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Genealogy Boot Camp

Searching Databases on
AmericanAncestors.org

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors,

Today’s Topics:

Overview of databases
How to search our databases
Advanced search techniques

Other online resources on AmericanAncestors.org

THE BRUE FAMILY LEARNING CENTER
EA American Ancestors.

Overview of
Databases
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Online Database Scope

< |

492 Databases
1.42B Names

1/3/2023

Across Many Countries

Dominican Republic
Argentina

Barbades

Denmark Guatemala

United States

scotland canada England Ireland Finland
caribbean Germany

Sweren CostaRica Wales
Netherlands  South Africa

Northern ireland

Unique Databases

222 Unique Databases. Highlights include

* Genealogical Journals
— NEHGR, TAG, Mayflower Descendant, Vermont Genealogy
* Massachusetts Probate File Papers
— Berkshire, Bristol, Essex, Franklin, Hampshire, Middlesex,
Norfolk, Plymouth, Suffolk

¢ Archdiocese of Boston - Records and Cemeteries
— Browsable and searchable — weekly updates

« Lineage Societies & Membership Applications

Mayflower Descendants, NEHGS Membership Applications

— Society of Colonial Wars in Massachusetts, General Society of
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Most Popular!

1. General Society Of Mayflower Descendants Membership

Applications, 1620-1920
2. Mayflower Families Fifth Generation Descendants, 1700-1880

Great Migration Study Project

= 8

Massachusetts: Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Boston Records,
1789-1900

Massachusetts: Catholic Cemetery Association Records, 1833-1940

Connecticut Nutmegger

American Genealogist
Massachusetts Vital Records 1620-1850
Mayflower Descendant

0 ® N oW

10. New England Historical and Genealogical Register

£ American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give

Virtual Benefit Event

et sk Honoring Nina Totenberg, in

American Research: Four

Genealogy Hundred Years of Conversation with Rita

Janw Historyand
Genealogy |

£ American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Toos  Signature Proj pors Biniatives

% Virtual Benefit Event
American Research: Four Honoring Nina Totenberg, in

Genealogy Hundred Years of Conversation with Rita
g History and R
ol Braver
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7 American Ancestors,

Search 14 Billion Names ‘New! Search Content by Tople

www.americanancestors.org

£2 American Ancestors. e e ]
Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertWewp  Tools  Sgnature Projects  Centers & Inaistives

492 databases

s Alsbama Deaths, 19081974
andatatases

ok e g « Mbama Mamiages, 18161987
‘onky my fevoriea cacabases Mioany Argus: Records of Deaths and Marrisges, 16261828

a m
a m
a »
only free databases
ey Q @ f Aany Countytew York first Semiers, 1630- 1800
uniteq seates (410) LI
Engana (10} Q a
Garmany (8
Unitod Kingdom (8) a -
Canada ()

https://www.americanancestors.org/browse-all-databases

12
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E2 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expertbelp  Took  Signature Projects  Centers & Intiatives

Pre 1700 (150)
1700 1750 077)
1750 1800 (85}
1800 1850 (53)
1850- 1300 (38
1900- 195022}

cancones _

P PR PR P AP AP L PSP

Journais and Periodscals (25)
Mitary Records (14)

1/3/2023

www.americanancestors.org

13

E7 American Ancestors

——
History

Search Events Membership Give

34 dtabases P

oATABASE
e

o asarical s Gensslogeal Regiter

United S1ates (27)
England 15) a
Unitaa Kingdom (5]
a
Netheriands 1]
Soutn Atea (1) a
a
a
a

oare

Database Search
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Database Search

£7 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expert Help  Tools  Sigrwture Projects  Centers b iniiatives

& Now England Historical and Genealogical Register
Browse This Database

First Name Last Name

vears
Keywards | |

Auticle Title Only
Comment or Question

Volume Page

Volume Name

16

E7 American Ancestors.
Search Events Membership Give Publications  Export Help.
Search Tips

This dotabase supports the following searchabls fisids:

