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Meet today’s presenter

Meaghan E.H. Siekman, Ph.D. 
Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press

Class 3: Virginia Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 2



OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Slave Laws and Antebellum Tensions
• The Civil War – Confederate Service &      
Formation of West Virginia
• Reconstruction and Freedmen Bureau Records 
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Voice of 
Meaghan E.H. Siekman, Ph.D. 
Genealogist of the Newbury Street Press
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Slavery in Virginia
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Statehood and Slavery
• 1778 – VA state law prohibits the import of slaves 

from Africa 
– Solidified by an 1808 Federal law

• VA slave laws become more detailed
– Regulate enslaved people as nothing more than 

property 
– Regulations on how enslaved people should be 

treated 
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Understanding Laws 
• Laws often create record 

sets
– Court Records
– Vital Records 
– Registrations
– Manumissions/Freedom 

Papers
– Work Agreements
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Create a Timeline

1806

Manumitted 
must leave VA 
within a year

1819

Free POC & 
enslave 
prohibited from 
assembling

1819/1820

Slavery Act & 
Missouri 
Compromise

1831

Nat Turner 
Rebellion

1849

Liberia 
recognized as a 
sovereign state

1850

VA demands free 
POC leave state & 
forbids 
legislature from 
freeing slaves

1853

VA requires 
registration of 
ALL births and 
deaths including 
enslaved

1857

Dred Scott 
Decision/ 
Richmond passes 
Slave codes 
prohibiting POC 
from parts of the 
city

1862

VA authorizes the 
use of slaves to 
perform military 
labor

1863

Emancipation 
Proclamation
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Create a Timeline 
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Laws that Create Records

1806

Any freedmen that remained 
in VA for more than a year 
would forfeit their right to 
freedom and be sold by the 
Overseer of the Poor for the 
benefit of the parish.

1837

Inundated with petitions, the 
general assembly changed the 
law to say that petitions could 
go to local courts. 
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Peter Harris 1852 Petition – Library of 
Virginia
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Virginia Slave Birth Index
• Physical Books at NEHGS 

and other libraries – check 
WorldCat

• Available on 
FamilySearch.org

• Records contain
– Name of owner/informant
– Name of enslaved person
– Name of mother
– Date and place of birth
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Laws Creating Records:
1853 VA Birth Registrations

Ruben born to Malvina reported March 1858 at Albemarle County by Lucy R. Moon 
• Our Reuben Young had parents Isaac and Malvina based on his marriage record 
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1870  USFCVA Slave Birth Index

Compare Records
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virginiamemory.com 
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virginiamemory.com
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virginiamemory.com 
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Caledonia Salmons Freedom Suit 1861
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virginiamemory.com
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Cohabitation Records Fluvanna Co. 
virginiamemory.com
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virginiamemory.com 
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1803 List of Free Negroes and Mulattoes in the 
County of Southampton, Parish of St. Luke's
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Pulling Information from 
Tax Records

From this we know:
• Lucy R. Moon owned slaves in 1850
• Two of those enslaved were adults over age 16, born before 1834
• Three were between the age of 12 and 15, born 1835-1838
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Tax Records cont.

• Lucy R. Moon was taxed as a slave owner for the first time in 1846
• The number of people John D. Moon enslaved dropped from 1845-1846
• 1846 is the same year John D. Moon gifted land to his daughter, Lucy R. Moon 
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lva-virginia.libguides.com/african-american
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virginiachronicle.com
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FreeAfricanAmericans.com
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FreeAfricanAmericans.com
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Federal Census 
Records
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19th Century Census Records
• 1800-1840 lists only head of households and age 

brackets for members of household
– Second Page has brackets for Slaves and Free 

People of Color 

• 1850-1860 have separate Slave Schedules 
– If ancestors are recorded by name on the general 

Federal Census these years – they were free

• 1870 first Federal Census to list formerly enslaved 
people by name. 
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Information included on  
1850-60 Slave Schedules 

• Location (Town, 
County, State) 

• Name of Slave Owner 

• Sometimes overseers 
are recorded 

• Description of 
the enslaved – Age, 
Sex, Color 

• Fugitive status 

• Manumission status 

• Number of slave houses 

*Sometimes family units are 
recorded together and you 
can tell by the ages of each 
group 
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1860 US Federal Slave Schedule
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1860 Slave 
Schedules

• Slave schedules are 
usually NOT enough to 
make an identification 
alone 

• Use it to speculate; may 
help guide you to other 
records

• Leave room for 
notations in your 
records
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QUESTIONS?
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The Civil War
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FamilySearch.org
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Tracing Confederate 
Ancestors
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www.nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database.htm
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NPS – Search for Soldiers
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nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database
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nps.gov/civilwar/soldiers-and-sailors-database
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US War Department - The War of the Rebellion
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www.fold3.com
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www.fold3.com
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Service Records on 
Fold3

