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Who Provided the Information?
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Let’s look at
Document C -

Census

Original, Derivative or Authored?

TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES.

SCHEDULE No. 1.—POPULATION.

When Was This Record Created?

TWELFTH CENSUS OF THE UNITED STATES.

| SCHEDULE No. |—POPULATION.  {
% Sralitustcs ame

@

Y 5 [ Frrzeaned.

Ly, o sittage, mihiin [ alors-manest dieision,
/

—
§
i
\§
£
§

Enumcrated by mes o the

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center 3 3



Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp 2023

Who Provided the Information?
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Let’s look at
Document D -

Published Genealogy

Original, Derivative or Authored?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
sise Maxe Av.
GENEALOGY FER TRt 2y
DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet”, Elipha-

:
T let’, John'), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she died
- : uly 20, 1802. They resided near Bennington, Vt.
Whlttlesey—W}uttelsey T e e ©
. 3138 Doiay
Family 33 San

MEMORANDA.

In 1800 Mrs. Anna (Whittlesey) Cogswell, her (Dolly’s) mother,
and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse”
back, €0 viet Mrs. Branch in er Vermont home. [Cogowell
Genealogy.]

314. WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet",
phalet’, Johw') b July a3, 1769; m, Amaryllis Johnson a sster
of his brother Roger's wite), 20, 1765, in_Salisbury,
oun. They resided at New Vru(on Conn. o, Cogwell &
Aug. 28, 1823
S chition were'

By Charles Barmgy Whittelsey

Secom Eoron 1308
985 m. Sept. 13, 1616, John Milton Holl
pak ’c,..um pm,"

. . v o s, o o 1 s, A Conteld
T —— M T...T,.gmm . Apr s m 0, s, My M

regory.
i Eunah Mayi foy: m. Jan 12, 16, Wiliam 1, Downes.
Wi o ann . Fe 16, s . 1524, Romanta Seymo

i AmGAiL, b, Feb. 16, 18097 . OcL. &, 1838, DY, Mark Pratt.
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When Was the Record Created?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
s My o
GENEALOGY ,m‘ e
of the DOLLY COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet”, Elipha-
lcl' john) b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch she died
g . July 20, 1802, They resided near Bennington, V'
Whittlesey -Whittelsey "Their chitdren were ;
. 2138 Douss
Family 33 San
MEMORANDA.

In 1800 Mrs. Anna (Whittlesey) Cogswell, her (Dolly’s) mother,
and John Cogewellmade a jourmey of one hundred miles on horse:
. back, to visit Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell
By Clarles Barmey Wiitelsey Gencalog,

4. WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet”,
" John), b July 23, 1765; m; Amarylis Johnson a sister
brother Roger's wife), b. Feb. 20, 1765, in_Salisbury,
when the individual record was created They resided at New Preston, Conn.~ Col. Cogswell d
, 1823; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826,
"Their chiiien were
b Jan. 6 s?z; 201, Jon zm.,.. Holly.

Publication Date of Source NOT the same as

—

6, 1828, Dr. Jethro Hi
R o e Sept. ik 499, Lunan Whitle

Secvees Eoevies s34t . b.Nov. 4 7; . June 12, 130, Al Canild
g T, b, A 1 s .t 1,1, My Morci
o tiam 1. Downes.
e S S
et B s BT o
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Who Provided the Information?

128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
GENEALOGY 3::: o o 3 Nar, o, 1785
2 i, o g 7.

o the

ittlescy—Whittelsey

5 8 DOLI,\' C()(xS\\thLL (Anna™, thhalel" Lllpha»
lc!' jnhn‘), b. May 22, 1767; m. Stephen Branch; she dict
July 20, 1802.  They resided near Bennington, Vt.
i elsey "Thelr children were
Family o,
3 G

MEMORANDA.
Jo 1800 M. Anna (Whitesey) Cogsnell her (Dolly') mher,

N P and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse.

By Charle 2 e Whittelsey ko to vik Mre. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell

Genealogy.]

