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Overview

I —

Published Resources
Geography

Indigenous Extant Records

. Finding aids
communities
Compilations of
records and
genealogies Church and cemetery

Strategies

Virginia Company, Census
Jamestown, &

Tobacco

Understand time and
Journals and Probate place
periodicals Land FAN Club / Cluster

Court Research

Voice of
Ann Lawthers,
Genealogist

Geography

Virginia Geological Regions

Tidewater
@ :\CYCLOPEDIA Blue Ridge
VIRGINIA Mt.
Geological Regions of Virginia

Appalachian

Highlands Shenandoah Valley

Piedmont Fall Line
alle!
4 https://encyclopediavirginia.org/310hpr-f1442c¢89065a347/
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Peninsulas

1/30/2023

AR T - .
LOC: Joshua Fry, 1755 A map of the most inhabited part of Virginia containing the whole
rovince of Maryland with part of Pensilvania [sic], New Jersey and North Carolina.

Counties 1634, 1664, 1692

1664
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Class 1: Virginia Research

Counties 1692

1/30/2023

Indigenous
Virginians

Indigenous People and Language
Groups

* Algonquin (green on map)

— Abenaki
— Massachusetts
— Powhatan

* Iroquois (yellow on map)

— Iroquois in New York
— Cherokee in south

* Catawban (pink on map)

— Catawba
— Santee

*  Muskegeon (brown on map)

— Creek
— Choctaw
— Chickasaw

Charles Paullin, Atas of Histrical Geography 1932

12
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NATIVE LANGUAGES AND
CORRESPONDING VIRGINIA TRIBES

‘Shifting tribal groups
@ Iroquoian
@ Siouan
Algenquian

Source: Virgi ion for ies, Beyond irginia Indians Today and Yesterday (p.15) viewed at

An At htmi

Source: Indian trails of the Southeast, by William E. Myer, Plate 15

15
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POWHATAN'S

WORLD

AND

COLONIAL

VIRGINIA
Ac

Resources for Researching Indigenous
Settlements

16

Virginia Company

Virginia Company

e r inter
First Jamestown 2 cfare 1609- YA
charter founded overnor 1610 /e

e
charter JOERN  ureess Virginia
« John Rolfe Great h Company
« Headright ;
exports Charter /il fails
gcbaco established

18
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Class 1: Virginia Research

Early Jamestown

* Goal: Identify profitable raw materials such as gold
and silver in Virginia to repay the investors back in
England.

* Set up as a profit-oriented trading station

— Site selected for defensive reasons

— Lacked plans to grow own food
* Did not develop wells

— Gentlemen leaders, artisans, craftsmen, and a few

laborers

* Original settlers unaccustomed to manual labor
* Experimented with producing a variety of goods

1/30/2023

19
Virginia Company
e'i‘;::';:"* G, By e
e Hablshed
20
I
John Rolfe’s Tobacco
* Planted West Indian
seeds to grow a milder
tobacco - Nicotiana
tabacum
* 1612 first trial export to
England
* 20,000 pounds by 1617
* 40,000 pounds by 1618
21
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Tobacco and Need for Workers

*» Tobacco
— Labor intensive crop
* Inspect for insects
* Pinch back top of plant to prevent flowering
* Sorting/drying leaves an art
— Depletes soil of nutrients quickly

* Workers

— Indentured servants provided labor for 4 - 7 years and
then free

— Some contracts specified land; most did not
— First Africans landed in 1619 on a Dutch ship

1/30/2023

Virginia Compan
First Jamestown z Sy 1609- WA
ey fobie governor 1610 ek
* General
* Third
. Assembly A
charter 1619 e Virginia
« John Rolfe Great « Headright Company
exports Charter svﬂemg fails
Gl established

Charter of 1619

* House of Burgesses

— Introduce English
common law

— Elected burgesses

* Headright system
— Supply new colonists
— Improve access to land.

24
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General Assembly

* Established 30 July 1619 by Governor George Yeardley at
Jamestown

— Two burgesses (representatives from each of the colony’s
eleven settlements)

— Established procedures based on parliamentary law

— Named Church of England as established church

— Issued regulations and laws on land, tobacco, trade with
indigenous populations, settled disputes

* Met at Jamestown until 1700 when meetings moved to
Williamsburg

* 1643 - split by Gov Berkeley into a House of Burgesses
(elected) and Governor’s Council (appointed)

