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* Presentation (60 mins.)
* Where: Expansion
« Who: Peopling Virginia
* What: Independence

Q&A (30 mins.)
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George Washil Timeline
Washington
begins his Washington Federal troops Washington
miltary career becomes the suppress the dies at
in the French Great Britain first U.S. Whiskey Mount
and Indian War surrenders. president Rebellon. Vernon
1732 1754 1775 1781 1787 1789 1793 1794 1797 1799
Washington is Washington Washington Washington Washington
bomin leads the heads the issues the retires to
Westmoreland Continental Constitutional Proclamation Mount Vernon
County, Ve Army into the Convention. of Neutralty.
American
Revolution.
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1753 Fry-Jefferson Map
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Proclamation
Line 1763

Fall Line

Virginia Geological Regions

P2 :NCYCLOPEDIA
VIRGINIA
Geological Regions of Virginia

W Tidewater
M Picdmont
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https:/encyclopediavirginia.org/310hpr-f1442c89065a347/
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10

Fischer and Kelly, Bound Away: Virginia and the Westward Movement, 76, 106

11

o
18th-Century Expansion

Region: Settlements:

Densely settled by 1732, mostly by gentry

Afticans became majority by 1755

Chesapeake Bay & Islands | Frontier was south of Norfolk by 1730s

Northern Neck Separate grants began in 1690

Squatters in late 17th Century

1710s Germanna settlement

Piedmont Settlements reached Blue Ridge by 1727

25 counties developed 1728-1761

By Revolution mostly settled

1716 expedition; 1720s “backcountry”

Shenandoah Valley 1730s German and Scotch-Irish settlements

By mid-century reached Roanoke

Tidewater

7 oldest counties formed 1702-1753

Southside By mid-century had a stream of migration
Remote until late 18th Century
Trans- A]leghany First county formed in 1754 then more in 1770s

12
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West Virgin
o 14— misoron awsrm ot v Kentucky
Ohio
Indiana
Illinois

Earliest settlement

by Virginians: Statehood:
ia | 1727
1750
1740s
Late 1770s
Late 1770s

14

Neal Hammon Series, at sos ky gov.

Counties that were Virginia

'DATE OF FORMATION OF WEST VIRGINIA COUNTIES
and
COUNTIES FROM WHICH FORMED

Dueot
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- Veggi Crut .
e fgar B Sims. Sims Index to Land Grants in West Virginia
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e e e 4
Virginia's 18th-Century Growth
Number of Total Black
Counties  Population Population
58,560 16,390
231,033 101,452
447,016 187,605
550,000 200,000
747,610 293,000 enslaved
13,000 free
886,149 346,000 cnslaved,)
20,000 free {)
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A
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Virginia Counties
* Connects county formations
o s BULLETIN
Virginia State Library
* Arranges by:
— Alphabetical
— Chronological o
— Geographical
— “Genealogical”
* Virginia State Library/
Library of Virginia
17
' =».:L S
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Virginia Counties, 169 and 171.
18
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Guides by Library of Virginia & FamilySearch
BJEH.J7AV@ ]p
Land
7

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



Class 2: Virginia Research

2/6/2023
Why use. ..
Land records? Published sources?
* Puts the ancestor(s) in a * Lists grantors, grantees,
certain place in time patentees (etc.) alphabetically
or via indexing
* May detail family
rltonships diecyorva * Indssalnesso et
o llugs can also be identified
* ?/I_ay expa.n_dl;:ircle of * Abstracts can quickly be
riends, neighbors, etc. compared, helping us draw
* May shed light on ancestor’s conclusions
economic status, standing in  «  Can use citations to see further
community, and movements details in original records
22
Jurisdictional Levels
* Colony/state of Virginia
— VA Land Patents and Grants & Surveys
— Headrights
— Bounty lands
* Regional
— Northern Neck Land Grants & Surveys
» County
— Deed books
— Surveys
23
Virginia Northern Neck
Land Grants
* Abstracts of original grant books of Northern Neck
Land Proprietary; aka Fairfax Land Proprietary
* Originals at Land Office archives, Library of Virginia
* Separate volumes 1690 | -« i ;
&'
* Online at Ancestry.com |& |
G =
24
8
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25