Sample Images

<4

www.americanancestors.org

17

£3 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expert Help

Description

Citation

www.americanancestors.org

18
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£ American Ancestors it

Search Results

Comment or
Question
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Search Events Membership Give Punscaions Erpertti Toos  Siaure rojecs Cor

SRR |

ERe

Database Search returns more
results than Advanced Search
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£3 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Publications  Expert Help  Tools  Signature Projects  Cer]

Search Results

Rewiisporpege 20 50 100 [ & e [ m 5w |
seaRcH FUTERS v Name Events Relationship
- John PALMER Y
— : e Hiso romeioa =
verimags o —
catecomes v

Journals and Periodicals (1)

Www.americanancestors.org

22

£2 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give

Publcmions  Eperthiels  Tools  Sonshwe Preects  Contert & inkistires

« New England Historical and Genealogical « »
Register
Velume: < Page 2 se7 »  Comment or Question

www.americanancestors.org

23

FIRST SETTLERS OF HINGHAM.
(Commesicused by Axpxrw . Wz, Fa)

Names of the first proprietors in Hinghasm, who drew their boose-lots o
the 18th Sept, 1635, from the Core on the north sde of the road to Fort
hill, viz:—

1 James Cade

16 John Semart

2 Abraham Martin 17 Edmund Hobart, Sea.
3 Willism Notter 18
4 John Otis

5 Thomas Loring

6 Joka §

7 Duvid Phinoey 22 George Mank
8 Thomas Andrews 23 George Lodkin
9 Joseph Andrews 24 Nicolas Baker
10 Williaz Walton 25 Nath' Baker

11 Richard Betstome 26 Ands Lase
1 Wakely 27 George Bachor
13 William Arnall 28 Thomas Collier
14 Nicolas Jacob s Se

15 Edmand Hobart

Many of the above named persons owned other picces of land in the year
1635; and some others not mentioned abore, viz: —

Joba Fearing

Nauk! Peck
Jobn Tolker [Tocker?]
Clement Bate

William Cotberill Thomas Gill
Wide. Maraye
Nasmes of persons 1o whom lasda wers grasied by the town between the
years 1685 & 1640, inclading those before named, vis: —
1636 Nicolas Lobdin 1637 Thomas Nickols
1636 Josiak Cooper 1638 Jobo Stevens
1636 Heary 1638 Stephen Lincorne
1636 Richard Sanger 1638 Jeremy Morse
1637 Thomas Lincorne, cooper 1638 Samuel Packer

24
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Category Search
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Bosiitons

E 2 American Ancestors. N R ke § ol

_Membership Give Publicstions  Expertelp  Took  Signature o

Go to Search

What content sources can |
arch?
Ato Zlist of all databases
External databases
search 14 Billion Names New! Search Content by To,
Library Catalog

Digital Library & Archive LEARN MORE = LEARN MORE =

Jewish Heritage Center

www.americanancestors.org

26

£ American Ancestors. P - - |
Search Events Membership Give Pubicaions  GxpertMelp Tools  SgnatuieProjects  Cemtars ntities
Search All Databases Saved Searches

Comment or Question

Years Recard Typ l

ocation et ocank Keywords

Datal

Category

www.americanancestors.org

27
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7 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give
Search Category Vital Records
Name

Years

Location

[ 2

Saved Searches

Search other categories

Record Type

Comment or Question

1/3/2023

www.americanancestors.org

28

Sample Images

£ American Ancestors,
Search Events Membership Give Pubications €
Search Tips

This category supports the fallowing searchabie fieids:

www.americanancestors.org

29

£2 American Ancestors.
Search Events Membership

Description

Search Help

« Tips o how tosearch

www.americanancestors.org

30
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1ERe

Category Search returns more
results than Advanced Search

Search Category Vital Records

Joshua Palrrier

Years Record Type

1700 1710

Location Exact Location

Scituate, M

By default all results are a best fit to your criteria KSR Reset Search

33
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£3 American Ancestors

Search Events Membership Give

camcores Soshua PALMERE

Viewimage

ol =

Pubications Dxpartielp  Took  Signature Projects G

Relationship

<=

1/3/2023

34

£ American Ancestors,

Search Events Membership Give

Search Results

v Name
somrav
carecomes

Joanua BEVANT

Events

Relationship

35

£ American Ancestors.
Search Events Membership Give

J0shua PALMERE

soRT BY

carecomes

bbb S Sockuiare (1) At

Publications  ExpertWelp Tock  Signature Projests ¢

36
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Search Results

—) °

¥ Name Events Relationship

- ) oo :

soaTay

1/3/2023

earecomes v

£2 American Ancestors.

Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertHelp  Tools
< Back toResil Massachusetts: Vital Records, 1620-1850

Volume  Schuate - V2 =

eoah, Jun. 5, 056, . 73 3. 6
Ebesfear) Thompuon, May

Advanced Search
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A National Center for F
History, Heritage

ly
Culture

Publications  Exper!
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Go to Search

What content sources can |

search?

Ato Z list of all databases

External databases

: Search 1.4 Billion Names
Library Catalog

Digital Library & Archive LEARN MORE

Jewish Heritage Center

www.america estors.o

40

£7 American Ancestors. A ory, Horoge & Cutre
Search Events Membership Give Publications €
Name Exact Search Soundex
ddle/[Maiden] names Last Name
Years Record Type
Location Exact Location Keywords
9. Boston, Massachusetts Entar tarrma or words

Database Type

# All databases O Favorites O Free O With images

Category Database

Family Members (Father/Mother/Spouse)

First and Middie Name ast Name

41

ERe

Start with very few search fields

and then add incrementally!
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Search Results

5 for Nam

SORT BY

nealogies, Biographies,
Heraldry, 3nd Local

caTEGomIES v

Name Events

Joshua PALMER

Joshua PALMER

35 million
Mayflower descendants
in the world. Are you one?
Join us.

Relationship

1/3/2023

43

Joshua PALMER &3

May r Familie

880

Loc. ories

View Image
Joshua PALMER &1

1798
Census, Tax and Voter Lists
View Image

Joshua PALMER B

8
Census, Tax and Voter Lists

View Image

ifth Generation

s, Heraldry, and

Massachusetts and Maine: Direct Tax,

chusetts and Maine: Direct Tax,

samuel
Palmer
Anne
Palmer

Charlestown Suffolk,Massa

chusetts,United States

44

E7 American Ancestors.

som ey

carceones

Search Events Membership Give

Search Results

@ Resitsparpogs 20 50 100
= Y .

Craoral S
(!Tgayflower
@undams

Nome Events

Joshua PALMER I

el

35 million
Mayflower descendants
in the world. Are you one?
Join us.

45
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Database Type

Family A

+ Add family members +

46

Search Events Membership Give Publications

Name Events

cancones | e ruoena

Comment or

Relaticnship

Question
£7 American Ancestors [P .. < |
Search Events Membership Give Publications  Cxpertels ook  Signature Projects  Canters & Infative

N

¢ Page 152 >

1/3/2023

48
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ARe
Use caution when

searching by
relationship!

Record Type

Location S meat Keywords

Database Type

Favorites OF with images.

Category Database

Family Members (Father/ M

+ Add family members +

50

Search Results

20 so 100

Your search for Joshua Palmer returned zero good
- matches.

Why am | seeing this?

‘We could not find any results that matched all your search fiaids Learn More

Suggestions:

caTEcoRiEs

Comment or
Question

51

17
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More Advanced
Techniques
Exact Search Locations
E3B
=
53
Search Results
54
18
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Keyword Searching

—
& Massachusetts: Historical Data Relating to Cities and Towns
Keywords
Page
v best it to your erit Reset Search

Tiis database supports the fallowing searchable fields:

1/3/2023

55

Massachusetts: Historical Data

Relating to Cities and Towns & *Default Volume

59
NEST HINGHAM F
Village/Section name

Hingham

Atlases, Maps and Reference Materials

View Image

Massachusetts: Historical Data
Relating to Cities and Towns B
Atlases, Maps and Reference Materials

