit of penod pes
, 25 wel a3 sheer volume. Due to ths, the indvidual st

peogle that has not been fully told

Pk oiur s ily o e 1005 Mt At Wiy 0d sk
Indeng, tanscripton, and dgzaton are major parts of this

s v $heourge canversaton 3o ngaytensa dround te hcods,

arative of the history of Virgina's Afrcan Amarican people.

The Library's African Amarica
found in

virginlamemory.com

15

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center




Class 3: Vi

irginia Research

VIRGINIA UNTOLD: SEARCH THE NARRATIVE

‘access the onginal sv Indeses (sproadsheets) created for this praject 3t the Virsini Open ata Paral

T Shest: sk Seach- Vroiia k()
o Shsst: Spahing Variatons fo Nars Fours i Virgia Unela (per)
Yo Shos fan american tarsive Recurd Types 9ef)
T Sheet: R Resueees s Cotecrions (pof)
Search the collection:

(p—,

arovise the znt| Conespandence
1

Inqusson
Deed of Emancipaton
Election Rscord
Fiduciary Rocord

N Longer in 2011 to make accessbie
fnians from unpubishe historical records in s coSections

Frse
Frag Negro Tax Record

Frasdom Sut
s the Ubrary of Virgina's

Rl

| dgment

Petton for Re-Enslavemant
Petion ts Reman i the Commonweath
part by 3 genarous gran from Daminion Ensige, 3 Foiune 200 energy

company beacu ichmond, Virginia.

syl

virginiamemory.com
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Freed

Freedor

This collection includes petitions, records of sui

enslaved, a

USER  COLLECTIONS
GUIDE  DISCO

siomnr 1
lom Suits
od by enslaved people seeking
epositions, affidavits, and wills.
frecdom, how the indiidusl came o be
incestry of the enslaved person, and relationships between enslaved
sued for emancipation in

dant(s) of a free woman,

e of enslaver(s) to sbide by

‘sometimes vither a white B
 claimed to have been frocd by their

the 1778 51

enslave

lave nonimparta

by deed of emancipstion or last o testament.

e, sane: Fresdom st

virginiamemory.com

Caledonia Salmons Freedom Suit 1861

18
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Jed both thels mnarra

o clud
of birth, residence, oc

Sotkumiby Reewace -+

virginiamemory.com
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-
Registee of Children. of Colored Persons. in < rmsura. . County Siae of. Virginia. whese Parsats g
Bodim Wlos it o . f G | s s | A
/ £ 4

Cohabitation Records Fluvanna Co.

virginiamemory.com

3 d SEARCH BROWSE  USER  COLLECTIONS - Signin Menu ~
» 1825-2023 GUIDE  DISCOVERY .

A DG ot arr

"Free Negro Tax" Records

1n 1801, the Virginia L rasscd an act requiring commissioners of the revenue
i heir districts, with

okt inthe Countyof etuned by the ccemmissorsr of
‘Setharmpton & pasis of St Lukes revene]

virginiamemory.com

21

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 3: Virginia Research

A3 ! .
ALl o fron Negibes Ao
o L itore o sy

o 2 | cadebe ! |
Bapssic A Vublats| e ifdim o |
Ooiioris Mz Y T
2 P { f
L Aliks Se |ttt Lehos
"4/""' i So{ fonae Bigunt

| Z2 ﬂ{gﬂ» oot
| B5 oy

SRR N Ay
fa o S sl 4 e
-J;z P, () J;Q_u,s.:, ) e |

.. /.,»;.ﬁ‘ G i bs A= '-—174‘;‘““-

1803 List of Free Negroes and Mulattoes in
County of Southampton, Parish of St. Luke's
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Pulling Information from
Tax Records

From this we know:

* Lucy R. Moon owned slaves in 1850
* Two of those enslaved were adults over age 16, born before 1834
* Three were between the age of 12 and 15, born 1835-1838

23

Tax Records cont.

* Lucy R. Moon was taxed as a slave owner for the first time in 1846
* The number of people John D. Moon enslaved dropped from 1845-1846
* 1846 is the same year John D. Moon gifted land to his daughter, Lucy R. Moon

24
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N AMERICAN ARCH
LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA TO 1870

LIBRARY ’ A
or VIRGINIA

=
=

Content Waming: Matens's i he Libvary of Vegnas
>

n 180

Iva-virginia.libbguides.com/african-american
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RY OF VIRGINIA
LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA S

¥ ]a]
FEATURED IN THIS SEARCH THE COLLECTION BROWSE THE
COLLECTION COLLECTION
EXPLORE QUR NEW FEATURES = o
o 4 det. JOIN QUR TEXT
CORRECTION
COMMUNITY

You can help imgrove the
g

CONTACT US

Questions? You can contact

virginiachronicle.com
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FREE AFRICAN AMERICANS