Recorded Surveys Abstracted

Abstracts of Virginia Land Office survey books

— 9 books of surveys
— 4 books of Northern Neck surveys

— Covers 1786-1809

By Clerk of Virginia State Land Office

Online at FamilySearch.org

26

Example page

27
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County deed books
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County deed books
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Expanding scope

2/6/2023

* Gaps in time

* Lost in space

Strategies

Problem

Solution

Search surrounding
counties/areas

Check for changing
jurisdictions

Study migration
routes/patterns

Cluster research

32
. . .
Overlapping timeline
1772-1773 Bedford PA Taxes
1781, 1783 Washington PA Taxes
1782 Monongalia VA Census
1784 Court
1786-1789  Washington =~ PA Land, Taxes
1790 Census
1798 Monongalia VA Land for
church
1798 Greene PA Tax
1800 Census
33
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QUESTIONS?

Who:

Peopling Virginia

Bound Away

* 6 chapters by topic Baunéw'% f,
. . ... VIRGINIA AND THE
— Migration to Virginia o ea B “V:'&;"
— Migration in Virginia D ke m,..d,.,.::m,

— Migration beyond Virginia

— Problems of Cause and Consequence
— African-American Migration

— The Cultural Legacy

Originated from Virginia Historical

Society exhibition

36

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center

12



Class 2: Virginia Research

Social Stratification

Whlte 1. Landowning gentry
2. Rural middle class

men 3. Landless poor

1. Widowed
2. Unmarried
3. Married

1. Free persons

Non-white EBEEES
3. Enslaved

2/6/2023

37
Religious Toleration
* Denominations e 1776 - Virginia
(Protestant): Declaration of Rights
— Angli ..
netcan * 1786 - Virginia Statute
~ Quaker (by 1650s) for Establishing
~ Presbyterian (1699) Religious Freedom
— Reformed (1700)
— Baptist (1714)
— German Lutheran (1730)
38
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Immigration to Virginia

English Tidewater & beyond

British borderers/borderlanders | Shenandoah Valley & Southside
Scotch-Irish Shenandoah Valley & Southside
Scottish Chesapeake Islands
German/Swiss Piedmont (Spotsylvania County)

& Shenandoah Valley

French Huguenot Piedmont (Powhatan County)

African - especially Ibo Tidewater & Piedmont
(involuntary)

40

The Flight
from
Northern Britain

e

African Origins of
Virginia Sl

Coming from per Bound Away
Fischer and Kelly, Bound Away: Virginia and the Westward Movement, 61, 123,

41
Involuntary Immigration
British Convicts Africans
* Transportation Act of * Slave Code of 1705
1718
L * Early mostly Ibo from
* Resented by Virginians Biafra; Later more from

by 1751 Angola

* From England & Ireland | After 1740 more

* Over half to VA & MD American-born

* 20-50,000 * 90,000 1690-1770

42

14
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PRSI ENEK,
o

<

North'Ca-olina

Migration Streams in Virginia “

@ Settlements

Map in Bound Away, p. 133

Migration routes

44

Migration beyond Virginia

Departure Settled heavily

Regions: withi

Northern Neck West Virginia

Piedmont Georgia (Wilkes County)

Southside & Shenandoah | Carolina backcountry

Valley

Shenandoah Valley East Tennessee

Southside Middle Tennessee (Cumberland Basin)

Piedmont & Shenandoah | Kentucky
Valley

Northern Neck Ohio country

45
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Tax

Why use tax records?

 Puts ancestor(s) at a certain time and place

* May shed light on ancestor’s economic status, standing in
community, and movements

 Typically tallies number of enslaved in each household and
divides by ages

* Substitute for: census, land, probate

— Survives where many other records do not

* Alphabetical and indexed lists allow for quicker research
and comparison

47
Tax Records
Before 1782 Post 1782
* Poll tax - levied based on * Land taxes
number of tithables — Landowners
— assessed on persons over 16 — Quantity and value of land
* Free white males .
* Enslaved people P_er;(;:itael Is[:l)e[: iy RS
* Indigenous servants « Over2l
* Female heads of households . 1621
* Parish levy - to support - E?Sl{}z;‘:rpl?lﬂe
parish vestry’s expenses . Over 16
. .. — Female & Free Blacks (heads)
* Quitrent —obligation to _ Livestock
Crown by landowners — Nige
48