• Civil War Service Index

• Civil War Service Records

• “War Stories” gives 
information about each 
regiment 
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Fold 3 Service Records
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“War Stories” 
Fold3.com
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lva-virginia.libguides.com
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LVA Research Guides
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LVA Confederate Pension Applications
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Confederate Pension Applications

Class 3: Virginia Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 51



Widow’s Pension Request
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Formation of West 
Virginia
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encyclopediavirginia.org
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Ancestry.com
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Library of Virginia
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https://wvculture.org/research/archives-and-history-research-databases/
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AmericanAncestors.org
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Fold3.com
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Indigenous Peoples
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State Recognized Indigenous Nations in Virginia

Nation Year Recognized Location 

Mattaponi 17th century Banks of the Mattaponi River, King William Co. 

Pamunkey* 17th Century Banks of the Pamunkey River, King William Co. 

Chickahominy* 1983 Charles City Co. 

Eastern 
Chickahominy*

1983 New Kent Co. 

Rappahannock* 1983 Indian Neck, King & Queen Co. 

Upper Mattaponi* 1983 King William Co.

Nansemond* 1985 Cities of Suffolk and Chesapeake

Monacan Indian 
Nation*

1989 Bear Mountain, Amherst Co.

Cheroenhaka
(Nottoway)

2010 Courtland, Southampton Co.

Nottoway of Virginia  2010 Capron, Southampton Co. 

Patawomeck 2010 Stafford Co. 

*Federally Recognized 
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Indigenous Peoples of Virginia
• Only the Mattaponi and Pamunkey have 

reservations due to treaties they made with 
Virginia in the colonial period

• 19th century – Fear of removal from homelands

• Pamunkey supported the Union in the Civil War
and many served as civilian and naval pilots for 
Union warships. 
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LVA Research Guide on Indigenous 
Resources
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QUESTIONS?
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Reconstruction
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The Bureau of Refugees, 
Freedmen and Abandoned Lands
• Often referred to as the “Freedmen’s Bureau” 

• Established 3 March 1865 to provide food, shelter, 
clothing, medical services, and land to displaced 
southerners including the newly emancipated

• Was not abolished until 1872, though the bulk of 
its work was done between June 1865 and 
December 1868. 
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Freedmen’s Bureau
The work of the Bureau was varied:
 Provided rations and clothing
 Developed schools and provided educational 
opportunities for children and adults

 Supervised work contracts between those newly 
emancipated and planters

 Legalized marriages that took place during 
slavery.
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Freedmen’s Bureau Cont.
 Operated hospitals to provide necessary medical 
care

 Created banks to provide freedpeople the 
opportunity to build their own wealth

 Provided transportation to reunite families 
displaced by slavery or to those trying to relocate 
to other parts of the country

 Assisted Black soldiers in receiving the pension 
payments or back pay.
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http://www.discoverfreedmen.org/
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Freedmen Bureau Records on Ancestry.com 
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U.S. Freedmen’s Bureau Records: 
Charlottesville Field Office 

2 October 1865 – Mrs. A.M. Moon work agreement with Jas Scott 
and his daughters, Lucy and Lizzie. (A.M. Moon is likely the widow 
of Edward H. Moon of Viewmont Plantation). 
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Freedmen’s Bureau -
Superintendent of Education 
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https://www.familysearch.org/search/collection/159614
7
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Browsing VA Freedmen’s Bureau Records
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Browsing VA Freedmen’s Bureau Records
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White Ancestors in Freedmen 
Bureau Records
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H.H. Wynne in Freedmen Bureau Records
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Types of Records for H.H. 
Wynne in the Freedmen 
Bureau papers:

• Petitions for recovery of 
land and property

• Affidavits of his character

• Work agreements –
presumably with people 
he formerly enslaved

H.H. Wynne in 1860 U.S. Federal Slave Schedules
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Confederate Citizens Files – Fold3
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Southern Claims – Fold3.com
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Southern Claims – Fold3.com
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Post-War Black Codes
• 1866 VA passes and act “for the punishment of 

Vagrants” which allowed law enforcement to 
arrest and hire out to work anyone with no means 
to support themselves. 
– Allows for extension of Slavery

• Work agreements often amount to little more than 
work for housing – legally

• Understand an ancestor's legal status 
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Guild – Black Laws of Virginia
https://babel.hathitrust.org/cgi/pt?id=mdp.39015058018006&view=1up&seq=102

Class 3: Virginia Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 83



http://www2.vcdh.virginia.edu/afam/raceandplace/
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Some Take-Aways
• The 19th century in Virginia was shaped by the 

political, social, and racial tensions of the Civil 
War

• Understanding the legal status of an ancestor and 
the laws of Virginia can help you identify record 
sets

• There is valuable information about Black and 
White ancestors in the Freedmen Bureau papers.
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat
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AmericanAncestors.org/virginia-research-four-centuries-history-and-genealogy-2023
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THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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