1/30/2023

25
o
Headright System
* Initiated by 1619
hn Padey, Anth, Y 3
T, vy sy e, Ry, charter
ll\(fﬂes, %lafy S(.;vluny, 'lI{'hQ Rﬁekis, ;{Vm.
lesz, o Shere: Renewed 18 M e Grant of land, usually 50
WM. HAY, gent, 250 acs. Yorke acres
Co., 1 Sept. 1658, p. 186, (275). WIy.
oﬁm-hmh&?m & the south- — For transport of self or
ern_bounds running by a slash of water
which parts the Co. of Yorke & the Co. another person to
of Deaby. Trans. of 5 pers: Thomas S
Stephens, Wim. Roberis, Edward Bray- Virginia
brooke, Charles Perry, Richard Willson.
Renewed 29 Oct. 1662,
* Purpose of system
— Provide a steady supply
of workers to the colony
Nugent, Cavaliers and Pioneers, accessed at Ancestry.com
26
. .
Turning Point - 1622

* March 22, 1622 - Powhaten Confederacy attacks

colonists
* Intended to stop the expansion of settlers into

native territory
* One quarter of Virginia colony killed (347)

— Names recorded

* Watershed moment and hastened the failure of the

Virginia Company in 1624

27
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“Towas, Pantadns, e in Viegai: 16071626 — _. g o v
B e
28

1634
Local Government Emerges
County Name g

Accomac Northampton & Accomack

Charles City Charles City

Charles River York

Elizabeth City Extinct — consolidated with City of

Hampton

Henrico Henrico

James City James City

Warwick River Extinct — consolidated with City of

Newport News

Warrosquyoake Shire Isle of Wight

29

Virginia Counties by 1700
county | et Woounty | _Est |

Accomack 1633 Northumberland 1648
Charles City 1634 Gloucester 1651
Elizabeth City HEa AR 2P casten 1651
Henrico 1634 Surrey 1652

. Westmoreland 1653
Isle of Wight 1634

5 New Kent 1654
James City 1634 Stafford AT
Northampton 1634 Middlesex 1674
Nansemond 1637 King and Queen 1691
Upper Norfolk 1637 Princess Anne 1691
York 1643 Essex 1692
Lower Norfolk 1647 Richmond 1692

30

10
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Class 1: Virginia Research

Colonial Virginia Government

* General Assembly (1619) split in 1634
— House of Burgesses
— Governor’s Council
— Citizens elected member to House of Burgesses

* Shires = Counties (1634)
— County courts
— Kept land, tax, and probate records

* Anglican parishes
— Responsible for registering births, marriage and deaths
— Levied taxes
— Responsible for poor, roads and other civil functions

1/30/2023

31

QUESTIONS?

Overview

Published Resources
Geography
Records

Indigenous
communities

Finding aids "
Strategies

Genealogies Census
Virginia
Company,

Jamestown, &
Tobacco

Compilations of | Church and Understand time
records cemetery and place

Journals and Land FAN Club /
periodicals Probate Cluster Research

Colony

33
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Finding Aids

Virginia Historical Index
(aka - Swem Index)

* Indexed pre-1930 articles in five publications and two sets
of governmental records

* V=Virginia Magazine of History and Biography
* W=William and Mary Quarterly

* T=Tylers Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine

* R=Virginia’s Historical Register and Literary Advertiser

* N=Lower Norfolk County Virginia Antiquary
* H=Henings Statutes at Large

» C=Calendar of Virginia State papers

35

Virginia Historical Index

27, 1v426;
327289,

e
Vibums T io;
-2 woas
26V207, 203;
103: fue
ey, k265 49206, 26303, 327255,
Eweaa: 95, W3 140123}
20 (11200 W (21192 8V (2] 120
ilaigg of Nortown. regn) L1125,
e VTS 29, 236, 29
e — — 1Vils; Vil
1097 18
| s | s | oy 20¥200,
Kl SOVISH: §1V:
plog o i,
5 W(iyio
o | e o oty

W (1.
W87, 106 AW )7 w127,
128; 8W W2, 31

1T52-57 = el
Volume 1 Eféﬁu‘;fg.‘;é:”‘;ﬂ"ﬁé?su‘ i
Tyler’s Quarterly o ey ety 25 427
Pages 52-57 B

:

sv
47, 104%6; U306, 26V203;
2 Wl 14D

famly, SUTSIS7: 4V204  SW(193;
HOWC)T1; 23W)74; 80 @)203

Using the index

36

12
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Coldham’s Lists of Immigrants

Extensive documentation of (mostly poor)
immigrants to Virginia

The Complete Book of Emigrants, 1607-1660
The Complete Book of Emigrants, 1661-1699

The Bristol Registers of Servants Sent to Foreign
Plantations, 1654-1686

The Complete Book of Emigrants in Bondage, 1614-

1/30/2023

37

Using Coldham'’s books

3 August. Captain Thomas Chadocke of the Somers Islands deposes that six
years ago John Snell left there for Virginia where he is supposed to have died.
‘A letter written by Richard Leake of the Somers Islands at the direction of
Frances Jones, Snell’s mother, has confirmed the death. (LMC).