4. WILLIAM COGSWELL (Anna™, Eliphalet”, Eli-

Author is not the same a person who provided

b, Feb.
information about William Cogswell — Don’t They resided at New Preston, Conn. " Col. Cogswel @
. . . ; ar. 14, 182
know who provided the information.

. Sept 12, 1946 John Miton Holley

1793; m. Mar. 23, 1818, Chauncey
Oct . 1628, . oo Holeh

o Jomw 5.8 26, 1797 m. Sept. 13, 1818, Luman Whitte-

3%, b, Nov. 4 1799; . June 13, 1839, Alma Caafield
§mm b. Aprl 27, s80t; m. Oct. 19, 1836, Mary Morcia

By Charles Barney | Vihittelsey v

Ne. vpag v

o

e

B R g e
1809;
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Genealogical Information?

VILILLIAM CUUDWLI i.:ﬁ lf‘:.“\'u"xém‘\e s,
i, oAt e
r1'). b. Ju]y 23, [7(X_)'. m WELL (Ama™, Elphalec’, Elipha
0 * 3 1767 Stephen Branch she died
er Rorer's wife) h/ July io o2 They resided near Bennington, V:
cir children were :

130
3135 Soain,
33 Srevmen.
MEMORANDA.

In 1800 Mrs. Anna (Whittlesey) Cogswell, her (Dolly’s) mother,
and John Cogswell, made a journey of one hundred miles on horse”
ack, to visit Mrs. Branch in her Vermont home. [Cogswell
Genéalogy.]

N . - | A WULLIAM COGSINELL ™, Eliphalet®,

Conn. They resided at New Preston, Conn.  Col. Cogswell d. [/ Joen e

Aug. 28, 1823; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826. nn.~ Col. Cogswell d.
DT Thuir childmn were :

P9 Children and dates

Mary A\n b. Jan. 6, 1702; m‘Sg t. 13, 1816, ]olm Milton Holley atch. >
Sept. 24, ar. 23, 1818, Chauncey Puffy |Luman Whittle-
n "Auig. 24, 1296 et 8, 1828, Dr. Jethro Hatch , Alma Casfeld
Yeo vor iv Saxai Jor!.\w , b, Sept. 26, 1797; m. Sept. 15, 1818, Luman Whittle- 25, Masy Morcia

sey, No. 633.
Wiitian jalww‘ b. Nov. 4, 1799; m. Juse 13, 1839, Alma Cacfield  Pownes.
Sterling. Tk prace.
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Information Primary, Secondary,
Unknown?

Date of B 128 WHITTLESEY GENEALOGY.
VILLIAM CUUDWELE] i.:;i:ﬁ.“\"u“n 9. 1785
Lvias, b Apiil 5. 1787,

Eliphalet", Elipha-

n'). b. ]uly 23, l7®; m 313, DOLLY COGSWELL (Am™

. . let*, John'), b. M 170 m. Stephen Branch; she die
er Rorer's wifey b July 20, 1802, They resided near Bennington, V.
7 ‘Their children were :
3130 D

313 Coaisan
33 Srevmen.
MEMORANDA,

)i ssoe Mre Ao (Whitesey) Copswel ber (Doly) mother,
and John Cogswel undred miles on horse”
Bt B e eanen T her Vermont home. [Cogswell
Genéalogy.]

W rIAM CaGSWELL

o o () ' < A o, E}]iphalc(‘
Conn. They resided at New Preston, Conn. Col. Cogswell d. [J/ls Joton G siwer
Aug. 28, 1823; Mrs. C. d. Mar. 14, 1826. n. Col. Cogswell d

Stcono Eormion 1out

Their childmn were :

sey, No. 633. i ‘
WiLLian ;ouswn. b. Nov. 4, 1799: m. Juse 12, 1839, Alma Canfield
Sterling.
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Let’s look at
Document E -

Immigration

Original, Derivative or Authored?

20

When Was the Record Created?

Seorn ik /T etens
Before me
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Who Provided the information?

1/5/2023

22

Genealogical Information?

S —

DISTRICT OF NEW YORK-FORT OF NEW YORK

Seorn to shis S/ — e Cen ,

Before e
i ur geasttest OF AL

23

Information Primary, Secondary,
Unknown?