16
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Virginia Tax Records

* From Nowe

— Virginia Magazine of

. . Vm:n‘u TAX RECORDS s composed of articles which have
History and Biography cead from The Vitoia Mogaine of Hidory ont
oty he Wil i Moy Colege Gurry 1 Pl
Wll d M Quarserly Historical and Genealogicel Megazine. It s primarily &
- bt of ks perbin i T4
TIRRYR oval Ikinyy e Sty e it Bt f i et e Prp-
College Quarterly e i o vl bt Rt o ki pocpe
Pl o a3 i b 8 i s
— Tyler’s Quarterly e of o et nd e of it
Historical and e . e s o e o £ e
Genealogical Magazine R R L
g o

‘measure of imporiance. Their coasolidation in this volume will not
oaly assure their continued suevival but wil faclitate ressareh in

an xberwise hopelesly scatiered body of sourcs mateials,

* Online at Ancestry.com

Genealogical Publishing Conspany

2/6/2023

49

Contents

Browse this collection

Fredrck County
Elveio o Cot G, Wshin
s Vi (18500

750,87 .. Quisber,

50

The 1787 Census of Virginia

* Purpose= better substitute because using
closest-surviving tax list to 1790

The 1787 Census of V
* For bicentennial of the Constitution
* Organized:
— by county
— then by tax district
— then alphabetical by surname initial

e Vol. 3 = index

51
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w o lazable property lo be made by the commissioners.

FAUQUIER COUN

Example pages
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52

Virgini

. °
. °
5 °
Bt S o
Ontine Resources oo " ol [
5 = |-
= — o] |-
= o .

E

Wiy Use Tax Records

Hows to Use Tax Records for Virginia

County Level

FamilySearch.org or LVA.Virginia.gov

53

.../:‘.‘...‘ /:(_7_..%1

Wy, 2,
Tkl
Lata: 24

Personal tax

54
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Tracing those with

fewer legal rights
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.
Strategies
Problem Solution
* Tracing women * Follow white men
Identifying enslaved * Non-legal records
— Newspapers
— Church
— Letters
— Diaries
— Population-based
collections
Advertisement Legislative Acts/Legal Proceedings
Virginia Gazette | Thursday,Mar 22,1770 | Williamsburg. VA | ____ Virginia Gazette | Thursday, Jul 27,1769 | Williamsburg, VA |}
Thirteen Pounds Reward. e 1t is with the highett pl uﬁw‘ that wc can inform
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s Wit the
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Mis. LUCY RANDOLPH, Charfworth,
Mrs. ANNE RANDOLPH, Wilton,

Mis. MARY ARKE b meu.ld:c.
M RIST ELL, Williamfburg,
, Richmond town.

Anti
b‘anh. - Whoever l]vpr:htnd‘ the fai
Ez ‘es them agd the money,, fo that their - fters may have th dvertsement
3 fulltsve the asove sewandy and reaunable charges,
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“MARCH 18, 177 S DFsémer Moore has publickly
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Virginia Gazette

ELIZABETH MOORE.
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QUESTIONS?

What:
Independence

21
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Beginning to End
64
Causes
French & Indian Revolutionary
* Challenging claims to * Obstructed access to
Ohio country west
* Conflicts with local * Taxation without
tribes representation
» Two political bodies
competing
* Debts
65
Government
Commonwealth Federal
* Declaration of Rights * Declaration of
Independence
* Bill of Rights
* Constitution o Articles of
Confederation
* Virginia Plan  US. Constitution
* Governor * President
66
22
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Suffrage
* Male
* 21 or older
* White

* Freeholder (1736)
— 25 acres improved/100 acres unimproved
— Town lot and house (of specified size)

2/6/2023

67

Virginian Leaders

*  George Washington *  Thomas Jefferson
—  Commander in Chief —  Authored Declaration of Independence
— Presided over Constitutional — 2nd Governor of VA
Convention — VA Statute for Establishing Religious
- I1stPO.T.US. Freedom 1786
— 2nd VP of US.
*  Patrick Henry — 3rdPO.TUS.
— VA Resolves — Founder of UVA
— VA Convention of 1776
— “Give me liberty, or five me death” to *  James Madison
raise troops and lead them — Virginia Plan
= st Governor of VA —  Architect of USS. Constitution
. — 29 Federalist Papers
*  Richard Henry Lee — Drafted Bill of Rights
— Resolution on Independence — 4th PO.T.US.