View Image

IME I Default Volume

9

AST HINGHAM

Village/Section name of
Hingham

Massachusetts: Historical Data

Relating to Cities and Towns & : Default Volume

Atlases, Maps and Reference Materials 59

View Image EXT{HINGHAM CENTER
Village/Section name of
Hingham

Massachusetts: Historical Data

Relating to Cities and Towns & Default Volume

Atlases, Maps and Reference Materials 23

56

Hingham, Plymouth County.
1634.  Sept. 25* Bamove mentioned in the tax act.
(Mass BayRec.Vol I P 129)
1635.  July Bounds between Barecove and Wessaguscus to be set out.
1635. Sept. 2 * “The name of Barecove is changed & hereafter to be called
Hingham.” (Mass. Bay Rec., Vol. I, p. 156.)
1635. Sept.  3.* Bounds between Hingham and Weymouth established.
1640. May 13* Land at “Conihasset” granted to Hingham.
1770.  Apr.  26. Part established as the district of Cohasset.
1861. Mar. 21. Bounds between Hingham and Abi blished.
1897. Apr. 30. Bounds between His and Cohasset i
1897. Apr. 30. Bounds between Hingham and Scituate established.
1897. Apr. 30. Bounds between Hingham and Norwell established.
1928. Mar. 23. Bounds between Hingham and Cohasset re-established.
Archaic Names of the Municipality:
Barecove, Conihassett.

Section/Village Names:
Broad Cove, Crow I’olnt. East ngham Fort Hill, Hingham Center, Liberty Plain,
Lower Plain, Mount Bl Junction, Naval Old Colony Hill,

Power Station, l’mspect Hlll Queen Anne’s Corner, Rocky Nook, South Hingham,
U.S. Naval Air Station, Upper Plains, Weir River, West Hingham, World’s End.

57
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Using Wildcards (*)

Search All Databases

.
tar* Da
Years Record Type
Location Exact Location Keywords
eg 8o 1

Database Type

® All databases O Favorites O Free O With images

1/3/2023

58

Using Wildcards (*)

Search Results

Mar* Davis, Record Type: Census (exact), Years: 1855 - 1856 for All databases
Resultsperpage 20 S0 100 e
SEARCH FILTERS ¥ Name Events Relationship
- Maria DAVIS @1
po— View Image

Comment or
Question . x o

59

Using Wildcards (?)

Search Results

‘SEARCH FITERS v Name Events
Ca

P View Image

caTecomiEs. v

Consuss, Tax and Voter List

60
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Best Fit vs. Must Fit Searches

Amount of Search Criteria | AmericanAnce | Characteristics
Records stors.org
Search

Best Fit Many Will match to  Database Flexible, broad
at least one Search,
Category
Search

Must Fit Few-Average  Will matchto  Advanced Narrow,
all exactly Search specific

61

Federated Search

What is Federated Search?

* A search technique that involves indexing
multiple data sources at once

* Results are presented to end users in one unified
interface

* This is akin to using the search box on
Amazon.com and searching across all categories
and sellers

63

21
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Search _e bership  Give

Go to Search

www.americanancestors.org

64

E American Ancestors,

Search Events Membership Give Butications  Exporthelp Too  Signature Projects  Cencers & nistives

S8arch all eontent by topic. .

*
_ * :

https://www.americanancestors.org/search-content-topic

65

Search Content by Topic

g

rch all éontent by topit 3

I -

7 GOTODATABASE SEARCH =

https://www.americanancestors.org/search-content-topic

66
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£2 American Ancestors. PR <= |
Search  Events Membership ~Give Putsciom  Gipetue Toon  SonateProect  Comer s mtisthes
Hornt | Dotane o sehmncatsiner | Emisn
813 results found for irish genealogy [ < |

Bockstora (53]

. The
Colections (363) Cante Gigital Calections 192)