PORT OF NEW YORK.

24
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QUESTIONS?

Session Overview

Analyzing the Information
Evaluating the Evidence

Summing Up

Principles of Analysis

Source

Information

Evidence

[ Direct I Indirect Negative J

27
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Definitions: Evidence

* Direct Evidence
— Straightforward statement of fact
— Directly answers the genealogical question
— Caveat: may answer the question, but may not be accurate, e.g.
mother’s maiden name on a death record
¢ Indirect Evidence
— Potentially relevant information
— Does not answer the question directly
— Need to assemble pieces of the puzzle to answer the question

* Negative: Absence of information

— No children on 1820 census, but four children on 1830 census —
Provides evidence that children had to have been born after 1820

1/5/2023

28

Information Versus Evidence

Process

jeskopats & Eiradeth Shown Wil

s o

29

Not All Information Is Evidence

* Identify the genealogical information in the
record and ask:
— Does this answer my question directly?

— Can this be used with other evidence to answer my
question (indirect evidence)?

* Most records contain multiple pieces of
information; only some will be evidence for your
question

30
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Maud Bell Plowman’s Death

Certificate
Information Evidence

Date and place of death Who are Maud’s parents?
Cause of death When did Maud die?
Date and place of birth Whom did Maud marry?
Names of parents When was Maud born?

Name of Spouse

1/5/2023

31

Types of Evidence

* Always applies to a specific fact, e.g.
— Who is the father of Nehemiah Smith?
— What is the date of birth of Anna?

* Direct: Answers the question by itself, e.g.
— Record specifies the parent’s names
— Record includes date of birth

32

Types of Evidence (cont.)

¢ Indirect: Relevant, but does not stand alone, e.g.
— Owns a plot of land that was documented as being
owned by father, in a time period where land was
typically passed father to son

* Negative: Absence of information

— No children on 1820 census, but four children on
1830 census - Provides evidence that children had
to have been born after 1820

33
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question? (Direct)

answer my question (Indirect)

hypothesis was correct?

Evidence Questions

* Does a single piece of evidence answer my
* Do multiple pieces of evidence when combined

* What evidence should have been present if the

1/5/2023

34

« State the conflict

evidence

Resolving Conflicting Evidence

* Give possible explanations why the conflict exists

* Solve the conflict through source and information
analysis and correlation of different pieces of

35

Born?

Island), 13 January 1899, page 3, died 7 January

column 6. 1899 in his 90th
year.

Find a Grave, EIm Grove Cemetery Gravestone give

(North Kingston, Rhode Island), birth year as 1809

memorial for George Washington
Northup, memorial number
61202610, created 6 November 2010

When Was George W Northup
[Sorce [ information __[Evidence _|

Wickford Standard (Wickford, Rhode  George W. Northup Birth year

about 1809
(Indirect)

Direct for year

by Billy.
U.S. Army, Register of Enlistments, Ageas21in 1830  Birth year
1798-1914, about 1809
(Indirect)
36
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1/5/2023

Correlate and Resolve Conflicts

* One piece of evidence directly gives the birth year
of 1809

» Two pieces of indirect evidence agree that birth
year was 1809. This year is consistent with the

direct evidence

* Conclusion? Birth year was 1809.

37

When Did Elizabeth Northup Die?

Ancestry Trees Died 1855; died 1820 Death in either 1820 or
1855
Will of Samuel Northup, 20 “My wife Elizabeth” given She is alive in 1840
June 1840 bedding and other personal
items
U.S. 1840 Census She is living in North Kingston  She is alive in 1840
U.S. 1850 Census She is not enumerated If she were alive, she would

have been enumerated.
Negative evidence for

death before 1850

Graveyards of North Cemeteries in North Kingston Will not find a gravestone
Kingstown, Rhode Island were family owned. Most plots  record for her death.
(North Kingstown, Rl : A.H.  contain unmarked fieldstones

McAleer, 1992). as the community was heavily

Baptist and Quaker

38

Correlate and Resolve Conflicts

* Two conflicting dates from Ancestry trees. Both
trees lack any attached documented. These dates
will be discarded.