9 August. Commission to Sir William Berkeley to be Governor of Virginfa.
The Church of England religion will be observed and overy church il
provide for its own minister. All persons above the age of 16 are to bear arrps.
‘Wills are to be probated. ill build a house in ion to his

and a Government House is to be built in a more convenient place tha
James Town. Fifty acres of land arc to be granted to every person transpor

to Virginia since midsummer 1625. (CSPC).

LMC. Lord Mayor's Court Depositions, by Peter Wilson Coldham,
‘Washington: National Genealogical Society, 1980 (Special Publication
No. 44).

CSPC. Calendars of State Papers, American and Colonial Series, 1574-
1660, ed. W. Noel Sainsbury. Longman & Green, 1860.

38
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: Virginia Research

Why use published genealogies?

Very helpful for 17 century research

May detail genealogy of your ancestors or
affiliated families

May help link together and differentiate families
Usually provide biographical details

Citations lead to other resources and record sets

1/30/2023

40

Key Virginia Compiled

Genealogies
Dorman’s Adventurers of Purse and Person

Dorman’s Genealogies of Virginia Families

William and Mary College Quarterly
Historical Magazine

Tyler’s Quarterly Historical and Genealogical
Magazine

Virginia Immigrants and Adventurers 1607-1635

41

Adventurers of Purse and Person

Sponsored by the Order of First Families of

Virginia, 1607-1620; Commemorating 400th

anniversary of Jamestown

— Adventurers of purse who visited
1607-1624/5 and left descendants
or whose grandchildren came

ADVENTURE)

— Adventurers of person
(immigrants to Virginia) 1607-
1624/5 who left descendants

42
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Example pages
43
Genealogies of Virginia Families
* 3 sets of article compilations from
three different journals
— Virginia Magazine of History and Biography (not
online)
— William and Mary College Quarterly (at Ancestry.com)
— Tyler’ Quarterly Historical and Genealogical Magazine
(at Ancestry.com)
* Organized alphabetically
* Published 1981-1982 by Genealogical Publishing Co.
44
Virginia Immigrants and
Adventurers 1607-1635
* Commemorates Jamestown 400th
* Annotated biographical sketches
* 5,500 original colonists D
* Intro chapter “Where They Were” L
= overview of settlement ¢ L
and plantations |
;
==
45
15
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Example pages

46

Record Compilations

Probate

¢ Peter Wilson Coldham

— English Estates of American Colonists: American Wills
and Administrations in the Prerogative Court of
Canterbury, 1610-1699 (Ancestry $)

* Lothrop Withington
— Virginia Gleanings in England: Abstracts of 17th and
18th-Century English Wills and Administrations
Relating to Virginia and Virginians
— Virginia Magazine of History and Biography (JSTOR)

¢ Torrence

— Virginia Wills and Administrations 1632-1800 - An
index to probate (FamilySearch)

48

16
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See Library of Virginia - https://lva-
virginia.libguides.com/vcrp

Colonial Records Project

* Established by Library of Virginia to find records
related to Virginia in Britain, France, and Ireland

* Correspondence between British officials and
colonial officers, customs records, business
records, claims of British merchants concerning
Virginia stores, log books, ships' cargo lists

1/30/2023

49

ALOG

o7 ¢

LIBRARY cars
(\1 OFVIRGINIA  geppcy  prowse  USER

1823-2023 GUIDE

signin o requestitems 2] g

- [ oselected paces 3
Refine your results

Sortby Relevance ~

New Records A
New From Last 3 Months [
v From Last Month [

From Last Week

Collections A

Baoks an

Digital Collections.

Results page

X

DIGITAL
COLLECTIONS
DISCOVERY

eing &

X DisMIss.

50

Oselected  pAGE 1

Revolutionary War Bounty
Warrants

Virginia Colonia Records
ect (53

5. BassettFrench Blographical [
Sketches (30

Archiv

ater

Collections (160 [
Images (125 B4
Show More

Publication Date LY

o0 o

Filtering results

Virgina Genealogical Society

&
Q

S
Q

&
Q
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Active filters
8 Fememberalites
S Rt
Refine your results
Sortby. feesnce ~

Collections A

Subject &

Abram (i) 1634, R 03490, (%

oA LT, SR005T8,p.2

Rice Family of Henrico County

PublicRecord Offce

13166 Vigini CoonialRecords Poject x o+

ableOnin

arcar mirenis -
Port Book. Port of London. Surveyor General of Tunnage and
Poundage. Oversea imports by denizens.
Publc Record Offce Cass € 190/38/5:Virgina Coloial Records Project
ableOnlin
— e 2
Quarter Sessions Records Plantation Indentures 1682/83-1684 Box .
Original numbers 3-600. Indentures for servicein Virgiia.
MiddiesexSection 130
Avalabie Onin

1/30/2023

52

Midd

lesex England Record

02083
SURVEY REPORT No. 2151
g b
375/P.1.043  James Elliott, 22, of Middlesex, to Christopher Deane.
4 years, Barnaby, 22 October 1683, Worn.