— Continental Congresses (presiding once)
—  Helped draft Northwest Ordinance 1787

68

82. Benjamin §iad was a weaver and schoolteacher who lived about two miles
east of Shadwell near the junction of the Three Notched Road and the road to Orange
Courthouse. TJ's brother and younger sisters all had had up to a year of his
instruction (AICDB, x11, 405; John Harvie account with P) estate, CSmH).

" | Founders Online

TO THOMAS JEFFERSON FROM
MARTHA JEFFERSON RANDOLPH, 12 MAY
1798

Jefferson Papers

69
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Militar
Service

* Virginia Militia = from 16 military districts

* Virginia State Line = 2 Regiments

* Continental Line = 11-15 Virginia Regiments

* Navy = at least 33 vessels

* Artillery

* Dragoons (Continental cavalry)

* Free Blacks

71
Compensation

Bounty Land Pension Repayment
* State * State kept by LVA * Public

— Ohio Service

— Kentucky Eederal kept by NARA Claims at
+ Federal * Half-pay kept by both LVA

* indexed
online
72
24
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- %oie ihe Lasd
55 (e Office, an this 47
Mhoatand $even Hupdred and E

LIST OF MEN OUT OF THE BOROUGH OF NORFOLK ENLISTED 18 MAY 1786. Enlisting
officer: Maj. Josish Smith. List gave name, age, nativity, complexion,

\_) im, uees — Soiinr
3 T s

e

Presertas Comty

4 piacas)
T

R
A3 PO

a State Pensions

Pension File (M910 Related Pension File (M804)
Cannon, Luke ** Luke Cannon S46373

Cary, Samuel * Samuel Cary RI3013
Catlett, George ** George Catlett W2524
Chamberlain, George ** George Chamberlaine R23
Chandler, Thomas ** Thomas Chandler R24
Chapline, Abraham * Abraham Chapline R13134
Cherry, Willism * William Cherry RI3143
Clower, Daniel Daniel Clower 537865

Cole, Huldah (widow of Jacob) Jacob Cole W18930

If-pay: Virginia Pension Application Files, 1830

75

25
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Record accessibility
26
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Strategies

Problem Solution
* Not extant * Substitutes
* Not digitized * Repositories

* Cluster research

Prepare for Your Visit

2/6/2023

79

Record Loss in

18th-Century Counties
N

Buckingham 1761  Fire 1869 Albemarle 1744 Troops 1748-1781
Pre-1830 chancery, pre-1854

Caroline 17287 Troops 1864 Botetourt 1769 judgements water damage
Dinwiddie 1752 Troops 1865

Brunswick 1720 Pre-1781 loose records missing
Fairfax 1742 Civil War Pre-1840 loose records and gaps

Culpeper 1749 in minute books by troops
Hanover 1720 Fire 1865

King George 1720 Pre-1830 loose records missing
King William 1701 Fire 1885

Lee 1792 Troops 1863
Mathews 1790 Fire 1865

Mecklenburg 1764 Pre-1783 loose records missing
Nottoway 1788 Troops 1865

Rockingham 1778 Fire 1787; Fire damage 1864
Prince George 1702 Troops 1782, 1864

Russell 1786 Fire 1872
Prince William 1730 Troops 1863

Spotsylvania 1720 Pre-1839 loose papers missing

Washington 1776 Fire 1864

Information from Library of Virginia

80

Virginia Tithables from
Burned Record Counties

» Counties covered:
— Buckingham= 1773-1774
— Gloucester= 1770-1771, 1774-1775
— Hanover= 1763, 1770
— James City= 1768-1769
— Stafford= 1768, 1773

From Burncd Record €

* Combined and alphabetized

* Researched at Library of Virginia

81
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Virginia in the American
Revolution
Source guide series

3 intro chapters:
— Developing a Research Strategy
— Major Research Centers
— Geographical Factors Affecting Research

2 chapters on peoples
Map section in back

From Daughters of the American
Revolution
— Available as PDF!

2/6/2023

82

Chapter Three:
TABLE OF CONTENTS.
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84
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

Virginia Research: Four Centuries of History and Genealogy, 2023

JOIN THE LIVE SESSIONS

C

AmericanAncestors.org/virginia-research-four-centuries-history-and-genealogy-2023

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

29
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AmericanAncestors.org
Copyright @023
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