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Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist

General Best Practices for Online 
Research & Using Google for 
Genealogy Research

Genealogy Boot Camp

Best Practices

Avoiding Distractions
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Use a Research Log

Research Log Modified for Online
Family

Location

Date Objective Search Terms Website Results

Types of Websites
Database websites American Ancestors

FamilySearch

Ancestry

Records websites Kentucky Secretary of State

Library of Virginia

Digital Books Google Books

HathiTrust.org

Archive.org

Historical Societies Historical Society of Pennsylvania

New York State Archives

Provides clues Google or other search engines
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Tip
Don’t head straight 

for the database 
search box

More to a site
• Read the database descriptions
– Places covered
– Time periods covered
– Completeness of records

• Make liberal use of a site’s catalog (if it has one)

• Consult the wikis or help

Search Terms as Art
• Think first:
– Location
– Event (birth, marriage or death)
– Time period (century, decade)

• Think second:
– Name – use quotes to force the search for the entire

name
– Occupation (e.g. “soldier,” “minister”)
– One word modifiers
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When Searching a Database
• “Less is More” when searching

• Look at the records before and after your target

• Seek the original; don’t trust the transcription (or
indexing)

• Don’t expect to find everything for free

Tip
Work with a family 

you are already 
familiar with

Hey Google…
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Google
• How you search affects the results you get

• Google searches most of the internet, not 
everything on the internet is devoted to genealogy

• Looking for subjects and historical events may
offer insight into choices your ancestors made

• Don’t ignore a page or book because it doesn’t
seem to have genealogy

Google.com

Bedford Cemetery
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Google.com

Google.com

Tower of Babel
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Language is Everything
• The internet is world-wide

• Web sites are often in the language of the country 
in which the pages were created

• Browsers and Google can translate, but…

• Using the language of the country is better

Tip
Use search terms in 
the language of the 

country

Google.com
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ItalianEnglish
Language Makes a Difference

Google.com

Google.com
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Google.com

Google Books vs. 
Google Play

Google Books
• Offers digitized books in varying degrees of

accessibility:
– Read – a book out of copyright that you can usually 

download a complete PDF of
– Preview – a book that is under copyright, and likely 

for purchase, but you can see pages of it and search 
it

– Snippet – a book that is unavailable digitally but at
least you know it exists

25

26

27

Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp 2023

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



1/3/2023

10

Google.com

Google.com

Google.com
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Google Books view

Google Books view

Google Books view
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Google Books view

Faithful Domestic Servants?
• From The Irish Bridget, one of the pages 

mentioned “New York’s Society for the 
Encouragement of Faithful Domestic Servants” 
and applications for employment

• Can these applications be found?

Google.com
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https://www.lib.umich.edu/janice-bluestein-longone-culinary-archive/

https://www.lib.umich.edu/janice-bluestein-longone-culinary-archive/

https://mirlyn.lib.umich.edu/Record/004675650
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Google.com

https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/

https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/
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https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/

Tip
Don’t ignore books 
that aren’t on your 

specific subject

Google.com
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Google.com

Google Books

Google Books

Hillel Sbritsky – brother of 
Mary (Sbritsky) Solomon
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Google Play
• A place to purchase books, music, movies, and 

more.

• The location of the books that you have 
purchased, when accessing through the computer.

• An app for your smart phone where you access 
your purchases.

https://play.google.com

https://play/google.com/store/books

49

50

51

Virtual Genealogical Skills Bootcamp 2023

©New England Historic Genealogical Society, AmericanAncestors.org; produced by The Brue Family Learning Center



1/3/2023

18

https://play.google.com/books

https://play.google.com/books

https://play.google.com/books
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https://play.google.com/books

https://play.google.com/books

Newspapers
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Newspapers
• Google can sometimes refer you to pages of

newspapers found at subscription sites like:
– Newspapers.com
– NewspaperArchive.com

• However, they have their own collection of digital
newspapers, that are not easy to find

• Some of these are searchable

Google Books

Hillel Sbritsky – brother of 
Mary (Sbritsky) Solomon

Google.com
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Newspapers.com

Newspapers.com

https://news.google.com/newspapers?hl=en
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Search for Montreal

Search for Montreal

Montreal Search
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Google.com

Montreal Hockey Search

Tip
Pay attention to dates 

and gaps in those 
dates.
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https://news.google.com/newspapers

Newspaper Search

Newspaper Search
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Newspaper Search

Newspaper Search

Google Tools
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Google.com

Google.com

Google.com
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Google.com

Google.com

Google.com
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Google.com

Google.com

Review
1. Create search terms that will give 

the best results
2. Choose to search in the language 

of the country your ancestors 
were from

3. Be open minded to broader 
subjects if your search terms are 
included

4. Narrow your search through 
some of the Google features
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QUESTIONS?
Hire Research Services

research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

THANK YOU!
AmericanAncestors.org/Education
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