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Kyle Hurst, Senior Genealogist
February 2023

18th-Century Research: Expansion and Independence

Virginia Research: Four 
Centuries of History and 
Genealogy

Meet today’s presenter

Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist 

of the Newbury Street Press

OVERVIEW
• Presentation (60 mins.)

• Q&A (30 mins.)

• Where: Expansion
• Who: Peopling Virginia
• What: Independence
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Voice of 
Kyle Hurst
Senior Genealogist

Where: 
Expansion

1700
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1750s

1753 Fry-Jefferson Map

1760s
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Virginia Geological Regions Fall Line

https://encyclopediavirginia.org/310hpr-f1442c89065a347/

Valley Piedmont
Tidewater

Highlands

Proclamation
Line 1763

Old Dominion, New Commonwealth: A History of Virginia, 1607-2007, 2.

Fischer and Kelly, Bound Away: Virginia and the Westward Movement, 76, 106.

18th-Century Expansion
Regions: Settlements:
Tidewater Densely settled by 1732, mostly by gentry

Africans became majority by 1755
Chesapeake Bay & Islands Frontier was south of Norfolk by 1730s

Northern Neck Separate grants began in 1690

Piedmont

Squatters in late 17th Century
1710s Germanna settlement
Settlements reached Blue Ridge by 1727
25 counties developed 1728-1761
By Revolution mostly settled

Shenandoah Valley
1716 expedition; 1720s “backcountry”
1730s German and Scotch-Irish settlements
By mid-century reached Roanoke

Southside
7 oldest counties formed 1702-1753
By mid-century had a stream of migration
Remote until late 18th Century

Trans-Alleghany First county formed in 1754 then more in 1770s
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1784

“Mother of States”

State:
Earliest settlement
by Virginians: Statehood:

West Virginia 1727 1863
Kentucky 1750 1792
Ohio 1740s 1803
Indiana Late 1770s 1816
Illinois Late 1770s 1818

Counties that were Virginia
Edgar B. Sims, Sims Index to Land Grants in West Virginia 

Neal Hammon Series, at sos.ky.gov.
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Virginia’s 18th-Century Growth

Year
Number of
Counties

Total
Population

Black
Population

1700 23 58,560 16,390

1750 44 231,033 101,452

1770 58 447,016 187,605

1775 61 550,000 200,000

1790 85 747,610 293,000 enslaved
13,000 free

1800 99 (77) 886,149 346,000 enslaved
20,000 free

1700

1800

Virginia Counties
• Connects county formations 

to laws 

• Arranges by:
– Alphabetical
– Chronological
– Geographical
– “Genealogical”

• Virginia State Library/   
Library of Virginia

Virginia Counties, 169 and 171.
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Example pages

Guides by Library of Virginia & FamilySearch Wiki

Key Records:
Land
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• Puts the ancestor(s) in a 
certain place in time

• May detail family 
relationships directly or via 
context clues

• May expand circle of 
friends, neighbors, etc.

• May shed light on ancestor’s 
economic status, standing in 
community, and movements

• Lists grantors, grantees, 
patentees (etc.) alphabetically 
or via indexing

• Indexes all names so that 
neighbors and other affiliates 
can also be identified

• Abstracts can quickly be 
compared, helping us draw 
conclusions

• Can use citations to see further 
details in original records

Published sources?Land records?
Why use . . .

Jurisdictional Levels
• Colony/state of Virginia
– VA Land Patents and Grants & Surveys
– Headrights
– Bounty lands

• Regional
– Northern Neck Land Grants & Surveys

• County
– Deed books
– Surveys

Virginia Northern Neck
Land Grants

• Abstracts of original grant books of Northern Neck 
Land Proprietary, aka Fairfax Land Proprietary

• Originals at Land Office archives, Library of Virginia

• Separate volumes 1690

• Online at Ancestry.com

Fischer and Kelly, Bound Away: Virginia and the Westward Movement, 87.

22

23

24

Class 2: Virginia Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



2/6/2023

9

Northern Neck grant

Recorded Surveys Abstracted
• Abstracts of Virginia Land Office survey books
– 9 books of surveys
– 4 books of Northern Neck surveys
– Covers 1786-1809

• By Clerk of Virginia State Land Office

• Online at FamilySearch.org

Example page
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County deed books

County deed books

Frederick > Hampshire County Deeds
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Challenge:

Expanding scope

• Gaps in time

• Lost in space

• Search surrounding 
counties/areas

• Check for changing 
jurisdictions

• Study migration 
routes/patterns

• Cluster research

SolutionProblem
Strategies

Overlapping timeline
Year County State Record

1772-1773 Bedford PA Taxes

1781, 1783 Washington PA Taxes

1782
1784

Monongalia VA Census
Court

1786-1789
1790

Washington PA Land, Taxes
Census

1798 Monongalia VA Land for 
church

1798
1800

Greene PA Tax
Census
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QUESTIONS?