OF VIRGINIA, NORTH CAROLINA, SOUTH CAROLINA, MARYLAND AND DELAWARE

bistory of mont African

A The North Carotina

asld Lines Jacobus Avea
rd of Excllence in Publis

Winser: The American Society of Geoes
‘Genealogical Soc

rder 3nd minute books on microfilm 2t the vtato archives of Vieginia, Maryland, North Carolina and
Delasiare (over 1000 vob s, wills deads N Y
Revolutionacy

Yirginia persoaal preperty tax st unde
for genealgocial resesreh o paslheinge e

an,
commears asd requests

‘Colenial Tas List.." Send questio
i com

Foreword by historian Ira Berlin

Virgiaia. North Carolina and South C

Maryland and Delawiare dseespive 103401 Lew Brsacher)

Celonial Tax Lists. Virginia persenal pranerty tax lists, Census. and Court Records for Delaware. Maryland.
2 3 Nirginia Includes a list of taxable free persons of color in
Virginia from 1752 to about 1520. Latest Updates: Fairfax County, Norfolk City and Orange County

personal protperty tax list
Service in the Revolutionary War Updated March 20, 2021 Richard Spinner, Thomas Garnes

15th century: photos of free African American and Indian families

List of Indian Slaves. Eree Ind; d Eree Al Colonial Resards Without Last

Virginia Slaves Freed Affer 1752

East Indiant in Colenial Maryhand, Virginia and Nerth C:

Laves named i v, Norsh Carelina, and Kit Virginia wills

FreeAfricanAmericans.com

27
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SCOTT FAMILY

FreeAfricanAmericans.com

28

Federal Census

Records

19th Century Census Records

* 1800-1840 lists only head of households and age
brackets for members of household

— Second Page has brackets for Slaves and Free
People of Color

* 1850-1860 have separate Slave Schedules
— If ancestors are recorded by name on the general

Federal Census these years — they were free

* 1870 first Federal Census to list formerly enslaved

people by name.

30
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Information included on
1850-60 Slave Schedules
* Location (Town, * Fugitive status
County, State) * Manumission status
PRALL IO Number of slave houses
+ Sometimes overseers . . .
*Sometimes family units are
are recorded
recorded together and you
* Description of can tell by the ages of each
the enslaved — Age,  group
Sex, Color
31
e s e 7~y A A9 A
T wal e IlT?,I;—;:}
=== L= A
32
1860 Slave
Schedules
Slave schedules are
usually NOT enough to
make an identification
alone
Use it to speculate; may
help guide you to other
records
Leave room for
notations in your
records
33
11
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QUESTIONS?
The Civil War
36
12
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Tracing Confederate
Ancestors

The Civil War

www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm

38

Search For Soldiers

Gates, Richard M.

NPS — Search for Soldiers

39

13
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% National Park Service
V2 —
The Civil War
Soldier Details
Return to Results.
Moon, P.W.
nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database
Battle Unit Details
CONFEDERATE VIRGINIA TROOPS
19th Regiment, Virginia Infantry
nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database
41
THE OFFICIAL RECORDS
WAR OF THE REBELLION: UNION AND CONFEDERATE NAVIES
oFFIOIAL RECORDS WAR OF THE REBELLION.
UNION AND CONFEDERATE ARMIES, [ ep— sm‘yﬂ
Google
US War Department - The War of the Rebellion
42
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Ses sl Cotiections

Search Tags

e ey
o

www.fold3.com
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MR sAce  mowsc  wan " wwomais- W

Civil War Service Index (CMSR) -
Confederate - Virginia

Records: 291,863 - Complete: 100%

www.fold3.com

44

... Service Records on
Fold3

* Civil War Service Index

* Civil War Service Records

* “War Stories” gives
information about each
regiment

45
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Fold 3 Service Records

Va

46

“War Stories"”

e
Virginia 19th Infantry, Company € (Confederate)

BET ol Fold3.com

47

Research Guides & Indexes
R crsatedby Libcary of Viginia Rorarisns ang rchivsts

16
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Lierary W
or VIRGINIA

Using Virginia Civil War Records

50

Confederate Pension Applications

17
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Widow's Pension Request

52

Formation of West
Virginia

[T ———

ol Encyclopedia -+ -+ Lincrt Aptubecady oo M Meda VrusiTom Conste
/ T Virginia 5
74 =5 = < ¥ aF -

West Virginia, Creation of

SUMMARY

Virginia Blection

. il War (1861-1865). In This Entry

encyclopediavirginia.org

54

18
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Search  USA  West Virginia