376/P.1.244 ¥4dlien Hoors, 18, to Janas Samerson. U years. 22 Ootober
1683.

377/P.1.045  Robert Steels, 21, of Middlesex, tailor, to Francis lee.
U4 years. Duke of York. 23 October 1683.

378/P.1.046  Joseph Priestley, 24, of Middlesex, accountant, to William
Haveland. 4 years. Duke of York, 25 October 1633,

379/P.1.147 John Bowles, 22, of Middlesex, to Christopher Deame. 4 years.
Barnaby.y 25 October 1683,

380/P.1.148  Edmnd Rice(?), 21, of Mddlesex, to Christopher Deane.
4 years. Barnaby. 25 October 1683.

381/P.1.049  Joseph Betts, 22, of Middlesex, to John Smith, & years.
Virginia Parks(?). 26 October 1633.

53

Geography
Indigenous
communities

Virginia Company,

Overview

Published Resources
Records

Finding aids

Genealogies Strategies

Census
Compilations of
records

Church and cemetery [y derstand time and

Land place

Journals and

periodicals Probate FAN Club / Cluster
Court Research

Tax

54
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Early Virginia Records

* Census: Scattered Virginia Company records

* Church records: birth, baptism, marriage, death,
burial, gravestone

* Land records: grants and deeds
* Probate records: will, inventory, guardianship

¢ Court:
— County Courts
— Virginia Company
— House of Burgesses

1/30/2023

55

Record Challenges

* Loss - fire, water, mold, war

* Jurisdictional changes - check your maps!

— Newbury Library - Atlas of Historical County
Boundaries

— MapofUS.org

* Know when records began in your ancestor’s area

Earliest Virginia Records

Census Records Church Records Land Records Court Records
1619 1646 1619 1608

56

1634 Virginia

Historical Borders +

Selact Date of Border Change:

e euzas

https://digital.newberry.org/ahcb/map/map.html#VA

57
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1637

1640

16 May 1691

NEW KENT

1654
12 May 1691

Newberry Atlas for Boundary

Changes

LOWER NORFOLK (extinct)

LOWER NORFOLK (extinct) created from NEW NORFOLK; NEW NORFOLK
County eliminated. (Robinson, 59, 70, 85)

Boundaries between LOWER NORFOLK (extinct) and UPPER NORFOLK
(later NANSEMOND, extinot) redefined [no change]. (Hening, 1:228, 247;
Robinson, 197-198)

LOWER NORFOLK lost to creation of NORFOLK (extinct) and PRINCESS

ANNE (extinct); LOWER NORFOLK County eliminated. (Hening, 3:95-96;
Robinson, 63, 65)

NEW KENT created from YORK. (Hening, 1:387n., 388; Robinson, 62)

NEW KENT lost to creation of KING AND QUEEN. (Hening, 3:94-95;
Robinson, 57)

1/30/2023

58

Isle of Wight County, Virginia

ISLE OF WIGHT

1634 WARROSQUYOAKE (now ISLE OF WIGHT) created as one of the original
eight shires (counties). (Hening, 1:224; Tyler, 197-198)

1637 WARROSQUYOAKE renamed ISLE OF WIGHT. (Robinson, 82)

1640 ISLE OF WIGHT boundaries redefined [no change]. (Hening, 1:228, 247;
Robinson, 197-198)

1647 Boundary between ISLE OF WIGHT and NANSEMOND (extinct) clarified [no
change]. (Robinson, 198)

1656 ISLE OF WIGHT gained from NANSEMOND (extinct). (Hening, 1:423)

06Aug 1701 Southern boundary of ISLE OF WIGHT clarified [no change]. (Winfree, 2-3)

59

Information from Fam

Record Loss in Early Counties
N P T N T

Accomack 1633 Nofires, but water and pest Nansemond 1637 1734, 1779 and 1866
1787 Fire destroyed most
GharlesiGity Az fEREkED New Kent 1654 colonial records
Elizabeth City 1634 1812, 1861-1865 Upper and Lower
Norfolk 1647 Extinct Counties
Essex 1692 None known
Northampton 1634 None known
Gloucester 1651 Fires 1820 and 1865
Almost all prior to 1677 Northumberland 1648 Some records lost in fire 1710
e 1634 missing Records at Independent City
Princess Anne 1691 Courthouse in Virginia Beach
Isle of Wight 1634 Loose papers prior to 1783 Many lost records for
Richmond 1692 "unknown reasons”
James City 1634 1865 fire
) ) Stafford 1664 1861-1865
Kingand Queen 1691 1828, 1833, 1864 fires ki EREC R T e
Lancaster 1651 None known Surrey) 1652|1806
Wills from 1600, also loose
Middlesex 1674 Loose papers lostin 1865 | Westmoreland 1653 papers burned in Rev War