Who:
Peopling Virginia

Bound Away
• 6 chapters by topic
– Migration to Virginia
– Migration in Virginia
– Migration beyond Virginia
– Problems of Cause and Consequence
– African-American Migration
– The Cultural Legacy

• Originated from Virginia Historical 
Society exhibition
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Social Stratification
1. Landowning gentry
2. Rural middle class
3. Landless poor

White

men

1. Widowed
2. Unmarried
3. Married

White
women

1. Free persons
2. Indians
3. Enslaved

Non-white

Religious Toleration
• Denominations 

(Protestant):
– Anglican
– Quaker (by 1650s)
– Presbyterian (1699)
– Reformed (1700)
– Baptist (1714)
– German Lutheran (1730)

• 1776 – Virginia 
Declaration of Rights

• 1786 – Virginia Statute 
for Establishing 
Religious Freedom

Society of Friends
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Immigration to Virginia
Arrivals: Settled heavily within:
English Tidewater & beyond

British borderers/borderlanders Shenandoah Valley & Southside

Scotch-Irish Shenandoah Valley & Southside

Scottish Chesapeake Islands

German/Swiss Piedmont (Spotsylvania County)
& Shenandoah Valley

French Huguenot Piedmont (Powhatan County)

African – especially Ibo
(involuntary)

Tidewater & Piedmont

Coming from per Bound Away
Fischer and Kelly, Bound Away: Virginia and the Westward Movement, 61, 123.

• Transportation Act of 
1718

• Resented by Virginians 
by 1751

• From England & Ireland

• Over half to VA & MD

• 20-50,000

• Slave Code of 1705

• Early mostly Ibo from 
Biafra; Later more from 
Angola

• After 1740 more 
American-born

• 90,000 1690-1770

AfricansBritish Convicts
Involuntary Immigration
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Map in Bound Away, p. 133

Migration routes

Migration beyond Virginia
Departure
Regions:

Settled heavily
within:

Northern Neck West Virginia

Piedmont Georgia (Wilkes County)

Southside & Shenandoah
Valley

Carolina backcountry

Shenandoah Valley East Tennessee

Southside Middle Tennessee (Cumberland Basin)

Piedmont & Shenandoah
Valley

Kentucky

Northern Neck Ohio country

43

44

45

Class 2: Virginia Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



2/6/2023

16

Key Records:
Tax

Why use tax records?
• Puts ancestor(s) at a certain time and place

• May shed light on ancestor’s economic status, standing in 
community, and movements

• Typically tallies number of enslaved in each household and 
divides by ages

• Substitute for: census, land, probate
– Survives where many other records do not

• Alphabetical and indexed lists allow for quicker research 
and comparison

• Poll tax – levied based on 
number of tithables
– assessed on persons over 16

• Free white males
• Enslaved people
• Indigenous servants
• Female heads of households

• Parish levy – to support 
parish vestry’s expenses

• Quitrent –obligation to 
Crown by landowners

• Land taxes
– Landowners
– Quantity and value of land

• Personal property taxes
– White Males 

• Over 21
• 16-21

– Enslaved people
• Under 16
• Over 16

– Female & Free Blacks (heads)
– Livestock
– More

Post 1782Before 1782
Tax Records
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Virginia Tax Records
• From

– Virginia Magazine of 
History and Biography

– William and Mary 
College Quarterly

– Tyler’s Quarterly 
Historical and 
Genealogical Magazine

• Online at Ancestry.com

Examples

The 1787 Census of Virginia
• Purpose= better substitute because using 

closest-surviving tax list to 1790

• For bicentennial of the Constitution

• Organized: 
– by county
– then by tax district
– then alphabetical by surname initial

• Vol. 3 = index
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Example pages

FamilySearch.org  or  LVA.Virginia.gov

Personal tax
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Land tax

Challenge:
Tracing those with 
fewer legal rights

55

56

57

Class 2: Virginia Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



2/6/2023

20

• Tracing women

• Identifying enslaved

• Follow white men

• Non-legal records
– Newspapers
– Church
– Letters
– Diaries
– Population-based 

collections

SolutionProblem
Strategies

Virginia Gazette

Via adult white males
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Widows

QUESTIONS?