‘West Virginia
west Here youl find
resources 1o help you trace your Wes

Collestions  History R

Count
aoe

Select another state o region

usa v West Vieginia

Narrow by region
Sekct atogiontoonits
Bacox 3
Bacaey

Boors
Buaon

Broctn

2/12/2023

Land Tases, 1782-1900

Library of Virginia

56

.!'!l l West Vieginia Department of
‘. ARTS, CULTURE & HISTORY EXPLORE  LEARN  RESEARCH DISCOVER AGENCIES

Archives and History Finding Aids and Databases

https://wvculture.org/research/archives-and-history-research-databases/

57
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Library Catalog

)
American Ancestors

A to emalipring queve Selec All Save 1o My Lists
SUBIECTS (150 o1 60)
West Virgnia Geneslogy

AmericanAncestors.org

58

&= Civil War Service Records
* % (CMSR) - Union - West Virginia

Records: 73,335 - Complete: 100%

ovmvew asowsz

Fold3.com

Indigenous Peoples

20
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Mattaponi 17t century

Pamunkey* 17t Century

Chickahominy* 1983

Eastern 1983

Chickahominy*

Rappahannock* 1983

Upper Mattaponi* 1983

Nansemond* 1985

Monacan Indian 1989

Nation*

Cheroenhaka 2010

(Nottoway)

Nottoway of Virginia 2010

Patawomeck 2010
*Federally Recognized

State Recognized Indigenous Nations in Virginia

Banks of the Mattaponi River, King William Co.
Banks of the Pamunkey River, King William Co.
Charles City Co.

New Kent Co.

Indian Neck, King & Queen Co.
King William Co.
Cities of Suffolk and Chesapeake

Bear Mountain, Amherst Co.

Courtland, Southampton Co.

Capron, Southampton Co.
Stafford Co.

2/12/2023

61

Union warships.

Indigenous Peoples of Virginia

* Only the Mattaponi and Pamunkey have
reservations due to treaties they made with
Virginia in the colonial period

* 19t century - Fear of removal from homelands

* Pamunkey supported the Union in the Civil War
and many served as civilian and naval pilots for

62

LIBRARY p
or VIRGINIA

R

LVA Research Guide on Indigenous
Resources

63
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QUESTIONS?

Reconstruction

The Bureau of Refugees,
Freedmen and Abandoned Lands

* Often referred to as the “Freedmen’s Bureau”

* Established 3 March 1865 to provide food, shelter,
clothing, medical services, and land to displaced
southerners including the newly emancipated

* Was not abolished until 1872, though the bulk of
its work was done between June 1865 and
December 1868.

66

22
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Freedmen’s Bureau

The work of the Bureau was varied:

o Provided rations and clothing

o Developed schools and provided educational
opportunities for children and adults

Supervised work contracts between those newly
emancipated and planters

Legalized marriages that took place during
slavery.

2/12/2023

67

Freedmen’s Bureau Cont.

Operated hospitals to provide necessary medical
care

Created banks to provide freedpeople the
opportunity to build their own wealth

Provided transportation to reunite families
displaced by slavery or to those trying to relocate
to other parts of the country

Assisted Black soldiers in receiving the pension
payments or back pay.

68

Discover your roots
and unlock your
future.

69
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Bromsae this collection

Ve Related data coflections.

CD o

Freedmen Bureau Records on Ancestry.com

70

U.S. Freedmen’s Bureau Records:
Charlottesville Field Office

; L
s A o tor BB 200
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yaree

eFRein Yaiee Cidt Uio Aod el Lo o r gyl

bin &b doimsinisn rfars Flaloiais ool #E Frsres.

2 October 1865 - Mrs. A.M. Moon work agreement with Jas Scott
and his daughters, Lucy and Lizzie. (A.M. Moon is likely the widow
of Edward H. Moon of Viewmont Plantation).

71

Freedmen’s Bureau -
Superintendent of Education

24
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Virginia, Freedmen's Bureau Field Office
Records, 1865-1872

‘The Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands (often ealled the Freedmen's Burasu) was created in
1865 at the end of the American Civil War to supervise rellef effarts including education, health care, food and
clothing, refugee camps, legalization of marriages, employment, labor contracts, and securing back pay, bounty
payments and pensions. These records Include letters and endorsements sent and received, account books,
‘applieations for rations, applications for relief, court records, labor contracts, registers of bounty claimants,
registers of complaints, registers of contracts, registers of disbursements, registers of freedmen issued rations,
registers of patients, reports, rasters of officers and employees, special and general orders and circulars
recelved, special orders and circulars issued, records relating to claims, court trisls, property restoration, and
homesteads. This collection corresponds with NARA microfilm publication M1913, Records of the Field Offices for
the State of Virginia, Bureau of Refugees, Freedmen, and Abandoned Lands, 1865- 1872

