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Genealogy Boot Camp

General Best Practices for Online
Research & Using Google for
Genealogy Research

Rhonda R. McClure, Senior Genealogist
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Avoiding Distractions
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Use a Research Log
€3 American Ancestors
Research Log.
4
Research Log Modified for Online
Objective Search Terms. Website Results
5
.
Types of Websites
q American Ancestors
Database websites ™=
Ancestrv
Records websites Kentucky Secretary of State
Library of Virginia
(P Google Books
Dlgltal BOOkS HathiTrust.org
Archive.org
Historical Societies Historical Society of Pennsylvania
New York State Archives
PrOVidES Cl ues Google or other search engines
6
2
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e
Don’t head straight

for the database
search box

More to a site

* Read the database descriptions
— Places covered

— Time periods covered
— Completeness of records

* Make liberal use of a site’s catalog (if it has one)

* Consult the wikis or help

Search Terms as Art
e Think first:

— Location

— Event (birth, marriage or death)
— Time period (century, decade)

* Think second:

— Name - use quotes to force the search for the entire
name

» «

— Occupation (e.g. “soldier;” “minister”)

— One word modifiers
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When Searching a Database

* “Less is More” when searching

* Look at the records before and after your target

* Seek the original; don't trust the transcription (or
indexing)

* Don't expect to find everything for free

10

ik
Work with a family
you are already
familiar with

Hey Google...
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Google

* How you search affects the results you get

* Google searches most of the internet, not
everything on the internet is devoted to genealogy

* Looking for subjects and historical events may
offer insight into choices your ancestors made

* Don't ignore a page or book because it doesn’t
seem to have genealogy

13

Google  mesunaye UBES

AL New wes  Mare Setiing:

Thoulough Everett Ayer 1899-1989 - Ancestry
ancestrycom! e

ayer_ 136234753
Sdlosex. Mass:

lanchester, New Hampshire - 1 Record
mate com » People Search i Last Name (1) Thoulough Ayer
s, This e enec

Bedford Cemeteries

Bed
160
Spa

Bedford Cemetery Demo - Bedford Cemeteries
wowrebes

dors

3.8

&5uss

Thouleugh E Ayer in Social Security Death Index - Fold3

Google.com

14

Bedford Center Cemetery Section: 3 Site: ABISZ
Name: Ayer, Sylvia B.
i

Bedford Cemetery

15
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The Complete idiat's Guide to Online Genealogy
a 541671
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gle Books Result

ko €

42 - Google Books Result
S-HSZFAQAAMAR

AYER: MARY, WILLIAM, CHARLES - New Hampshire - people

Google.com

16

Google  pousugnayer =

Books A [B]E @ X Hie s = e

» hyry
by Htory

Booka on Gaope Py
Toms o Senvica

Tower of Babel
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Language is Everything

* The internet is world-wide

* Web sites are often in the language of the country
in which the pages were created

* Browsers and Google can translate, but...

* Using the language of the country is better

19

1ERe
Use search terms in
the language of the
country

Google.com

21
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Language Makes a Difference

English Italian

T T—

23

Google.com

24
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Google.com

25

Google Books vs.
Google Play

Google Books

* Offers digitized books in varying degrees of
accessibility:

— Read - a book out of copyright that you can usually
download a complete PDF of

— Preview - a book that is under copyright, and likely
for purchase, but you can see pages of it and search
it

— Snippet - a book that is unavailable digitally but at
least you know it exists

27
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Google  van cormsc mvass "o | 'Y o |

" S 5
s =

Google Books view

Google  Fen comest sevants [ o | u X

. .

Google  wancomastc sone [ 2 | LT so- |
8 T o

Google Books view

33
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Google  rancamese wrvens (o' 'Y - W

Google Books view

34

Faithful Domestic Servants?

* From The Irish Bridget, one of the pages
mentioned “New YorK’s Society for the
Encouragement of Faithful Domestic Servants”
and applications for employment

* Can these applications be found?

35

GOOGle | e rirse sworsprsesst o toros e

Google.com

36

12
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Ttk Sorvces_Lrare & Oapartrs
L TR} Browse
=3 TR ot Hsln

“The Servant Question": Materials on Domestic Service

Uning tme Catection  Qverview

Stmple Directions

o the

Cook

By
Garsline Reed Wadbams

Table of Contents.