What:
Independence
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Beginning to End

Old Dominion, New Commonwealth, 95, 132.

• Challenging claims to 
Ohio country

• Conflicts with local 
tribes

• Obstructed access to 
west

• Taxation without 
representation

• Two political bodies 
competing

• Debts

RevolutionaryFrench & Indian
Causes

• Declaration of Rights

• Constitution

• Virginia Plan

• Governor

• Declaration of 
Independence

• Bill of Rights

• Articles of 
Confederation

• U.S. Constitution

• President

FederalCommonwealth
Government
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Suffrage
• Male

• 21 or older

• White

• Freeholder (1736)
– 25 acres improved/100 acres unimproved
– Town lot and house (of specified size)

Virginian Leaders
• George Washington

– Commander in Chief
– Presided over Constitutional 

Convention
– 1st P.O.T.U.S.

• Patrick Henry
– VA Resolves
– VA Convention of 1776
– “Give me liberty, or give me death” to 

raise troops and lead them
– 1st Governor of VA

• Richard Henry Lee
– Resolution on Independence
– Continental Congresses (presiding once)
– Helped draft Northwest Ordinance 1787

• Thomas Jefferson
– Authored Declaration of Independence
– 2nd Governor of VA
– VA Statute for Establishing Religious 

Freedom 1786
– 2nd V.P. of U.S.
– 3rd P.O.T.U.S.
– Founder of UVA

• James Madison
– Virginia Plan
– Architect of U.S. Constitution
– 29 Federalist Papers
– Drafted Bill of Rights
– 4th P.O.T.U.S.

Jefferson Papers

67

68

69

Class 2: Virginia Research

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



2/6/2023

24

Key Records:
Military

Service
• Virginia Militia = from 16 military districts

• Virginia State Line = 2 Regiments

• Continental Line = 11-15 Virginia Regiments

• Navy = at least 33 vessels

• Artillery

• Dragoons (Continental cavalry)

• Free Blacks

• State kept by LVA

• Federal kept by NARA

• Half-pay kept by both

• State
– Ohio
– Kentucky

• Federal

Bounty Land Pension
Compensation

• Public 
Service 
Claims at 
LVA

• indexed 
online

Repayment
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Land bounty, French and Indian War

Revolutionary War Virginia State Pensions

Half-pay: Virginia Pension Application Files, 1830-1875
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Half-pay Pensions

Revolutionary War Public Service Claims

Challenge:

Record accessibility
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• Not extant

• Not digitized

• Substitutes

• Repositories

• Cluster research

SolutionProblem
Strategies

Record Loss in 
18th-Century Counties

County Est
Catastrophic 
Record Loss

Buckingham 1761 Fire 1869

Caroline 1728 Troops 1864

Dinwiddie 1752 Troops 1865

Fairfax 1742 Civil War 

Hanover 1720 Fire 1865

King William 1701 Fire 1885

Mathews 1790 Fire 1865

Nottoway 1788 Troops 1865

Prince George 1702 Troops 1782, 1864

Prince William 1730 Troops 1863

County Est
Considerable 
Record Loss

Albemarle 1744 Troops 1748-1781

Botetourt 1769
Pre-1830 chancery, pre-1854 
judgements water damage

Brunswick 1720 Pre-1781 loose records missing

Culpeper 1749
Pre-1840 loose records and gaps 
in minute books by troops

King George 1720 Pre-1830 loose records missing

Lee 1792 Troops 1863

Mecklenburg 1764 Pre-1783 loose records missing

Rockingham 1778 Fire 1787; Fire damage 1864

Russell 1786 Fire 1872

Spotsylvania 1720 Pre-1839 loose papers missing

Washington 1776 Fire 1864Information from Library of Virginia

Virginia Tithables from 
Burned Record Counties

• Counties covered:
– Buckingham= 1773-1774
– Gloucester= 1770-1771, 1774-1775
– Hanover= 1763, 1770
– James City= 1768-1769
– Stafford= 1768, 1773

• Combined and alphabetized

• Researched at Library of Virginia
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Virginia in the American 
Revolution

• Source guide series

• 3 intro chapters:
– Developing a Research Strategy
– Major Research Centers 
– Geographical Factors Affecting Research

• 2 chapters on peoples

• Map section in back

• From Daughters of the American 
Revolution
– Available as PDF!

Example pages
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

AmericanAncestors.org/virginia-research-four-centuries-history-and-genealogy-2023

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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