Most loose papers prior to Rev
ilySearch.org Research Wikis ~ York 1643 War

60
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Census

Census of 1619

* By location, counts but no names

* Published in Virginia Genealogical Society
Quarterly, Vol 33 (3)

' éﬁgﬁdﬂm .%m -}‘;}gﬂ[ 37
(__LL/
#M{f; 77 »[.n —'i}.z'i/:t/é'fg{--

- T
/ ey
§
N
CONTENTS.
1. The First Assembly of Virginia, held July 30, 1619, 9
1L_List of the livinge and the dead in V 37
briet ration of the plantation of Virginia, during the
first when Sir Thomas Smith was Governor
of = 69
WW.A umber of men, women and children, inhabitants
1 Counties within the Collony of Virginia,in
1634, = 2 o
V. A letter from Charles 1L, acknowledging the receipt of a
present of Visginia Slk, 1663, o
VI Alist of the Parishes in Virginia, 1680, - - 103
VIL Addenda, : 105

Colonial Records of Virginia

by Virginia. General Assembly. Joint
Committee on the State Library;
Virginia. General Assembly. Senate;
Wynne, Thomas Hicks, d. 1875

Colonial Records — Archive.org

63
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1/30/2023

Colonial Records — 1623/4
Living and Dead

LISTS OF THE LIVINGE & DEAD IN VIRGINIA

Feb. 16th, 1623.

A LIST OF THE

Al the Colledg Lan

Thomas Marlett Day
Chriftopher Branch,

L,
Robert Champer, ‘Thomas Ofborne.
‘Thomas Jones,

64
o o
Victims of the 1622 massacre
a true lift of the names of all thole
of the Sauages in Vinginia, the
ourable Company of Vi
Buour:"
Av Gﬂauw It’:v:l’r.)‘tﬂ{::‘;‘l:.rl ;1’::‘..1‘:1 :t:n‘:::v Crecke, some 66
R""ﬁ'&‘nﬁﬁ" + Mafon,
e
r:f.:n oau:Lﬂn his Wife and
Jartholmew Peram,
Giles Peram, we, his Wife and
Joln Dowler,
Laurence Dowler, ,
Lewis Williams, his man,
Richand Hakough, Doctor
Thomas Holland,
Colonial Records of Virginia: https://archive.org/detail i irg/pag d
65
1624/5 Muster (Census)
* Ordered by King James after dissolution of
London Company
¢ Includes information about household members,
date of arrival, age
* Searchable database at virtualjamestown.org -
1624 census/muster
* Foundation for Dorman’s Adventurers of Purse
and Person
66

22
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howing records 1 0 20 (20 total)

1624 Muster

Muster Search Results

. N Dutcof | Muster
ame uster | Status ocation orporation |Age Notes
N: Muster | Stat Locati Corporation Az Detest]] e ‘
S " 7 February
William Smith| Simith William | head 1618 | 7 Feom
John Seith | M8 ot 1624
Christopher | ¢ N
Smith 14
S— not e |7 February
William Smith 2 1624 | 7 Fehm
William Smith vant | Newportes nowes Elzabeth Citte| 23 | Fiyinge Hare | 1621 | 7 February
iliam Smith servant Newportes newe i Citie| 23 | Elvinge Harte | - 162 6245
Robart Smith servant | Newportes new not given
Addams 5 | 3 | 4 February
Richard Smith servant Matins Hunded | JamesCity [24 | Georee 162 F5n
Nicholas |C & St ‘_ . i o1 | 4 February o
i SHVED orvant | Crowdors Pl James € 18| Bona No &1 | " oS ‘aboy
s ca o E naventure | not given | 4 February
John Smith | Smith John | head Neckeof-Land Bonaventure | not given | 4 FEb

67

Calowial Records of Virginin, o

AR}
ey ke o

b

gl A

s, G Arvo
it

145 from
And fince that 60 e
the Bermudas,

1/30/2023

[cDONAGH,

Census of 1634 — Summary Only

68
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17t Century Church Records

* Registers

— As the official religion of Virginia, Anglican

Churches were required to keep track of births,
marriages and deaths

— Most colonial registers were lost when the

Anglican Church was no longer the church of state

* Vestry Books

— A scattered group of vestry books and parish
registers (~ 30 pre-1675)

70

Anglican Vestries

* Responsible for:

— Poll taxes to support church activities

— Maintaining church property (real estate and
religious items)

— Charity to poor

— Uphold social morals

* Many functions similar to New England town

71

The Church are hereby to Collect of
Every Tythable in this parish 43 pounds of tobo per poll, and Tax authority

upon their refusall of payment to make distre[se for y* same,
and pay Each parish Creditor his due

[2] Upon y: request of Tho: Hide to y". vestry, they have
bound unto him a Bastard child borne of Thomas wisdoms

serv'. woman, named Edward Grabige untill he come to y:

age of twenty and one yeares, and he y*: said Hide to be
: i : said

child next yeare, without any further charge to y*: parish

Indenturing indigent children

Ordered that Daniel dickinson be Surveyor of y*: highwayes
for y*: Lower parte of y*: parish.

