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Overview of the Day

Session 1

The Basics: 
Research process
Forms and 
conventions
Standard sources

Session 2

Analyzing Sources:
Genealogical Proof 
Standard (GPS)
Sources vs. records
Citations

Session 3

Analyzing Records:
Information vs. 
evidence
Proof
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Session Overview

Analyzing the InformationAnalyzing the Information

Evaluating the EvidenceEvaluating the Evidence

Summing UpSumming Up
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Principles of Analysis

Source

Original

Derivative

Authored

Information

First‐hand

Second‐hand

Unknown

Evidence
Direct Indirect Negative
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Analyze the Record
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It Is All About the Information
• Is the Information. . .

• First-hand
– Immediately following the event
– Long after the event

• Second-hand
– From a non-participant

• Cannot tell who provided the information
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What Genealogical Information Is 
In the Record?

• Name and Residence

• Date of marriage

• Age, occupation and
place of birth

• Parent’s names

• Spouse
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Analysis Question 1
• How long after the event was 

the record created?

Wedding

Record 1

Record 2
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How Soon After the Event?
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Someone else?Participant?

Analysis Question 2
Who provided the information in the record?
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Who Was the Informant?
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Analysis Question 3
Is the information first-hand (primary) or 

secondary?

• Death date – primary

• Birth date - secondary
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Analysis:
Document A – 20th

Century Death 
Certificate
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Original, Derivative or Authored?
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When Was the Record Created?
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Who Provided the Information?
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What Genealogical Information Is 
On a Death Certificate?

Name of Spouse

Date of Birth

Parents

Date of Death

Cause of Death
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Which Information Is Primary

Name of Spouse

Date of Birth

Parents

Date of Death

Cause of Death
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Which Information is Secondary?

Name of Spouse

Date of Birth

Parents

Date of Death

Cause of Death
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