* She was alive in 1840 per her husband’s will and

the 1840 census.

* She is missing from the 1850 census. This is

negative evidence

¢ Conclusion? Died between 1840 and 1850.

39
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1/5/2023

Session Overview

Analyzing the Information

Evaluating the Evidence

Summing Up

40

Putting It All Together

¢ Clearly state the question you are trying to answer

*» Assemble your evidence (related to question)

* Plan for writing (Choose one)
1. Building blocks - lead with strongest piece of

evidence; support with additional pieces
Syllogism (If A=B and B=C then A=C)

Multiple hypotheses (useful for same name
situations)

41

When Was George W Northup

Born?
[ inforaion _ ype of Evidence ] cultyof ourceand normation |

Obituary state age of Indirect for year Original source, notice created soon after
“in 90t year” death, informant unknown

Gravestone give birth Direct for year

year as 1809

Original tombstone, modified in 1930’s,

unknown date of creation and informant
Army enlistment gives  Indirect for year Original source, informant known (George

age as 21in 1830 W.), creator known (army clerk), date of
creation not known

42
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Presenting the Evidence

* Overview and research question

* Item 1 - analysis and correlation

e Item 2 - analysis and correlation

* Item 3 - analysis and correlation

* Conlflict resolution (if you haven't yet woven it in)

¢ Final statement

43

Written Summary - Samuel
Northup Death

Overview Neither a vital record nor a gravestone with a date of death has

with been located for Samuel Northup. Nonetheless, his death date is
Question known thanks to the Smith family and a book by Marston Watson,
corroborated by a probate filing and the existence of a family

cemetery plot.

Item 1 Samuel Northup died 13 November 1841 according to a Smith
family compilation of old almanacs. The compilation was

undertaken after a fire destroyed most of North Kingston’s vital
records in 1870. Marston Watson also gives a 13 November 1841
death date in his book Royal Families - Americans of Royal and
Noble Ancestry. The informant for both these works is unknown

44

Written Summary (cont.)

Item 2 A death date of 13 November 1841 is supported by the proving of
his will on 10 January 1842 when he names his wife Elizabeth, six
sons and one daughter who all were still living. Since courts usually
met quarterly, the first opportunity to file probate for a November

death would be the January 1842 court.

Item 3 Early cemeteries in North Kingstown are family plots. It wasn’t
until 1851 that a town cemetery was opened. The McAleer book,

Graveyards of North Kingstown, Rhode Island notes that since
many settlers of the area were Baptist or Quaker and thus
prohibited from making “graven images,” many of the family
graveyards lack names and dates on a sizeable number of stones.

The book notes that the graveyard where Samuel’s father Zebulon
is buried has between 14 and 20 unmarked fieldstone graves.
Zebulon died in October of 1841. His grave has a marker. Samuel’s

grave is probably one of the 14 to 20 unmarked fieldstone graves
mentioned in the McAleer book.

45
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Written Summary (cont.)

Conclusion  Although a gravestone with a date has not been located for
Samuel Northup, his death date is known thanks to the Smith
family and Watson’s book. It is highly likely that Samuel and his
wife Elizabeth are buried in the same graveyard as Zebulon, but
with a simple, undated, fieldstone marker. The evidence
consistently points to a death date for Samuel Northup of 13
November 1841.

1/5/2023

46

Genealogical Proof Standard

v Reasonably exhaustive research

v’ Complete, accurate citations to the source or
sources of each information item

v’ Tests—through processes of analysis and
correlation—of all sources, information items, and
evidence

¥ Resolution of conflicts among evidence items

v A soundly reasoned, coherently written
conclusion.

http://www.bcgcertification.org/resources/standard.html

47

Summary

* Evaluate each piece of information in a record:

— How soon after the event was is captured?
— Who was the informant?
— Is the information first or second hand?

* Not all information is evidence

— Evidence is specific to your question

* Is the evidence direct, indirect or negative?

* To write up your proof - state your question and

introduce the evidence a piece at a time, evaluating
the quality of the source and information for each
piece.

48
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QUESTIONS?

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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