Ordered that John Swabbsone be Surveyor of y*: highwayes

Road Maintenance for y*: middle parte of y*: parish

Ordered that m'. Rob'. Carter and Fran: Smithing be Sur-
veyors of y': highwayes for y*: upper parte of y*: parish

Ordered by this pfit vestry that m'. Ralph Greene Sen" be
Churchwarden for y*: Lower parte of y*: parish, and to con-
tinue in y°: said office dureing y*: terme of two yeares next
Ensueing accordinge to a former order of this vestry.

Petsworth Parish, Gloucester, VA,
1677

72
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Finding the Colonial Parish

* Cocke Parish Lines series
. L. Parish Lines
— Diocese of Virginia Diocese of Virginia
— Diocese of Southern Virginia
— Diocese of Southwestern
Virginia

1/30/2023
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., New Kent
g (‘\\7 i County

Parish Lines — New Kent County &

74

Probate
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B Rl » B s i & oo 0 s "

The Library of Virginia / Research Guides & Indexes / Wills and Estate Records Index | Home

1/30/2023

Wills and Estate Records Index

An index of estate administration records, including wils, inventories, sales, and other documents, from 1633 to 1800, found in the will books of fify-one

Virginia counties and cities

Contact Us Search the Index
~
Searct Q
—
—
Archives Reforence Services: Wills and Estate Records Index
Library of Virginia
800 E. Broad st.

Overview
Richmond, VA 23219

804-692-3888 and other documents,

This is an index of estate administration records, including wills, inventories.

ks of fity-one Vi ounties a some cases, estate.

archdesk@a.virginia.gov

ooks and other records are also indexed. For a few localites, the index

ords found in county ord
includes records issued after 1800.
Socal

https://Iva-virginia.libguides.com/wills

76

£y &) LIBRERY camaos biGiTAL
OFVIRGINIR  ouncy srowse  USER  coLLEcTions
1% 4
W 1823-2023 GUIDE DISCOVERY

4

X Everything ¥ ADVANCED SEARCH.

Signintorequestitems ) Signin X DIsMIss.
N ) oselected, 3pesuts
Active filters =
B Wil and Administatons ... X o= X -
\  Rolfe, John.
16211622
O Resetfiters ndex entry
Refine your results M NDEX ENTRY & 8 & -
w  Rolfe, John.
Sortby Relevance e
Collections ~
Archivesand Manuscripts (3) 54 ¢lle @
Roush. John

77
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Why Use Land Records

* Puts the ancestor(s) in a certain place in time

* May detail family relationships directly or via
context clues

* May expand circle of friends, neighbors, etc.

* May shed light on ancestor’s economic status,
standing in community, and movements

1/30/2023

79
o o o
Virginia Land Grants
* Background info on records at Land .
Office CHAPTER THREE
* 3 chapters: N
— The Land Patent Books
* kept by Virginia government < i
— The Northern Neck Grant Books . -
* kept by proprietors ! | Virginia Land Grants
— Original Differences & Ultimate ; ‘
Accord T | oo
* Purpose to study: = P
— Local resistance
— Ultimate acceptance
]
80
o o o
Virginia Land Records
Note
* From -
e _
— Virginia Magazine of componed o s excerpid rom
. ; L Mtapaio of s and Biraphy, te Willom
History and Biography .t o S e e
compilation of articles dealing with early
— William and Mary
College Quarterly
— Tyler’s Quarterly
Historical and e e e e
Genealogical MAgazine v sigms uce vovies e srsie sombiod e .
e and e ou e o e resnres of ki
* Online at Ancestry.com oo PaNabag Compeny
81
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1/30/2023

T34 For Capt. Joseph Berry, 386 scres in Deyscal
s ok Wi e, Toahes, Bepoe snd Topoe, on Jan
Ulnaimia

Jomd 1o s, i
165

=~ e Frr oo 1758
" lapucs fomn Williin Morri by Cal. Bawin
757

82

Cavaliers and Pioneers

* Abstracts of Virginia
Land Patents and Grants

(CAVALIERS AND PIONEERS

— 42 volumes of colonial
patent books

— Begin 1623

83

GEORG CHAPMAN, 1000 acs, New -
Kent Co., 8 Aug. 1658, p. 186, (274).
On N. side of Mattapany Riv.. Trans,
of 20 pers: Walter Price, James Kinge,
Tho. Talbott, John Fry, Nich. Richinge,
Robert Mu.nday Marg, Hawkins, Alice
Hobbs John Williams, Wm. Sidney,