Mafiowar 030 8 Beyond 21

www.americanancestors.org

67

£ American Ancestors. R < - |
Search Events Membership Give Pubicasons  Expenttes Tods  Siomtice Prcts  Cestars & ninties
results found for irish genealogy < |
NTpree—— . Bckasoe (551
otoction (369) Conter Gignal Catectons (371
a aum

Mayflower 2070 Bayond (3]

[ —
- " Worcestor, A Scot- i Settos, 1700-1850 _

L VP

oamuase D

SR ——
THE SCOTSRISH,

i Scots i

www.americanancestors.org

68

BIIG Events  Membership  Give

Go to Search

Search 1.4 Billion New! Search Content by
Names Topic

Category Search

69
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Helpful Features
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Report an Error

£ American Ancestors. A nton, Herkape B Colr L <o - |
Search Events Membership Give Bublications  ExpertMelp.  Took  Signature Projects.  Genters 8 intiatives
i Ameri
¢ Pag

71
Comment/Question Box
fmmeer ST
==
72
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Annotations

7 American Ancestors o -

Volume . f < P 1m of 504 3 Comment or Question

Beros v hange

1/3/2023

73
.
Print Page Range
£ American Ancestors, il
Search Events Membership  Give e e e
Print page range
« Worcester County, E— »1731-1881
Volume e
74
.
Print Page Range
* All pages include Prisiean

reference information

* Most Browsers have
print to PDF option

* Enable popups

* Allow time for many
pages

75
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Where to look next?
Chat with a Genealogist
£3 American Ancestors, iy e [~ - |
Search Events Membership Give Pubkcaons  Cgenitets  Tows  Seeaure o G
Ask a Genealogist—Live Chat
1 /f’) 'f-'& Service Available Tuesday through
. -é Saturday—new hours below!
g Tuwscia -
|
77
Wg. C.a.n. TMI.) . Look for this icon
when chat is open
78
26
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Accessing Learning Resources
under Tools

£7 American Ancestors. Aty ertage & Cinre |

Search Events Membership Give Publcions Bt el Toch. | S Precn  oiaadnbitiven

History and
Gehealogy & W

Warasdors

1/3/2023

Video Library

Video Library

P STORY BESHASCH

i

Stories from the What's New at GEDmatch: Features
Archives: Family American Ancestors Every Genealogist
Recipes Needs to Understand &

Stay o avte

Use

80

View Upcoming Past Events and
Videos

A aiona Centrfor Famiy
“Hiory, ertage & Cinre et -~ - |

Search WaTLICH Membership Give Publictions  ExpertHieks  Tocks  Sgnature Projects  Canters st

£ American Ancestors

Go to Events

View sl upcaming events
View past events and videos

‘Courses on demand

New York Ciy Rescarch: Four
Hundred Vears of History and
Geneslogy

81
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Digital Library & Archive

7 American Ancestors,

‘ Events Membership Give

Go to Search
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82

. e T librare .
Digital ¥Xives s o
nowst HOWTo: il
==n

=

About Our Digital Library & Archives

oty P epontoces

N 10 ! Scartbare,

83

£ American Ancestors A ton; Herkage 8 Cote R
Search Events Membership Give Publications  ExpertMep  Tools  SgnatursProjents  Centers & Intistives

un\sﬁ’cﬁgi‘ ce
i !

By Mol Rogers
Introduction

Amaricanancestorsany cffers thousands of

s containing mor than ana ilion
o y

n using the tips and tne

https://americanancestors.org/tools/using-americanancestors.org

84
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E72 American Ancestors DA TABASE NEWS

Previous Posts  SearchTips  Transcription Challenge

About American Ancestors/NEHGS

M A TR
TM O N
NTOoORT
T M.,

> P
- y
-~ -

Latest database news and announcements: Get notified when we add

dbnews.americanancestors.org

85

Review

1. Over 1.4 Billion searchable
names in our databases!

2. Start broad and incrementally
refine your search

. Check database Search Tips

4. Email webmaster@nehgs.org

with any questions!

1/3/2023

SONPIPIERIRININBOONRIRIRBRIREEEL)
W

(o]
)]

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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