- Exsnan and Latar Mty

rer—

micn acufarice-blsosseeongene-coirary e 0

https://www.lib.umich.edu/janice-bluestein-longone-culinary-archive/

37

o B 6
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‘o Undurprasiars Liwary: £ 338 14692007

https://www.lib.umich.edu/janice-bluestein-longone-culinary-archive/

38

Mirlyn

i

o PR —

ilam . Comern Ranats S -t o atrce 11
S

https://mirlyn.lib.umich.edu/Record/004

39
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« Goo ale »
Google.com

40

-
"When Bridgetis Good Sheis So Very good -

When She is Bad, She is Horrid": Portrayals of
Female Irish Immigrants in America during the
Late Nineteenth and Early Tiventieth Centuries

ot

https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/

42
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a o Fosun of Women, The Acadey o Pical
Scince, Colombis Usivrsay, New Yo, 1910

https://digitalcommons.brockport.edu/

43

1ERe

Don't ignore books

that aren’t on your

specific subject

Google s st wimingen

Google.com

45
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Google  soomon kanktt mimingien

Niorr
ine, and Ben Muderick "™ Shonly afer its appointmen, the
commilice puchased 229 Shipiey Street sd hired E. W, Hance 2

an architect |
Nearly all of the members of the commitaee were born in Russia
orris Chaiken,

i i

o afer the turm of the century. Somc. such as Ben Muderick, had
d. Preside Isasc Wei e, b 1o
Wilmington from Russia. in 1905. After working at 3 peddier and a
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‘commiice members were tailors, junk dealers. and second.

hand clothing merchants.
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wing o0 o i with his sster . M. Sl
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Google Books
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PR spe——

Lo

Google  somon twhr wimgen

Rl RSBt  Hillel Sbritsky — brother of

comenitee purchased 2
0 srchitct B
Neaty all of o e Mary (Sbritsky) Solomon

vania before maving to Wilmingion to be.
far = Ho rams

Google Books
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more.

your purchases.

Google Play

* A place to purchase books, music, movies, and

* The location of the books that you have
purchased, when accessing through the computer.

* An app for your smart phone where you access

1/3/2023

49

B Google Play

$0.99 for any

A& movie ofer 1 get o

Google Play Music: 30 days on us
Teynow

50

I okr now on

https://play/google.com/store/books

[Py T P —

Google Play

ﬁ

+1 HOWTO
TALKTO

ANYONE
_ 2k
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Unwrtcowr: I
AMERICANS
https://play.google.com/books
52
Bernum
*
English
Genealogical
Dictionary
53
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https://play.google.com/books
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Newspapers
19
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Newspapers

* Google can sometimes refer you to pages of
newspapers found at subscription sites like:
— Newspapers.com
— NewspaperArchive.com

* However, they have their own collection of digital
newspapers, that are not easy to find

* Some of these are searchable

58

Hillel Sbritsky — brother of
Mary (Sbritsky) Solomon

ofac on Shipicy Street below Thind.™ Reverend
‘of Chesed Shel Emcth, lod the opening prayer. Shricsky.
rom Yehssvetrad, Russia, lve in ew Yook and

59

Google  msswy . w

el subritzky

Google.com
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3article tex (OCR)

Newspapers.com

The News Journal from Wilmington, Delaware - 3

Tt s Jeumal
WArvingeon, Detawars
Morciny, e 12, 1928

‘The News Journal Devails

1/3/2023

61

i
DEDICATION OF
SYNAGOGUE ANNEX

Addition 1 Chesed  Shel
Emeth Building Formally
Dedicated.

L MAYOR
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Google new
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A
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LiAction Ovibes
Adams County News
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The Aoe

https://news.google.com/newspapers?hl=en

e e
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The Age-Sentinel

LiAesms Cansgienny

LAbR

ViAction Cathotiane

LAcon Pop

LHorizen
The Adema Centinel

The Advective and Eastern
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The Afro American Ladgar

L Alglon
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LAbaile

‘Acadn Recordor

LActon Consrvatrics
Lisson Qudoes
Adamms Gounty News

Acversisordiows

Ukeadian

Liaction
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LiAstion Sociale

The Acton Free Pross

Tha Adams County Becors.  The Advetiser

The Advosste

The Aberdeen Times

LiAbedle Canadienny
Lab
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LiAction Papulaie -LHorlzon

The Adam G

Tha Adves
Tounships Senosl

Eastern
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Search for Montreal
e e

0
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Montreal Search
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Fist Fight Mars Fast
And Thrilling Contest

| Maroons Ot Front |/ |

Lamb and Thompson.
Given Match Fouls
For Mix-up.-

‘MONTRESL. Aneit 18P —A 21

Montreal Hockey Search

MONTREAL TAKES HOCKE“? ﬁy

68

ERe
Pay attention to dates

and gaps in those
dates.
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Newspaper Search

72
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Google (o]

Google new S | S e b

Newspaper Search
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Newspaper Search
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Google Tools

75
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Google e dm e f v
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lllinois Country

I

Images for pays des linois

Google.com
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Google  sendmiins L |

imoges for pays des llinois

Google.com
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images for pays des Sinos

Google.com
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Google  smemmes

Iinois Country

mages for pays des llinsis

Google.com
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Google.com
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Google.com
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Review

Create search terms that will give
the best results

Choose to search in the language
of the country your ancestors
were from

Be open minded to broader
subjects if your search terms are
included

Narrow your search through
some of the Google features

1/3/2023
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QUESTIONS?

Hire Research Services
research@nehgs.org

Chat with a Genealogist
AmericanAncestors.org/chat

THANK YOU!

AmericanAncestors.org/Education

29
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