A/ ,if/! % ,«;,;—m ;:/»—-»uvw
John Padey, Anth, Moote, John Peace, Z ‘ﬁf"‘%"‘:‘fz‘zsﬁ, f?‘ :
Tho, Hadway, Joseph Lucas, T ﬁ**zﬁ_,;M
Keyes, Mary Guay, Tho. Reekes, e S

,Z,z.:ﬁ,h i
Mills, Tho. Shore Renewed 18 Mar, Y /“) £
1662, &

// Ay v{/'r
Fosi g0

()q ’“ \/“(;,‘ oAher

OAIT Moo,

@1“,‘ Mﬁ:ﬂmvﬁ' 23
John Peace’s transport ﬁy S %

84
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@ Library of Vigina | Research Guides & Indexes | Virgnia Land Patents and Grarts | Home

Virginia Land Patents and Grants

Virgina land patents (1623-1774) and land r

75-2000). including o Northern Nack proprietary (16

plats and descriptions for Norther Neck land

=

Contact Us

ne Collection

Virginia Land Patents and Grants

Archives Refarence Sarvices
Overview

Ubrary of Virginia

https://Iva-virginia.libguides.com/land-grants

O SRShax
AN BV
[
* 3 ’
b w
P
Somty e =
Cotlections »
g
O
: wy —
Results filtered for Land Office
Subject A Lz & B &
Laod gromt 1 AprL 1857
Pe—— - o -
Purf < George,
¢ 2 r
Chapenan, George (10 ey
e i s
S &
S 2 £

A Land grant 10ctober 1303.

Show Mare

Resource Type »

Archival Materils (52

% Land grant 1 September 1858,

Finding the date filter

87
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Active filters =]
@ Land Office/Northern Neck... X [2) rEn T & B
A Land grant 4 November 1685.
Vears: 6201700 x Leigh, Wiliam, grantee; Virgnia, Colonial Land Office Library of Vigina. Archives.
B Rememser s iters e
O resetfieers
= =
Refine esults LY Land grant 7 Aug:
Chapman, Geore: o, Colonial Land Offce:; Lirary of Vigina.Avchives.
ot 1630-0
ortby Tie ~
4 Available Online
Collections ~
e =

Digital Collections (14) [
sinia. Colonial Land Office.; Library of Virginia. Archives.

Land Offca/Northern Nack (24)

Avaitable Online

Subject A

Land grants Virginia New  (11) 5
Kent County

Results with added date filter

88

VIRGINIA YoRK coury, 6581016 x

No. péi. (3 danuary 1645/6]. Phillipp Tracker sworn undersheriff by Capt Richd
ownshend at request of Capt Wim Teylor the High Sheriff of this County.  Signed Ro
b, CIF.

Colonial Abstracts

)

Nod. p5. A Court for York 20 Jan 1645/6. Prosent: Capt Nicholas Martiau, Capt John
By Beverley Fl Chisman, Me Robert Vaus, Mr Wm Peyor, Mc Rowland Burnham, Mr Francis Morgan.
v Beverley Fleet

No2. pb5. Order that Jeffery Power pay debt of 600 1b tobo due Mr Zacray Cripps in

No. ps. Order that Tho Nightingale pay debt of 288 Ib tobo due to Arthur Price the
assignee of Capt Henry Fleete within 10 days.

No. p65. Entry mutilated. This abstract is from the tremscript of 1894 Thos
Harwood exor of estate of Christopher Bertlett ordered to pay a debt.

Nod. p.6. Order that Martin Westerlin pay debt of 600 Ib tobo due Arthur Price within
10 cays.

VOLUME 11l
Noz. p&6. Wi Harefinck ordered to pay debt 400 b tobo due Arthur Price within 10 deys.

’ The Original 34 Volumes Reprinted in 3

No.2. p66. Michell Saturway ordered to pay debt 300 1b tobo due Richard Evens within
5.

10 day
GrnmaLosicar PunLisiinG Co., Ixc
Blie

Beverley Fleet Colonial Abstracts

90
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Beverley Fleet — Colonial Court
Abstracts for:

Charles City County

Henrico County
Northumberland

Lancaster County

Accomack

Northumbria

Westmoreland

York

CHARLES CITY COUNTY
Court Order Book

page 157

Att & Co'rt held abt merohts hope Apr 20, 1658
Frosent
mr Thonas Drewe
nr Anthony Wyatt Capt: Robt Yiynno
Capt John Epes mr James Darker
mr £eran Spes

page 137, mr James Barker and mr Franois Epes sworne Com'rs

page 137. Al aot. Hugh Evans ords to pay Tho, Hamond 435 1b. tobo.
Also im, Greene ord, o pay Hamond 500 1b. tobos

pago 137, Abstract. Geo. Aticins orde to pay Robt. Rowse two oows
in te

page 137, Cat Stogge present

page 137, Abstrast. Upon petition of Walter Salter agb. Tho. Stinson
U3¢ apper'eth to the Co'rt that tho ad businesse is a vexatious
turbulent cause allready judged and deoided soverall bimes" - there-
fore dismissed. John Stith for the plt. appeals to merb Quarter
Court,

Charles City Court Records

1/30/2023

91

QUESTIONS?

