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Top: Red boxes indicate edge features used
to calculate maximum image information
content.

Bottom: Enlarged detail version extracted
from the circled area in the top image
showing no difference in image
information at 3000 ppi, 1500 ppi, and
1500 ppi interpolated up to 3000 ppi.
From an 8x10-inch glass plate dating from
1906, in the collections of the Bancroft
Library, University of California, Berkeley.

Source: Information or Artifact: Digitizing Photographic
Negatives and Transparencies, Part 2,
https://blogs.loc.gov/thesignal/2011/10/information-or-
artifact-digitizing-photographic-negatives-and-
transparencies-part-2/

Resolution Example
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-

Source: https://www.scantips.com/interpol.html

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 26



Virtual Preservation Roadshow: Best Practices for Digitizing Family Papers and Photographs

e

Source: https://archivesoutside.records.nsw.gov.au/digitising-your-collection-part-3-technical-specifications/

L
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Scanning and

Photography
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Document type Minimum Color Mode
Resolution

Photographs (8 x 10 400 ppi grayscale (8 bit)  Image should be 4000

inches or less) or color (24 bit) pixels on long edge; adjust
resolution accordingly.

Photographs (8 x 10 to 11 400-600 ppi  grayscale (8 bit)  Image should be 6000

x 14 inches) or color (24 bit)  Pixels on long edge.
Photographs (over 11 x 600 ppi grayscale (8 bit)  Image should be 8000

14 inches) or color (24 bit)  Pixels on long edge.

Photo albums 400 ppi color (24 bit) Scan at higher resolution if

editing or printing
individual images on the
albums’s page.
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Document type Minimum Color Mode
Resolution

Image should be 4000
pixels on long edge.

Photographic film, 800-2800 ppi grayscale (8 bit)
including negatives and or color (24 bit)
slides (4 x 5 inches or

less)

Photographic film (4 x 5 800-1200 ppi grayscale (8 bit)
to 8 x 10 inches) or color (24 bit)
Photographic film (over 8 800 ppi grayscale (8 bit)
x 10 inches) or color (24 bit)

Image should be 6000
pixels on long edge.

Image should be 6000
pixels on long edge.

Based on: ALCTS Minimum Digitization Capture Recommendations, June 2013,
http://www.ala.org/alcts/resources/preserv/minimum-digitization-capture-recommendations

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Preparation and positioning documents
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Preview and image settings

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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4 A
Auto Exposure

Off
\. J

4 A
Auto Exposure

On
\_ Y,

Auto Exposure
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Color Settings

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Image Settings and Preview

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Adjusting for exposure and color

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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For best results with color negatives,
edit the preview before scanning, and
do additional color correction in an
image editor later.

Adjusting color negatives

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Scanning color negatives in Silverfast

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Materials:
e Tripod or camera clamp (with table)
e 2lamps

e Remote shutter release
e Background material

Camera Set-up

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org

Source:
https://archivehistory.jeksite.org/chapters/ap
pendixd.htm (left); Digitisation of Heritage
Materials, p. 129, http://www.dohm.com.au/
(above)
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Setting up document and camera

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Test exposure and focus

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Sample image

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org

50



Virtual Preservation Roadshow: Best Practices for Digitizing Family Papers and Photographs

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org 51



Virtual Preservation Roadshow: Best Practices for Digitizing Family Papers and Photographs

Editing images
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Adobe $SS
Photoshop

Adobe S
Photoshop

Elements

Corel PaintShop SS
Pro

ACDSee SS

GIMP (GNU Image free
Manipulation
Program)

Paint.NET free

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Resolution

oS Red Eye/Repairs

Text & Effects

<

Comments

Best of the best; can be
overwhelming

Photoshop for
nonprofessionals; bundled
with some scanners

PC only; functionality of
Photoshop at a lower price

Lower cost; not as robust as
Photoshop or Elements

Open source (PC, Mac, and
Linux); interface can be
confusing

PC only; more robust than
Microsoft Paint
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c 2
=) '©
= Q
% E g Comments
o 1,
e iy
Apple Photos free v v v v Mac only; limited options
with built-in tools
PhotoScapeX free v v v v v Mac and Windows 10;
More robust than Photos
Google Photos free v v v More of a photo organizer;
limited editing capabilities
Affinity Photo SS v v v v v Mac and PC; functionality
of Photoshop at a lower
price
Skylum Luminar ~ $$ v v v v Mac and PC; functionality
of Photoshop and
Lightroom at a lower price
XnView MP free v v v v Mac and PC; image
organizer with basic
editing tools

For reviews, see cnet.com or PCMag.com
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Cropping with XnView

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Editing with XnView

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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different filename.
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Color correction in Photoshop C54

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org
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Ask for help if

you need it.
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