@ How TO USE THIS COLLECTION BROWSE ALL 197,862 IMAGES

Qspen | o

https://www.familysear g/search/collection/159614

2/12/2023
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Browsing VA Freedmen's Bureau Records

74

NaoNAL Axcraves Anp Recomos Apsssaamon
MICROFILM PUBLICATIONS

Microfio Publicatin MI91S

Aof v

¥ Ctnr. v, foma 0,138
RECORDS OF THE FIELD OFFICES FOR THE STATE OF VIRGINIA. o e i b

BURRAY OF REPUGEES, PRBROMEN, 41D ARAMDONED LANDR Ao 6. it s ety oot B, eyt
1865-1572 8 . o weti

Ro

SUBORDINATE FIELD OFFICES
i Subamistaat Conmissisncr]

mis Sent amd Receivod
1G478)  May 1365-Nov. 1846
Jome2(S0)  Nov. 1866 March 1567
Volume3(503)  Ape. |467-Dee. 1868

Volumedd”)  Mar 1867 Doc. 1868

Leters and Orders Received.
Feb 1565 Feb. 1867

Browsing VA Freedmen’s Bureau Records

Aot e, g

75
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White Ancestors in Freedmen
~ Bureau Records

Aoy 177 1745

L Rt s st i) &
e ot i o Aot ot

Sy
Arairk SIE2. Gaws ags

P

Lo 4.47{
W hadiin c0eils, & shad il e caanif
e Lot S Aot Fat il R
N on Bemstnan i s i L trmelit e G,
PO I S AV I TN
o B g M £ iy et Aocasicts 7

b itiant tumy L e

76

AllUS,, Freedmen's Bureau Records, 1865-1878
results for H.H. Wynne

Your search £ +er Resulta1-50 01228

H.H. Wynne in Freedmen Bureau Records

77

Types of Records for H.H.
Wynne in the Freedmen
Bureau papers:

* Petitions for recovery of
land and property

 Affidavits of his character

* Work agreements —
presumably with people
he formerly enslaved

H.H. Wynne in 1860 U.S. Federal Slave Schedules

78
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» (No12] *
E- THE M)IFEIEHATE SHYES

Confederate Citizens File
Records: 268,108 - Complete: 100%

ot o ol of the above sconst.

e Do) Vs e

Confederate Citizens Files — Fold3

79
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Southern Claims — Fold3.com

80

o ot e wasTRSTS  weesse

Southern Claims - Barred and™ =*
Disallowed /
461 Complete: 100%

Southern Claims — Fold3.com

81
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Post-War Black Codes

* 1866 VA passes and act “for the punishment of
Vagrants” which allowed law enforcement to
arrest and hire out to work anyone with no means
to support themselves.

— Allows for extension of Slavery

* Work agreements often amount to little more than
work for housing - legally

Understand an ancestor's legal status

2/12/2023

82

0 BLACK LAWS OF VIRGINIA
BLACK LAWS 1866, Resolution No. 1. Resolved by the General Assembly
OF VIRGINIA of Virginia that the people of the Commonwealth cordially

» sonane or Tus nuarive scrs accept the result of the lte contest and do not desie to enew
e e o e what has been so conclusively determined. Involuntary ser-
vice, except for crime, is abolished and ought not to be re-
established; the Negro race among us should be treated with
justice, bumanity and good faith.
1866, Chapter 17. The following acts are repealed: All acts
relating to slaves and slavery, and frec Negroes.
1867. Chapter 42. At the cxtra session it is enacted that
the value of the service of a slave from the time of detention
to emancipation shall be taken s the measure of damage,
should the plaintiff recover in an action for the alleged con-
version or detention of a slave.
1867-1870. Constitution of Virginia called in pursuance of
an act of Congress of 1867. - Bill of Rights; Scctions 19 to 21:
s pt as punishment for crime, shall not exist in the
T — state. All citizens of the state are declared to possess equal
civil and political rights and public privileges.
‘The declaration of the political rights and privileges of the
inhabitants of this state is hereby declared to be a part of the
Constitution of this Commonwealth and shall not be violated
Coogle on any pretense whatever.*

https://babel hathitrust org/cgi/ptid=mdp 39015058018006 &iew=1upgseq=102 e secton e sarey do ot appes i the Conittenof 1902

uild — Black Laws of Virginia
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Some Take-Aways

* The 19t century in Virginia was shaped by the
political, social, and racial tensions of the Civil
War

* Understanding the legal status of an ancestor and
the laws of Virginia can help you identify record
sets

* There is valuable information about Black and
White ancestors in the Freedmen Bureau papers.
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

Virginia Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy, 2023

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

ool the lve broadeasts: htps:fzoom.us/JST7BS2I561S

COURSE SCHEDULE

AmericanAncestors.org/virginia-research-four-centuries-history-and-genealogy-2023
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THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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