Indigenous nations

Overview

Published Resources

First settlers Finding aids

First colonies Compilations of
Consolidation records and

genealogies Church and Understand time
Wars cemetery and place
Study projects
Land FAN Club / Cluster

Journals and
periodicals

Vital Strategies

Probate Research

Colony

93
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o 0. oo
Use the Library of Virginia
* “Genealogical Records at the Library of Virginia”
* Research Guides and Indexes
¢ Land records - online
* Wills and Estate Records Index
* Lost Record Localities Collection
* Colonial records project
* Historic Virginia Documents
95
|Adventurers of Purse and Person, F229
1607-1680 19 2004
Colonial Records Project
|Wills and Estate Records Index
(Torrence) F225 T85 1972
Land Office
+ Searchable Online Database
* Cavaliers and Pioneers, F225 N842
1992
« Virginia Northern Neck Land Grants,
F232 N86 G72 1987
Records of the Virginia Company, F229
V86 1993
|Virginia Historical Index (Swem)
https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/guides/time.htm
96
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LIBRARY - GENEALOGICAL RECORDS AT THE
or VIRGINIA

LIBRARY OF VIRGINIA

Tax Records

Genealogical Records at LVA

97

Research Guides & Indexes

Rase ST

© 06 0 0 0 0 ¢

© 6 06 c o 0 e o 0 08 o

0 ¢ 0 0 ¢

Categories of Research Guides

98

Common Challenges

¢ Record loss due to mold, water and fire

» Connecting an arrival record (e.g. headright

mention) to a person with the same name, in the
same place 100 years later

99
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¢ What to do?

— Try Library of Virginia

Record Loss Strategies

* New Kent County has extensive record loss

* Challenge: John Peace appears in headright land
record to George Chapman, New Kent County

Lost Records Localiti

project.

ital Collection

This collection consists of images for a wide variety of court records found as part of chancery and other
locality records-processing projects. The images are of surviving records from localities where most records|
are no longer extant. The original record s scanned and the images are filed together in an artificial online
collection—the Lost Records Localities Digital Collection. Please check periodically as this is an ongoing

1/30/2023

100

Record Loss Strategies

New Kent County (57)

New Kent County was created in 1654, More...

Nottoway County (63)

Prince George County (93)

Prince George County was created by an act of 17§

Collection Information

Collection: New Kent County.

Records were destroyed when John Posey set fire to the courthouse
on 15 July 1787. Many records were lost when the courthouse was
partially destroyed by fire during Civil War hostilities in 1862.
Nottoway County was created by an act of 1788tq  pdditional records were burned in Richmond on 3 April 1865, where
they had been moved for safekeeping during the Civil War.

https://www.virginiamemory.com/collections/collections_a_to_z

101

Graves: Judament

2 Jordan, Samust; Wil

Tox Books (extracts)
s, Sarah Free Negro Regisration

Littienage, Frances v, Stephen Crump: Judgment

Digital Lost Records Collection New
Kent County

sid

Call Namber

1203566

Creator_subject

ot

a
@
a
a
a8
@
&
@
@
a
@
&
@
@
@
a
@
&
@
a

e esued
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Connecting Ancestors

* You may not find one “smoking-gun” record; you may
need to build a case with multiple records

* Essential Strategy: Research the ancestors associates
and neighbors (Cluster Research or FAN Club
Research)

* Some records may be less reliable than others; seek
originals if you can

» May need to have, and exhaust, several working
theories

1/30/2023

103

And keep in mind . ..

* Terms of kinship may have different meanings in
17%-century:
— Nephew and nieces may be referred to as “cousins”

— Sometimes “brother” or “sister” can be indications of
brothers and sisters within a faith

— “Father” and “Mother” could refer to in-laws

* Use of “Jr” and “Sr” typically mean younger versus
older and don’t necessarily mean kinship

104

Summary

* Educate yourself about the history of the time
period, especially government and religious
jurisdictions - that is where the records are

* Don't reinvent the wheel - look at published
sources in combination with originals

* Record loss of 17" century Virginia records
doesn’t spell doom - try cluster research to circle
around your ancestor

105
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1/30/2023

QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist

AmericanAncestors.org/chat

106

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

107

New ENGLAND HisTORIC

GENEALOGICAL SOCIETY

AmericanAncestors.org

Copyright © 2022
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